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We’ve all had a great week both on the Year 5/6 residential 
at Hautbois and back at school. 

Today we said a sad goodbye to Miss Tanner. The children in 
Ants Class have been so lucky to have Miss Tanner as their 
first ever teacher and I know they will miss her, as will the 
staff team. We wish Miss Tanner all the best as she moves on 
to her next job. 

Mrs Taylor is very much looking forward to returning after 
half term to take over the baton from Miss Tanner in Ants 
Class after returning from maternity leave.

Miss Hardege, Mr Baron and I have had a wonderful week 
with Year 5/6 on the residential. The children have had so 
much fun and have thrown themselves into so many new 
challenges, often surprising themselves! I know they have lots 
of stories to tell of the things they have done.



Bees had an exciting day on Tuesday doing their DT day. 
They produced some wonderful pop-up books and worked 
hard to produce some excellent work. See photos further 
down for the results of their 
hard work.

A reminder that the 1st June 
is an INSET day. We look 
forward to seeing you on 
Tuesday 2nd June,

I hope you all have a 
wonderful half term holiday!

Best wishes, 
Lucy How

MAT of the Year
2024

In the same way your light must shine before people so that they will see the good 
things you do and praise your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:16

You are the people of God: he loved you and chose you for his own. So then, you must 
clothe yourselves with kindness. Colossians 3:12
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Important Dates

Fortnight Beginning 1st June Multiplication Check fortnight 
(Year 4)

4th June Holy Communion in the hall. 
9.10am. All Welcome

4th June Quadkids 

5th June Grace Schools Art Exhibition

WB 8th June Phonics Screening check week 
(Year 1)

10th June Year 5/6 Cricket Tournament

WB 15th June Poetry Recital Competition

17th June Year 3/4 girls’ football festival

18th June Information evening for parents 
of Reception September 2026

23rd June Bees Trip to St. Paul’s

24th June Sports day (First thing – will 
finish 11.15ish)



Important Dates
30th June Year 3/4 Cricket Tournament 

30th June Wimbledon visit

1st July Sawston Village College 
Transition Day

3rd July Reports out

8th July Key Stage 2 Summer 
Production 2.30pm

9th July Key Stage 2 Summer 
Production 6pm

10th July Fun Run in aid of the RNLI

14th July Melbourn Village College 
Transition Day

15th July Year 6 trip to London

16th July Transition morning

16th July Year 6 Quiet morning in church
Year 6 quiz

17th July Leavers’ Service. Parents of 
leavers welcome to attend

19th September Tipi Party



Term Dates



          Safeguarding at Thriplow

Lucy How and Melissa Hardege are the designated 
safeguarding leads at Thriplow School. 

If you have a concern about a child, please come 
and speak to or email either of us. Alternatively 
please speak to any member of staff who will be 
able to pass on information. 

If you feel that a child is at immediate risk of harm 
you can access further advice and guidance here. 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children
-and-families/children-s-social-care/safeguarding-chi

ldren-and-child-protection

Useful websites:

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/advice-for-families/ 

https://www.ceopeducation.co.uk/ 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/children-s-social-care/safeguarding-children-and-child-protection
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/children-s-social-care/safeguarding-children-and-child-protection
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/children-s-social-care/safeguarding-children-and-child-protection
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/advice-for-families/
https://www.ceopeducation.co.uk/


to Percy and Jess 
who have 

celebrated their 
birthdays this 

week!



House Points

Total this 
Week

Total this 
Term

Bacon 21 294

Barenton 17 301

Bassett 35 304

Bury 21 296

Well done Bassett!





Your child’s learning
Ants:

It has been a lovely week in Ant's class!

In phonics we are just about to come to the end of unit 11, and have been reviewing all 
our new sounds this week. The children have continued to practice reading words, word 
building, writing words, and reading sentences each day, as well as writing a dictated 
sentence in their books each day independently. After half term Ant's will be moving 
onto the bridging.

For handwriting this half term, the children are practicing writing 2 CVC words a day in 
their phonics books. We practice and model it all together on the carpet first before the 
children go to the tables and have a try. We practice writing each word repeatedly at 
least 3 times on a line.

In Maths this week we have been focusing on comparing, ordering and correcting groups 
of objects up to 6. Through group activities, the children compared two different groups 
of objects to make them equal, and practiced putting numbered blocks into 
chronological order. The children had a go at creating their own number lines, practicing 
mathematical reasoning by explaining how they knew the correct order.

In PE on Wednesday, the children had their last balanceability session. The children have 
really enjoyed balanceability this half term and have shown excellent communication 
skills, listening skills, and physical development. Throughout the sessions, the children 
learnt through fun, practical activities how to:

- balance on a bike

- steer and control speed

- develop coordination and spatial awareness

- build confidence and independence

- understand road safety basics in an age-appropriate way

 



The children have very much enjoyed our topic of Kings & Queens this half term. We 
have learnt about King Charles III and his family, past kings and queens, the magna 
carta, castles, and general elections. The children have loved the castle role play and 
having a go at different creative activities. Next half term the topic will be Stories from 
the Past.

