St. Oscar Romero Parish

700 Washington Street, Canton, MA 02021 | Website: www.cantoncatholic.org
Parish Office: 781-828-0090 | Email: welcome@cantoncatholic.org

Mass Schedule

Daily Mass ~ Monday-Saturday 9:00am,
preceded by Daily Rosary at 8:30am

Weekend Masses ~ Saturdays 4:00pm
Sundays 8:00am 10:00am* 12:00pm & 5:00pm
*Family Mass
~ Church Open for Prayer ~
Monday-Friday 10-:00am-3-00pm

Bereavement Support Ministry ~ For support, please
Contact Deacon Dan Nelson at den785@aol.com

Staft Directory ~ Find our staff directory on page 6.

Parish Prayer Wall ~Submit requests on parish website.

Parish Newsletter ~ Visit parish website to subscribe.

St. Mary’s Cemetery ~ For inquiries, please contact
Barbara McKenney at 781-828-0090 x 311.

Hearing Assistance ~ListenWIFI App (StOscars)

Sacramental and Devotional Life
Anointing of the Sick ~ Contact the parish office.

Baptism ~ Twice a month, 2nd and 4th Sundays.
To register, visit www.cantoncatholic.org and click on
Sacraments. Contact: Barbara McKenney (781) 828-0090.

Marriage ~ Arrangements should be made six months
in advance. Contact the parish office.

Reconciliation ~ Saturdays at 3:15pm before the 4:00pm
Mass

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament ~
Tuesdays 9:30-10:30am

Bible Study ~ Mondays at 9:45am in the Lower church
Hall. Contact: wwhite9999@aol.com or 617-699-8032

Catholic Men of Canton ~ 2nd Saturday of the month
8:00-9:30am in the Lower Church Hall or via a zoom link
option. Email jptjr2@gmail.com for more information.
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St. Oscar Romero Parish 700 Washington Street, Canton

St.
O Scar "Let us not tire of preaching love;
Romero It is the force that will overcome the wor

Parish

v

Dear Friends,

If you love snow, you must be happy. We are doing our best to keep the parish grounds clear, but the
amount of snowfall makes it a challenge. Use caution when driving as snowbanks impede vision, and
the pathways are narrowed. Thanks for your patience as our team confronts this winter’s challenges.

We are excitedly looking forward to welcoming Father Simeon Gallagher, OFM, Cap., to our parish.
Father Simeon will preach at the weekend Masses. He will preach at the 9:00 am Mass on Monday,
March 7, through Thursday, March 12. He will also preach at Liturgy of the Word services each even-
ing at 7:00 pm. See you there! (see more details below.)

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Tom

The Jowrney Beguns: Our Parisi Lenten Retfreat |s Almost Here

As Lent unfolds, the anticipation is building for
our Parish Lenten Retreat — and we hope you will

be part of it. LOSlIlg and
This year’s retreat, Losing and Rediscovering God,
will be preached by Simeon Gallagher, OFM, Cap., ed
a gifted Franciscan known for his warmth, wis- 5 COV”'L
dom, and engaging preaching. Over four days, he ;
will guide us on a journey of renewal — a time to 0
A Parish Lenten Retreat
March 9-12

reflect, pray, and open our hearts more deeply to
God’s presence.

The retreat will take place March 9-12, with two
opportunities each day in the church:

9:00 AM Mass (Monday-Thursday)
7:00 PM Evening Retreat (Monday—Thursday)

The same retreat message will be offered at both
the morning Mass and the evening session each
day, making it easy to attend at the time that
works best for you — whether mornings, evenings, ~Whether you attend one evening or all four days,
or a combination throughout the week. this is a beautiful opportunity to pause, reflect,
and allow the Lord to renew your heart.

the ordinary rhythms of our lives. Each session
will be accessible, welcoming, and rooted in hope.

Have you ever felt that God was distant, quiet, or

hard to recognize? This retreat creates a gentle, All are welcome. Come as you are — and let this
prayerful space to explore those moments honestly  Tent become a turning point, drawing you closer
— and to rediscover how God is present even in to the God who never stops seeking you.

e et e
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St. Oscar Romero Parish

700 Washington Street, Canton

Walking withv Chwist Lenten Series

Walking with Christ

Evening Prayer & Stations of the Cross

b v

Due to the snow cancellation last Friday even-
ing, we opted to combine the first two Sorrowful
Mysteries for this past Friday as we began our
Walking with Christ Lenten series.

