May 2026

St. John UCC

lNFORMER

Extending God’s Love & Grace | An Open & Affirming Congregation

MAY IS OLDER AMERICANS MONTH!

This year’s theme, “Champion Your Health,” celebrates the
strength, wisdom, and resilience of older adults while encouraging
wellness and independence.

Let’s honor the generations who have shaped our communities
and continue to inspire us.

“Aging is the beautiful unfolding of a life well-lived—each year
adding wisdom, strength, and stories worth cherishing.”

Join us in celebrating older Americans all month long!

#0lderAmericansMonth #ChampionYourHealth

Some Fun Facts about Older American Month

e Did you know that President J. F Kennedy, in 1963, designated May as Senior Citizens
Month. It was later changed to Older American Month. Each year has a theme, with 2026
theme being ‘Champion for your Health: Prevention, Wellness, and Personal Responsibility’.

e Prevention and Wellness: Encouraging regular health screenings, vaccinations and lifestyle
choices that support long-term health.

e Personal Responsibility: Promoting self-advocacy and informed decision-making regarding
diet, exercise and medical care.

e Seniors are encouraged to strengthen social connections and partnerships helping older
adults maintain health and well-being.

e More than 10,000 ‘baby boomers reach the age of 65 each day, making it the fastest

growing demographic group in the US.
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Fun Facts Continued

e Seniors are tech-savvy. Over half of the US seniors are active online. They are connected to
Facebook, social media, and shopping.

e Seniors are living longer. Today there are over 50,000 people over 100 years old. It is
estimated there will be well over 400,000+ by 2050.

e Seniors have volunteer power. Over half of all seniors volunteer in some capacity.

e Studies show lifestyle choices influence over 70-% of aging characteristics. Physical activity
and healthy dietary choices can slow the elder aging process.

Here at St. John, we have many different activities and programs to engage you, such as:
St John’s Community Care with their many different programs, Faith Walkers, Pillars, Evening
Circle, Choir, SOS soup kitchen, HHH, to name a few.

Get up, get out and engage!

You’re Invited!

The Kindred Spirits Fellowship Group is less about age and more
about fellowship, so your age doesn’t matter if you can make
weekday afternoon activities. Plan to join us on the 2nd
Monday of each month for a movie and the 3rd Thursday of
each month for a lunch outing.

The Kindred Spirits enjoyed watching McClintock in our theater and eating together at Kyoto
Sushi and Steakhouse in Edwardsville. If you let the idea of sushi keep you away, you missed
a good time. The chef prepared our lunches in front of us with a lot of flair and humor.

Join the Kindred Spirits for a movie on Monday, May 11 at 1:30. No RSVP required.

Our lunch will be at Zapata's Mexican Restaurant, 8 Eastport Plaza, Collinsville, at 1:00 on
Thursday, May 21. Make your reservation by adding your name to the sign-up sheet in the
Narthex or calling Amy (618-344-2526). You'll enjoy being part of the group.

- AgeSmart is launching a Grandparents Raising

Grandkids support group to support the growing

G ES MART number of grandparents and other older adult family
members who have stepped back into a parenting role

COMMUNITY RESOURCES aterin life. That group will meet monthly on the

4th Wednesday of the month at 9:30 at the AgeSmart office.

If you're a caregiver and you need support but can't make it to a group meeting, that's ok. Give us

a call at any time and one of our three Caregiver Support Specialists are here to help. Real people,

for real world problems.



Do you have pictures of St. John UCC events, programs or one of our
missions on your phone? We’d love to see them! Amy will use these
photos to spread the word on how we help the community, and she will
use some in the Annual Report. Please send photos to Amy by email,
office@stjohnucc-collinsville.org or text 618-973-7771.

9:30am Digital Sunday
Sunday March 2026 Worship Views | School
Attendance YouTube

P March 1% 60 69 9
March 8t 89 73 21
March 15% 105 43 13
March 22 95 48 12
ATTENDANCE March 29t 84 57 8
Average 87 58 13

Home Communion Available

To access the St. John UCC Collinsville
YouTube channel, search
@st.johnunitedchurchofchris446

Look for: St. John United Church of Christ
Collinsville, IL

Do you worship from home on
livestream or YouTube? If you
want to participate in
communion at home, there are
pre-filled cups available in the
church office!

