John 9:1—41 v

Mass Schedule

Daily Mass ~ Monday-Saturday 9:00am,
preceded by Daily Rosary at 8:30am

Weekend Masses ~ Saturdays 4:00pm
Sundays 8:00am 10:00am* 12:00pm & 5:00pm
*Family Mass
~ Church Open for Prayer ~
Monday-Friday 10-:00am-3-00pm

Bereavement Support Ministry ~ For support, please
Contact Deacon Dan Nelson at den785@aol.com

Staft Directory ~ Find our staff directory on page 6.

Parish Prayer Wall ~Submit requests on parish website.

Parish Newsletter ~ Visit parish website to subscribe.

St. Mary’s Cemetery ~ For inquiries, please contact
Barbara McKenney at 781-828-0090 x 311.

Hearing Assistance ~ListenWIFI App (StOscars)

St. Oscar Romero Parish

700 Washington Street, Canton, MA 02021 | Website: www.cantoncatholic.org
Parish Office: 781-828-0090 | Email: welcome@cantoncatholic.org
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Sacramental and Devotional Life

Anointing of the Sick ~ Contact the parish office.
Baptism ~ Twice a month, 2nd and 4th Sundays.

To register, visit www.cantoncatholic.org and click on
Sacraments. Contact: Barbara McKenney (781) 828-0090.

Marriage ~ Arrangements should be made six months
in advance. Contact the parish office.

1\R;[os’conciljat1'0ﬂ ~ Saturdays at 3:15pm before the 4:00pm
ass

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament ~
Tuesdays 9:30-10:30am

Bible Study ~ Mondays at 9:45am in the Lower church
Hall. Contact: wwhite9999@aol.com or 617-699-8032

Catholic Men of Canton ~ 2nd Saturday of the month
8:00-9:30am in the Lower Church Hall or via a zoom link
option. Email jptjr2@gmail.com for more information.
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"Let us not tire of preaching love;
It is the force that will overcome the world.”
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Dear Friends,

We can officially declare last week’s Parish Len-
ten Retreat a resounding success. Like most at-
tendees, I was incredibly impressed with Father
Simeon Gallagher. What a preacher! The breadth
and depth of his Scriptural, theological, and his-
torical knowledge is unparalleled. The size of the
crowds offered evidence that many thought the
same thing. It had been many years since St
Gerard’s or St. John’s offered such a retreat. We
will try to do so again next year.

Did anyone happen to see the February 25 story
in the Boston Globe, or the March 6 editorial, re-
garding the plight of the Poor Clare Sisters and
their Jamaica Plain property? Since the communi-
ty moved from the Jamaica Plain convent to
Westwood, Father Jeremy and I have been among
the priests who celebrate Mass for them. As de-
tailed in the Globe story, the Jamaica Plain facili-
ty was too big for the community and in need of
extensive repairs. Their plan was to consolidate
other sites at the Westwood cloister. However,
due to objections raised by the Arnold Arboretum,
Boston City Hall has held up the sale of the prop-
erty. The Globe editorial noted the imbalance of
power, a community of cloistered religious women
versus Harvard University and the Arboretum.

There is a link on the Bulletin page of our website
to the story and editorial. I am not sure what we
can do to help the sisters. For sure, we can pray
that the City of Boston moves forward with this
project. As the editorial notes, its affordable hous-
ing component is good for the city. If, in addition,
anyone knows something or someone that could
help, I am sure the sisters would welcome your
assistance.

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Tom
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Walking Wit Chwist — Marchv 20
Walking with Christ

Evening Prayer & Stations of the Cross

This week in our
Lenten Evening Pray-
er series, we reflect on
the Fourth Sorrowful
Mystery: Jesus Carries
His Cross. Together,
we will walk with Him
on the road to Calvary,
contemplating the weight He bore and the love that
sustained Him. Through Scripture, prayer, and qui-
et reflection, and Stations of the Cross, we will con-
sider our own burdens and the ways Christ meets
us with strength and compassion. All are welcome
to join us on this Lenten journey at 6:30pm in the
church.

