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Holy Week Services 

➢ Sundays March 6, 13, 20, 27 and April 3 
– Sundays of Lent 

➢ Sunday April 10 - Palm Sunday, 9:30 in 
Kilbride, 11 am in Carlisle 

➢ Thursday April 14 - Maundy Thursday 
Service in Kilbride at 7 pm 

➢ Friday April 15 - Good Friday 
Service in Carlisle at 10 am 

➢ Sunday April 17 - Easter 
Sunday, 9:30 in Kilbride, 11 
am in Carlisle 
 

 

Minister’s Message 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
There are many things I would speak of to 
you. Things of the heart and the soul. Matters 
that touch all of our lives every day. We 
continue, as a society, to live in dangerous 
and uncertain times; in a climate of economic 
and social scarcity. Many are tempted to call 
for greater protectionism and a circling of the 
wagons against ‘them’, ‘the other’, ‘the ones 
who are endangering our way of life’. 
However, that only creates a false sense of 
security which is an illusion.  
 
As a people who are living into our faith, we 
are called to make the choice to hope for 
better, to choose to open our doors and hearts 
to the other, to the alien, to the marginalized, 
so that we may be transformed by their 
presence in our midst.  

 
By believing that the best is possible and 
listening to the gospel message of new life and 
new beginnings, we are blessed and we 
realize that it is indeed possible to live with a 
positive and optimistic outlook in the face of 
the naysayers and the cynics. For Jesus calls 
us to be the best of humanity and see the best 
of humanity in all those we meet.  
 
We are in the midst of a time of great and 
wondrous challenge and opportunity. We have 
the beautiful chance to do something new and 
bold and to also retain the best and the most 
wonderful of that which we have been doing 
for 2000 years - loving one another and giving 
of ourselves and our hearts to our brothers 
and sisters around the corner and around the 
world.  
 
We live in a time when we as Christians can 
say with conviction, “God is calling us to a 
better thing than fear, a better thing than 
protectionism”. Indeed, we are called to be the 
visionaries of our times in the best traditions of 
the saints who have gone before us. To speak 
truth to our nations and our corporate 
boardrooms and to demand social justice and 
liberation for those in need is to let the light of 
Christ shine through us. By declaring our trust 
in God and by working to live out the dreams 
of equality and freedom for all, we live in God’s 
world and participate in God’s mission.  
 
2022 will bring many new opportunities for our 
churches and our community as we continue 
to pursue our future dreams as vital members 
of this corner of the world. Your decisions over 
the next year will be your gift to the 
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generations to come. You are planting the 
seeds of the future though we may not as yet 
be able to imagine what that future will be. It 
will be a legacy of love that will grow and 
mature and bring sustenance and life to this 
community and to the future members of 
Carlisle and Kilbride. Not such a terrible place 
to be, after all 
 
Blessings, my friends, as we continue along 
our journey of faith, loving and living as 
beloved people of God.  
 
Rev. Allison Playfair 
 

The Holy Land: Talk on Palestine and 
Israel  
                            
Larry Harder and Rev. Allison are offering 
three sessions of personal reflections on their 
trips to the Holy Land. All sessions start at 
2:00 pm in the Church Sanctuary. 
 
First session: Sunday April 24 – Allison will 
share her experiences of the sacred sites with 
theological reflections.  
Second session: Saturday April 30 - Larry will 
explore the stories of the people and the land 
using the lens of a landscape architect. 
Third session: Sunday May 1 – Allison and 
Larry will reflect on the historical and current 
realities lived by the people of this place. 
 

‘Save The Date’ for Lowville 

 
If you have an interest in local history, save 
Saturday August 6 for an historic walk 
through Lowville. The Kilbride History Group  
has been invited to participate in the City of 
Burlington's Heritage Week activities. Join us 
for a walk and talk about the highlights and  
unanswered questions concerning Lowville in 
days gone by.  We promise that we won't walk 
on busy Guelph Line!  Stayed tuned as details 
are confirmed. If you have any questions, 
please email us at kilbridehistory@gmail.com. 
 
Helen Callaway 
 
 

 
Drive Thru Chicken Dinner 
Saturday May 7 
 
Because it was such a success last fall… we 
are going to hold another Chicken Dinner 
fundraiser! 
 
On Saturday May 7, we are offering a Drive 
Thru Chicken Dinner from the church parking 
lot. The chicken will be expertly cooked by the 
same company that has supplied the Carlisle 
Festival for many years. Menu will include 
barbequed half chicken, coleslaw, home-made 
baked beans, roll and brownies – all for $25. 
 