Have you remembered
St. John
United Church of Christ,
Collinsville, in your
Will or Final Bequest?

Gifly Ts The Chunch

General Fund

® In memory Beth Missey from Jenny King, Mark & Marilyn Doty, Barb, Scotty & Ashley
Kusmierczak, Debi Ralston, Margie Renick, Vicki & Larry Reulecke and Vicki Donovan.

S.0.S. Soup Kitchen

e Inmemory Jim & Patty Achenbach, Bart & Dena Bieser, Fay Fults, Melanie & Steve
Whitworth and Rob & Anita Whittington.


mailto:office@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
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March Financial Update:

March was a remarkable month for giving. Your envelope contributions totaled $42,738 — the
strongest single month of 2026. Through the end of March, year-to-date envelope giving stands at
$93,646, which is $18,771 ahead of where we budgeted. That gap represents your generosity
above and beyond what we planned for, and it matters enormously to the ministry of this church.

Looking at the full picture through the first quarter, we are running $732 ahead of our year-to-date
budget plan. March itself was an expensive month — annual property insurance, plumbing repairs,
sprinkler maintenance, and a skylight replacement all came due at once, along with some benefit
billing that arrived a month later than expected. Those costs are now behind us. The reason we
absorbed them without disruption is straightforward: your faithfulness at the offering plate.

HHH hosted a Family Fun Night in March and continues to serve families in our community. HHH is
supported though your HHH donations and a substantial grant for the Luthern Foundation.

We are grateful for every dollar you give and for the trust you place in this congregation. The first
quarter is behind us and we head into spring on solid ground. If you ever want to know more
about where things stand financially, just ask — your deacons and finance team are always glad to
share.

Council Highlights

« Approved use of Faith Hall on August 29 for Kohok Booster Club Rock and Roll
Bingo; sponsored by Abe Cyrus.

o A'"School's Out Scavenger Hunt" Party for our youth will be held in May.

« Thanks to grants obtained by the Grants Team, Homework Help and Hoops (HHH)
expenses are no longer needing support from the General Fund.

« March giving was exceptionally strong!

« Members of the Council and the Long Rangers met April 20 to plan for our
transition as Pastor Jenn leaves.

o A generator has been purchased to provide power to Faith Hall in an emergency,
potentially allowing it to be used as a shelter. A grant paid for the generator but
we will pay for installation.

« A new garbage disposal has been ordered for Fellowship Hall.

« Approved installation of a separate water line in the Fellowship Hall kitchen;
required by City regulations.

« Community Care has hired Kayla Abbott as the new Executive Director. She has
been their Adult Day Program Director for several years.

*Please Note: Final Council and Special Congregational Meeting minutes are available from
the church office upon request.
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Hand Bell Help!

Please help keep our Hand Bell Choir going strong. Our bells are
in desperate need of refurbishment! Refurbishment is a "usic
complete overhaul of the bells including cleaning, polishing, %

repairing, and tuning. Our church organ and pianos are tuned ‘«.f "o'es
twice a year, but it has been MANY years since our hand bells |
have gotten attention.

Our hand bells are very valuable and are an important part of our
Music Ministry. A single hand bell can cost $600 or more. A
refurbishment of one octave of bells will cost $1420. The first
octave to be refurbished has 8 bells. St. John owns 5 octaves with a
total of 61 bells.

Please consider giving to our bell fund. We plan to refurbish one
octave of bells now and hope to continue until all 5 octaves are
refurbished.

You can donate with cash or check adding Bells in the memo line. You can also donate
online through our website (stjohnucc-collinsville.org) or by scanning the QR code.
Thank you to everyone that has already donated:!

ST John'UOOJ 307 W’Cloy St | Collinsuille, IL 62234 | 618- 344 2526
: " oﬁice@snohnucc collmswlle org ",

“Let’s Go to the Mowes”
2026 Drama Camp
SRSy Shc'””g | for Kids Age 6-13

July 6th-10th
from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Camp
Includes:

Singing,

S.0.S. Soup Kitchen

The next time St. John Church
will be hosting S.0.S. is
Thursday, May 7. Please check
in with John Green after m = 2 B 8 5B
worship the Sunday before to Concludes with a
see what you can prOVide performunce at the

and/or to volunteer! “Academy Awards”
Friday, July 10 at 7:00 pm
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Faith Walking

May Prayer Theme: "Let go, let God” -Philippians
4:13 I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me.”