Together, we reflected on the Agony in the Gar-
den and the Scourging at the Pillar. We entered
into the sorrow of Gethsemane, where Jesus sur-
rendered Himself completely to the Father’s will,
and then contemplated the suffering He endured
at the pillar. Through Scripture, prayer, and re-
flection, we considered Christ’s anguish, His lov-
ing obedience, and the depth of His mercy re-
vealed through His wounds. The Cross ritual
helped anchor our prayer, reminding us that we
do not walk the road to Calvary alone.

This Friday, we continue our journey with the
Third Sorrowful Mystery: The Crowning with
Thorns. In this powerful mystery, we reflect on
Christ’s humiliation, His quiet strength, and the
kingship revealed not in earthly power, but in
sacrificial love.

Each week stands on its own, so all are wel-
come—whether you have attended previous eve-
nings or are joining us for the first time. Lent is
a sacred opportunity to slow down, enter more
deeply into prayer, and walk closely with Our
Lord on the road to Calvary. The evening begins
with Evening Prayer at 6:30 pm, followed by the
Stations of the Cross at 7:00 pm.

*Please note: Because our parish will be engaged in the
week-long Lenten retreat "Losing and Rediscovering God,"
there will be no "Walking with Christ" session on Friday,
March 13.

“
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Second Sunday of Lent

Baby Shower Donation Drune

[ -

Last week, we introduced our Confirmation
Program’s Baby Shower Donation Drive to bene-
fit Abundant Hope Pregnancy Center. We warmly
invite our parish family to participate in this
beautiful opportunity to support mothers and
their babies in need.

As part of their preparation for the Sacrament of
Confirmation, our students are learning that
faith is lived through acts of compassion and ser-
vice. Your generosity helps teach them what it
means to be witnesses of Christ’s love in action.

Through this simple act of giving, we help our
young people discover that discipleship means
caring for the most vulnerable and supporting
families with dignity and hope.

Items Needed:

e Diapers: Sizes 5, 6, 7 & pull-ups

o Baby wipes

o NEW swaddles, sleepers & onesies

e NEW spring/summer clothing & pajamas

(12 months—2T)
Boys’ clothing especially needed

e Amazon Gift Cards

Items may be dropped off at the front entrance
of the church through March 8 in the pack and
play.

Thank you for your continued generosity and for

supporting our Confirmation students as they
grow in faith and service.

March 1, 2026



St. Oscar Romero Parish

700 Washington Street, Canton

Thas Is Mq B@Lo—va Son: A Glumpse of Glory

through him.

His people.

wherever we go.

MATTHEW 17:5

Togetirer We Are One

Next weekend, our parish—
along with the whole Arch-

Al b | »
(" ‘lth( )II(' diocese—will begin the 2026
Catholic Appeal. I warmly

Appeal
BOSTON
encourage you to join me in

supporting this year’s Appeal, a vital way we share
Christ’s care and hope with those in need.

If you have already made a gift, thank you for your
generosity. As a parish, we are striving for full par-
ticipation. When we reach our goal
of $94,000, our parish will also re-
ceive funds back to support our
own ministries. To make an online
gift, please visit
www.bostoncatholicappeal.org or
scan the QR code.

On the high mountain, Peter, James, and John were granted a glimpse of
something extraordinary—a vision of Jesus transfigured, radiant with di-
vine glory, conversing with Moses and Elijjah. It was a moment of awe and
wonder, a fleeting experience of heaven touching earth. In that instant, the
disciples saw not just the humanity of Jesus, but the fullness of God shining

Then came the voice from the cloud, the Father’s unmistakable proclama-
tion: “This is my beloved Son.” These words anchor the entire scene. They
reveal who Jesus truly is and remind the disciples—and us—that the glory
before them is not an illusion but the very presence of God dwelling among

Peter’s response, “Lord, it is good that we are here,” echoes our own longing
to pause, to dwell in the sacred, and to build “tents” where we might linger
in God’s presence. Yet even in such moments, God calls us gently back to
the ordinary path of life: “Rise, and do not be afraid.”

This vision is not simply a story of a mountaintop experience long ago. It is
an invitation for each of us today—to notice the moments of light in our
own lives, to recognize Christ’s presence in the everyday, and to trust that
God walks with us even in fear or uncertainty. The glory we glimpse on the
mountain is meant to guide us down into the valley, into our families, our
communities, and our daily living, carrying the hope and love of Christ

As we journey through Lent, may we open our hearts to these moments of
transformation. And may we, like the disciples, be attentive to Jesus’ voice,
trusting in his promise and responding with courage and faith.

