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Dear friends, 
 

As I sit down to write this, I think about the 
wonder of waiting through Advent for 
Christmas to come, for the magic and grace 
that is ours as Christians, which runs so much 
deeper than the secular observance of this 
season. Yet our expectations for this time of 
year can be so wrapped up in the external, 
surface expressions of good cheer. It can be 
tricky to tease apart the wrappings of Holiday 
from the gift of our Lord, Jesus.  
 

My dad collected all things Norman Rockwell 
and our house was filled with the iconic scenes 
of the ‘good life’ and the ‘happy family’. At 
Christmastime, all the regular year-round 
decorations were packed away in boxes and 
everything Christmas came out. Tablecloths, 
tea towels, guest bathroom towels, dishes, 
mugs, hall runners, wall plates and plaques – 
everything was green and red and Christmassy 
from December 1 onward. 
 

The food preparations began even earlier. In 
the middle of November, the fruit for the 
Christmas Cake and Pudding were started to 
ferment, added to each week, and stirred by 
each child, twice clockwise, once counter to 
ensure all the magic of our Christmas wishes 
would come true.  
 

As we got older, traditions changed and it was 
hard to let go – not so much the surface stuff, 
but the special family dinners became fewer 
and farther apart as we all began building our 
own separate lives. Today Christmas doesn’t 
look anything like those far-off childhood 
memories and, to be honest, our family life 

never did actually bear much resemblance to 
those Rockwell depictions. Even so, the world 
in which we live does seem a lot more 
complicated now and I wonder how, in the 
midst of all the glitter and bows and conflict 
and sorrows, to stay focused on the mystery of 
God Incarnate and the promise of God-with-us 
that is ours  
 

I ponder this as I look out the window. The 
snow is falling and a winter wonderland is 
coming to life before my eyes. The white snow 
blanketing the red berries and the bare 
branches of the tree outside my window brings 
joy and nostalgia and melancholy all at the 
same time. The antics of our resident little red 
squirrel bring forth a smile. It has been a good 
year and there are plenty of nuts and berries 
tucked away for food through the winter – a 
reminder that we too have all we need and do 
not need to worry, but can rejoice in the 
coming season where we celebrate God-with-
us, come in all the dependence and hope of a 
newborn.  
 

The love and joy of Christmas does not reside 
in the picture-perfect world of a Rockwell 
painting but in our willingness to have the 
Christ born again in our hearts and in each 
other. We are not poor so long as we can give 
from our hearts something to another who is 
wanting. We can Rejoice in the wonder and 
glory of making room at the table, and room in 
our hearts, stepping up to provide what we 
can. So, as we remember Christmas past, let 
us be present in the moments of watching and 
waiting for the Christ to be born once again. 
 
Blessings and Merry Christmas, Rev Allison  
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Carlisle Christmas Bazaar and 
Artisan and Vendor Sale 
 
Looking forward to seeing everyone on 

Saturday November 26 from 10 am to 2 
pm at the Church. We will be running two great 
events on one day ~ and just in time for 
Christmas meals and shopping. 
 
This year the Artisan & Vendor sale will be in 
the Christian Education room and will be 
offering knitting, wooden welcome signs, 
scrimshaw work, quilted items, stained glass, 
cards and small painted items, woodworking, 
jewellery, hand creatures, cosmetic bags and 
The Book Band booksellers. This is only a 
partial list; there are many more things on offer. 
  
The Christmas Bazaar will be in the Gathering 
Room. This year we have both Deli and craft 
items. Our Deli items include all the usual 
favourites such as frozen pies, cabbage rolls, 
squares, cookies and lots of other baked 
goods. We have many kinds of jams & jellies, 
pickles & relishes. There are all kinds of 
Christmas goodies for your family and for gift-
giving. 
 
The ladies of the U.C.W. have worked very 
hard to produce all this wonderful merchandise 
and hope that you will support their fund-
raising effort. We hope to see you on 
November 26. Please tell all your friends and 
neighbours too. 