All sales will be in advance, so that you just 
have to drive through and pick up your meal. 
Pick-up times are between 4:30 and 6:30.  
 
Tickets will be available starting around April 
15. Judging by last year, the dinners will go 
quickly and we hope for another sell-out, so 
please get your tickets early to avoid 

disappointment. Watch the 
Church website for the start of 
the online ticket sales or, if you 
need help ordering, you can call 
Joan at 905-689-7293. 
 
 
  

mailto:kilbridehistory@gmail.com
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Vacation Bible School - July 4-8  

 
 If you know any youth 
between the ages of 5 
and 12 who would be 
interested in Vacation 
Bible School "Passport 
to Peace" please have 
them register at 
www.carllisleuc.ca. The 
camp will run from 9 am 
to noon. Registration is 
limited. 

 
We are also looking for enthusiastic volunteers 
to help with the camp. If you or someone you 
know would be interested in volunteering to 
help, please contact Rev. Allison Playfair or 
Janet Witty Heeley.  
 

Messy Church 
 
It has been a long 
break through 
COVID but we are 
excited to be 
hosting a Messy 
Church on 
Wednesday April 27 from 4:30 to 6:30 pm. 
Join us for Bible stories, crafts and fellowship. 
The theme will be “Earth Day”. 
 
Families can register on line at 
www.carllisleuc.ca. We are also looking for 
volunteers to help that evening. If you are able 
to help, please contact Rev. Allison Playfair or 
Janet Witty-Heeley at 905-689-8630. 
 

Fertilizer Sale 
 
Once again, the Church is selling fertilizer and 
premium grass seed as a spring fund-raiser. 
The order deadline is Sunday April 3. The 
fertilizer will be delivered to your home in the 
morning on Saturday April 9. 
 

We are only taking orders and payment on-line 
via the Church web site. Ordering is available 
now at https://carlisle-united-
church.square.site/. Our prices have had to 
increase this year for the first time in many 

years due to the overall supply and labour 
situation. All taxes are included and all items 
will be delivered as per your instructions! 
 
NEED FOR DELIVERY VOLUNTEERS 

Please contact Dave Walker at 
dwwalker@istar.ca or 289-962-9423 if you are 
able to help and/or can provide additional 
people to help deliver. Our normal process is to 
pick up in Freelton at 8:00 am and then make 
the deliveries. We are usually finished and 
home by 10 am or close to that. 
 

Dave Walker 
 

Spring Plant Sale 

 
We will once again be 
offering geraniums and 
begonias this year as full 
flats of bedding plants.  
 
These are the same 
excellent quality plants 
that we obtained last year. The plants are 
grown locally by Foxcroft Nurseries in Carlisle. 
Geraniums will be available in red, pink and 
salmon. Begonias will be available in yellow, 
orange, pink and white. The price will be $35 
for a flat of 10 plants in 4-inch pots. Watch for 
the order form on the Church website in the 
next few weeks. 
 
Plants must be ordered by end of day on 
Wednesday May 11 and prepaid. Plants will 
be delivered (within the Carlisle area) in the 
morning of Tuesday May 17, and left on your 
front porch if no one is home. 
 
For more information on the plant sale, please 
contact Linda Dodman. 
 

Shred that Stuff! 
 
Time to start gathering all those dusty files and 
tax receipts for another paper shredding event 
on Saturday October 15. We will again be 
offering secure document shredding for a 
modest sum, from the comfort and 
convenience of your car. Please tell your 
friends and neighbours! 

http://www.carllisleuc.ca/
http://www.carllisleuc.ca/
https://carlisle-united-church.square.site/
https://carlisle-united-church.square.site/
mailto:dwwalker@istar.ca
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United Church Women 
 

The UCW ladies have just begun meeting 
again after a long and boring winter. They 
decided to have a “Craft Supplies“ Sale on 
Saturday October 1 from 10 am to 2 pm. This 
sale is for craft supplies only – no finished 
products. The UCW supplies will be in the 
Gathering room. The C.E. room will have 
tables rented to crafters who wish to sell some 
of their excess stuff. 
 

The Christmas Bazaar and the Artisan and 
Vendor Sale will be on Saturday November 
26 from 10 am to 2 pm. It will follow the same 
format as last year, with the Bazaar in the 
Gathering room and the Artisans in the C.E. 
room. Planning has begun for both of these 
events. The crochet hooks, knitting needles 
and sewing machines are already busy. 
 