Proayer Showl Munistry

iy Thank you to those who
eM'_‘_l Shaw. have already expressed
Iinistr

Pray

interest in our new
Prayer Shawl Ministry.
We are grateful for the
wonderful response and
hope to schedule our first
introductory meeting in

the coming weeks.

If you knit or crochet and would still like to be part
of this ministry — creating prayerfully made
shawls for our homebound parishioners and those
in need of comfort — there is still time to join us.

For more information or to express interest, please
contact Nancy Cunniff at

ncunniff@cantoncatholic.org or 781-828-5130.
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St. Oscar Romero Parish

700 Washington Street, Canton

Did You Know? Growing in Faith

Why Prayer, Fasting, and Almsgiving?

The Church gives us three Lenten practices:

Did youknow?

Growing in Faith This Lent

prayer, fasting,
and almsgiving.
These are not ran-
dom traditions or
spiritual “extras.”
They come directly
from the Gospel
(Matthew 6:1-18),
where Jesus teach-
es His disciples
how to return to
the Father with
sincere hearts.

Prayer draws us
closer to God.
Fasting strength-
ens our self-
discipline and frees us from unhealthy attach-
ments.

Almsgiving turns our hearts outward in love to-
ward others.

Together, these practices restore right relation-
ship — with God, with ourselves, and with our
neighbor. They form us into people who love
more deeply and live more intentionally.

Lent is not meant to be a season of mere self-
improvement. It is a season of transformation.
Through prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, the
Lord gently reshapes our desires and teaches us
to live as true disciples.

Growing in Faith This Lent:

What is one concrete way you can deepen each of

these practices this week — one step in prayer,

one small sacrifice in fasting, and one intentional

act of generosity?

Whatever Lenten practices we undertake, it is important to remember
their purpose. Lenten practices are not about losing weight or quitting
smoking, but they are about deepening our baptismal identity as
children of God and members of the Body of Christ.

~ Living Liturgy 2007

A Bit of St. Mary Cemetery History

The Friends of Irish Research (a local group)
worked on a historical project which began twenty-
one years before its completion in 2014. The under-
taking started in the fall of
1993, the aim of the project
was to document all the names
of those laid to rest in the old-
est section of St. Mary’s Ceme-
tery and was a collective effort
by volunteers from various or-
ganizations such as The Irish
Ancestral Research Association, =
the Canton Historical Society,
the Stoughton Historical Socie-
ty, and volunteers from the
towns of Canton, Sharon, and
Stoughton.

We are incredibly grateful for their effort, as we are
the beneficiaries of their work. The documents they
created have allowed St. Mary Cemetery Staff to re-
search burial information that otherwise would be
difficult to find. St. Mary’s Cemetery was established
in 1847, which was prior to the founding of the first
Catholic parish in Canton.

Some of our current parishioners and community
members may be aware of this project and may have
even been a part of it. Our thanks and gratitude go
out to those who were involved.

Often, people who are history enthusiasts search for
places to witness the past. Our town of Canton, and
particularly Old St. Mary Cemetery, is rich in histori-
cal findings, enjoy looking for them!

The family of Callan Kennedy
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St. Oscar Romero Parish

700 Washington Street, Canton

OFFICE (M-TH 9am-4pm) | Phone:781-828-0090 x311 General Inquiries | Fax: 781-828-2520

CLERGY
Rev. Thomas S. Rafferty, x209

PARISH STAFF

Nancy T. Cunniff x203 781-828-5130

Maggie Rubenacker x312
Finance, Operations & HR

Pastor Confirmation, Religious Education mrubenacker@cantoncatholic.org
tsrafferty@cantoncatholic.org 7-10 & g(gns]i Comgi ulz?zcatzons Maria White x216

Rev. Jeremy Wagner, x322 hcunmlieeantoncalliolic.org Music Ministry: Youth, Junior &
Parochial Vicar Lorraine Olsen-Viola x316 Adult Choirs
jwagner@cantoncatholic.org Offertory, Donations & Online Giving mwhite@cantoncatholic.org
Deacon Daniel C. Nelson, lolsen-viola@cantoncatholic.org PARISH SCHOOL
THM, D. Min. x325 Mike Mahan x304 or 617-460-2800 Chris Flieger, Ed.D.

