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Kids that attend worship will receive a Free 
Kona Ice! Adults will have an opportunity to 
purchase from Kona Ice or a coffee from Do 
More Good Coffee Truck. 

We’ll have the bounce house set up, a tattoo 
station and other activities to keep you busy! 
Invite your friends!  
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FALL RUMMAGE SALE  
 

The annual Fall Rummage Sale benefits Homework Help & Hoops (HHH). 
 

*Please Read for Time Changes! 
Start cleaning your 

cupboards, closets, and 
basements! 

Volunteer Sign-Up Sheets 
are available in Faith Hall 

and the church office. 
 

Contact Mandi with any questions at  
hhh@stjohnucc-collinsville.org  

mailto:hhh@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
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Youth Ministries Italian Fest Parking Fundraiser 
 

The Italian Fest is September 18 and 19, which 
means it is time for Youth Ministries to block off 
the parking lots at St. John Church and volunteers 
to collect money to raise funds for the youth. 
 
Church members can help us in a couple of ways: 

1. Purchase a $25 VIP parking pass that entitles the 
purchaser to a guaranteed, assigned parking spot, with 
come and go privileges in the Clay Street lot across 
from the church, (passes on sale in the Atrium on the 
Sundays before the event or in the church 
office), or 
 
2. Work a shift to collect money and direct cars 
to parking spots in the church lots on either 
Friday, Sept. 18 or Saturday, Sept. 19. By 
helping, you may purchase a VIP parking pass 
for ONLY $15. Contact Leslie (618 691-3629) if 
you would like to help! 

 

Do you have pictures of St. John UCC events, programs or one of our 
missions on your phone? We’d love to see them! Amy will use these 
photos to spread the word on how we help the community, and she will 
use some in the Annual Report. Please send photos to Amy by email, 
office@stjohnucc-collinsville.org or text 618-973-7771.  
 

 

Sunday 
       Attendance

 

 

July 2026 
9:30 am 
Worship 

Digital 
Views 

YouTube 
July 5th  55 61 
July 12th   71 66 
July 19th  81 41 
July 26th  78 50 
Average  71 55 

mailto:office@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
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Gifts to the Church 

 

St. John UCC gratefully received a memorial bequest from 
the Robert Karrer Estate, which has been designated for 
future memorial purposes. 

 

Council Highlights 
• Approved purchase of freezer for SOS Soup 

Kitchen using SOS funds. 
• Approved plan to invite the congregation to 

donate toward replacing water fountains with 
fountains which can filter microplastics.  The 
request will be made after determining costs of 
the fountains, filters, and installation. 

• Scheduled a meeting to evaluate the current 
staff configuration in light of strategic plan goals. 

• Scheduled an information session after worship 
on August 30 to get input from the congregation 
on the possibility of allowing the local Unitarian 
congregation to share our facilities beginning in 
2027. 

• Thanked the Bob Gassmann family for donating 
new signage for the Italian Fest parking lot 
fundraiser which supports Youth Ministries. 

• Discussed who could help write emergency 
procedures for the church.  We welcome 
volunteers!  Please let Amy know if you are willing 
to help. 

*Please Note: Final Council and Special 
Congregational Meeting minutes are available 
from the church office upon request. 

 

To access the St. John UCC Collinsville 
YouTube channel, search 
@st.johnunitedchurchofchris446 
Look for: St. John United Church of Christ 
Collinsville, IL  

Have you remembered 
St. John  

United Church of Christ, 
Collinsville, in your  

Will or Final Bequest? 

Home Communion Available 
Do you worship from home on 
livestream or YouTube? If you 
want to participate in 
communion at home, there are 
pre-filled cups available in the 
church office! 
 