6:30 - 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. - 1:.00 p.m.

March Mileage: 707 | Year to Date: 3190
Greeters help you log your progress! Free-Will
Offering. No Walking on May 1 (Rummage Sale),
May 20 (LT program), and May 25 (Memorial Day)
Contact Pastor Jenn for Questions 618-344-2526

Pickleball

Put Your

Game Face Onl
Mondays from
5:30-8:00 P.M.
Learn the game while you play!

A free-will offering will be accepted.
Questions:

Contact Norb Kneipp at 345-7270

& Crafts

Every Wednesday from 6:00-9:00 pm t
S in God’s Galaxy .
' (lower level of the edu. building)
Bring your own project or
work on a group quilt.
All ages & abilities Welcome!

VBS
June 22-26

@M% Stuolent

N Registration
HELPER ﬂéii"f

Reglstratlon
&

HOWBALL)

-I’-H}H‘\ uce e ME"U NTAIN'

Save the Date!
VBS 2026
June 22-26

VBS is needing donations of
empty, clean, gallon milk/water
jugs to construct an igloo. Please
donate to the church office.




On May 17th, our kids & youth will lead the worship service! Be sure to AN ¥ \[‘\,ﬂt ’{q
attend this wonderful service where the kids & youth will do everything \ ,
from the call to worship to the blessing and EVERYTHING in between! ol ,@\\f\
Please send your child to Sunday School throughout April and May so NEWS
they can be prepared and assigned a "job" during worship!

Our book club has chosen the next book we

BOOK CLUB will be reviewing: The Binding by Bridget Collins.

Books are dangerous things in Collins's alternate universe, a place
vaguely reminiscent of 19th-century England. It's a world in which
people visit book binders to rid themselves of painful or
treacherous memories. Once their stories have been told and are
bound between the pages of a book, the slate is wiped clean and
their memories lose the power to hurt or haunt them. After having suffered some sort of
mental collapse and no longer able to keep up with his farm chores, Emmett Farmer is sent to
the workshop of one such binder to live and work as her apprentice. Leaving behind home and
family, Emmett slowly regains his health while learning the binding trade. He is forbidden to
enter the locked room where books are stored, so he spends many months marbling end
pages, tooling leather book covers, and gilding edges. But his curiosity is piqued by the people
who come and go from the inner sanctum, and the arrival of the lordly Lucian Darnay, with
whom he senses a connection, changes everything. An unforgettable novel of enchantment,
mystery, memory, and forbidden love, The Binding is a beautiful homage to the allure and life-
changing power of books—and a reminder to us all that knowledge can be its own kind of
magic.

Everyone is welcome. Plan on reading the book prior to attending the book review. Bring your
thoughts and come to share in the discussion. We plan to meet on Tuesday afternoon
May 19th at 1:00 p.m. We are meeting in the Atrium. We hope you will join us.

Donating just got easier! B leSSi n g B ox

Not sure what to give? Amazon Wish List

CheCk out our WISh IlSt on Order off the list and items will ship directly to St. John UCC!
Amazon. Just pICk We will store items and put them out when needed!
something in your price

range and Amazon will ship

it straight to St John! l
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: 2026 Graduates

{ ‘ 7 We would like to celebrate our upcoming graduates on May 10, If
» Y you or someone in your family is graduating, please send in the
following information to the church office at office @stjohnucc-

i » i
‘ \ ' v collinsville.org. We look forward to honoring our graduates and
'3 ¢ celebrating their accomplishments with them.
h : s e School graduating from
) Major of study
AN

e Life plans
e Picture

Dear Friends of HHH:

Next month St. John UCC will host our 14th annual
Homework Help and Hoops Summer Camp! The theme
this year is "Fable Forest: Everyone has a story" with

homework help . hoops
weekly themes based on lessons from the classic Aesop's Fables.

