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Playfair’s Ponderings 

 

Happy New Year! For schools and churches, 
September is really the start of a new cycle of 
activities – of learning and doing and finding 
the rhythm for the year to come after the ‘lazy 
days’ of summer. I wonder if your summer was 
that – lazy – or was it full of activity? At any 
rate, here we are in the last few weeks of 
summer, with the nights beginning to cool 
(thankfully) and the days filled with the glow of 
summer’s last heat. 
 
What will this Autumn bring? Who can say? 
We can but look to each day with hope and 
promise, trusting in the spirit to move us, just 
as the winds blow the clouds, gently passing 
along or scudding in a fury. We heed the Call 
of God and dance to the music of the colours 
of Fall.  

I share with you an excerpt from “God’s Finger 
Painting” by Deborah Ann Belka: 

I love when God, 
starts to finger paint 
Autumn’s glorious colors 
with no holds or restraint. 
The colors splash about, 
vibrant shades of orange-red 
mingled with shiny slivers 
of brilliant golden thread. 

(https://www.christart.com/poetry/poem/3573) 
 
What beautiful colours does God reveal in your 
soul? How do you let the light shine forth from 
your thoughts and actions? Perhaps this is a 
time for resting in the cool of the shadows and 
witnessing to the glory of others. You know 

better than any other, so listen to the stirrings 
of the quiet voice within and be content with its 
direction.  
 
September 12 is a Blessing of the Pets 
Service at Carlisle. We will celebrate the love 
of our dear friends – those with us and those 
gone over the rainbow bridge to await us.  
 
On September 19 – HURRAH!! – we are 
looking forward to gathering in our Sanctuaries 
once again for worship: 9:30 at Kilbride and 11 
am at Carlisle, where we will Celebrate our 
Anniversary. Services in the buildings will not 
be as they once were, but then, everything in 
life evolves and changes; so do we, and our 
Worship will be no less filled with Spirit and 
beauty. 
 
May our lives be filled with gratitude and a 
good heart, ready to go forth with kindness and 
compassion, meeting all with humility and love. 
 
Blessings, Rev Allie 
 
 
 

 

  

 
Sanctuary Re-Opening ~ 
Services in Church Again 

Starting September 19 
 

Details on page 2 

https://poetrybydeborahann.wordpress.com/2016/09/01/gods-finger-painting/
https://poetrybydeborahann.wordpress.com/2016/09/01/gods-finger-painting/
https://poetrybydeborahann.wordpress.com/author/theywhoseek/
https://www.christart.com/poetry/poem/3573
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Things to Watch For:  
 
Thursday September 16 
at 10 am: Devotional 
Group – Book: May I Have 
This Dance by Joyce Rupp. 
We will meet in person. If 
you are interested in 
joining, please contact Rev. Allison, 905-802-
8112 or revaplayfair@hotmail.com. 
 
Wednesday October 6: Men’s Group: Are 
you interested in getting together for some 
fellowship? We would meet once a month for 
coffee on the first Wednesday of the month.  
 
September 29: Indigenous Children Then, 
Now, and Tomorrow: Online Panel 
Indigenous Ministries and Justice is hosting an 
Orange Shirt Day panel on September 29, 
2021 at 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. ET. Panelists Allison 
Forsberg, Jocelyn Formsma, Leeann Shimoda, 
and the Rev. Murray Pruden will explore how 
Indigenous children and families were and 
continue to be impacted by colonialism. They 
will answer a series of questions posed by our 
moderator Springwater Hester-Meawassige, 
which will touch on a range of topics including 
Indigenous Children in Residential Schools, 
Sixties Scoop, Millennial Scoop, and bringing 
our children home.  
 
For more information or to sign up please visit 
the United in Learning website 
(https://www.united-in-
learning.com/index.php/webinars/414-
indigenous-children-then-now-and-tomorrow) 
or contact Rev. Allie if you are interested. 

 
A Message from Your Logistics 
Committee 

 
We have met several times through the 
summer to discuss various requests for use of 
the churches during the pandemic. We 
continue to meet on an as-needed basis in this 
ever-changing climate of COVID. If you have 
questions about Church building use, please 
contact Andrea McRae or Maureen Trenkler. 

 

Sanctuary Re-Opening 
 

The Worship committee would like to begin in- 
person worship services on Sunday 
September 19 at 9:30 in Kilbride and 11:00 
am in Carlisle.  
 

In order to keep within the protocols outlined by 
the government, for Carlisle we have 25 "pods" 
available in the sanctuary. Each pod will seat a 
single person or a family of up to three people. 
To reserve a "pod" you must email the 
church at secretary@carlisleuc.ca or call 
905-689-8630 by 10:00 am on the Friday 
morning before the service. 
 
For Carlisle, we ask that everyone enter the 
church through the front doors (Centre Road) 
and you will be ushered to your "pod", where 
you are asked to remain seated throughout the 
service. Exit through the small door at the front 
of the sanctuary and out the side door (parking 
lot). The elevator will be available for those 
who need it. There are sanitation stations set 
up at both doors. Masks are mandatory and 
there will be no singing. There will be no coffee 
hour after worship. 
 

