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Have you registered your 
child(ren) for St. John UCC’s VBS? 
Now is the time!! 
Please scan the QR code below 
or type in the following link to 
register online or pick up a paper 
registration form at church! 
https://forms.gle/yjQTCyESzNGXLQDF7  
 
We are still in need of a few 
more volunteers, adults and 
youth. If you are available to lead 
groups of children around to the 
different activities, we promise 
you will have an amazing week! 
Follow the QR code or link 
below. 
https://forms.gle/K5LLZKsmXNsrxyxs5  
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To learn more, donate, or volunteer, you can: 
1) Follow us on FACEBOOK 
2) Follow us on INSTAGRAM 
3) DONATE by selecting HHH on the Realm App or 
Online Giving website button 
4) Purchase items from our AMAZON WISH LIST at the 
QR code provided 
5) Stop by the church office and complete a VOLUNTEER 
FORM 
6) Schedule a SPONSORSHIP PRESENTATION for your 
company or group 
7) PRAY for the safety and health of our kids, teens, staff 
and volunteers 
8) Reach out to me directly with a CALL to 618-344-2526 
ext.103 or EMAIL to HHH@stjohnucc-collinsville.org  

Thank you so much for your continued support. I'll see you at camp!  
- Mandi Voegele 
 

Donating just got easier! 
Not sure what to give? Check out our wish list on Amazon. Just pick 
something in your price range and Amazon will ship it straight to St John! 
 

The ladies of Evening Circle wish to thank everyone who 
helped make our Spring Rummage Sale so successful. It 
takes a village of helpers to bring in their treasures, help set 
up and tear down, distribute, and then sell all the items. It 
was a week of fellowship and work, but we were able to 
make $3493. This will support our commitment of $1600 to St 
John and to our community in our other missions. The 
energy and willingness to do this project is greatly 
appreciated. 
 

To my St. John UCC Church family –  
My family and I want to express our Gratitude for your kind thoughts, cards, and prayers during 
our time of loss. Your kindness has been a true blessing to me and my family and is sincerely 
appreciated. 
Gratefully – Bev Missey 

 
Do you have pictures of St. John UCC events, programs or one of our missions 
on your phone? We’d love to see them! Amy will use these photos to spread 
the word on how we help the community, and she will use some in the Annual 
Report. Please send photos to Amy by email, office@stjohnucc-collinsville.org 
or text 618-973-7771.  

mailto:office@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
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Hand Bell Help! 
Our hand bells are very valuable and are an important part of our Music Ministry. A 
single hand bell can cost $600 or more. A refurbishment of one octave of bells will 
cost $1420. The first octave to be refurbished has 8 bells. St. John owns 5 octaves 
with a total of 61 bells. 
Please consider giving to our bell fund. We plan to refurbish one octave of bells now 
and hope to continue until all 5 octaves are refurbished.  
You can donate with cash or check adding Bells in the memo line. You can also donate 
online through our website (stjohnucc-collinsville.org) or by scanning the QR code. 
Thank you to everyone that has already donated! 
 

Gifts to the Church 
 

General Fund 
• In memory of Beth Missey from Mark & Pam Waltermire. 
• In memory of Ted Sanders from Fay Fults. 

 

April 2026 
9:30 am 
Worship 

Digital 
Views 

YouTube 

Sunday 
School 

April 2nd  
Maundy Thursday  

42 n/a n/a 

April 3rd  
Good Friday 

30 16 n/a 

April 5th Easter 
Sunrise Service =  

215 192  

April 12th  104 56 19 
April 19th 117 102 14 
April 26th  
Confirmation Sunday 

145 52 10 

Average (Sundays only) 145 100 14 

To access the St. John UCC Collinsville 
YouTube channel, search 
@st.johnunitedchurchofchris446 
Look for: St. John United Church of Christ 
Collinsville, IL  

Have you remembered 
St. John  

United Church of Christ, 
Collinsville, in your  

Will or Final Bequest? 