I thought it would be interesting to find out what 
the ladies have been doing since we last met. 
Here are their replies: 

• Betty has been getting her exercise walking 
around her kitchen island. There is now a 
nice oval track the kids can use to race their 
cars and trucks. 

• Gale has been knitting, painting (pictures) 
and doing some on-line learning – grade 
one is tough. 

• Donna`s winter has been spent walking on 
the beach and swimming in the pool. She 
also admits to shopping and drinking wine. 

• Cynthia has been reading and also telling 
Bill what to do, how to do it and when to do 
it (according to Bill). 

• Erika spent the winter weaving sleeping 
mats from milk bags and knitting socks. 

• Evelyn says she has been reading and 
sorting through her pile of magazines – 
trying to find the ‘important’ reason they 
were kept. 

• Lynda had to go to work 
occasionally but her main 
hobby has been annoying 
her mother. 

• Judy has been sewing – 
making Swiffer type cloth 
dusters and floor cleaners. 

They are washable and reusable. 

• Marilyn moved just before Christmas so she 
has been playing in her new kitchen – trying 
to find things and re-reorganizing. 

• When COVID isolation started (2 long years 
ago) Sandy told me that she would finally 
have time to sort through the cupboard over 
the stove - still not done. 

• Eleanor spent time shoveling snow, putting 
jig-saw puzzles together and watching the 
deer. She’s really happy NASCAR has 
started up again. 

• Margriet has been cooking – dealing with 
an enormous zucchini and enjoying pictures 
of her grand-niece. She’s glad the 
restaurants are open now. 

• Dien visited Maggie whenever she felt shut-
in and planned the sewing that she would 
do. 

• Shirley listens to the radio a lot. She now 
has a chair and a ramp so she can get 
around better – hopes to get back to the 
UCW meetings. 

• I have been knitting, crocheting, sewing and 
asking people personal questions. Seemed 
to work. 
 

We also have food and crafts for sale now. 
Pies include Raisin, Blackberry, Mincemeat 
and Bumbleberry, at $10. Cabbage Rolls are 
the 2 packs and are on sale at 2 packages for 
$6.50. Other items available: Pickled beets, 
Pickled pumpkin, Chili sauce, Hot Dog relish, 
Zucchini relish, Cranberry, Apple & Pear, 
Crabapple, Million Dollar relish, Pepper & 
Onion and Onion & Peach relish, Spiced Red 
Currant & Orange jelly, Plum & Black Pepper 
Pineapple Habanero jelly, Red Pepper Jelly, 
Rhubarb & Orange Cranberry & Pear. 
We also have the following jams (250ml): 
Boysenberry, Mixed berry, Strawberry, Black 
Currant, Carrot Cake, Red & Black Currant, 
Blackberry, Peach & Orange, Crabapple jelly &  
Grape jelly. The prices are 250ml for $5.  
 
If you have any questions or wish to order 
something, call or email me at 905-689-8867 or 
judy.parkin@sympstico.ca  
 
Judy Parkin 

mailto:judy.parkin@sympstico.ca
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In Memoriam 
 
Mervyn Bruce McCartney 
June 29,1935 – December 1, 2021 
 

The Carlisle Church community joins 
Merv’s children Dave (Joanne), Doug, Dan 
(Heather), Helen (Don) and Stephen in grieving 
his loss after several years of declining health. 
He is also mourned by his devoted partner of 
the past 24 years, Lynn Gladstone, and her 
children Andrew (Robyn) and Laura (Bill). He 
was pre-deceased by his wife of 42 years, 
Marie, and by his parents Russell and Alma 
McCartney of Carlisle, brother Lee, and sisters 
Vera and Lenore. 
 
Merv was an avid fisherman and enjoyed Ice-
fishing on Lake Simcoe, rainbow trout fishing at 
Owen Sound, dip-netting for smelt under the 
Skyway Bridge and trolling for salmon on Lake 
Ontario in his boat ‘McTurtle’. He was also an 
enthusiastic motorcyclist, touring most of 
Canada and the lower 48 states on one of his 
Honda Gold Wings. He loved baseball and in 
his younger days was an ace fastball pitcher. 
 
