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It’s been so lovely to have fun in the sun this week. The children have 
enjoyed playing on the field, making the most of the shade beneath 
the trees. 

We welcomed Joseph into Ants on Monday. The Reception children 
have really enjoyed getting to know him and rising to the challenge of 
looking after him and helping him to feel settled. 

We were very proud of Year 3 on Monday as they took part in their 
Bikeability Level 1. They concentrated so hard and the instructor was 
very impressed with how well they listened and took on board his 
instructions. 

Congratulations to Izzy in year 3 who has completed the 20 book 
challenge. Izzy particularly enjoyed Charlie and the Chocolate Factory!

Yesterday we welcomed Jon Young, the Diocesan Director of Education 
for Ely to our school to present Annabelle with her Courageous 
Advocacy for Creation award. Well done, Annabelle!

After half term, Miss Hardege and I will be running a gardening club 
after school on Mondays until 4.30pm. This will be every Monday other 
than the INSET day and the last week of term. Please sign up on 
MCAS from 6pm today. Spaces are limited.

Ants and Butterflies have so enjoyed their trip to South Angle Farm 
today. What a beautiful day for a visit! They loved seeing the animals 
and were well-behaved and enthusiastic. Many thanks to those parents 
who went with the children to help on the visit.



The children have been really good at remembering to bring a sun hat 
in to school. Please remember to keep this up even if the weather isn’t as 
glorious as it has been this week. 

I am sad to share that Mrs Fletcher has made the difficult decision to 
leave Thriplow at the end of the summer term to focus on her family 
commitments. She is very grateful for the support and kindness of the 
school community over the past year and will miss being a part of it. 

I hope you all have a wonderful 
extended weekend!

Best wishes, 
Lucy How

MAT of the Year
2024

In the same way your light must shine before people so that they will see the good 
things you do and praise your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:16

You are the people of God: he loved you and chose you for his own. So then, you must 
clothe yourselve with kindness. Colossians 3:12
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Important Dates

7th May Year 3/4 tennis festival

WB 11th May SATS week

WB 18th May KS2 Residential (Year 5 and 6)

22nd May No Celebration Collective 
Worship

Fortnight Beginning 1st June Multiplication Check fortnight 
(Year 4)

4th June Holy Communion in the hall. 
9.10am. All Welcome

4th June Quadkids 

5th June Grace Schools Art Exhibition

WB 8th June Phonics Screening check week 
(Year 1)

10th June Year 5/6 Cricket Tournament

WB 15th June Poetry Recital Competition

17th June Year 3/4 girls’ football festival

18th June Information evening for parents 
of Reception September 2026

23rd June Bees Trip to St. Paul’s

24th June Sports day (First thing – will 
finish 11.15ish)



Important Dates
30th June Year 3/4 Cricket Tournament 

1st July Sawston Village College 
Transition Day

3rd July Reports out

8th July Key Stage 2 Summer 
Production 2.30pm

9th July Key Stage 2 Summer 
Production 6pm

10th July Fun Run in aid of the RNLI

14th July Melbourn Village College 
Transition Day

15th July Year 6 trip to London

16th July Transition morning

16th July Year 6 Quiet morning in church
Year 6 quiz

17th July Leavers’ Service. Parents of 
leavers welcome to attend



Term Dates



          Safeguarding at Thriplow

Lucy How and Melissa Hardege are the designated 
safeguarding leads at Thriplow School. 

If you have a concern about a child, please come 
and speak to or email either of us. Alternatively 
please speak to any member of staff who will be 
able to pass on information. 

If you feel that a child is at immediate risk of harm 
you can access further advice and guidance here. 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children
-and-families/children-s-social-care/safeguarding-chi

ldren-and-child-protection

Useful website:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/advice-for-families/ 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/children-s-social-care/safeguarding-children-and-child-protection
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/children-s-social-care/safeguarding-children-and-child-protection
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/children-s-social-care/safeguarding-children-and-child-protection
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/advice-for-families/


Happy birthday to Lucian who has 
celebrated his birthday this week! 



House Points

Total this 
Week

Total this 
Term

Bacon 95 170

Barenton 124 187

Bassett 88 157

Bury 69 124

Well done Barenton!



Certificate Winners

Our certificate winners this week 
are:

● Izzy (Year 3)
● Hollie (Year 4)
● Josh (Year 4)
● Joey (Year 5)
● Leo S (Year 6)

The following children were added 
to our ‘Vision and Values’ tree for 
living out our Thriplow and 
DEMAT values:

● Betty (Confidence)
● Freddie P (Ambition)





Your child’s learning
Ants:

It has been a very exciting week in Ant's class!

We had lots of fun on our farm trip today, learning about many different animals! We 
all got to go on a tour of the farm to meet lots of big farm animals. The children were 
very excited to feed sheep and goats and learn all about pigs, donkeys, and lambs! The 
children also had the opportunity to meet and hold some of the farm's smaller animals 
including minibeasts, reptiles and fluffy animals. A wonderful day was had by all 🙂
For our topic, Kings & Queens, we have been learning all about a coronation. We 
looked at what a coronation is and why it happens, as well as exploring the different 
objects the King or Queen holds when they are coronated. After watching a short video 
on King Charles III coronation, we looked at some pictures of previous Kings and 
Queens and their coronations. The child then very much enjoyed acting out their own 
coronation ceremony!