There are no special instructions for 
attendance at Kilbride. 
 

Thank you for your patience and co-operation 
through these trying times. 
  

Prayer Circle 
 

Our prayer group had met during the summer 
outside the church in the shade under the 
trees. This has been a meaningful time of 
sharing for those able to attend. We know 
there are some for whom it is not possible to 
join in these meetings and want to say how 
much we appreciate their faithfulness in 
offering prayers regularly in their own homes 
for concerns on our list.  
 

This Fall we plan to resume our monthly 
gatherings beginning on Monday September 
13 at 12:45 pm, trusting in God’s continuing 
power to provide healing and peace. 
 

Joan Eagle 

mailto:revaplayfair@hotmail.com
https://www.united-in-learning.com/index.php/webinars/414-indigenous-children-then-now-and-tomorrow
https://www.united-in-learning.com/index.php/webinars/414-indigenous-children-then-now-and-tomorrow
https://www.united-in-learning.com/index.php/webinars/414-indigenous-children-then-now-and-tomorrow
mailto:secretary@carlisleuc.ca
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Migrant Workers’ News 
 
It is a good harvest this year. Local roadside 
stands and markets brimming with freshly 
gathered vegetables, ripe peaches, plums and 
apples are everywhere, evidence of the 
unseen angels whose labours have contributed 
so much to this abundance. We have had no 
direct contact with our migrant friends since our 
very successful Father’s Day greeting card 
event in June, but our Migrants Matter 
Flamborough (MMF) colleagues have been 
continuing to bring them joy throughout the 
Spring and summer. Below are two of their 
major initiatives: 

• A very generous corporate donation 

from Mark’s Work Wearhouse/Canadian 

Tire enabled the team to provide over 

150 pairs of work boots and safety 

shoes to the workers. The migrants 

were able to come to a central location 

in small groups, with all COVID 

precautions in place, to try on the 

footwear and be properly fitted.  

• In the Spring, “100 Women Who Care-

Flamborough”, through Terry Hubbard’s 

tireless efforts, donated a large sum of 

money with which MMF purchased 

warm, Canadian-made, zippered 

“hoodie” jackets. The team were able to 

learn each worker’s size, arrange for the 

hoodies to be made, and they are now 

well underway in making appointments 

to deliver these gifts from the 

community. You can view the 

heartwarming response from some of 

the workers on the MMF Facebook 

page. 

“It has been a pleasure to be able to do these 
two major projects at a time when other 
gatherings and social connections are so 
limited” said Sheila Leighton, an MMF team 
member. 
 
Marie Ireland’s friend Carol Bleses continued 
to make her fingers fly in the production of yet 
another batch of colourful knit toques which will 
be welcomed by our friends when our climate 

turns chilly. The word “toque” or the need for 
them is unknown in Mexico, but these beauties 
might start a new fashion trend! Thank you to 
Carol and to Marie for coordinating this 
thoughtful gift. 
 
Regrettably, with strict COVID precautions still 
in place, it is unlikely that there will be any 
change to the rules governing the migrant 
workers’ activities this fall. They are not 
permitted to leave the farms and personal visits 
to the farm offices are by appointment only. 
They are also not allowed to accept used 
clothing. As a result, Sharon and I are 
challenged to find a way to make Thanksgiving 
special for them and to give them a send-off to 
remember.  More later... your input and ideas 
are welcomed. 
 

“We are grateful to all those who labored in - 
together with - the earth so that this harvest 
time might come to fullness”. Prayer for the 
harvest 
 

Sharon Banks and Catherine Swatton 
 
 

 

Some of the lovely Father's Day cards prepared as gifts 
for local migrant workers in June. Sharon and Catherine 
gathered 120 cards, hand-made by both children and 
adults, one for every worker on our local farms as well 
as a few extras. A sincere thank you to all who created 
cards, and inspired children and grandchildren to do the 
same. 
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Drive Thru Chicken Dinner 
Saturday September 18 
 
Our tireless Festival Committee has been at a 
loss without the Carlisle Festival to plan these 
past two years. So we are trying a different 
fund-raiser, with the same chicken dinner 
theme.  
 
On Saturday September 18, we are offering a 
Drive Thru Chicken Dinner from the church 
parking lot. The chicken will be expertly cooked 
by the same company that has supplied the 
Festival for many years. Menu will include 
barbequed half chicken, coleslaw, home-made 
baked beans, roll and brownies – all for $20. 
 
All sales will be in advance, so that you just 
have to drive through and pick up your meal. 
 
Pick-up times are between 4:30 and 6:30. 
Tickets are selling fast and we hope for a sell-
out, so please get your tickets early to avoid 
disappointment. 
 
You can purchase dinners online at 
https://www.carlisleuc.ca/chicken-dinner using 
a credit card. Or if you need help ordering, you 
can call Joan at 905-802-0707 or Cathy at 289-
527-0712. 
 
