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Join us for the  
“People of the Passion” 
Lenten Sermon Series.  
The pastors will dive into people 
that Jesus had a relationship with 
leading to his death and 
resurrection. 

Save the Dates 

Maundy Thursday - April 2 
6:30 pm 
Gather Round:  
One Family, One Table 
Atrium  
 

Good Friday – April 3 
6:30 pm 
Reflections on Stations of 
the Cross 
Sanctuary 
 

April 5 
Sunrise Easter Worship 
6:30 am  
St. John Cemetery 
105 National Terrace 
 

Easter Sunday Worship 
9:30 am 
Sanctuary 
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Drawing inspiration from Acts 2, this year’s Day of 
Discipleship serves as a profound reminder that, as disciples 
of faith, we are Stronger Together through sharing our 
distinctive talents, worshiping collectively, engaging in 
prayer and fellowship, song and Word. Workshop offerings 
will encompass a variety of areas, including worship, 
programming, leadership, and outreach. This shared journey 
in faith and community illustrates the remarkable power of 
unity and underscores how each of us contributes to uplift 
the Church. 

 

Do you have pictures of St. John UCC events, programs or one of our 
missions on your phone? We’d love to see them! Amy will use these 
photos to spread the word on how we help the community, and she will 
use some in the Annual Report. Please send photos to Amy by email, 
office@stjohnucc-collinsville.org or text 618-973-7771.  

      Sunday 
    Attendance

Easter Flowers 

Special envelopes will be in the pew pockets starting later this month to 
order your flowers. Please specify which type of plant(s) and quantity you 
would like. Be sure to fill out the In Honor/In Memory of and the Donor 
information. The cost is $13 per plant. Please make checks payable to St. 
John UCC. 

 

January 2026 
9:30 am 
Worship 

Digital 
Views 

YouTube 

Sunday 
School 

January 4th  74 90 7 
January 11th  85 78 12 
January 18th  68 113 9 
January 25th  
         Canceled for snow 

0 0 0 

Average 76 94 9 

To access the St. John UCC Collinsville 
YouTube channel, search 
@st.johnunitedchurchofchris446 
Look for: St. John United Church of Christ 
Collinsville, IL  

Home Communion Available 
Do you worship from home on 
livestream or YouTube? If you 
want to participate in 
communion at home, there are 
pre-filled cups available in the 
church office! 
 

mailto:office@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
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Extra Step Offering 
Sunday, March 15, 2026 
This month we will be collecting for One Great Hour of Sharing 
(OGHS) and DuBois Center Scholarships. 
 

OGHS’s mission is to support domestic and international 
development, fight poverty and its consequences, bring aid 
and relief to communities torn by war or ravaged by 
national disaster, provide advocacy and resettlement 
assistance for refugees and displaced persons, and combat 
injustice in its many forms. OGHS provides funding and 
hands-on assistance in collaboration with local and 
international partners. 
 

Each year, OGHS is gathered by several denominations and 
Church World Service (CWS) under a single theme 
developed by the ecumenical OGHS Committee. In the 
United Church of Christ, the Global H.O.P.E. team oversees the distribution of the offering. 
You can learn more about this team at www.ucc.org/global-hope. 
 

Thank you for supporting One Great Hour of Sharing for over 75 years. You continue to 
embody a love offering to the world. 
 

 
Growing Together… in Faith, in Respect for 
Ourselves and Others, and in our Care for 
Creation 
 

DuBois Center is the Camp and Retreat Center of the Illinois South Conference of the United 
Church of Christ. Nestled amidst 330 wooded acres, two shimmering lakes, open meadows 
and network of wooded trails, DuBois Center is a great escape in Southern Illinois for all – you 
do not have to be a member of the United Church of Christ to enjoy our programs and/or 
facilities. Because we have been fortunate to run continuously since 1965, we are beginning 
to welcome third- and fourth- generation DuBois Center campers. It is an honor to maintain 
such an incredible legacy of “Growing Together”. 
 

DuBois Center is the camp and retreat center of the Illinois South Conference of the United 
Church of Christ. We have served the people of Southern Illinois, the Greater St. Louis area 
and beyond for more than 60 years as a place where people of all ages and faiths can 
learn more about themselves, explore the world in which they live, and build community. 
 

