
Thriplow School Newslet ter
 5th June 2026

Welcome back! I hope you have all had a wonderful time of 
relaxation over half term and you have enjoyed the sunshine.

Considering this week has only been 4 days long, it has felt very 
busy and it’s lovely to all be back together again following the 
KS2 residential before half term.

We were so excited to welcome back Mrs Taylor this week. She 
has really enjoyed getting to know the children in Ants Class!

We are very proud of Luna (Year 3) and Oliver (Reception) for 
completing the 20 Book Challenge. Luna really enjoyed reading 
The Creakers and Oliver particularly enjoyed Odd Dog Out. 

This week we have launched our Poetry Competition - please see 
the poster further down for more information. Children from 
Year 2- Year 6 are welcome to take part. Please note that the 
poems need to be learnt from memory and must be existing 
poems rather than poems the children have written themselves. 
Preparation for the competition should take place predominantly 
at home. I’m really looking forward to seeing the children 
perform. It’s always a real highlight of the summer term!

Could I take this opportunity to clarify that if you need to 
contact any member of staff via email that you do so via the 
office email address. Mrs Sandford will then ensure that your 
email is passed to the relevant member of staff within working 
hours. We’d appreciate your cooperation with this. 



On Tuesday we were very lucky to hear an inspirational talk 
from Harriet (Lucian’s mum) all about the work of the RNLI. 
The children learnt about the work of the RNLI as well as 
learning about how to stay safe in the water. 
We will be raising money for the RNLI when we have our fun 
run in July. Please do sponsor us using this link. 

https://fundraise.rnli.org/fundraisers/lucyhow/thriplow-school-fu
n-run-for-rnli 

I hope you all have a wonderful 
weekend!

Best wishes, 
Lucy How

MAT of the Year
2024

In the same way your light must shine before people so that they will see the good 
things you do and praise your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:16

You are the people of God: he loved you and chose you for his own. So then, you must 
clothe yourselves with kindness. Colossians 3:12

www.facebook.com/thriplowschool

www.instagram.com/thriplow.school 

x.com/thriplowschool 

https://fundraise.rnli.org/fundraisers/lucyhow/thriplow-school-fun-run-for-rnli
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https://www
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Important Dates - 

for sporting events, you will be notified separately if your child is 
involved. 

Fortnight Beginning 1st June Multiplication Check fortnight 
(Year 4)

WB 8th June Phonics Screening check week 
(Year 1)

10th June Year 5/6 Cricket Tournament

12th June No Celebration Collective 
Worship

WB 15th June Poetry Recital Competition

17th June Year 3/4 girls’ football festival

18th June Information evening for parents 
of Reception September 2026

23rd June Bees Trip to St. Paul’s

24th June Sports day (First thing – will 
finish 11.15ish)



Important Dates
30th June Year 3/4 Cricket Tournament 

30th June Wimbledon visit

1st July Sawston Village College 
Transition Day

3rd July Reports out

8th July Key Stage 2 Summer 
Production 2.30pm

9th July Key Stage 2 Summer 
Production 6pm

10th July Fun Run in aid of the RNLI

14th July Melbourn Village College 
Transition Day

15th July Year 6 trip to London

16th July Transition morning

16th July Year 6 Quiet morning in church
Year 6 quiz

17th July Leavers’ Service. Parents of 
leavers welcome to attend

19th September Tipi Party



Term Dates



          Safeguarding at Thriplow

Lucy How and Melissa Hardege are the designated 
safeguarding leads at Thriplow School. 

If you have a concern about a child, please come 
and speak to or email either of us. Alternatively 
please speak to any member of staff who will be 
able to pass on information. 

If you feel that a child is at immediate risk of harm 
you can access further advice and guidance here. 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children
-and-families/children-s-social-care/safeguarding-chi

ldren-and-child-protection

Useful websites:

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/advice-for-families/ 

https://www.ceopeducation.co.uk/ 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/children-s-social-care/safeguarding-children-and-child-protection
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/children-s-social-care/safeguarding-children-and-child-protection
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/children-s-social-care/safeguarding-children-and-child-protection
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/advice-for-families/
https://www.ceopeducation.co.uk/


to Max, Arianna, 
Lila and Betsy 

who have 
celebrated their 

birthdays recently.



