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Harry and Pola Triandis Doctoral Thesis Award 
2026
The Harry and Pola Triandis Doctoral Thesis Award is one of IACCP’s most important mechanisms for recognizing and encouraging outstanding doctoral research in cross-cultural and cultural psychology and for supporting the early careers of emerging scholars. The award honors doctoral theses that demonstrate scholarly excellence, innovation, methodological rigor, and significant contributions to theory and research in cross-cultural psychology. 
The 2026 competition was advertised in November 2025, with applications due on 1 December 2025. Seventeen eligible applications were received from across the globe, representing Asia, Western and Eastern Europe, North and South America, and Australia. Although the geographical diversity of submissions was impressive, no applications were received from Africa this year. The submissions also reflected diversity in applicants’ backgrounds and experiences and demonstrated the increasingly international reach of cross-cultural psychological research. 
The submissions covered an exceptionally broad range of topics. These included cultural intelligence and thriving in global virtual teams, bicultural identity development among immigrant and minority youth, Indigenous rights movements and cultural identity, discrimination and acculturation processes among immigrant women, place and relocation experiences, multicultural identities in multinational organizations, the dynamics of human values, ecological relatedness and well-being, cross-cultural experiences of music and emotion, expatriate adjustment, language barriers in psychosocial care, accent-based experiences and prejudice, family relationships and adolescent well-being, socioeconomic identity integration, motivation across sociocultural contexts, and long-term intercultural adaptation among migrants. Collectively, the submissions highlighted the methodological and conceptual richness of contemporary cross-cultural psychology. 
The evaluation process occurred in two stages. In the first stage, regional representatives independently reviewed and scored the anonymized abstracts of all seventeen submissions according to the award criteria. Based on these evaluations, four finalists were selected and invited to submit their full doctoral dissertations for a second round of review. The finalists’ dissertations addressed diverse and highly relevant themes: perceived discrimination and immigrant women’s acculturation, the experience of place and relocation, multicultural identity integration and retention in multinational corporations, and the relationship between ecological relatedness and subjective well-being. The finalists’ work collectively exemplified the breadth, theoretical sophistication, and societal relevance of contemporary cross-cultural scholarship. 
Following a rigorous review process conducted during January 2026, the committee reached its final decision in February 2026 and selected Dr. Elena Piccinelli as the recipient of the 2026 Harry and Pola Triandis Doctoral Thesis Award. Dr. Piccinelli, a researcher and lecturer in cultural and social psychology at Iscte – University Institute of Lisbon, completed her doctoral dissertation entitled Subtle, but not innocuous: The role of perceived discrimination within the psychological acculturation process of immigrant women in May 2025. Her dissertation examined how subtle forms of discrimination and microaggressions shape immigrant women’s psychological acculturation and adaptation. Drawing on multiple methodologies and integrating perspectives from intersectionality, colonialism, and intergroup relations, her work demonstrates the profound consequences that subtle discrimination can have for immigrant women’s well-being and adaptation outcomes. Her research exemplifies theoretical innovation, methodological excellence, and meaningful implications for policy and intervention.
As part of the award, Dr. Piccinelli will receive a monetary prize, conference registration and travel support, and will present her work at the 2026 IACCP Congress in Leuven, Belgium, where attendees will have the opportunity to engage with this outstanding doctoral research. 
On behalf of IACCP, I extend sincere thanks to the regional representatives and members of the review committee for their thoughtful and rigorous evaluations. The high quality and diversity of this year’s submissions reaffirm the vitality of cross-cultural psychology and underscore the importance of continuing to support emerging scholars whose work advances our understanding of culture and human behavior.
Prof. Sophie D. Walsh
Deputy Secretary-General, IACCP
Chair, Harry and Pola Triandis Doctoral Thesis Award 2026 Committee
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