In PSHE our topic for this half term has been Emotions. This week we read the story The 
Dot by Peter H. Reynolds. We discussed how the teacher helped the child in the book 
when they were struggling to do something, and thought back to when there was 
something we couldn't do. We explored what we did, who helped us and how it felt to 
achieve something new.

I just want to take this opportunity to say a massive thank you to all of the parents! Your 
support and kind words have meant a lot and your trust in me to look after your children 
will not be forgotten. I wish you all the best, and I hope you all have a wonderful half 
term!
Miss Tanner ⭐



Butterflies:

The children have continued to amaze us with their work this week. For English, we 
have continued to read parts of The Legend of King Arthur and our writing our 
own versions of what happened next in the story. The children are becoming more 
fluent with reading for expression. Please encourage this when children are reading 
speech in their books. Also ask them to point out nouns, proper nouns and 
adjectives from their reading books.

In Maths, the Y2 children have been working out 1/3 and 2/4 of amounts. They 
have also represented 2/4 in different ways.

Y1 children have been looking at ¼ and have represented ¼ in different ways.

For Phonics the year 1 children have been practising  the different spellings of /l/- 
please encourage your child to 'Say the sounds and read the word,' when they come 
across unfamiliar words, so they become more accurate when they blend. Also, if 
they come across a polysyllabic word, please point out where the syllables are, so 
they can say the sounds and read each part of the syllable accurately before 
putting all of the parts together.

In RE, the children learnt about Naming ceremonies and compared this to how 
baptisms are carried out. In science we have learned about how our food is grown 
and have sequenced the process of making bread, from seed to loaf. In PSHE we 
have been thinking about how to stay safe if we get lost, who we might ask for 
help and what we might do and the children have worked in pairs to make their 
own action plans. You might want to talk more with your child about this and 
discuss the key things for them to remember such as staying in one place and not 
leaving the place where they are lost, asking for help from someone such as a 
parent with a child or a person in uniform, and not going anywhere with a 
stranger. 

As the Phonics Check will be soon after half term, we encourage you to practise 
the attached words with your child. We will also encourage you to use Phonics Play 
so they can practise reading words. Here is a link to one of the games:

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources/phase/5/buried-treasure 

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources/phase/5/buried-treasure


Bees:

Bees Class have had a lovely last week before half term. It has been wonderful to 
have had Sophie and Eloise (yr6) in our class. They have been so helpful and 
especially enjoyed umpiring our cricket game this afternoon. 

On Monday, in RE, we summarised our learning about Hindu and Muslim 
pilgrimages. We thought about how these pilgrimages develop our spirituality. In 
Art, we finished up our self-portrait mosaics. The children were really pleased with 
how they turned out.

On Tuesday we had a very fun DT day. The children all made pop-up books using 
different mechanisms. I hope you enjoyed seeing the results at home. 

On Wednesday, the children spent most of the day completing our competition 
entries for the DEMAT Ely Cathedral competition. We worked really hard on 
writing persuasive paragraphs on why St Etheldreda is Ely Cathedral's top trump. 
We then drew pictures of her and made them into top trump cards! We then went 
to the field to practice triple jumping. 

Today, the children really enjoyed our History lesson when we learnt about the 
restoration of the monarchy. The children found it fascinating to learn about 
Charles II and how he bought back partying! We then went to field to play some 
cricket together. 

Throughout this week, in Maths, we have learnt about 2D and 3D shapes. We have 
considered how to describe shapes using vocabulary such as 'vertices, edges, faces 
and sides'. In English, we finished up our narratives from the perspective of 
Pellegrina. I was so proud of their work - it is lovely to see how much the children's 
writing has improved over the year. 

Over half term, there is no homework. However, the year 4 multiplication check will 
take place upon our return to school. Please encourage your child to complete as 
many soundchecks as they can so they feel as ready as possible for this test. I 
hope you enjoy the hot weather over the break!







Attendance

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

If your child needs time off for a medical appointment, 
please provide an appointment card or printed confirmation 

for our records.

Where possible, please make appointments out of school 
time.

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


Attendance

If your child is late for school, please ensure that 
you sign the late book in the entrance hall, giving 

a reason for the lateness. 

If it is a sensitive reason and you would rather 
not write it down, please chat to Mrs Sandford or 

Mrs How. 

Please do not write ‘late’ as a reason. 

Minutes late per 
day

School days lost 
per year

5 minutes 3 days

10 minutes 6.5 days

15 minutes 10 days

20 minutes 13 days

30 minutes 19 days



A reminder that we are a nut-aware school. 
Please ensure that your child’s lunchbox does 

not include any nuts.



https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guid
elines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/ 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guidelines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guidelines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/



