 

At the Sunday service on October 30, “All Saints 
Sunday”, congregants were invited to come 
forward and paint a mark in memory of people who 
have been “saints” to us in our lives. All our marks 
together celebrate the loving support we remember 
from cherished people in our past. (Photo courtesy 
of Mary Gilbert) 

At the Sunday service on November 13, we 
celebrated the baptism of Eleanor Lee Cavin. 
(Photo courtesy of proud grandfather Larry 
Woodworth). 
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News from Kilbride 
 
Collection for Ukrainian Refugees 

With the assistance of Carlisle Church, a very 
successful collection of winter clothing and 
small appliances was held in the Carlisle 
Church parking lot for Ukrainian refugees on 
Saturday October 15. After the torrential rain 
passed through, many very generous 
donations came in. Two SUVs, one car and a 
trailer were needed to take all the donations to 
St. Vladimir’s Church in Hamilton where the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) has a 
“store” where new immigrants can come and 
shop at no cost. The UCC was very 
appreciative of the donations.  

Kilbride Public School Clothing Drive 
 
Kilbride Public School also held a clothing 
drive, where the items were brought to the 
Church and prepared for transportation. Again, 
the families of the students were very generous 
and about 25 large bags of clothing and 
footwear were taken to an appreciative Good 
Shepherd Mission in Hamilton.  

In Memory of Maureen Trenkler  

We were all very saddened by the unexpected 
passing of Maureen. She was a champion of 
both the Church and the Kilbride community. 
She served as Board Chair as well as filling in 
many other roles. She did so with a smile and 
a ready “yes, I can do that”. One of her joys 
was the Sunday hymns that she would share 
with her mother who is in long term care. 
Maureen was always looking for ways to bring 
the community together. She loved having 
villagers come to the local history events and 
of course, serving the many seniors at the 
luncheons prior to the pandemic. She has left 
some very big shoes to fill. Maureen will be 
missed.  

Helen Callaway 

 

 

Maureen was an eager participant in the 
creation of the Butterfly Habitat at Carlisle 
Church this spring, and the photograph above 
records the day when we started to dig. Each 
of the volunteers was given a “Benary’s Giant” 
zinnia plant as thanks for their help. Maureen 
was so excited by this large and beautiful 
contribution to her home garden, and she told 
me all summer long about the hummingbirds 
and butterflies it was attracting. In recognition 
of her sudden and sad loss, all the remaining 
blooms on the zinnia in the butterfly garden 
were cut for her funeral. Cathy Moulder 

 

 

 
  

Butterfly garden volunteers photographed in May 
(left to right): Terry Swatten, Catherine Swatten, 
Bob Moulder, Maureen Trenkler, Dennis Sinclair. 
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A Wesley Christmas 
 
The Hamper Programme at Wesley Urban 
Ministries is well underway again this 
Christmas. It is a combination of the pre-
COVID Christmas Store and the Hamper 
programme which was established during 
COVID.  
 
Tina DiToro has the food donation at Kilbride 
Public School set to go. Traditionally the 
teachers have incorporated skills from the 
curriculum and emphasized Community Spirit 
with their food collection. Delivery of the goods 
to Pioneer United Church has also been looked 
after.  
 
At Carlisle United, we are asked to fill our 
mitten tree with gifts of warm winter hats, 
mittens, gloves, scarves, etc. for all ages.  
Gifts of small appliances and gift cards from 
Tim Horton's or Shopper's Drugmart are 
always welcome. Teens and adults alike can 
make their own choices to meet their Holiday 
wishes. I will deliver our gifts to Pioneer United 
Church on Sunday December 11 after our 
Church Service.  
 
Volunteers are needed to sort donations and 
help fill the Hampers for delivery. We have not 
been asked to volunteer in person for three 
years and it is always most rewarding. If you 
are able to volunteer on Thursday December 
15 in the afternoon, please let me know: 
lynngladstone@rogers.com or 519-265-3057.  
 
Maureen Trenkler and Sharon 
Banks were instrumental in this 
outreach work of our combined 
Churches. We will remember 
them with fondness as we 
continue to support  
this Ministry.  
 
Sincerely, Lynn Gladstone 

 
 
 
 
 

Finance Update 

The Finance Committee thanks you for your 
continued financial support, as well as your 
valuable time and talents. To the end of 
October, your Givings total $73,000 which is 
71% of our total 2022 budget of $102,200. 
Mission and Service donations are $7,270, 
which is 13% less than last year. Rental 
income has significantly increased to $24,590 
and fundraising gross receipts have increased 
to $30,000, which is $8,000 greater than last 
year. 

The profit from our various fundraising 
activities is about $13,000 so far this year. We 
received a second $7,500 grant from Ontario’s 
Anti-Hate Security Measures program. These 
funds must be spent on appropriate projects 
before March 31.2023. The Property 
Committee is working on developing and 
implementing these projects.  