Spiritual Director Youth Ministry & Outreach Programs  Principal

den785@aol.com mike@cantoncatholic.org chris.flieger@sjscanton.org

NEW QR CODE
= Barbara McKenney x311

Ministry Coordinator, St. Mary

Your generosity
strengthens our
parish family and we
are grateful for your
support. Scan the QR
code to give today.
"Freely you have
received; freely give."
Matthew 10:8

bmckennev@cantoncatholic.org

& Religious Education 1-6
erin@cantoncatholic.org

==

Erin Sullivan x305 781-828-5130

First Communion, First Reconciliation

Anne Guerini x315
School Finance Office

Dora Foster
Administrative Assistant
dora.foster@sjscanton.org

St. John School
781-828-2130 www.s]scanton.org

Cemetery & Sacramental Inquiries

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL For assistance, call 781-828-0090 and leave your contact information.

v

Mass [ntentions for e Week

Saturday, February 28
9:00am~
4:00pm~Warner Lund, Memorial

2nd Sunday

Sunday, March 1

8:00am~Dr. Bill Sullivan & Susan
Sullivan, Memorial
10:00am~William Maher, Memorial
12:00pm~dJoe Clifford, Memorial
5:00pm~Thomas Timmons, Memorial

Monday, March 2
9:00am~Virginia & Jack Hagerty,
Memorial

Tuesday, March 3
9:00am~

Wednesday, March 4
9:00am~Greg Smith, Memorial

Thursday, March 5
9:00am~

To request a Mass Intention, || Bulletin
please call 781-828-0090

v

Page 6

Friday, March 6
9:00am~dJanice Kussman, Memorial

Saturday, March 7
9:00am~
4:00pm~Peter Camarra, Memorial

Sunday, March 8

8:00am~Don Novak, Memorial
10:00am~Francisco Andrade, Memorial
12:00pm~Alice Ogalin, Memorial
5:00pm~

Second Sunday of Lent

Proayers and Sympativy

Duncoan Macleod,
Maoria Sooares

B

(

all those who have entered into eternal life.
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram
Facebook.com/cantoncatholic

Instagram.com/cantoncatholic :
Subwmissions are due by noon on Monday

bulletin@cantoncatholic.org

Please remember in your prayers

March 1, 2026
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Home Cleanouts

Garage Cleanouts
Office Cleanouts

Storage Unit Cleanouts

Estate Cleanouts
Furniture
Appliances
Televisions

Yard Waste
Construction Debris
Demolition

JUNK REMOVAL & DEMOLITION 617-893-3624

Steven Conroy - Owner
www.lugaway.com | info@lugaway.com

offers a Full Array £ .
of Grooming -
Services!

“l can't recommend this place enough!! Took my dog
here, she was relaxed like I've never seen. They cleaned
up her nails and pads which look incredible! My pup is
normally afraid of going to the groomer, but not with
these guys. I'll only take my dog here from today on. They
do walk in nail trims too and great prices =” -Kym M.

CANTON

EVERYTHING
boo

Cathoh
“Appeal

Your support of the 2026 Catholic Appeal will have a
meaningful impact on our parishes, schools, and ministries
that serve so many throughout our Archdiocese of Boston.

CISE OF ROSTON | €A

Please Support Our Mission!

Scan the QR code
& Give Today!

www.campmarist.org / (603) 539 .4_552 . ‘.,...m...
International, co-ed Catholic overnight
camp for campers ages 6-16 years old.

Bright NK NAIL BAR
P a th Open Hours

Mon - Sat: 9:00 am - 7:00 pm
The best start in life Sunday: 10:00 am - 5:00 pm

109 Sharon Street,
Stoughton, MA 02072
www.nknailbarstoughton.com

781-633-8363

Now enrolling infant - pre-K

955 Turnpike St.
Canton, MA
ygeorges@brightpathkids.com

www.brightpathkids.com/us/locations/canton

AD SPACE

(2 100)
BARKING BEAUTIES A\g;\|7|7-9A37B71|-E
PET SALON

Come in and spoil your pet with a day at the spa!
120 Jackson St., Canton 781.828.9080

INNOVATIVE TREATMENTS FOR

DEPRESSION,
ANXIETY, & OCD

@ Transcranial Magnetic
Stimulation (TMS)

) Now welcoming new
4l clients—virtually and
in-person ! Oasis
Behavioral Health
Center has been
delivering trusted,
compassionate care
since 2012.