We are still in need of volunteers including:

1. Kitchen Assistants - food prep and lunch-line service from 10:30-12:30
(This can be 1 or more days each week)
2. Group Leaders - Monday - Thursday from 11:45 - 2:00 pm leading one age group of
children around to their class rotation.
3. Camp Counselors - Teens and adults to be group and classroom assistants
(This can be 1 or more days each week)
4. Reading Buddies - 10 adults willing to listen to children read on Thursdays
from 12:30-2 pm.
5. One Day Presenters - If you have a hobby or life skill that you could teach the
kids, we'd love to talk to you about it!
To learn more, donate, or volunteer, you can:
1) Follow us on FACEBOOK
2) Follow us on INSTAGRAM
3) DONATE by selecting HHH on the Realm App or Online Giving website button
4) Purchase items from our AMAZON WISH LIST at the QR code provided

5) Stop by the church office and complete a VOLUNTEER FORM SCAN HERE
6) Schedule a SPONSORSHIP PRESENTATION for your company or group for our HHH
7) PRAY for the safety and health of our kids, teens, staff and volunteers Amazon wish list!

8) Reach out to me directly with a CALL to 618-344-2526 ext.103 or
EMAIL to HHH®@st johnucc-collinsville.org

Thank you so much for your continued support. I'll see you at camp!
- Mandi Voegele
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T §onNug GET READY FOR SOME ADVENTURE!

D'S LOVE AND GRAGE
AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING CONGREGATION

Cﬂs@@*&r iy, Nt Don't Miss Qut. @
- Sign up Todayl A&
VANGRR s/, o
\V)
THECH o P ~

--—"

‘ N LA . g— SW\“\AN
=3 W IN | SR FIND THE
s, S Gl PARNG L0t CLUES
Y4
‘ " Ry y (X 1)
V=" SEARCH ®EXPLORE e DISCOVER v

/Calling Al 7™ - 12 Graders! s#r,, ®

R C, More Information:

! FRIDAY. MAY 22nd T 61 3442526
"t 3:30PMI05:30PM —

homework help ¢\ hoops
LA <
»

WHO? Y
School-age children 4 to17 years old qualify! I
WHAT? ‘
Homework Help & Hoops (HHH) free lunch and summer camp
WHEN?
Monday - Thursday / June 1 - July 23, 2026 / Noon - 2:00 pm daily
WHERE?

St. John United Church of Christ / 307 West Clay Street
Collinsville, IL 62234

WHY?

To provide enriching summer activities and a healthy, tasty meall

Registration and volunteer forms are available in the church office,
or via email by contacting HHH@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
For more information, call Mandi (Program Director) at 618-344-2526 ext.103.

Follow Us On 3 VouTube

www.stjohnucc-collinsville.org/our-services
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A word from “Mrs. Cat” about our church’s Care Ministry Team

I’m now our Care Ministry Team leader, and you’ll hear from me monthly! J Let me know if you
want to help our team: mccallcarolyn@yahoo.com, 618-381-6411.

This is what we put in the recent Annual Congregational Meeting booklet: The mission of the
Care Ministry Team is to foster connections with members of the congregation who can no longer
attend worship services and other church activities without assistance. This can include personal
visits, sending cards, and making phone calls.

Our team will meet in person twice a year. Our next meeting will be held on May 17 after
church, in the atrium. In addition to myself and Pastor Miranda, we already have more than a
dozen members on board. Not all Care Team members do the same things; we’d love your
help! Let me know if you can help ANY of these things:

e In-person visits

e Phone calls

e Send snail mail cards (Cards are on the narthex

table each Sunday to be sent from the whole Staff & Leadership
congregation PLUS I’ll begin coordinating “card Rev. Jennifer Sowell, Senior Pastor,
showers” to all ages of our people who are 618-250-7983
having special joys/concerns.) pastorjenn@stjohnucc-collinsville.org

¢ Befriend new people who come to St. John (Not Rev. Miranda Moeller, Associate Pastor,
sure who’s new? Befriend EVERYONE! You don’t pastormiranda@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
have to be an official Care Team member to do Amy Rhymer, Pastoral
this.) Assistant/Communications

e Craft gifts- we need small prayer cloths (knitted, office@stjohnucc-collinsville.org

crocheted or sewn) or crosses to share with Jenny King, Music Director

others. They fit in pockets; you hold the cloth or
cross in your hand when you pray. They’re a
reminder that together we are the hands of God.
e Special event help (including assisting with Leslie Musallam, Christian Education
funeral luncheons at the church, delivering Ginger Schantz, Council President
Christmas gift bags, etc.) churchcouncil@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
Anita Whittington, VP
Paul Ham, Treasurer, Deacons Chair

music@stjohnucc-collinsville.org

Laurie Voss, Accompanist
Mandi Voegele, HHH Program Director
HHH@stjohnucc-collinsville.org