Revenue increases have been offset by higher 
operating and maintenance expenses. The 
bottom-line result is a deficit of approximately 
$33,000 to October, which is $10,000 greater 
than last year. (Note that last year we benefited 
from $32,000 of Federal Government wage 
subsidies.) Our current $33,000 deficit is the 
same as our total year 2022 budget deficit.  

To achieve our Givings budget of $102,200, we 
need total donations of $29,000 during 
November and December. This is a significant 
target, but we have done it in past years. As 

we enter Advent and approach the 
end of our financial year, please 
consider a top-up of your 
donations. 

Again, thank you. 

Barry Gilbert, Treasurer 
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Migrant Workers’ Outreach 
 
With enduring constancy, this October nature’s 
paintbrush transformed our world with the 
vibrant colours of Fall. Following this season of 
thankfulness, it was time once again to 
remember the other men and women whose 
labour and sacrifice make this abundance 
possible. 
 
As I write this, most of our area workers will 
have left to return to their warm homelands in 
Mexico, Guatemala, Thailand, Cambodia and 
the Caribbean Islands. The pandemic 
restrictions continued to prevent us from 
offering our traditional hospitality, but reluctant 
to let them leave without a gesture of 
appreciation we planned a day of bringing 
baked treats, clothing and a farewell message 
to each local area worker. 
 
We sent out an appeal to the congregations of 
Carlisle and Kilbride for home-baked or 
purchased cookies. We already had a plethora 
of clothing, shoes and travel bags collected 
over the past two years. The appeal was met 
with your typical caring and kindness, and 
during the week of October 16 there was a 
steady procession of people coming to Kilbride 
church and to my door bearing baked 
treasures. Many were left anonymously. Our 
neighbours thought we were appeasing a 
gigantic cookie monster! 
 
On a miserably cold and wet Thursday, a 
dedicated group of Kilbride and Carlisle friends 
met at Kilbride church, assembled 93 boxes of 
cookies, inserted a farewell message, matched 
them up with the boxes of clothing sorted the 
previous week and delivered them to12 area 
farms. This time the event had special, 
poignant meaning for all of us as we were 
fulfilling some of the last wishes of dear Sharon 
and Maureen whom we were sadly missing. 
We felt sure their spirits were smilingly 
watching over us, blessing us, easing the 
heartache of missing them. Thank you to Rev. 
Allison who encouraged the addition of 
cookies, as it was originally planned to be only 
a clothing event. A special thanks also to Helen 
Callaway and Tina DiToro for their stellar work 

in sorting and organizing the mountains of 
clothing left at Kilbride, for arranging the 
receiving of cookies and managing the work 
space at Kilbride church. It was fun working 
with you.  
 
Some people took pity on husband Terry and 
me because we had so many deliveries to 
make to the farms, but in reality, with Linda and 
Lynn, we had the best assignment as we had 
the privilege of witnessing the gratitude of the 
owners and the joy on the faces of the workers 
we met.  
 
A sincere and heartfelt thanks to all of you who 
took time to bake, purchase, sort and pack, to 
bring sunshine into the lives of 93 grateful 
migrant workers on an otherwise very dull day. 
They are now leaving, knowing that we have 
not forgotten them. The message below (in 
both English and Spanish) was sent on behalf 
of all of you. 
 

Catherine Swatten 
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Upcoming Events:  
 

Tuesdays, Nov. 29 to Dec. 20: 
Advent Study. In-person, 10:30. 
 
Thursdays, Dec. 1 to Dec. 22: 
Advent Study. Zoom, 9:30 am. 
 
Thursdays until Christmas: 
Advent Choir Practice 7:00 pm. 
 
Sunday November 20: Deadline for Poinsettia 
Orders. 
 
Saturday November 26 from 9 to 12: Scout 
Bottle Drive. Parking lot. 
 
Saturday November 26 from 10 to 2: 
Christmas Bazaar and Artisan & Vendor Sale. 
 
Saturday November 26 from 10 to 2: 
Poinsettia Pickup at the Bazaar. 
 
Sunday November 27: Advent 1 - Hope. 
Hanging of the Greens. Stay after church to 
create an Advent Wreath. 
 
Friday December 2: Messy Church. Theme: 
Advent: Preparing for Christmas, 4:30 to 6. 
 
Sunday December 4: Advent 2 - Peace.  
 
Sunday December 4 at 1:30 pm: Blue 
Christmas in Kilbride. A service of healing and 
encouragement for those who are bereaved. 
 