A Baby Shower of wa'wgs

Thank you so much for your incredible generosity
during our Lenten Baby Shower. Your outpouring
of love—through baby items, essentials, and
thoughtful gifts—will bring comfort, dignity, and
hope to many women and babies served by Abun-
dant Hope Pregnancy Center.

Because of you, mothers who are facing challenging
circumstances will feel supported, and little ones
will be welcomed with the warmth and care they
deserve. What a beautiful witness of our parish liv-
ing the heart of Lent: offering compassion, lifting
up the vulnerable, and choosing love in action.

Please know how deeply grateful we are for every
donation, every prayer, and every act of kindness.
You have made a real difference, and your generos-
ity shines Christ’s light in a powerful way.

March 15, 2026
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The Jowrney of Our Elect—thre Second Scruting

On the Fourth Sunday of Lent, the Church cele-
brates the Second Scrutiny for those preparing to
enter the Church through the Order of Christian
Initiation of Adults (OCIA). During this sacred rite,
the community prays in a special way for the Elect

as they continue their final preparation for the Sac-

raments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil.

The Scrutinies are moments of prayer and reflec-
tion in which the Church asks God to strengthen
what is good within the Elect and to heal anything
that may separate them from the love of Christ.
Rooted in the Gospel readings of Lent, these rites
help the Elect grow in trust, faith, and openness to
God’s grace.

The Second Scrutiny is closely connected to the Gos-

pel story of Jesus healing the man born blind. Just
as Jesus opened the man’s eyes to see the light, the
Church prays that the Elect may grow in spiritual

sight, coming to
see Christ more
clearly and follow
Him more faith-

fully.

Although the
Scrutinies are
celebrated for the
Elect, they also invite all of us to deeper conversion
during Lent. As we pray for those preparing to en-
ter the Church, we are reminded to examine our
own hearts and ask the Lord to open our eyes to His
presence in our lives.

Please continue to pray for our Elect, Robert and
Madison and we warmly invite you to join us at the
Easter Vigil on Saturday evening, April 4, to sup-
port and celebrate with them as they are welcomed
fully into the life of the Church.

Lu\,tw, Guing to Support the Cam»hrw Food Pantry

'5-_

As we continue our Lenten journey of prayer,
il sacrifice, and charity, our parish is blessed to join

&\ with the Canton Catholic Women’s Club and the

ITEMS NEEDED

Canned Foods

; Peanut butter & Jelly
~ Pasta & Rice

Non-perishables

Cereal - hot & cold Toiletries

(‘-
pe ,*&,_ T
Checks payable to:

The Ganton Food Pan! Vg P Tirchnlinlrancc

L

Knights of Columbus Council in supporting this
year’s Lenten Food Drive.

The collection will take place from March 14-22.
You are invited to participate in whatever way you
are able, either through a monetary donation or by
contributing non-perishable canned or dry goods.
All donations may be placed in the bins at the en-

# trance of the church.

: f| Your generosity will be multiplied in a special way
§ this year.
# ¢ All personal or business checks will be matched

dollar-for-dollar through a $1,200 Challenge
Grant provided by our two parish co-sponsors.
Checks may be made payable to the Canton
Food Pantry.

In addition, for every 500 lbs. of food and every
$500 in monetary donations, the Supreme
Council of the Knights of Columbus will contrib-
ute an additional $100, up to a total of $500.
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From Darkness o Light
Reflecting on John 9:1-41

In the Gospel of John, Jesus meets a man who has
lived his entire life in darkness — blind from birth.
The disciples ask the question that still echoes in
human hearts today: “Who sinned, this man or his
parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus’ response
turns their assumptions upside down. Neither the
man nor his parents sinned; rather, his very bro-
kenness becomes the place where the works of God
will shine forth.