-Carolyn Catalano

Nancy Berry, Secretary, Elders Chair
Dena Bieser, Trustee Chair

Jon Hester, bookkeeper
bookkeeper@stjohnucc-collinsville.org

The Learning Tree Preschool,
618-344-2562

St. John Cemetery, 618-344-0749
St. John’s Community Care,
618-344-5008
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Collinsville Food Pantry

PRESENTS

Looking for a way to help?

Purchase tickets. Advance tickets
may be purchased for $15 each
using the QR Code or link on the
flyer, or at the Collinsville Food
Pantry on Monday through Friday
from Noon to 2:00 p.m. Advance
tickets may also be purchased at
First Baptist Church, Collinsville
Faith in Action, or from any Empty “A St'mlole Soup Lunch”
Bowl Committee Member. (The

cutoff for Advance tickets will be WedneSd ay’ May 6, 2026

9:00 a.m. on May 6, 2026.) Tickets
may also be purchased on the day - é
of the event At The Door for $20 1 1 '00 a’ m. to 2°00 p' m.

GATEWAY.

CONVENTION
CENTER
organizations, and businesses, are

the highlight of the event. Four 1 Gateway Drive, Collinsville, IL 62234

gallons of soup are requested per Advance Ticket $1 5 ??-" * @)

The Empty Bowl

Collinsville

each. Carry-outs will be available
the day of the event for those
that cannot join us in person.
Donate soup. The soups, donated
by restaurants, licensed vendors,

donation. For your soup donation, . o
Using QR Code or at the Collinsville Food Pantry

you will receive 2 Comp“mentary Monday Through Friday Noon to 2:00 p.m.

advance tickets and a business or use link https://square.link/u/OMelLe8S

card size ad in The Empty Bowl| — At the Door Ticket $20

Collinsville 2026 Program Ad Questions, 618-910-1646 or empty.bowl.collinsville@gmail.com

Book. Deadline is Wednesday,

April 22, 2026.

Purchase a program ad! Ad deadline is Wednesday, April 22, 2026. Please see information enclosed.

Donate something for the Helping Hands Grab Bags. Donate an item, gift card(s) and/or services for the grab
bags. (Please see enclosed form.)

Make a monetary donation. Can’t make it to the event that day? No problem. You can still participate by
making a monetary donation. We will gladly accept cash or checks. For your convenience, the QR Code can
also be used for donations. To be included in our “Donation Wall of Bowls,” deadline is Tuesday, May 5, 2026.

Empty Bowl Committee — Barb Kusmierczak 618-910-1646, Stacy Jones 618-975-0621, Kristine Cleland,
Micaela Wells, Vonda Seckler, Matt Swinford, Mary Louise Rauh, Bruce Dye, Dana Callahan, Joyce
Achenbach, Lisa Brennan, Brenda Caselli, Matt Cleland, Rhonda Evans, Carol Frerker, Darryl Frerker,
Kimberlee Hines, Kate McMahon, Kitty Metcalf, Jeanne Pysz, Sandy Smith, and Linda Stehman
Forms can be picked up in the church office from Amy.
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COLLINSVILLE FAITH IN ACTION

233 Morth Seminary Street, Collinsville, IL 62234
Volunteer Caregivers: 618-344-8080

Answers on Aging: 618-344-7788

The Elder Connection: 618-799-9085

Fi

COLLINSVILLE Fax: 618-344-3227
FA I T H “Serve one another in love.” Galatians 5:13
IN ACTION

The mission of Collinsville Faith in Action is to provide services and information to community members
aged 60 and up to promote dignity and independence.

Save the Date! Collinsville Faith in Action will hold our annual dinner auction on Friday, July 17 at the
Gateway Convention Center. This fun night includes live music from the Granite City Swing Band, a
delicious dinner, silent auction, oral auction, games, and more. A night of celebration for you provides
funding for the many free services we offer our seniors in our community, and we invite everyone to
participate.