Merv worked at Stelco for 32 years, operating 
the overhead cranes that moved the large rolls 
of steel around the mill. In retirement he 
devoted many hours of volunteer service to the 
Flamborough Food Bank and enjoyed singing 
bass with the choir at the Carlisle United 
Church. Our sincere sympathies to all who 
loved him. 

 
Audrey May Harder (nee Swaffer) 
May 20,1939 – February 26, 2022 
 
Predeceased by her husband Donald 

in 2015. Mother of Heather Lynn (Andrew) 
Warner and Richard Donald Todd (Jennifer) 
Harder. Audrey was born in Winnipeg and 
married Don, the love of her life, in 1960. They 
moved to Ontario after Heather was born. 
Audrey held various roles in the banking 
industry and was the head of a foreign 
exchange department, while also dedicating 
herself to family. She taught Sunday School 
and was a Brownie Guide leader, and was 

interested in many outdoor activities such as 
walking, cross-country skiing, golf and horses. 
We remember the Harders especially for their 
support of the Carlisle Festival, always lending 
us a hay wagon for the stage, and extend our 
sympathies to Audrey’s family. 
 

 
Mark Your Calendar 
 

• Every second Thursday ~ 
Devotions group on Zoom 

• Saturdays March 26, May 
28 – Scout Bottle Drive, 9 am to noon 

• Sunday April 3 ~ Fertilizer order deadline 

• Saturday April 9 ~ Fertilizer deliveries 

• Sunday April 10 ~ Palm Sunday, 11 am 

• Mondays April 11, May 9, June 13, July 
11 ~ Prayer Circle, 12:45 

• Thursday April 14 ~ Maundy Thursday 
service in Kilbride, 7 pm 

• Friday April 15 ~ Good Friday service in 
Carlisle, 10 am 

• Sunday April 17 ~ Easter service in 
Kilbride 9:30, in Carlisle 11 am 

• Sunday April 24, Saturday April 30, 
Sunday May 1 ~ The Holy Land: Palestine 
and Israel, Rev. Allison Playfair and Larry 
Harder, 2 pm 

• Wednesday April 27 ~ Messy Church, 
Theme = Earth Day, 4:30-6:30 

• Saturday May 7 ~ Drive Thru Chicken 
Dinner, 4:30-6:30 

• Wednesday May 11 ~ Plant sale order 
deadline 

• Tuesday May 17 ~ Plant sale deliveries, 
9:30-11:30 

• Saturday June 18 ~ Concert in the Park 

• Monday July 4 to Friday July 8 ~ Summer 
Day Camp, 9 am to noon 

• Saturday August 6 ~ Historic Walk in 
Lowville 

• Saturday October 1 ~ Craft Supply Sale, 
10 to 2 

• Saturday October 15 ~ Paper Shredding 
Event, 10 to 1 

• Saturday November 26 ~ Christmas 
Bazaar and Artisan Sale, 10 to 2  

This Photo by 

https://www.deviantart.com/ollinatl/art/calendar-clipart-115688405
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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 Dear Friends, 
 
My thanks to Janet Heeley and Mary Gilbert 
who suggested these words of gratitude for 
your support and contributions following Merv 
McCartney’s death on December 1. 
 
Merv’s five year “dementia journey” followed 
many years of a life well lived. His first 20 and 
last 20 years involved life at Carlisle United. 
Without your caring and assistance, his 
‘Church Life’ would have ended much sooner. 
For this, we were and are truly blessed. Thank 
you. 
 
Sincerely, Lynn Gladstone 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer Circle 

 
After having our most recent meetings on 
Zoom, we have been able to gather for our 
February meeting inside the church building. It 
warms our hearts to be able to share together 
and to uphold before God concerns for our 
church family, the wider community and the 
world.  
 
Our monthly meetings are held on the second 
Monday of the month at 12:45 p.m. We 
continue to give thanks for the rich fellowship 
and the dedicated workers in our church. 
 
 

 

  

Erika Friesen with “Thank You” bags distributed to 
attendees at the World Day of Prayer service in Carlisle 
on Friday March 4. The gift bags included a prayer by 
Rev. Allison, tea and two candles. (photo courtesy of 
Joan Eagle)  

Izata, a care giver at CAMA Woodlands LTC, wearing 
one of the Sewing Circle’s recently-donated scrub 
caps. (photo courtesy of Maureen Trenkler) 



7 

Finance Update 
 

To the end of February, our envelope and PAR 
givings were $9,057 or 3.6% less than last 
year. Thanks to a donation through Canada 
Helps, our total receipts exceeded last year. 
Mission & Services donations were about 
$1,500, slightly less than last year. Our deficit 
for the first two months is $15,500, compared 
to last year’s deficit of $13,500. The main 
reason for the deficit increase is because the 
Federal Government COVID wage subsidy 
program has been discontinued.  
 