Home Communion Available 
Do you worship from home on 
livestream or YouTube? If you 
want to participate in 
communion at home, there are 
pre-filled cups available in the 
church office! 
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April Financial Stewardship Update:  
April was another strong month for giving. Your envelope 
contributions totaled $44,923 — the fourth consecutive 
month above budget. Through the end of April, year-to-date 
envelope giving stands at $138,568, which is $21,419 ahead of 
where we budgeted. That sustained generosity is the 
foundation on which this church’s ministry rests, and we do 
not take it for granted. 

Looking at the full picture through four months, the church is 
running about $3,100 behind our year-to-date budget plan. 
April brought a significant building project — we ordered a 
new standby generator — along with backflow protection 
work on our plumbing and HVAC repairs. The generator was 
paid for entirely from a designated grant fund and did not 
come out of your weekly offerings. The plumbing and HVAC 
work are necessary investments in the health and safety of 
our building. 

Your music program received an outpouring of support in 
April, with more than $2,650 in music-designated donations. 
Thank you to everyone who contributed — those gifts directly 
fund the instruments, licensing, and maintenance that enrich 
our worship each week. 

HHH continues to serve families in our community and is 
supported through your HHH donations and a substantial 
grant from the Lutheran Foundation. 

We are grateful for every dollar you give and for the trust you 
place in this congregation. Four months are behind us and we 
head deeper into spring with your generosity leading the way. 
If you ever want to know more about where things stand 
financially, just ask — your deacons and finance team are 
always glad to share. 

Council Highlights 
 

• Preparing for a new Pastoral transition 
• Care Team has been busy making visits to many members 
• The Learning Tree Board is in need of a few church members to join them for next 

term 

*Please Note: Final Council and Special Congregational Meeting minutes are available from the 
church office upon request.  

 

Staff & Leadership 
 

Rev. Jennifer Sowell, Senior Pastor,  
618-250-7983 
pastorjenn@stjohnucc-collinsville.org  
Rev. Miranda Moeller, Associate Pastor, 
pastormiranda@stjohnucc-collinsville.org  
Amy Rhymer, Pastoral 
Assistant/Communications 
office@stjohnucc-collinsville.org 
Jenny King, Music Director 
music@stjohnucc-collinsville.org  
Laurie Voss, Accompanist 
Mandi Voegele, HHH Program Director 
HHH@stjohnucc-collinsville.org  
Leslie Musallam, Christian Education 
Ginger Schantz, Council President 
churchcouncil@stjohnucc-collinsville.org 
Anita Whittington, VP 
Paul Ham, Treasurer, Deacons Chair 
Nancy Berry, Secretary, Elders Chair 
Dena Bieser, Trustee Chair 
Jon Hester, bookkeeper 
bookkeeper@stjohnucc-collinsville.org  
The Learning Tree Preschool,  
618-344-2562 
St. John Cemetery, 618-344-0749 
St. John’s Community Care,  
618-344-5008 

 

mailto:pastorjenn@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
mailto:pastormiranda@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
mailto:office@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
mailto:music@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
mailto:HHH@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
mailto:churchcouncil@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
mailto:bookkeeper@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
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S.O.S. Soup Kitchen  

The beginning of June marks the 14th Anniversary of the S.O.S. Soup 
Kitchen! The next time St. John Church will be hosting S.O.S. is June 4th, 
the Evening Lions Club will be once again providing their delicious pork 
steaks! Please check in with John Green after worship the Sunday before 
to see what you can provide and/or to volunteer! 
 