Collinsville Faith in Action is partnering with AARP to offer a Smart Driver Classroom Course
specifically designed for seniors. Registration begins in April for this May class. Call CFiA at 618-344-
8080 for more information and to

register.

) Stay Safe, Save Money with
Help older community members by
volunteering with Collinsville Faith in ~_MI!I) Smart Driverm

Action. We organize volunteers from

community churches and schools to Classroom Course
provide free services to people over the t th
age of 60. Call Karen at 618-344-8080 to Wed., May 27" & Thurs., May 28

learn how you can be a “Neighbor

, , 9:00 am - 1:00 pm (must attend both days)
helping neighbors.”

Light refreshments provided
In gratitude, $20 for AARP members

Lisa Ciszczon Brennen, Executive Director
$25 for non-members

Completing the course can save participants
G E MART 10-30% on their liability insurance

COMMUNITY RESOURCES each year for three years.

Collinsville Faith in Action is a 501c3 Collinsville Faith in Action
organization funded by donations and grants.
Faith traditions and churches within our
community support us by referring

233 N Seminary St, Collinsville
Space is limited

volunteers. The interfaith volunteers provide Register by calling 618-344-8080
services to older community members. F"
3]
esmarr  awe:  SAARP

IN ACTION




ST. JPHN'S

COMMUNITY CARE
Caring compassionately for aging and disabled people since 1985

222 Goethe Avenue | Collinsville, IL 62234-3306
(618) 344-5008

St. John’s Community Care Names Kayla Abbott as Executive Director

Collinsville, IL - St. John’s Healing Community Board of Directors is pleased to announce
the promotion of Kayla Abbott to Executive Director, recognizing her servant leadership,
compassion, and commitment to the organization’s mission of caring for others.

Abbott joined St. John’s Community Care in 2023 as Adult Day Program Director, where she
has strengthened program quality, enhanced participant experiences, and supported staff
development. Her leadership has helped foster a culture rooted in dignity, respect, and
compassionate care.

With more than six years of experience in senior care and therapeutic programming, Abbott
previously served as Center Director at Active Day of Fort Wayne. She holds a Bachelor of
Music in Music Therapy from Western Illinois University and practiced Music Therapy for 4
years working directly with people of all ages living with various disabilities.

“Kayla brings both professional expertise and a heart for service,” said Kevin Weinacht,
Board President of St. John’s Community Care. “Her faith, compassion, and leadership
make her the right person to guide our organization as we continue our mission of serving
others with excellence and love.”

“As Executive Director, | am honored to continue the work God has called us to do at St.
John’s Community Care,” said Abbott. “I look forward to strengthening our community,
expanding our reach, and serving individuals and families with compassion and purpose.”

In her new role, Abbott will focus on growing community engagement, expanding services,
and continuing to build on the organization’s strong, faith-centered foundation to meet the
needs of those they serve.

About St. John’s Community Care

St. John’s Community Care is dedicated to serving individuals challenged by aging or
disabilities through compassionate, high-quality adult day services and community-based
support, guided by a mission of faith, dignity, and care for all.

An Outreach Ministry of St. John UCC




It is a busy time of year at The Learning Tree. Our Annual Circus
program was so adorable. It is so amazing to see our four- and
five-year-old friends stand up on stage. We are busy planning fun
events for the end of the school year. Carnival,
outdoor play days and Spring Tea will round out this
school year.

Our three-year-olds will be getting ready for their
annual Nursery Rhyme Program on May 20.

Graduation will also be taking place on that day for
our friends that will be moving on to their next
learning adventure!

Registration for fall
classes is still open.
Please tell your family
and friends!

Happy Spring!

Gigi Liljegren, The
Learning Tree Director
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A
S_||_JOHN UCcC May 2026

EXTENDING GOD'S LOVE AND GRACE
AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING CONGREGATION

307 West Clay Street
Collinsville, IL 62234
618-344-2526
www.stjohnucc-collinsville.org

#eInformer

Address Service Requested
Time-sensitive information:
Please expedite delivery.



http://www.stjohnucc-collinsville.org/