Because we affirm the value of all God’s people, the Illinois South Conference of the United 
Church of Christ does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, national origin, religious 
background, sexual orientation, or gender identity. To the extent possible, we endeavor to 
accommodate those with a variety of physical, mental, emotional, medical, or dietary 
needs. 

http://www.ucc.org/global-hope
http://iscucc.org/
http://www.ucc.org/
http://www.ucc.org/
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Council Highlights 
• The 2026 Council will accept their covenant during worship on Sunday, March 22.  
• Jenny King will lead a Drama Camp for children aged 7 to 14 on July 6 to 10 

concluding an evening performance at 7 pm on Friday, July 10. 
• Council appointed Brenda Baum to serve as the twelfth member so we are in 

compliance with the bylaws 
• Approved groups to receive proceeds of quarterly Extra Step offerings. 
• Authorized $1600 expenditure to refurbish one octave of bells. 
• Approved Polar Aire to replace toilet in men's bathroom in Fellowship Hall and do 

associated plumbing for $3,153. 
• Learning Tree Board needs three members. 

*Please Note: Final Council and Special Congregational Meeting minutes are available from 
the church office upon request. 

 
 

Gifts to the Church 
General Fund 

• In memory of Pat Hays from Joyce & Mark Achenbach, Ronnie Blumberg, Sherry & Harry 
Dapron, Jim & Donna Devall, Vicki Donovan, Nancy Fischer, Fay Fults, Rich & Dena Hayden, 
Keith & Joy Honegger, and Rob & Anita Whittington. 

• In memory of Bob Karrer from Jim & Judy Brickey, Tony & Debbie Calza, Ken & Phyllis 
Waltermire, and Mark & Pam Waltermire. 

• In memory of Sue Mann from Bill & Nancy Berry, Jim & Donna Devall, Vicki Donovan, and 
Sharon & David Hall. 

• In memory of Wade “Ted” Sanders from Ken & Phyllis Waltermire, Vicki Donovan, Don & 
Karen Take, and Bill & Nancy Berry. 

Financial Update:  
Giving and Growth We are pleased to report a strong start to the new year. Total Revenues for January 
reached $35,214.14. This growth was driven by a healthy $25,693.58 in Envelope giving and a successful 
month for our Fund Raisers (formerly Special Events), which brought in $2,461.78. We also received 
$2,405.00 in Special Offerings. It is important to note that a portion of the increase in our offerings this 
month was due to year-end gifts from 2025 being processed during the first week of January. 
Expenses and Stewardship Total expenses for January were $32,371.73, a significant decrease compared to 
the same time last year. Our facility costs were particularly low this month at $6,825.48. This was due to a 
combination of favorable billing cycles for our utilities (including no electricity bill this month) and the 
timing of our annual insurance premiums. 
Monthly Results Thanks to your continued generosity and diligent cost management, we ended January 
with a Net Total surplus of $2,842.41. Our checking account remains healthy at $94,285.94 , and our total 
investments across our Edward Jones and Cornerstone accounts stand at $517,880.58. 

Have you remembered 
St. John United Church of 
Christ, Collinsville, in your  

Will or Final Bequest? 
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Save the Date! 
Spring is the perfect time to go through 
your home and find all those items you 
no longer need or want. We’d love to 
take them off your hands. Evening 
Circle is having their annual rummage 
sale on April 27-May 1. We will be using 
Tuesday, April 28 and Wednesday, 
April 29 for setting up Wednesday 
night, all day Thursday and Friday 
morning for the sale. Start putting aside your items to bring 
just prior to the sale. Please consider helping. 
 

 

The Harry & Dorothy 
Koelling Scholarship Fund 
 

 
A gift of a scholarship is given by the children of Harry & 
Dorothy Koelling to St. John UCC in memory of their parents. The recipient of this scholarship 
shall be a member of St. John who has been accepted by an institution of higher learning as a 
freshman. Applications are available in the office. You must provide three references and submit a 
typed 200-300-word essay on the following topic:  
 

“How will your education help you develop your  
God-given gifts and serve God’s purposes?” 

 

Please turn in the application, essay, and written references in a manila envelope to the church 
office on or before April 1, 2026. The name of the recipient will be announced in the May 
Informer. The scholarship of $500 will be paid by July 1, 2026, for use in the fall semester. 
 