Recently we applied for two Ontario 
Government grants. The first is Anti-Hate 
Security Measures. This $7,500 grant is being 
used to enhance the church building security 
with the addition of two surveillance cameras 
and much improved lighting. The second grant, 
of $1,500, is recovery of a portion of our 
energy costs due to COVID gathering 
restrictions. 
 

NEW – we can now accept donations to our 
church operations by e-Transfer. Just send any 
donation to secretary@carlisleuc.ca. This 
method is less costly to the church. Donations 
by credit card are still acceptable! 
On behalf of the Finance Committee, thanks 
for your giving of finances, time and talents. 
 

Barry Gilbert, Treasurer 

 
The Church Trustees 
 

While the Trustees are not as “visible” in the 
day-to-day activities of the church, they are 
“busy behind the scenes”. We meet on a 
regular basis and in-between if issues arise 
that require input and decisions. Among other 
items, the Trustees are responsible for:  
1. Ensuring the operation of the cemetery is 
compliant with the regulations and bulletins (of 
which there are many) issued by the 
Bereavement Authority of Ontario (BAO).  
2. The maintenance and smooth operation of 
the Cemetery. 
3. Reviewing the church investments and, 
along with the financial advisors, making 
adjustments to the portfolios as required.  

4. Reviewing the Cemetery By-laws and 
updating when necessary and securing BAO 
approval of the changes.  
5.Reviewing the church insurance policies to 
ensure the church and its contents are 
adequately insured.  
6. Abiding by the responsibilities of the Trustees as 
set out by the United Church of Canada. 
 7. Reviewing the church finances and approving 
loans made available from the federal government 
(COVID-related financial programs). 
 

Andy Tarrant, Chair 

 

Of Fabric, Elastic and Buttons 
 

My dear friend Trudi Down has been patiently 
listening to tales of the Carlisle United Church 
Sewing Circle for several years. Recently, she 
was looking for a positive topic to write about 
for her Writing Group, and the Sewing Circle 
came to mind! She says her story is a ‘fictional 
work’, but I think it’s a pretty accurate 
description of our journey. Trudi’s story has 
been added to the Sewing Circle webpage if 
you would like to read it: https://www.carlisleuc. 
ca/cuc-face-mask-sewing-circle 
 

Cathy Moulder 

Congratulations to our diligent and resourceful Treasurer, 
Barry Gilbert, on the recent receipt of an Ontario Volunteer 
Services Award for many years of dedicated service to Carlisle 
United Church. The award was presented virtually because of 
COVID. (photo courtesy of Mary Gilbert) 

mailto:secretary@carlisleuc.ca
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Property 
 
Over the next few weeks, you will probably 
notice some changes around the church 
building. The roof over the Food Bank will be 
undergoing some much-needed repairs. As 
well, new lighting and cameras are being 
installed to enhance overall security around the 
building. Grading and repairs to the parking lot 
will also be undertaken.  
 
We are very excited about the Food Bank’s 
plans for the construction of a “Community 
Garden” (see draft plan below). 
 
And thank you to Nina Trevisan, our neighbour 
from across the road, for the donation of the 
Christmas Angel decoration that has been 
gracing our Cemetery gate over the past few 
months. Nina has generously offered to let us 
continue to store the angel in her barn in the 
off-season! 
 
Bob Moulder  
 

 

 
 

 
This is a draft sketch of 
the “Community 
Garden” proposed by 
the Food Bank. It will 
be located at the very 
back corner of the 
Church on the parking 
lot side. The garden 
will consist of raised 
beds with wheel-chair 
accessible pathways 
between them and 
around the perimeter. 
The fence, the 
walkways and all 
structures will be non-
permanent. Runoff 
from the roof will be 
collected in rain barrels 
for watering the plants.  
 
 
 
 

Angel on the Cemetery gate, 
donated by neighbour Nina 
Trevisan. 
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On Sunday March 20, Carlisle and Kilbride United 
Churches celebrated a joyful Covenanting Service, 
to formally welcome Rev. Allison Playfair. More 
photos are available on the Church website. 
(photos courtesy of Mary Gilbert and Cathy 
Moulder) 

 