Jesus heals him, restoring his sight. But the mira-
cle is more than physical. As the story unfolds, the
man’s spiritual vision grows clearer and clearer. At
first, he refers to Jesus simply as “the man called
Jesus.” Later, he boldly proclaims Him a prophet.
Finally, after encountering Jesus again, he recog-
nizes Him as the Son of Man — and worships Him.

Meanwhile, those who believe they see perfectly —
the religious leaders — cannot recognize the truth
standing right in front of them. The Gospel draws a
striking contrast: the one who was physically blind
comes to see with the eyes of faith, while those who
claim to see remain spiritually blind.

This story invites us to look honestly at our own
lives. Where do we struggle to see clearly? What
fears, habits, or assumptions cloud our vision? Are
there places where we resist the light because it
asks something of us?

Lent is the season when Christ gently touches our
eyes again. Through prayer, repentance, and quiet
reflection, He leads us out of the shadows and into
His healing light.

Like the man in the Gospel, may we have the cour-
age to stand before Jesus with gratitude and say:
“I was blind, but now I see.”

The Remarkable Mayor Curley
You are warmly invited to a HE MAYOR of e POOR
special presentation spon- —— ;
sored by the Canton Catholic '
Women’s Club (CCWC)!

On Wednesday, March 18,
following the 9:00am Mass,
the CCWC will host an engag-
ing and inspiring look at the
life and legacy of James Mi-
chael Curley — the legendary
Boston mayor known as “The Mayor of the Poor.”

Serving multiple terms between 1914 and 1937,
Mayor Curley championed the disadvantaged and
left a lasting mark on Boston through major public
works and strong advocacy for those in need.

Our presenter, Larry Overlan— a longtime resi-
dent of Canton—historian, adjunct professor, con-
tributor to the Canton Citizen Newspaper, and de-
voted Curley enthusiast — will share insights into
the mayor’s family life, political career, accomplish-
ments, and enduring influence.

All are welcome — men, women, family, and
friends! Please join us in the lower church hall for
coffee and refreshments. The presentation will
begin at 10:00am. Come enjoy fellowship, history,
and inspiration as we reflect on a leader whose life
reminds us of the power of service and commitment

to others.

Sunday Morning Coffee
In honor of St. Patrick, the Patron Saint of our

Maovrchv 15 - 10am Mass

Archdiocese, Irish bread will be served in addition
to our usual coffee, tea, and donuts, after the 10:00
am Mass this Sunday!

Together As One!

This weekend, the 2026 Catholic Ap-
peal launches across the Archdiocese
of Boston! Please enter into solidarity
with our brothers and sisters in need
and spread hope by making a gift today. Thank you
to those who have already responded generously to
Archbishop Henning’s invitation to contribute.
Through early support, our parish has already
reached 53% of our goal and, together, we are on
our way to greater success. Thank you!
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Did You Know? Growing in Faith
Almsgiving as an Act of Love

Almsgiving is more
than simply giving
money or material
help. It is an act of
love rooted in our
faith. Everything we
have is a gift from
God, and sharing
with  others re-
flects His generosity.

Throughout the Gos-
pel, Jesus calls His
followers to care for
the poor, the suffer-
ing, and those in
need. When we give
to others — whether
through our time,
kindness, encouragement, or resources — we par-
ticipate in Christ’s compassion and become instru-
ments of His love in the world.

Did youknow?

Growing in Faith This Lent

Almsgiving reminds us that faith is not meant to
be lived only privately. Love must take visible form
in our actions.

Growing in Faith This Lent:

Look for one intentional way this week to share
your time, kindness, or generosity with someone
who may need it.
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Canton Community
Blood Drive

Knights of Columbus

The Canton Library - Community Room
786 Washington Street
American
Red Cross Canton, MA 02021

F'hursday, April 9, 2026
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The Fourth Sunday of Lent:
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Why We Rejoice on Laetare Sunday

This Fourth Sunday of Lent is called Laetare Sun-
day, from the Latin word meaning “rejoice.” The
name comes from the Entrance Antiphon: “Rejoice,
Jerusalem.”