Intranasal Esketamine
(Spravato®)

@ Intensive Out-Patient
Program (IOP)

Psychiatry Services
617-401-7700 | www.obhi.org

\ 1506 Providence Highway, Suite 25, Norwood, MA

Paint Your Own Pottery
Now Offered in Canton!
Call for an Appointwment

Flowers by Ami
%9 Washington St
s Canton MA

b o1 781-821-2948 o

-

781-8212948

Open 7 days a week. ltems range $25-575

0 N

ADVANCED DENTAL CARE

—e OF NORTON v=—

Welcoming New Dental Patients of All Ages

Family Dentistry Periodontal Care
Full-Mouth Rehabilitation (all-on-X)

Q (508) 285-8301
adcofnorton.com ‘

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

Pilot Bulletins

‘ 100 West Main Street, Norton, MA
Saint Oscar Romero, Canton, MA 4478
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455 Washington Street, Canton, MA 02021

Brian T. Fitzgerald - Director (3rd Generation of the Thomas Family)

dockrayandthomasfuneralhome.com

781-828-0811

Stephanie LoPilato compass f
Realtor® | Mayer Realty Group |

stephanie.lopilato@compass.com | 781-579-4316

- CLEANING DIVISION

RESIDENTIAL « OFFICE « RETAIL
SAME DAY « WEEKLY « BIWEEKLY « MONTHLY

CALL: 857-246-2738

CANTON

PROFESSIONAL NAIL CARE

Nail Tips e Fill - Ins « Manicure « Pedicure

RESIDENTIAL \ COMMERCIAL
\ﬁ

TURF ENVY

Superior Turf & Landscape

LOCAL SNOW REMOVAL

Call Now For Your Free Estimate!

617-615-5822

www.turfenvylandscape.com

Sherrie Sharp, MD
BOARD CERTIFIED IN

PSYCHIATRY AND CHILD
PSYCHIATRY |

(508) 844-4908

25 Birch Street, Bldg B, Milford | jfeStance
HEALTH

New Openings!

Dipping « Gel Manicure

UWealle-ins UWeleoree

Mon-Sat 10-7pm, Sunday closed

581 Washington Street, Canton
781-821-0339

John Dolan
Kitchen & Bath

Showroom

605 Wash. St. Canton

(781) 828-4029

DolanKitchens.com

CAMBER REAL ESTATE, INC.

Tony Camarra, President
For All Your Real Estate Needs

1039 Washington St — Canton
638 Washington St — Norwood
W: 781-828-2398 / C: 781-820-6944
www.CamberRealEstate.com

-Established 1986-

ﬂ Since 1902

WY/ I/ 617-779-3771

Trethewey Brothers, Inc.

PLUMBING & HEATING CONTRACTORS
KITCHEN & BATHROOM REMODELING

617-325-3283

WWW.TBROS.COM

566 WASHINGTON ST.  TEL: (781) 828-6490
CANTON, MA 02021 FAX: (781) 828-7354

Minuteman
Press.
WE DESIGN, PRINT & PROMOTE...YOU!
WWW.CANTONMA.MINUTEMANPRESS.COM
MMPCDESIGN@MINUTEMANPRESS.COM

PRINTING ¢ COPYING ¢ DIGITAL SERVICES

4280 WASHINGTON ST., ROSLINDALE, MA

Mass Home Improvement Contractor Lic. #102399
Massachusetts Master Plumber Lic. #11207

BUSINESS CARD * LETTERHEAD * ENVELOPES
INVOICES ¢ LABELS * FLYERS * BROCHURES
NEWSLETTERS * PROMOTIONALS

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

Affordable Cleaning Solutions, Inc.
Commercial &

Residential Cleaning

781-562-1661

www.affordablecleaningsolutionsinc.com

BOSTON
HAMMER
BUILDERS

b

-

. 781-400-4181

ROACHE-PUSHARD g

Lawrence M. Pushard

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

PAINTING, CARPENTRY, & FLOORING

508-840-0832

Interior, Exterior and Power Washing
www.firstchoicepaintingwc.com

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

|ABRAMS

Pilot Bulletins

BANK of
CANTON

Member FDIC. Member DIF.

INSURANCE & FINANCIAL SERVICES

. Monuments &
W. C. Canniff & Sons, Inc. Lettering

531 Cummins Hwy « Roslindale

617-323-3690
Since 1896

1 www.CanniffMonuments.com

Insurance & Financial Services
Auto « Home » Life & Retirement Solutions
72 Island St. Stoughton, MA 02072

781-436-5685

WWW. abramsinsuranceagency.com

MA LIC #A11450 © EST. 1985

1032 Pleasant St.,
Canton, MA 02021
Member MECA, IAEI

BARRILE ELECTRIC CO.
JOE BARRILE, MASTER ELECTRICIAN

Cell: (617) 797-1393
Quality Work

No"Job Too Small

(IR AR
475

Saint Oscar Romero, Canton, MA

4478
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