 

Staff & Leadership 
 

Rev. Miranda Moeller, Pastor, 
pastormiranda@stjohnucc-collinsville.org  
Amy Rhymer, Pastoral Assistant/ 
Communications 
office@stjohnucc-collinsville.org 
Jenny King, Music Director 
music@stjohnucc-collinsville.org  
Laurie Voss, Accompanist 
Mandi Voegele, HHH Program Director 
HHH@stjohnucc-collinsville.org  
Leslie Musallam, Christian Education 
Ginger Schantz, Council President 
churchcouncil@stjohnucc-collinsville.org 
Anita Whittington, VP 
Paul Ham, Treasurer, Deacons Chair 
Nancy Berry, Secretary, Elders Chair 
Dena Bieser, Trustee Chair 
Jon Hester, bookkeeper 
bookkeeper@stjohnucc-collinsville.org  
The Learning Tree Preschool,  
618-344-2562 
St. John Cemetery, 618-344-0749 
St. John’s Community Care,  
618-344-5008 

 

mailto:pastormiranda@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
mailto:office@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
mailto:music@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
mailto:HHH@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
mailto:churchcouncil@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
mailto:bookkeeper@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
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July Financial Stewardship Report 
Gratitude in the Heart of Summer 

As summer moves along, we give thanks for the faithfulness that carries St. John through every 
season. Your envelope giving has continued to run ahead of plan for the year — through July, 
envelope offerings are about $13,300 (roughly 6%) ahead of budget. It is a steady, encouraging 
sign of the commitment so many of you make to the life and ministry of our church. 
 

We also want to keep sharing an honest picture of where we stand. Through the first seven 
months, our expenses have outpaced our offerings, leaving the General Fund with a shortfall 
of about $70,600 at this point in the year. Some of that reflects seasonal and one-time costs. 
Still, it is a good reminder that our ministry depends on steady, year-round generosity. If you 
are able to keep up — or increase — your regular offering, it truly helps keep us on solid 
footing. 
 

We are grateful, too, for the way you supported our HHH ministry and this summer's youth 
camp. Thanks to your gifts and to generous grant support, these programs were very nearly 
funded in full — allowing our young people to take part without adding strain to the church's 
budget. Your gifts to these ministries go directly to the work they support. 
 

This month we also give thanks for a generous memorial gift from the estate of Robert Karrer. 
Gifts like this, given in loving memory, become a lasting blessing to the congregation and a 
testimony to a life of faith. 
 

Thank you for your continued faithfulness and generosity. If you have questions about giving 
or would like to set up electronic offerings, please reach out to the church office — we are 
always glad to help. 
 

 

Volunteer Opportunity Help Spread the St. John Welcome 
The congregation is invited to participate as 
volunteers at the St. John booth at the Metro East 
Pride Fest on Main Street in Belleville on Saturday, 
October 3rd. We will be sharing information about 
our church and our church activities with the 
attendees at the event. Volunteers are asked to fill a 
2-hour time slot between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. There 
will be at least 2 people at the booth for each time 
period. If you are interested in helping spread the St. 
John welcome at the Pride event, please look for the 
sign-up sheet in the Narthex or call the church office 
at (618) 344-2526.  
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A big thank you to our volunteers Jerry & Dorothy Young. Dale & Bonnie 
Farrington, Shere & Harry Dapron, Keith & Joy Honegger, Dave Sheahan & 
Jean Nicolussi and Vicki Donovan for delivering during the heat of our July. 
Our next tour will be the last week of September.  

We are always in need of additional drivers. Please consider joining our 
team and enjoy the benefits of serving others. It is only one week’s 
commitment, four times a year. Let Vicki know if you are interested in 
more information. 

Thank you for an amazing Installation service and an awesome 
reception afterwards! The gifts from the church were just right. 
A personalized hanger for a robe, a name plate for my desk that 
holds business cards (and it’s my favorite color) and my own 
travel communion set. The entire day was wonderful. 

 
 
 
 
 

ALTAR COMMITTEE 

IS LOOKING FOR NEW VOLUNTEERS TO HELP 

PREPARE SANCTUARY FOR WORSHIP AND HELP 

PREPARE COMMUNION. IF YOU ARE 

INTERESTED, PLEASE CONTACT KAREN TAKE. 