Sunday December 11: Advent 3 - Joy. Last 
day for donations to the Mitten Tree. 
 
Thursday December 15: Volunteering to pack 
Wesley Christmas hampers. 
 
Sunday December 18: Advent 4 - Love. 
 
Sunday December 18 from 2 to 4 pm: 
Bethlehem Experience. More details to be 
announced. 
 
Saturday December 24 at 4:00 pm: 
Christmas Eve Family service.  
 

Saturday December 24 at 5:30 pm: 
Christmas Eve service in Kilbride. 
 
Saturday December 24 at 10 pm: Christmas 
Eve Candlelight Service. 
 
Sunday December 25 and Sunday January 
1: No services in the Sanctuay. Services will 
be sent by email. 
 
Tuesdays at 10 am, starting Jan. 10: Bible 
Study. In-person, in Carlisle. 
 
Thursdays at 9:30 am, starting Jan. 12: 
Zoom Devotional Group. 
 

Drive Thru Chicken Dinner 
 
Our third Drive Thru Chicken Dinner event in 
two years was successfully held on September 
10 in the CUC parking lot. 250 delicious 
barbequed chicken dinners with all the fixings 
(baked, beans, coleslaw, buns and two-bite 
brownies) were served up. It was supported 
well by the community, as we raised $4,184! 
  
Many thanks to the organizing committee and 
all the volunteers who donated many hours 
towards making the beans and coleslaw, as 
well as coordinating the on-line orders and 
drive thru, packaging and serving up the 
dinners. Our corporate sponsors Harvey’s and 
Sobey’s came through with major donations 
once again as well as members of the 
congregation.... a big thank you to everyone! 
  
Mark Stanski and Mary Gilbert 
 

Welcome to the Sinclairs 
 
At the Sunday service on November 13, we 
celebrated the membership of Margriet and 
Dennis Sinclair by profession of faith. They 
have been valued and contributing members of 
our church community for three years but this 
was the formal recognition of their 
commitment. Welcome, friends.  
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Flamborough Food Bank 
 
The food bank has continued to see increases 
in weekly visits, now topping 140 families per 
week. This time last year the food bank was 
averaging 110 families per week. We are 
meeting the increased needs with support of 
our community partners and supporters.  
 
Our current most needed items are: 

1. Canned Stew and Chili 
2. Canned Potatoes 
3. Canned Tomatoes 
4. Pasta Sauce 
5. Juice 

The food bank will be providing a Christmas 
Hamper to all families. This will include a 
turkey and all the fixings! We are grateful to be 
able to help families with a holiday meal. We 
are also doing Secret Santa for the children 
under the age of 18 who are residents of 
Flamborough. And with the support of 
Flamborough Connects, Senior Secret Santa 
for those 55 plus or those who may be isolated 
or living with disabilities and reside in 
Flamborough.  
 
We would like to thank you for your support of 
the food bank. It is the generosity of our friends 
and supporters that enables us to complete our 
mission.  
  
Jim Leamen 
 

Trustees Report 
 
To keep the Cemetery and columbarium 
presentable, the Trustees had the outside 
maintenance contractor do a major cleanup 
along the fence line and gardens at the 
columbarium. The tall grasses along the fence 
line had become overgrown and were replaced 
with a smaller variety. In the spring it may be 
necessary to replace other plantings as well. 
Some of the sprinklers in the columbarium 
were relocated to better water the gardens. 
The Cemetery grounds are now ready for 
winter.  
 

All the other items for which the Trustees are 
responsible (cemetery by-laws, cemetery fee 
schedule, church Insurance, compliance with 
The Bereavement Authority of Ontario 
regulations etc.) have been reviewed to ensure 
that they are up- to-date. 
 
Andy Tarrant, Chair 
 

Shred that Stuff! 
 
Our second paper shredding event was held on 
Saturday October 15 from 10 am till 1 pm. 
In spite of damp and windy weather, our intrepid 
group welcomed folks, directed vehicles, collected 
donations and crushed cardboard for recycling. 
Thanks to our faithful committee and thanks also to 
two youth volunteers for energetically unloading 
cars and dumping material into the Papersavers 
shredder. Profit for the church was approximately 
$1,675. 
 
On the same day as the paper shredding event, we 
also offered parking lot space for the collecting of 
household items and winter clothing for Ukrainian 
refugees. Thanks to Helen Callaway from Kilbride 
for organizing this worthwhile event. 
 