Birthday Books
If you would like to donate a book to our library to celebrate 

your child’s birthday, then we would be so grateful. Please follow 
this link to see a list of books that we would like.

https://amzn.eu/ez2OYOf

Many thanks to Max for 
donating this book on the 

occasion of his 8th 
birthday. 

Many thanks to Lila for 
donating this book on the 

occasion of her 9th 
birthday. 

https://amzn.eu/ez2OYOf


House Points

Total this 
Week

Total this 
Term

Bacon 79 373

Barenton 67 368

Bassett 80 384

Bury 94 390

Well done Bury!



Certificate Winners

Our certificate winners this week 
are:

● All of Ants 
● All of Butterflies
● Otto (Year 2)
● Freddie (Year 2)
● Jenson (Year 3)
● Isabella (Year 4)
● Kyan (Year 4)
● Ruby (Year 5)
● Tobias (Year 6)

The following children were added 
to our ‘Vision and Values’ tree for 
living out our Thriplow and 
DEMAT values:

● Connor
● Harvey
● Henry P
● Hamish







Your child’s learning
Ants:

Ants class have had a fantastic week and I am so proud with how well they have settled 
into the change of a new routine and a new teacher!

In phonics we are revisiting unit 11, and have been consolidating sounds learnt from the 
previous half term . I have been very impressed by Ants knowledge, confidence and how 
quickly they have been able to read, build, write words and sentences. This half term we 
will be moving onto our bridging unit which will help children to recognise that sounds 
can be represented by more than one spelling.

In Maths this week we have been focusing on number bonds to 10. The children have 
been able to recall their number bonds to 10, used problem solving skills and have even 
started to record the number bonds in their Maths books!

In PE on Wednesday, the children have started a new topic- Ball Skills. The focus of the 
learning was to explore different ways of throwing a beanbag and to begin to 
understand why we need to aim when we are throwing. Today, we have also started the 
topic "Games For Understanding." We played a variety of games including sharks and 
fishes with the aim that children would understand the importance of turn taking.

This half term we will be exploring "Stories from the Past" in Understanding the World. 
We started the topic this week by exploring fairy tales and focused on the story 
"Cinderella." The children then had a go at creating their fairy tale books and shared 
them with the class.

 



Butterflies:

It has been wonderful to welcome the children back from their half term. Thank 
you for sharing pictures on Tapestry, it has been lovely to see how busy they have 
been, and clearly have enjoyed themselves, especially with the wonderful weather!

The children have continued to be enthusiastic with their learning. In History, the 
children are learning about 'Powerful Voices' and they have learnt about Gandhi 
and the Salt March. It will be great to encourage your child to discuss what they 
have learnt.

For Maths, the Year 2 children have continued to work on fractions. They have 
learnt that 2/4 is the same as a half. They have also looked at different ways of 
representing 3 quarters in different ways. The Year 1 children have started their 
new topic on time. Please encourage your child to say the days of the week, using 
vocabulary, 'today,' 'tomorrow,' 'yesterday,' 'before' and 'after.'

For English, the Year 1 children have been doing lots of activities to support their 
Phonics, ready for the Phonics Check next week. The Year 2 children have been 
working on grammar and revisiting different ways of writing sentences.

For RE, the children have continued with the topic, 'How do people welcome a new 
person into their community?' The children discussed what welcome meant and how 
this is important to help somebody feel happy. We then looked at different ways 
we would welcome a new child into Butterflies class. In PSHE we have begun our 
unit on healthy habits and healthy eating and in PE we are continuing with ball 
skills using our hands and learning about different games.

In science we have begun our unit on materials and matter, looking at different 
materials and their properties and purpose. In art we are doing print-making with 
the intention of creating a whole class underwater mural and this week the year 1 
children have created their printing templates out of polystyrene tiles and the 
year 2s have made fish printing templates out of cereal boxes. 

For Phonics we have been revisiting sounds ready for the Y1 phonics check next 
week.



Bees:

Bees Class have had a fantastic first week back after the half term. The children 
have spent a lot of time practicing their times tables ready for the year 4 
multiplication check next week. If your child is in year 4, please do encourage 
them to complete soundchecks on TTRS over the weekend. 