 

YOUTH MINISTRIES 
 

We are in need of a crib room volunteer 
on the 4th Sunday of each month. If you 
are interested, please let Leslie, 
Stephanie or Amy know. 
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S.O.S. Soup Kitchen  
The next time St. John UCC serves is not until October 1st. Please see John 
Green in the Narthex the Sunday morning before we serve. The need is 
greater than we could have imagined. S.O.S. is averaging around 225 meals 
each Tuesday and Thursday. If you are unable to donate your time, you 
may be able to donate food or monetary support. 
 

 

       Save the Date! 

You’re Invited! 
 

The next Movie Matinee will be 
Monday, September14th at 1:00 pm in 
the Theater. They will be viewing The 
Bourne Identity. No need for 
reservations, bring yourself and 
whatever snacks you’d like!  
 

Our next lunch will be Thursday, September 17th at 1:00 pm, location still yet to be 
determined. Make your reservation by adding your name to the sign-up sheet in the 
Narthex or calling Amy (618-344-2526). You'll enjoy being part of the group  

Faith Walking  
September Prayer Theme: “Follow God’s Lead” 
“Trust in the Lord… He will make your paths straight.” 

 -Proverbs 3:5-6 
 

6:30 – 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
June Mileage: 583 | Year to Date: 4,846 
Greeters help you log your progress!  
Free-Will Offering.  

Pickleball 
Put Your  
Game Face On! 
Mondays from 
5:30-8:00 P.M.  
Learn the game while you play! 
A free-will offering will be accepted.  
Questions:  
Contact Norb Kniepp at 618-830-2621 
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Dear St. John UCC members and friends of HHH: 
 

On July 26th we wrapped up our 13th Annual HHH Summer Camp with a special song 
during service and the 2026 Art Show and reception during coffee hour. THANK YOU to all 
who attended! 
 

From June 1st through July 23rd, HHH provided a fun and safe place for 105 children and 
teens ages 4 to 18 across race, religion, ability, and socioeconomic status. On average, 
50 campers and 10 teen helpers attended each day to eat a free lunch and participate in 
summer camp activities. 
 

The 2026 theme was “Fable Forest”, and each week was based around a life lesson from 
Aesop’s Fables. From Monday through Thursday, children aged four to thirteen enjoyed 
classes including Art, Music, STEM, Brain Games, Reading Buddies, P.E., LEGO, Board 
Games, Puzzles, Cooking Class, and more. High school age youth were our junior leaders, 
assisting the adult volunteers with taking each group of children around to activities and 
often participating themselves as well. 
 

In partnership with the Collinsville Food Pantry and our financial sponsors, St. John 
provided more than one thousand, seven hundred free hot lunches and three hundred 
and twelve “Tote Me Home” bags of groceries for families to take home for the weekend. 
We also offered free vision screenings, free haircuts, and backpacks filled with school 
supplies for each camper. 
 

None of that would have been possible without your support! 
I would like to especially thank the more than 80 adult and teen volunteers (many from 
our own congregation) who put in a combined total of more than two-thousand one 
hundred hours to make this year’s summer camp possible!  
 

If you are part of an organization or business that would like to receive updates about 
HHH fundraising and volunteer opportunities, or request a short presentation about the 
HHH program, please contact me directly at 618-405-5831 or via email at 
hhh@stjohnucc-collinsville.org. 
 

By God's grace, 
Mandi Voegele, HHH Program Director 
 

UPCOMING HHH EVENTS: 
• September 17-19: Rummage Sale Fundraiser 
• September  21: Presentation to Collinsville School 

Board 
• September 22-24: Tutor Training 
• September 29: Fall Tutoring Begins 

  

FOLLOW US! 
@HomeworkHelpandHoops 
 
@hhhcollinsville 
 
@homeworkhelpandhoops307 

mailto:hhh@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
https://www.facebook.com/HomeworkHelpandHoops
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Our book club has chosen the next book we will be reviewing:  
Theo of Golden by Allen Levi 

One spring morning, a stranger named Theo arrives in the small Southern city 
of Golden. He doesn’t explain much about where he came from or why he’s 
there—but when he visits the local coffeehouse, where pencil portraits of the 
people of Golden hang on the walls, he begins purchasing them, one at a time, 

and giving each portrait to the person depicted. In exchange, he asks only for the person’s story. And 
so portrait by portrait, person by person, secrets are revealed, regrets are shared, and ordinary lives 
are profoundly altered. 
A story of giving and receiving, of seeing and being seen, Theo of Golden is an unforgettable novel 
about the power of generosity, the importance of connection, and the quiet miracles that happen 
when we choose kindness and wonder. 