In a season marked by prayer, fasting, and alms-
giving, Laetare Sunday offers a gentle lifting of
the Lenten tone. It is a reminder that even in the
midst of our penitential journey, God’s grace is al-
ready at work, drawing us closer to the joy of East-
er. The rose-colored vestments worn today reflect
this spirit—lighter than the deep violet of Lent,
they symbolize hope breaking through the shad-
OWS.

May this Sunday’s joy strengthen us for the weeks
ahead, and may we continue our Lenten journey
with hearts open to the transforming light of
Christ.

Fouwrtiv Grade Stations of Hhe Cross

St. John the Evangelist
School’s fourth grade
class, under the direction
of Mrs. Angela McMillan,
has been prayerfully pre-
paring a live presenta-
tion of the Stations of the
Cross. Their reverent
portrayal offers a beauti-
ful opportunity to enter
more deeply into the spir-
it of Lent.

All parishioners are
warmly invited to attend the performance on
Wednesday, April 1, 2026, at 2:00pm.
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St. Oscar Romero Parish

700 Washington Street, Canton

OFFICE (M-TH 9am-4pm) | Phone:781-828-0090 x311 General Inquiries | Fax: 781-828-2520

CLERGY
Rev. Thomas S. Rafferty, x209
Pastor
tsrafferty@cantoncatholic.org

Rev. Jeremy Wagner, x322
Parochial Vicar
jwagner@cantoncatholic.org

Deacon Daniel C. Nelson,
THM, D. Min. x325
Spiritual Director
den785@aol.com

NEW QR CODE

Your generosity
strengthens our
parish family and we
are grateful for your
support. Scan the QR
code to give today.
"Freely you have
received; freely give."
Matthew 10:8

==

PARISH STAFF
Nancy T. Cunniff x203 781-828-5130
Confirmation, Religious Fducation
7-10 & Parish Communications

ncunniff@cantoncatholic.org

Lorraine Olsen-Viola x316
Oftertory, Donations & Online Giving
lolsen-viola@cantoncatholic.org

Mike Mahan x304 or 617-460-2800
Youth Ministry & Outreach Programs
mike@cantoncatholic.org

Barbara McKenney x311

Ministry Coordinator, St. Mary
Cemetery & Sacramental Inquiries
bmckenney@cantoncatholic.org

Erin Sullivan x305 781-828-5130
First Communion, First Reconciliation
& Religious Education 1-6
erin@cantoncatholic.org

Maggie Rubenacker x312
Finance, Operations & HR
mrubenacker@cantoncatholic.org

Maria White x216

Music Ministry: Youth, Junior &
Adult Choirs
mwhite@cantoncatholic.org

PARISH SCHOOL
Chris Flieger, Ed.D.
Principal
chris.flieger@sjscanton.org

Anne Guerini x315
School Finance Office

Dora Foster
Administrative Assistant
dora.foster@sjscanton.org

St. John School
781-828-2130 www.s]scanton.org

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL For assistance, call 781-828-0090 and leave your contact information.
e ——_ e T e

Mass Intentions for tie Week

Saturday, March 14

Friday, March 20

9:00am~Christina Carty, Month’s Mind
4:00pm~Susan Mulvey, Mildred &
Harold Mulvey, Memorial

4 th

9:00am~

Sunday, March 15

8:00am~Denise M. Cogliano, Memorial
10:00am~Mario Marganella, Memorial
12:00pm~Yanick Bayard, Memorial
5:00pm~

Su m{ny
af Lent

Saturday, March 21
9:00am~Leo McNeil, Jr., Memorial
4:00pm~Warner Lund, Memorial

Sunday, March 22

8:00am~Robert Ducat, Memorial
10:00am~Celia Rocco, Memorial
12:00pm~Kate DelLello, Memorial
5:00pm~Kathleen Bohane, Memorial

Monday, March 16
9:00am~

"I came into this world far

1

Tuesday, March 17

Tudgment, so that those who 9:00am~
do not see miqftt see, Ang Wednesday, March 18
those who do see min’ftt 9:00am~ (

become blind."