A word from “Mrs. Cat” about our church’s Care Ministry Team 

We hope everyone who attends in-person church will: 
 Sign the cards set out on the narthex table- they’re sent on behalf 

of us all 
 Smile & chat a little with those around you in the narthex, 

sanctuary, and coffee hour  
Our Care Team reaches out to church families in general, including 
fostering connections with those who can’t attend in person without 
assistance. We make personal visits, send cards, call on the phone, craft 
small gifts, and help with special events like funeral luncheons. Our Care 
Team meets in person with Pastor Miranda twice a year and stays in touch 
with each other via email, phone calls, and actual chats the rest of the 
time. Not all Care Team members do the same things- let me know if you 
want to help in any way: 
Carolyn Catalano - 618-381-6411 mccallcarolyn@yahoo.com  
 
Another word from “Mrs Cat”: 
My June 21 sermon is called “The 7 Wonders of the World”. Those wonders might not be what you think- a 
schoolgirl said they are touch, taste, see, hear, feel, laugh, and love. Have you heard of Gary Chapman’s “5 
Love Languages”?- words of affection; acts of service; receiving gifts; quality time; and physical touch. I 
share experiences of extending love to people when I worked in a nursing home. I pair 7 brief nursing 
home stories with the schoolgirl’s 7 wonders of the world. 
 
 

Faith Walking  
June Prayer Theme: Walk in God’s Peace (John 14:27) 
6:30 – 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
April Mileage: 588 | Year to Date: 3778 
Greeters help you log your progress! Free-Will 
Offering.  
TIME CHANGE: The Faith Walking time for the mid-
day walking during June and July is 10:30-12:30, 
except for the week of June 22-26 when it will be 
11:35-12:30 because of VBS. 

Pickleball 
Put Your  
Game Face On! 
Mondays from 
5:30-8:00 P.M.  
Learn the game while you play! 
A free-will offering will be accepted.  
Questions:  
Contact Norb Kneipp at 345-7270 

mailto:mccallcarolyn@yahoo.com
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Registration forms are available in the church office.  
Contact Jenny King or Amy at 618-344-2526 or office@stjohnucc-collinsville.org to have one sent to you. 

 
 

Saint John UCC is hosting 
Life Line Screening, 

Friday, June 12, 2026. 
Screenings are fast, painless and 
affordable. Three key tests check for 
blocked carotid arteries, an irregular heart 
rhythm called atrial fibrillation, and high 
blood pressure, which are the three leading 
risk factors for stroke.   
 

Other tests check for abdominal aortic 
aneurysms and hardening of the arteries in 
the legs. A bone density screening to assess 
osteoporosis risk is also offered and is 
appropriate for both men and women. 
Many events also offer blood tests, 
including cholesterol, glucose and c-
reactive protein screenings, as well as take-
home colon cancer early detection tests. 
 

For more information regarding the screenings or to schedule an appointment, call 1-844-591-7160 or go 
to https://llsa.social/HC  or text the word circle to 216-279-1607. Pre-registration is required. 

mailto:office@stjohnucc-collinsville.org
https://llsa.social/HC
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You’re Invited! 
The Kindred Spirits Fellowship Group is less about age and 
more about fellowship, so your age doesn’t matter if you 
can make weekday afternoon activities. Plan to join us on 
the 2nd Monday of each month for a movie and the 3rd 
Thursday of each month for a lunch outing. 
 

The Monday Movie Matinee will be on Fridays in June & July 
due to HHH Summer Camp using the Theater Monday-Thursday. Join the Kindred Spirits for a 
movie on Friday, June 12 at 1:00 pm. No RSVP required.  
Our lunch will be at 1:00 on Thursday, June 18. Make your reservation by adding your name 
to the sign-up sheet in the Narthex or calling Amy (618-344-2526). You'll enjoy being part of 

the group. 

 
The children of St. John led the 
worship service on Sunday, May 
17th. From the music to the 
message, our kiddos shared how 
they let their “light” shine.  
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Our book club has chosen the next book we will be reviewing: Ragtime by E.L. 
Doctorow. 
 