Everyone is welcome. Plan on reading the book prior to attending the book review. Bring your 
thoughts and come to share the discussion. We plan to meet on Tuesday afternoon September 
22nd at 1:00 p.m. We are meeting in the Atrium. We hope you will join us. 

 
Choir rehearsals will resume 
Wednesday September 2, 2026.  

5:30 pm C.O.P.s 
(Children of Praise)  
7:15 pm Adult Choir 

Hand Bell Choir will not resume until the 
bells that were sent out for refurbishment 
have returned. 
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A word from “Mrs. Cat” about our church’s 
Care Ministry Team 
 

Together we are God’s hands, bringing the 
church to one another. Whether or not 
we’re physically present in the church 
building, we can be good to whatever 
people God brings into our paths. If you’re 
unable to be in person at church, maybe 
you can make a phone call or send a card to 
remind others they’re cared for. 
Smile and chat with those around you at church services. Your 
words and handshakes could make a huge difference to 
someone’s day. 
Carolyn Catalano 
618-381-6411 mccallcarolyn@yahoo.com 
 

Do you know . . . 
• that we have a Prayer Chain?  Let Amy know if you or 

someone in your life needs extra prayer and she will send 
your request to members who will add them to their 
prayers.  Want to be part of the Prayer Chain?  Just let 
Amy know. 

• that the Care Ministry Team not only visits members 
as they can but also sends cards and makes calls to 
our members who can't currently participate in 
church activities?  We welcome more members. 

• that families often fail to let the Pastor or church 
office know that someone is ill or hospitalized?  We 
can't minister to each other if we don't know the 
needs. 

• that Community Care has a menu of free resources to 
support family caregivers?  Call them to connect to 
one of their Caregiver Specialists who will listen to 
what your challenges are and connect you with 
resources to make your journey easier. 

 

Be on the lookout for ways to 
volunteer at this year’s 

Wurstmarkt! 

Don’t forget about the  
Free medical equipment loan 

program to help those in need. 
This program is available at the 

Collinsville location and is open to 
anyone who requires equipment 

such as wheelchairs, walkers, 
commodes, bath chairs, crutches, 

canes, and more. For more 
information, call 618-344-5008 or 

visit our website at 
www.stjohnscc.org. 

mailto:mccallcarolyn@yahoo.com
http://www.stjohnscc.org/
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As we celebrate World Communion Sunday on 
October 4, we rejoice in the unity of God's people 
around the world and the love that gathers us 
together at Christ's table. At St. John UCC, we 
practice open Communion because we believe 
God's invitation is for everyone. You do not need to 
be a member of our church, belong to a particular 
denomination, or be baptized to receive 
Communion. Whether you are a lifelong Christian, 
exploring your faith, visiting for the first time, or 
simply seeking God's grace, you are welcome to 
share in this meal of love, belonging, and hope.  
There is a place for you at God's table. 

 

Extra-Step Offering 

Sunday, October 4th 

Neighbors in Need & HHH 

The Neighbors in Need offering 
supports ministries of justice 

and compassion, with one-third 
of the offering given to the 
Council for American Indian 
Ministries and the remaining 
two-thirds supporting UCC 

justice ministries. In 2025 the 
Neighbors in Need Offering 

supported 26 grant recipients 
across the UCC who were 

engaged in projects of direct 
service and advocacy. 