Kindred Spirits Afternoon Fellowship 
If you are available on the 2nd Monday or the 3rd Thursday of the 
month, we invite you to join us.  All ages welcome.   
Currently we are enjoying a movie in the church's theater on 
Mondays and eating together at a restaurant on Thursdays, but we 
hope to organize field trips as the weather improves.   
No need to RSVP for Matinee Monday, a movie will be selected that 
day from the Skelton’s collection. Movie will begin at 1:00 pm, feel 
free to bring your own snacks & drinks. 
Sign up for Thurs-YAY Lunch at Shogun on March 19 in the Narthex. 
For more information, contact Nancy Berry or Fay Fults. 
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Mark Your Calendars! 
 

St. John’s 2026 Drama Camp is set for July 6-10. 
This year’s theme is “Let’s Go to the Movies.” 
Camp will meet each day from 9:00 am – 12:00 
pm and will include acting, singing, dancing, 
improv games and art. The camp is for ages 7-14 
and will conclude with a performance at the 
“Academy Awards Show” on Friday, July 10 at 
7:00 pm in Faith Hall. 

 
 
S.O.S. Soup Kitchen  
The next time St. John Church will be hosting S.O.S. is Thursday,  
March 5th, 2026. Please check in with John Green after worship on 
Sunday, March 1st for what you can provide and/or to volunteer! 

 
Save the Date 
May 6, 2026 

Volunteers will be needed! 
 

Choir Practice on Wednesdays 
C.O.P.s (Children of Praise)  
5:30-6:00 pm in the choir room 
Handbells 6:00-7:00 pm  
in the balcony 
Adult Choir 7:15-8:30 pm  
in the choir room 

Faith Walking  
March Prayer Theme: Lenten Pretzel Prayer 
6:30 – 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
January Mileage: 634| Year to Date: 1,716 
Greeters help you log your progress!  
Free-Will Offering. The Faith Walkers have set a 
goal of 7,000 miles to walk in 2026! They need your 
help! No Walking on 3/25 for Preschool Circus. 
Contact Pastor Jenn for Questions 618-344-2526 

Pickleball 
Put Your  
Game Face On! 
Mondays from 
5:30-8:00 P.M.  
Learn the game while you play! 
A free-will offering will be accepted.  
Questions:  
Contact Norb Kneipp at 345-7270 
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Homework Help and Hoops tutoring is going strong! To 
better serve our community we have translated our 
forms into Spanish. Not only are some of our tutors bi-
lingual we have students that are learning English as an 
additional language (EAL). Students and volunteers are 
on site from 3:00 to 6:00 pm every Tuesday and 
Thursday for homework completion, practicing reading 
out loud, P.E. time and enrichment class. 

To learn more, donate, or volunteer, you can: 
 

1) Check out our WEBSITE through St. John United Church of Christ:  
www.stjohnucc-collinsville.org/our-services 
2) Follow our FACEBOOK page: 
www.facebook.com/HomeworkHelpandHoops 
3) Reach out to me directly with CALL to 618-344-2526 ext.103 or EMAIL to 
HHH@stjohnucc-collinsville.org  
4) Schedule a PRESENTATION for your company or group  
5) PRAY for the safety and health of our kids, teens, staff and volunteers 
6) Visit our AMAZON WISH LIST at the QR code provided!  

 

Thank you for your support as I learn and serve on this new journey! - Mandi Voegele 
 
March Sunday School Lessons are:  
 

 March 1: The Greatest Commandment  
 March 8: The Transfiguration 
 March 15: Saul to Paul 
 March 29th: Palm Sunday/Empty Tomb 

 
We will not have Sunday School on Easter Sunday  
so students and teachers can worship with their 
families.  
 
 

VBS is needing donations of empty, clean, 
gallon milk/water jugs to construct an igloo. 

Please donate to the church office. 

http://www.stjohnucc-collinsville.org/our-services
https://www.facebook.com/HomeworkHelpandHoops?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZiflnAeMjbRGeYevx-L8-4WNYZUtkcYrbucPVRlcsjlqtX6g1rmSrLYrgNcPavisR6xgeUPAxFs19bLqdgpp7fao12hSG3Iz9DeKFB1sfBcxZ7fJfuj4G_qQuAitSkJeqQXE-S6pjfcUEiAzBig6QTyE4W4LlyJAO1Ngjz4ok8rkU7liEcaUbgXlJYR7fgH78&__tn__=-%5dK-R
mailto:HHH@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
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Our book club has chosen 
the next book we will be 
reviewing: The Midnight 
Library by Matt Haig 