On Tuesday, we started our new Geography and Art topics. In Geography, the 
children were very enthusiastic about our learning on Japan. We labelled a map 
of the country, considering its four islands, major cities and landmarks. This half 
term in Art we are learning about needlework. The children designed a 
cross-stitch bookmark that they will begin to sew next week. 

On Wednesday, we continued our RE learning on pilgrimage. This term, we will be 
thinking about the Christian pilgrimage to Walsingham. This week, we made a 
poster about the location, tourism and religious importance of the village. The 
children then really enjoyed our PE lesson where we started to practice our golf 
skills! 

Today, the children really enjoyed continuing our History learning on the Stuarts. 
They found it fascinating to learn about the Great Plague and the cures that 
were used to try and stop its spread! Next week, we will begin our learning on the 
Great Fire of London in preparation for our upcoming trip to St Paul's Cathedral. 
We then started our new Science topic on electricity by making a poster on how 
to stay safe when working with electrics. This is ready for next week when we will 
begin to make circuits. 

Throughout this week, in English, we have finished reading our class text in 
preparation to write a fable based on the novel. The children loved the ending to 
the book (when Edward finally finds his way home!). Next week, we will begin to 
think about how to write a fable of our own. 



Dragonflies:

This week we have begun our KS2 production rehearsals. I have been so impressed 
at how many children have taken the time to learn their lines and to practice at 
home - it makes a huge difference! Today, we will email a PDF copy of the script in 
the event that your child misplaces their copy. 

In English, we have continued reading the Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. We 
spent times looking closely at the moment where Father Christmas presents the 
children with gifts. We have considered carefully how these gifts reflect each child's 
individual personality and thought about how these gifts are symbolic. We also 
reflected on how this chapter foreshadows an upcoming battle and what each 
child's role may be within it.

In History, we began our learning about the Victorias. We created a timeline of key 
events in the life of Queen Victoria. In Science we have been learning about the 
Earth's atmosphere. We learned about the different layers of the atmosphere and 
the characteristics and role of that layer.

In PSHE we thought about our well-being and engaging with the online world. We 
talked about the possible positive and negative impact of accessing the internet, 
gaming and social media. I would strongly encourage you to continue to have 
open, honest conversations with your child. Please remind your child that they are 
able to share with adults at home and at school if they have any concerns about 
things happening online. 

In PE this week, we enjoyed our first golf lesson! The children worked hard on 
practicing their putting skills. Thinking carefully about how they stand and how to 
aim to ensure they manage to hit the target! 

Next week, some children will begin their swimming lessons (parents of children 
attending have received an email with information). Additionally, on Wednesday a 
team of Y5/6 cricket players will be representing our school at the annual cricket 
competition (parents of children attending have received an email with 
information).







Attendance

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

If your child needs time off for a medical appointment, 
please provide an appointment card or printed confirmation 

for our records.

Where possible, please make appointments out of school 
time.

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


Attendance

If your child is late for school, please ensure that 
you sign the late book in the entrance hall, giving 

a reason for the lateness. 

If it is a sensitive reason and you would rather 
not write it down, please chat to Mrs Sandford or 

Mrs How. 

Please do not write ‘late’ as a reason. 

Minutes late per 
day

School days lost 
per year

5 minutes 3 days

10 minutes 6.5 days

15 minutes 10 days

20 minutes 13 days

30 minutes 19 days



A reminder that we are a nut-aware school. 
Please ensure that your child’s lunchbox does 

not include any nuts.



https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guid
elines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/ 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guidelines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guidelines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/




Ladybird Playgroup Summer Fundraiser - 

Save The Date

Enjoy a paint and sip evening on Friday 3rd July 2026.
7pm at Thriplow Village Hall

Come along for a fun evening of painting and help raise funds 
for Ladybird Playgroup. 

No painting experience required.

Tickets cost £36pp and include a welcome drink, all paint supplies, 
an art teacher to guide you through the process and your canvas 
to take home with you.

We hope to see you there.

You can book using the 
link below:
https://pay.sumup.com/b2c/QYO6ZV7M