Look for more information in 
your bulletins and on the 

Welcome table in the Narthex. 
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The Learning Tree Preschool will begin our  
50th year by welcoming children and families on 
August 26 with a parent meeting. Regular preschool 
classes will begin on September 1. 
 

September is the month we learn about ourselves and our families. Getting to know new friends, 
classroom routines and being away from parents and caregivers is also part of what we are 
working on with the children. 
 
We are excited and grateful that families have chosen us to help their children grow and learn 
new things. Please join us as we pray for a blessed and successful school year. 
It is going to be a great year! 
 
2026-2027 Learning Tree Staff: 
Heather Freeman 
Taylor Fuhrmann 
Julie Cheatham 
Jen Wade 
Sarah Wilson  
 
Gigi Liljegren, (Miss Gigi) 
The Learning Tree Preschool, Director 
 
 
 

2026-2027 Board Members: 
Brittany Plemons, President  
Christine Petroff, Secretary  
Melissa Spillari, Treasurer  
Reagan Nash  
Joyce Achenbach  
Fay Fults  
Taylor Fuhrmann  
Anita Whittington, Church Council Liaison 
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233 North Seminary Street, Collinsville, IL  62234 
Main Line:  618-344-8080 

Answers on Aging:  618-344-7788 
Website:  www.fiacollinsville.org 

 

The mission of Collinsville Faith in Action is to provide services and information  
to community members ages 60 and up to promote dignity and independence. 

 
“Serve one another in love.”  Galatians 5:13 

Thank you to our many Partner Congregations and community friends who supported Collinsville Faith in 
Action’s annual dinner auction on July 17.  It was a special night where so many came together with one 
purpose: to put our faith into action so that we can help older community members. The night was great 
fun and successful! Our theme was independence through unity, and it was beautiful to see how so many 
faith traditions can unify to keep older community neighbors as independent as possible.  Thank you for 
being united with us so that we can help seniors remain independent. 

Collinsville Faith in Action, partnering 
with AARP, is offering a 2-day Safe 
Driving Course.  Most insurance 
companies offer discounted rates to 
seniors who complete the course.  Call 
618-344-8080 for more information and 
register for the class that meets August 
31-September 1, 9A-1P. 

Join Collinsville Faith in Action for a 
Sunday Chicken Dinner on Sunday, 
September 6, 11A-3P at the Edwardsville 
Moose Lodge.  $14 for adults and $7 for 
ages 12 and under.  Tickets are available 
at Collinsville Faith in Action or by 
visiting www.fiacollinsville.org and 
clicking the Sunday Chicken Dinner 
button. 

Looking for something special on 
Grandparents Day?  On Sunday, 
September 13, stop by the CFiA 
Chrysanthemum and Fall Décor sale at 
the Collins House lot on Main Street 
from 12N-4P.  For more information, 
please call Collinsville Faith in Action at 
618-344-8080. 

In gratitude, 
Lisa Ciszczon Brennan  
Executive Director  

http://www.fiacollinsville.org/
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Did you know St. John rents spaces for groups on a weekly basis or just a one-time event? 
 

Below are flyers for two of the groups that meet here regularly. Other activities such as 
basketball, volleyball, and even soccer will have their practices in Faith Hall. 
 

We also rent Faith Hall and Fellowship Hall for birthday parties, bridal or baby showers, 
even some family Christmas parties. 
 

Weekly Activities: Several groups use our facility throughout the week, including Boy 
Scouts on Mondays, Pickleball on Monday evenings, Miriam’s Ministry (Weaving) on 
Monday mornings, Choir practices on Wednesday evenings, and Quilting & Crafting also 
meets regularly on Wednesdays. 
 

Monthly and Recurring Groups: Girl Scouts meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month, 
and Evening Circle meets on the 1st Tuesday. 
 

Contact Amy in the church office with questions or to schedule your event! 
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Address Service Requested 
Time-sensitive information: 
Please expedite delivery.  

 

307 West Clay Street 
Collinsville, IL 62234 
618-344-2526 
www.stjohnucc-collinsville.org 

http://www.stjohnucc-collinsville.org/