In phonics this half term we have move onto unit 11. Each week we will be focusing on 2 
sounds from unit 11, with a recap of the sounds learnt the week before through our 
sentences writing. Each day the children practice reading words, word building, writing 
words, and reading sentences as well as twice weekly sentence writing in their phonics 
books. For handwriting this half term, the children are practicing writing 2 CVC words a 
day in their phonics books. We practice and model it all together on the carpet first 
before the children go to the tables and have a try. we practice writing each word 
repeatedly at least 3 times on a line.

In Literacy we have continued with our story, The Rainbow Fish. This week we have been 
thinking about the sequence of the story and putting the key events in order. The child 
also enjoyed getting to act particular parts of the story, practicing the 'share their 
scales' with others, just like the Rainbow Fish!

In Maths we have been comparing different groups of objects up to 6. We recapped on 
the meaning of 'more, fewer, equal' and used resources to show what this looked like. 
The children were very confident at comparing different groups, labelling them as more 
or fewer, and changing the amounts to make the groups equal.



In PE on Wednesday's this half term the children have balanceability. Balanceability is a 
structured balance bike programme for young children that teaches them how to ride a 
bike safely and confidently, without stabilisers. It focuses on the fundamental skills 
children need before they move on to a pedal bike.

In the sessions, children learn through fun, practical activities how to:

- balance on a bike

- steer and control speed

- develop coordination and spatial awareness

- build confidence and independence

- understand road safety basics in an age-appropriate way

In PSHE our topic for this half term is Emotions. This week we read the story Dogger. We 
discussed how Dave was feeling and why and identified how Dave's family members 
helped him. For our circle time we thought of ways we could help a friend if they were 
upset.

I hope you all have a lovely bank holiday weekend!



Butterflies:

The children have continued to amaze us with their learning this week. For English, 
we have started to read 'The Legends of King Arthur.' Please encourage your child 
to retell the story to you, and to predict what they think might happen next.

In Maths, the children have continued to learn more subtraction facts. They Y1 
children practised subtracting ones from 2-digit numbers and realised that if all of 
the ones are taken away, they are left with the tens. Please practise this with your 
child so they become more fluent with recalling these facts: 17-7 =, 14-4=, 12-2=.......

Y2 children have been practising that if they know what 37 - 10 is, they can work 
out what 37 - 9 is by adding 1, once they have subtracted the 10. Please practise 
this strategy with your child, so they become fluent with recalling these facts.

For Geography the children recalled the countries that are in Northern Europe and 
their capital cities. They looked at the features of each city and identified Physical 
and human features. 

In science we have begun an experiment to investigate the impact of sunlight and 
water on plants. We have some cress plants, some of which will be placed in the 
light and given water regularly, some will be in the light but given no water, and 
some will be put in a dark cupboard but given water. The children have made 
predictions about what they think will happen to each group and will observe the 
cress over the next few weeks to see if their predictions are correct. 

In PE we have been developing our passing and catching skills with the netballs.



For RE, the children looked at the Christian ceremony of Baptism, and how this 
welcomes babies to the church community. They also looked at the process of what 
happens during Baptism.

The children enjoyed a wonderful trip to South Angle Farms on Friday. We were 
super impressed by their enthusiasm and engagement.

As we are getting closer to the Year 1 Phonics Check, please go over the sounds 
with your child. We are noticing that some children are sounding out letters that 
make one sound as 2 separate sounds, Please can you listen out to how your child 
is pronouncing the sounds and correct them if they are not doing this correctly. 
Some of the sounds with '2 letters that make one sound' are as follows:

ow, or, aw, sh, ch, th, ph, wh, au, ve, ue, ew (including all letters ending in e, make 
the same sound as the consonant).

Please ask for clarification on any sounds that you are not sure of.

This week in Phonics, we continued to look at the alternate spellings of /ue/

We hope that you enjoy the long weekend, as the weather is becoming warmer.



Dragonflies:

It has been a busy week in Dragonflies. 

In English we have continued to enjoy our class novel The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe. We have been thinking carefully about the development of Edmund 
and considering how CS Lewis has portrayed his journey. In our writing, we have 
been thinking about the use of cohesive devices in non-fiction text. 

In maths, we have been reviewing our learning on long division, fractions and 
decimals, in particular multiplying decimals by 10, 100 and 1000. Next week, we will 
continue to review previous learning and apply this knowledge to problems. 

In our RE learning, we have been thinking about the Buddhist worldview. In 
particular, we considered Zen Buddhist and how they think deeply about Koans 
(complex philosophical problems) during meditation as part of their journey to 
enlightenment. 

In Science, we have continued our learning on Living Things, this week we learned 
about the lives of David Attenborough and Jane Goodall. We enjoyed finding out 
about their lives and their contributions to our understanding of the natural world. 
Next week, we will be looking at the parts of a plant. 

In PE, we were working on our throwing skills within athletics. This week we worked 
on our technique for throwing a shot put. I was so impressed by how much their 
technique improved. 

As we approach the final week before our SATs assessment, a gentle reminder that 
this time is really important for our Y6 children to build up their confidence before 
the tests and it is so important that they are in school everyday to do this. 





Attendance



A reminder that we are a nut-aware school. 
Please ensure that your child’s lunchbox does 

not include any nuts.



https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guid
elines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/ 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guidelines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guidelines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/