Somewhere out beyond 
the edge of the universe 
there is a library that 
contains an infinite 

number of books, each one the story of another 
reality. One tells the story of your life as it is, 
along with another book for the other life you 
could have lived if you had made a different 
choice at any point in your life. While we all 
wonder how our lives might have been, what if 
you had the chance to go to the library and 
see for yourself? Would any of these other lives truly be better? In The Midnight 
Library, Nora Seed finds herself faced with this decision. Faced with the possibility 
of changing her life for a new one, following a different career, undoing old 
breakups, realizing her dreams of becoming a glaciologist; she must search within 
herself as she travels through the Midnight Library to decide what is truly fulfilling in 
life, and what makes it worth living in the first place. 
 
Everyone is welcome. Plan on reading the book prior to attending the book 
review. Bring your thoughts and come to share in the discussion. We plan to meet 
on Tuesday afternoon March 24th at 1:00 p.m.  We are meeting in the Parlor. We 
hope you will join us.  

Staff & Leadership 
 

Rev. Jennifer Sowell, Senior Pastor,  
618-250-7983 
pastorjenn@stjohnucc-collinsville.org  
Rev. Miranda Moeller, Associate Pastor, 
pastormiranda@stjohnucc-collinsville.org  
Amy Rhymer, Pastoral 
Assistant/Communications 
office@stjohnucc-collinsville.org 
Jenny King, Music Director 
music@stjohnucc-collinsville.org  
Laurie Voss, Accompanist 
Mandi Voegele, Outreach Director 
HHH@stjohnucc-collinsville.org  
Leslie Musallam, Christian Education 
Ginger Schantz, Council President 
churchcouncil@stjohnucc-collinsville.org 
Anita Whittington, VP 
Paul Ham, Treasurer, Deacons Chair 
Nancy Berry, Secretary, Elders Chair 
Dena Bieser, Trustee Chair 
Jon Hester, bookkeeper 
bookkeeper@stjohnucc-collinsville.org  
The Learning Tree Preschool,  
618-344-2562 
St. John Cemetery, 618-344-0749 
St. John’s Community Care,  
618-344-5008 

 

mailto:pastorjenn@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
mailto:pastormiranda@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
mailto:office@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
mailto:music@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
mailto:HHH@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
mailto:churchcouncil@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
mailto:bookkeeper@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
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The mission of Collinsville Faith in Action is to provide services and information to 

community members ages 60 and up to promote dignity and independence. 
 
Collinsville Faith in Action offers Elder Connection on the 2nd Wednesday of each month with 
lunch and an activity at no charge to participants. If you are 60 or older and want to join us, 
just call 618-344-8080 to reserve your seat. Our next Elder Connection is Wednesday, March 
11 from 11A-1P. Feel free to bring a friend and enjoy a planned activity, a delicious lunch, and 
some time socializing! Transportation can also be provided at no cost. 
 
Did you know that there are many, many options in senior housing? Collinsville Faith in Action 
supports client choices whether that be repairing or modifying a current home, exploring 
senior apartments and communities, or touring a supportive living apartment. If you or 
someone you care for are looking for information, please contact us at 
618-344-8080. 
 
Collinsville Faith in Action partners with churches like yours to organize volunteers who want 
to put their faith into action. Our Partner Congregations also share our news with friends and 
neighbors who might need our services. If you’d like to learn more about how volunteering at 
CFiA can help you put your faith into action, please call Karen Saravia at 618-344-8080 or 
complete a volunteer application at Become a Volunteer | Faith in Action 
(www.fiacollinsville.org/volunteer). If you’d like to receive our quarterly newsletter to stay 
informed of all our services for seniors, please call our office at 
618-344-8080. 
 
Lisa Ciszczon Brennen, Executive Director 
 
 
 

Collinsville Faith in Action is a 501c3 organization funded by donations and grants. Faith 
traditions and churches within our community support us by referring volunteers. The 

interfaith volunteers provide services to older community members. 
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4th Wednesday of the month at 
St. John’s Community Care 

222 Goethee Ave, Collinsville, IL 62234 
Call 618-465-3298 ext 120 for questions 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
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the Informer 

Address Service Requested 
Time-sensitive information: 
Please expedite delivery.  

 

307 West Clay Street 
Collinsville, IL 62234 
618-344-2526 
www.stjohnucc-collinsville.org 

http://www.stjohnucc-collinsville.org/