Thursday, March 19
9:00am~

To regquest a Mass Intention,
please coll 781-828-0090

v

Fourth Sunday of Lent

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram

Prayers and Sympathy

Cotherine Moore
Eleanor Barridle

Please remember in your prayers
all those who have entered into eternal life.

[i@

Facebook.com/cantoncatholic
Instagram.com/cantoncatholic

Bulletin Subwmissions are due by noon on Monday
bulletin@cantoncatholic.org

March 15, 2026
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Home Cleanouts
Garage Cleanouts
Office Cleanouts

Storage Unit Cleanouts
Estate Cleanouts
Furniture

Appliances

Televisions

Yard Waste
Construction Debris
Demolition

JUNK REMOVAL & DEMOLITION 617-893-3624

Steven Conroy - Owner
www.lugaway.com | info@lugaway.com

of Grooming
Services!

EVERYTHING
boo
CANTON

“l can't recommend this place enough!! Took my dog
here, she was relaxed like I've never seen. They cleaned
up her nails and pads which look incredible! My pup is
normally afraid of going to the groomer, but not with
these guys. I'll only take my dog here from today on. They
do walk in nail trims too and great prices

” -Kym M.

INNOVATIVE TREATMENTS FOR

DEPRESSION,
ANXIETY, & OCD

g f
h‘ﬁmgﬂfé.
) Now welcoming new
1 clients—virtually and
in-person ! Oasis
Behavioral Health
Center has been
delivering trusted,
compassionate care
since 2012.

Transcranial Magnetic
Stimulation (TMS)

Intranasal Esketamine
(Spravato®)

Intensive Out-Patient

Program (IOP)

Psychiatry Services

| www.obhi.org

\ 1506 Providence Highway, Suite 25, Norwood, MA

M DUTRA
CLEANING SERVICE INC

Deep Cleaning, Offices, & Houses.
Insured with References available!

m Bright
34 Bath

The best start in life

. Monuments &
W. C. Canniff & Sons, Inc. Lettering

531 Cummins Hwy « Roslindale

617-323-3690
Since 1896

7 www.CanniffMonuments.com

0. Tree

Now enrolling infant - pre-K

955 Turnpike St.
Canton, MA
ygeorges@brightpathkids.com

www.brightpathkids.com/us/locations/canton

o Service
BARKING BEAUTIES Fully Insured * Free Estimates
PET SALON

781-308-2283

GOOD SERVICE FOR A GOOD PRICE

Come in and spoil your pet with a day at the spal
120 Jackson St., Canton 781.828.9080

3

BOSTON

§5E OF ROSTOM | CA

Your support of the 2026 Catholic Appeal will have a
meaningful impact on our parishes, schools, and ministries
that serve so many throughout our Archdiocese of Boston.

Please Support Our Mission!
Scan the QR code
& Give Today!

Paint Your Own Pottery
Now Offered in Canton!
Call for an Appointwment

781-8212948

Open 7 days a week. ltems range $25-575

Flowers by Ami
| /39 Washington St
s Canton MA .
b 781-821-2948 o

-

Rl

fc

Your support for the Clergy
Trust parish collections
provides for the health,

wellness, and retirement
» heeds of our active and

| senior priests.

lergytrust

Thank you for your
generosity to this collection
and for helping us care for
those who care for us.

r GIVE TODAY Twfde

VIA THE
QR CODE

7 ‘ 100 West Main Street, Norton, MA

ADVANCED DENTAL CARE

—e OF NORTON v=—

Welcoming New Dental Patients of All Ages

Family Dentistry Periodontal Care
Full-Mouth Rehabilitation (all-on-X)

Q (508) 285-8301
adcofnorton.com ‘

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

Pilot Bulletins

Saint Oscar Romero, Canton, MA 4478
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455 Washington Street, Canton, MA 02021

Brian T. Fitzgerald - Director (3rd Generation of the Thomas Family)

dockrayandthomasfuneralhome.com

Sherrie Sharp, MD

RESIDENTIAL \ COMMERCIAL
\ﬁ

TURF ENVY

Superior Turf & Landscape

BOARD CERTIFIED IN
PSYCHIATRY AND CHILD
PSYCHIATRY |

(508) 844-4908

25 Birch Street, Bldg B, Milford | ifeStance
HEALTH

LOCAL SNOW REMOVAL
Call Now For Your Free Estimate!