  

Volunteers with some of the winter wear 
generously donated for Ukrainian newcomers. 
(Photo courtesy of Helen Callaway) 
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Property Committee 
 

The small stained glass windows created by 
Dora Sadler have been repaired, framed and 
installed outside the Sanctuary door near the 
office. A plaque will be added. 

A flag pole and flag have been installed 
adjacent to the LED sign in the parking lot. 

A sign designating the location of the septic 
field has been ordered (thanks to Andrea). The 
purpose is to limit vehicle traffic over the bed. 
 
A quote has been received and accepted for 
installing protective security film on all of the 
lower windows around the building, as well as 
on the side and Food Bank doors (thanks to 
Andrea for arranging quotes and Barry for 
securing the financing for the project). 

The demolition of the rear deck and ramp is 

awaiting Dave Walker’s availability, but should 

be completed within the next couple of weeks. 

Barry and I met with Don Callaway to discuss 

options for the front doors. The issues are the 

doors’ appearance, security, energy efficiency 

and reducing maintenance. We emphasized 

how we as a congregation value the doors and 

we will continue to work together to find a 

solution that honours their donation. 
 

Bob Moulder 

 

Prayer Circle 
 

Praying friends are invited to meet in the 
Parlour on Monday December 12 at 12:45, 
where we will share personal concerns and 
prayer requests for the Kilbride/Carlisle 
churches, needy family members and friends, 
and the issues in our larger world.  
 
Meetings are held on the second Monday of 
the month. The dates for the new year will be 
January 9, February 13 and March 13. 
 
May God’s blessing be on our church family as 
we journey together toward Christmas. 
  
Joan Eagle 
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COVID Logistics Committee 

 
The Logistics Committee has met and made 
revisions to our COVID and general Health and 
Safety plans, which are available on the 
Church website at https://www.carlisleuc.ca 
/policies. Hoping for a stable COVID situation, 
the committee will also be recommending that 
this Logistics committee be “dissolved”. 
 
Thank you to the members of this committee: 
Janet Heeley, Rev. Allison, Andy Tarrant, Bob 
Moulder, Linda Dodman, Marilyn Gray, 
Maureen Trenkler and Jenni Love for all of 
their work on behalf of the Church. 
 
Bob Moulder 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Make Your Own Advent Wreath 
 

Join us after service on Sunday November 27 
to make your own Advent wreath. Register by 
calling the Church office at 905-689-8630, as 
spaces and supplies are limited. Please bring 
your own bowl, box or plate as the base for 
your wreath. If you have Evergreens, you are 
invited to bring them too. We will supply oasis, 
candles, ribbons and glue guns. 

 
 
 

Bethlehem 
Experience 
 

The Christmas story 
will come to life again 
at Carlisle United on 
Sunday December 
18 from 2 to 4 pm. We invite you and your 
families, friends and neighbours to come and 
walk the path to several different story stations 
set up in a field behind the Church. Groups will 
be personally led by a volunteer who will guide 
your journey to Bethlehem. You can expect 
costumed actors, constructed sets, carillon 
music, cookies… and may meet angels and 
shepherds, wise ones, and even the Holy 
Family along the path. 
 
We are so excited to offer this joyful community 
event again this December and to share the 
wonder of the Christmas story in an engaging 
and interactive way. We encourage attendees 
to book a time slot by contacting the Church 
office (905-689-8630), but drop-ins are more 
than welcome. Please mark your calendars 
and spread the Good News! 
 

Need a Little Challenge? 
 

Committee members are needed for a new 
Logistics Committee. The purpose of this group 
is to review and set new policies and fee 
schedules for weddings and funerals which use 
the Church facilities and staff, as well as to 
review our existing rental fees and policies. If 
you can contribute to these reviews, please 
contact Janet at 905-689-8630. 
 

Poinsettia Sale 
 

Beautiful locally-grown poinsettia plants are 
now on sale. The deadline for orders is 
Sunday November 20, with pickup at the 
Bazaar on Saturday November 26. Please 
support this fund-raiser by ordering online at 
https://www.carlisleuc.ca/poinsettia-sale or call 
Linda at 905-689-7148. 

 

Practices for the Advent choir will be held 
between now and Christmas  

on Thursdays at 7:00 - Just come 
or contact Heather at 

heather.olaveson@gmail.com 

https://www.carlisleuc.ca/poinsettia-sale