 

We do need some volunteers to assist with the 
dinner in the following areas: 

• Saturday morning from 11am to 1pm for 
coleslaw container filling 

• Set up Saturday from 2 to 4pm - 4 people 
required 

• Saturday from 4 to 6:30pm - 2 runners 
moving packaged dinners to cars, 7 people 
required for packing and 6 people required 
from 6:30 to whenever for clean-up and 
takedown 

 
Please contact Mark Stanski 
at msstanski@gmail.com or 
905.464.1241 if you can 
help. Thank you! 
 
 
 

Shred that Stuff! 
Saturday October 2, 10 am to 2 pm 
 
Time to sort out all those outdated documents and 
bring them to the church parking lot for our 
shredding fund-raiser. These can be any kind of 
personal or confidential documents: old tax and 
bank statements, legal files, credit card statements, 
invoices, investment records, etc. 
 
A donation of $5 for a grocery bag or $10 for a 
banker’s box is suggested. Donations above this 
amount would be gratefully received for this 
fundraiser. The on-site shredding will be 
accomplished by a truck from PaperSavers, a 
family owned and operated company from 
Markham. 
 
Please ask your friends and neighbours to support 
this fund-raiser. 

 

https://www.carlisleuc.ca/chicken-dinner
mailto:msstanski@gmail.com
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Carlisle United Church Memorial 
Stained Glass Windows 

 
COVID-19 has brought many disruptions over 
the past year, but also a few opportunities. 
Arlene Munro and I have worked together 
remotely to celebrate something we both love – 
the beautiful stained glass windows in our 
sanctuary. The result is a book and we are 
very excited that it is now ready to go to print! 
 

Arlene, as you may know, is very interested in 
local history and local families. She is already 
the author of several books, including A History 
of Carlisle United Church: From Its Beginnings 
to 1991 and several family genealogies. One of 
the windows commemorates her grandparents, 
Joseph and Hannah Bogle. And I have a new 
camera, which has required a lot of practicing. 
Together, we have produced something 
special! 
 
Our book, which is titled Carlisle United Church 
Memorial Stained Glass Windows includes 
photographs of each of the eleven windows 
and two doors. There are also close-up photos 
of some of the lovely details, and a brief 
description of symbols that the windows 
include and the bible verses that they refer to. 
Then there is a fascinating little family history 
of each of the individuals who are 
commemorated by the windows, with many 
historical photos from Arlene’s personal 
collection and from family albums. 
 
We are very grateful to the many, many people 
who have assisted in this project, with family 
anecdotes and photographs. Thank you for 
making the research interesting and 
meaningful. 
 
The book will be printed in a very limited 
number and will be for sale for $25.00. If you 
would like to have a copy for yourself or a 
friend, please contact Arlene at 905-689-5586 
or munro331@yahoo.ca. Any money received 
above the cost of printing will be donated to the 
Church. 
 

Cathy Moulder 

 

 

 

mailto:munro331@yahoo.ca
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U.C.W. News 
 

Meetings are now possible (with masks and no 
hugging) – just have to organize some. 
 

Our much postponed “Craft Supplies Sale”, 
which we hoped to have in October, is once 
again… postponed. However, the U.C.W. 
“Christmas in the Country Bazaar” is going to 
happen on Saturday November 27 from 10am 
to 2pm in the Gathering room. We are planning 
to have some Crafts and many of our favourite 
Deli items. Evelyn, Eleanor and Lynda 
have already been busy canning. This will be 
a “LIVE” Bazaar. Masks must be worn by 
everyone and a limited number of customers 
will be allowed in a once. It will be good to be 
able to see our customers again. No pre-orders 
will be available. The same day we will have 
the “Artisan & Vendor Sale” in the CE 
room. Gale Bale is in charge of this part of the 
event. In accordance with the COVID rules, a 
much smaller number of tables will be 
available. 
 

We will provide the Bazaar stuff and I hope you 
will come as customers. 
 

Judy Parkin 
 

Finance Update 
 

Thanks again for your continued financial 
support. Givings are $42,300 to the end of 
August, down $12,000 or 22% compared to 
last year. This shortfall was partially offset by 
our fundraising events. To date we have 
received $31,830 from the Government wage 
subsidy programs. Operating and property 
maintenance expenses are higher than last 
year. The result is a deficit of $15,600, 
compared to a deficit of $7,300 last year. 
Without the wage subsidy programs, our deficit 
would be much higher and we would be facing 
a bank overdraft position. On a positive note, 
M&S donations are 14% greater than last year. 
Because the subsidy programs are scheduled 
to finish this month, we need to catch up on our 
givings and hopefully the upcoming fundraising 
events will help. 

Barry Gilbert, Treasurer 

Our deepest sympathies to Frances Quarrington on the 
loss of her dear little friend Otis the pug. Here he is, 
enjoying Heather's music in the fall of 2018. 

Were you at the parking lot service on May 9? The 
scripture was John 15:1-8 "The True Vine". Lynn 
Gladstone handed out little pots of ivy to symbolize the 
"True Vine" for each of us. Is your vine thriving? Send 
in a photo for the next issue please. (This one is at 
Moulders’ cottage.)  