617-615-5822

New Openings! www.turfenvylandscape.com

stephanie.lopilato@compass.com | 781-579-4316

“Be a Servant” Matthew 20:26

CANTON

CAMBER REAL ESTATE, INC.

-Established 1986~
Tony Camarra, President
For All Your Real Estate Needs

1039 Washington St — Canton
638 Washington St — Norwood
W: 781-828-2398 / C: 781-820-6944
www.CamberRealEstate.com

Michael J. MacDougall
MASTER

ELECTRICIAN

____________________________

___________________________

Proud Member of the Parish School Community

Lic #23703-A

PROFESSIONAL NAIL CARE

Nail Tips e Fill - Ins « Manicure « Pedicure
Dipping « Gel Manicure

Llatlt-irnes CWelecme
Mon-Sat 10-7pm, Sunday closed

581 Washington Street, Canton
781-821-0339

Affordable Cleaning Solutions, Inc.
Commercial &

Residential Cleaning
781-562-1661

www.affordablecleaningsolutionsinc.com

ﬂ Since 1902

Trethewey Brothers, Inc.

PLUMBING & HEATING CONTRACTORS
KITCHEN & BATHROOM REMODELING

617-325-3283
WWW.TBROS.COM
4280 WASHINGTON ST, ROSLINDALE, MA

Mass Home Improvement Contractor Lic. #102399
Massachusetts Master Plumber Lic. #11207

BOSTON
HAMMER
BUILDERS

psSON PROPE
1“°M BUILDERS RT'E

Canton, MA o 781-589-7386 jthompsonbuilds@yahoo.com

781-400-4181

=

ROACHE-PUSHARD g

Lawrence M. Pushard

566 WASHINGTON ST.
CANTON, MA 02021

Minuteman
Press.
WE DESIGN, PRINT & PROMOTE...YOU!
WWW.CANTONMA.MINUTEMANPRESS.COM
MMPCDESIGN@MINUTEMANPRESS.COM

TEL: (781) 828-6490
FAX: (781) 828-7354

John Dolan
Kitchen & Bath

Showroom
605 Wash. St. Canton

(781) 828-4029

DolanKitchens.com

PRINTING * COPYING * DIGITAL SERVICES

BUSINESS CARD * LETTERHEAD * ENVELOPES
INVOICES ¢ LABELS * FLYERS * BROCHURES
NEWSLETTERS * PROMOTIONALS

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

PAINTING, CARPENTRY, & FLOORING

508-840-0832

Interior, Exterior and Power Washing
www.firstchoicepaintingwc.com

857-228-8255

Pilot Bulletins

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

~ CLEANING DIVISION
RESIDENTIAL « OFFICE « RETAIL
SAME DAY « WEEKLY « BIWEEKLY « MONTHLY

CALL: 857-246-2738

BANK of
CANTON

Member FDIC. Member DIF.

9
V3

Insurance & Financial Services
Auto « Home » Life & Retirement Solutions
72 Island St. Stoughton, MA 02072

781-436-5685

WWW. abramsinsuranceagency.com

ABRAMS

INSURANCE & FINANCIAL SERVICES

BARRILE ELECTRIC CO.
JOE BARRILE, MASTER ELECTRICIAN
MA LIC #A11450 » EST. 1985

1032 Pleasant St., Cell: (617) 797-1393
Canton, MA 02021 Quality Work
Member MECA, IAEI

No"Job Too Small

4478

Saint Oscar Romero, Canton, MA

(IR AR
475
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