The story opens in 1906 in New Rochelle, New York, at the home of an affluent 
American family. One lazy Sunday afternoon, the famous escape artist Harry 
Houdini swerves his car into a telephone pole outside their house. And almost 
magically, the line between fantasy and historical fact, between real and 
imaginary characters, disappears. Henry Ford, Emma Goldman, J. P. Morgan, 

Evelyn Nesbit, Sigmund Freud, and Emiliano Zapata slip in and out of the tale, crossing paths with Doctorow's 
imagined family and other fictional characters, including an immigrant peddler and a ragtime musician from 
Harlem whose insistence on a point of justice drives him to revolutionary violence. (Published in 
1975, Ragtime changed our very concept of what a novel could be. An extraordinary 
tapestry, Ragtime captures the spirit of America in the era between the turn of the century and the First 
World War.) 
 

Everyone is welcome. Plan on reading the book prior to attending the book review. Bring your thoughts and 
come to share the discussion. We plan to meet on Tuesday afternoon June 23rd at 1:00 p.m.  We are meeting 
in the Atrium. We hope you will join us. 
 

The Schools Out Scavenger Hunt was a success! 

They walked all around Main Street & Clay Street trying to mark things off their list such as: 

• Statue of a soldier 
• A team member in a Police car 
• A photo with a Police Officer 
• A ketchup packet 
• A team member acting like they are returning a 

book at the Library 
• And so much more! 

We ended with a treat 
at Uptown Scoops!  
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Hello Folks, 
 

It has been so nice getting to know many of you in different 
capacities. From SOS to Sunday services, I have had a wonderful 
time getting to know so many of you. I recognize there are people 
still to meet, and I am hoping to have the opportunity to do so. 
Let’s grab a cup of coffee or lunch and get to know each other. Just 
give the office a call and we can get something on the calendar. 
 

In the meantime, I wanted to let you all know that I am doing pastoral care visits. You don’t need to be in 
the hospital for such a visit to occur. You simply might need a bit of company. Perhaps you haven’t been 
able to worship in a while and are feeling disconnected. A visit might be just what you need to feel 
reconnected. There are many reasons you may want a visit and they are all worthwhile. Perhaps you don’t 
need a visit, but you have a friend that does. Simply call the office or talk to me when we see each other 
and we will set up a time. It will be a meaningful time. 
 

Take Good Care, 
Pastor Miranda 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
My beloved St. John UCC congregation, 
 

    Transitions are some of life’s most bittersweet moments—it is sad to leave places and people 
behind, yet the possibility for change and growth can be thrilling. Indeed, it is a bittersweet moment to 
affirm that I was elected on Saturday May 9th as the new Associate General Minister at the national level 
of the UCC. 
 

    These years I have spent at St. John have been the most wonderful of my career—you are an 
amazingly caring and nurturing congregation, and you gifted me with support and courage at a time I 
needed it most. Getting to know all of you and serving you as pastor has been a wonderful witness to the 
strength of the Gospel working in your lives and in this church. This congregation has demonstrated such 
wonderful faith in your support of me—I only pray I have been able to reflect some of that back to all of 
you. I have done my best to serve you with love—and want to stress I do indeed have genuine love for all 
of you. That love will stay the same even when I no longer serve here at St. John. 
 

    I want to remind you all Jesus did not come so that the world would stay the same. The Gospel, at 
its core, is about change and potential for growth. Change can be frightening, yet those who encounter 
the Living Christ understand that such a radical man and such a radical God must indeed be a little 
scary. Awesome is the word that comes to mind to describe the Gospel miracle. And it is the word I 
would use to describe the amazing ministries at St. John UCC. 
 

    Be kind and gracious to one another in this time of transition and change, and God will indeed bless 
you. Without a doubt, I know Pastor Miranda’s leadership will help our congregation grow in new and 
exciting ways. 
 

    Once again, I want to thank you all for your love and support. May God be with you, ’til we meet 
again. 
 

Love to you all— 
Pastor Jenn 
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The Learning Tree has wrapped up a very busy school 
year! We are so proud of all the children. They have all 
grown up so much and it has been a true pleasure to watch them all 
grow and learn so many new things. On Wednesday, May 20, our 
Yellow Room 3’s had their Nursery Rhyme program in Faith Hall 
and Our Blue 4’s and Red Room 4’s graduated at 6:00 p.m. in 
the church sanctuary. These two events are time-honored 
traditions that the students and families look forward to each 
year! 
 

May was full of excitement in all the classrooms. Our 
caterpillars all turned into butterflies and we had so much fun 
watching them grow. The children had so much fun releasing 
them! We took part in outdoor fun days on the St. John 
Community Care patio with bubbles, water play and chalk. The 4 
and 5-year- olds hosted their annual Spring Tea with their 
special guest, singing songs and eating fun food. All the 
children had fun at the end of the year carnival in Faith Hall 
too. 
 

The staff will spend the summer refreshing the classrooms, planning 
fun curriculum and getting ready for fall! We do have limited 
openings in classes for the 2026-2027 school year, so please 
spread the word! 
 

Have a blessed summer! 
Gigi Liljegren, The Learning Tree Director 



June 2026 

13 

 

 
The mission of Collinsville Faith in Action is to provide services and information to 

community members aged 60 and up to promote dignity and independence. 
 

Celebrating Independence through Unity: Collinsville 
Faith in Action’s annual dinner auction is scheduled for 
Friday, July 17 at the Gateway Convention Center. This 
year you can expect live music from the Granite City 
Swing Band (and maybe some swing dancing!), a 
delicious dinner, silent auction, oral auction, 50/50 
raffle, Wine Pull, and more. A night of celebration for 
you provides funding for the many free services we offer 
seniors in our community, and we invite everyone to 
participate. Your participation helps seniors remain as 
independent as possible. Call the CFiA office at 618-344-
8080 or visit our website at fiacollinsville.org to learn 
how you can participate in this event. 
 

Ready to put your faith into action? You can meet new friends, set your own schedule, 
and stay connected with the community while helping older community members by 
volunteering with Collinsville Faith in Action. We organize volunteers from community 
churches, organizations, and schools to provide free services to people over the age of 
60. Call Karen at 618-344-8080 to learn how you can be a “Neighbor helping neighbors.” 
 
In gratitude, 
Lisa Ciszczon Brennen,  
Executive Director 

 

  

Collinsville Faith in Action is a 501c3 organization funded by 
donations and grants. Faith traditions and churches within our 
community support us by referring volunteers. The interfaith 

volunteers provide services to older community members. 
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222 Goethe Ave. 
Collinsville, IL 62234 

618-344-5008 
www.stjohnscc.org 

 
 

All the Adult Day Participants will enjoy a picnic at the Troy Township Park Zoo! If you are a resident 
of Troy Township and would be willing to help with renting the pavilion, please contact Kayla at 618-
344-5008! 
 
Our Information and Assistance Program has received some wonderful feedback from their 
participants lately. Mary Baldwin stated one of her caregiver participants expressed a heartfelt 
gratitude a couple of weeks ago saying; He felt so lost with his caregiving journey before taking the 
Savvy Class and has started attending one of our support groups. Now he feels that he can manage 
and has the tools needed to keep going. 
 
There is more interest, tours, and trial days at our Highland Adult Community Care. We are still in the 
process of making connections with the local area networking groups, so please help us spread the 
word! 

 
  

Don’t forget about the Free 
medical equipment loan 

program to help those in need. 
This program is available at the 
Collinsville location and is open 

to anyone who requires 
equipment such as wheelchairs, 

walkers, commodes, bath 
chairs, crutches, canes, and 

more. For more information, 
call 618-344-5008 or visit our 

website at www.stjohnscc.org. 

http://www.stjohnscc.org/
http://www.stjohnscc.org/
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Address Service Requested 
Time-sensitive information: 
Please expedite delivery.  

 

307 West Clay Street 
Collinsville, IL 62234 
618-344-2526 
www.stjohnucc-collinsville.org 

http://www.stjohnucc-collinsville.org/

