
Masss Schedulee Sacramentall andd Devotionall Lifee 
Anointingg off thee Sickk ~~ Contact the parish office. 
Baptism  ~~ Twice a month, 2nd and 4th Sundays.             
To register, visit www.cantoncatholic.org and click on            
Sacraments. Contact: Barbara McKenney (781) 828-0090.  
Marriage ~ Arrangements should be made six months     
in advance. Contact the parish office.
Reconciliation ~~ Saturdays at 3:15pm before the 4:00pm 
Mass

Expositionn off thee Blessedd Sacramentt ~~                             
Tuesdays 9:30-10:30am 

Biblee Studyy ~~ Mondays at 9:45am in the Lower church 
Hall. Contact: wwhite9999@aol.com or 617-699-8032 

Catholicc Menn off Cantonn ~~ 2nd Saturday of the month    
8:00-9:30am in the Lower Church Hall or via a zoom link     
option. Email jptjr2@gmail.com for more information.

700 Washington Street, Canton, MA  02021 | Website: www.cantoncatholic.org
Parish Office: 781-828-0090  | Email: welcome@cantoncatholic.org                    

Dailyy Masss ~ Monday-Saturday 9:00am, 
                     preceded by Dailyy Rosaryy at 8:30am
Weekendd Massess ~~ Saturdays 4:00pm 
Sundays 8:00am 10:00am 12:00pm & 5:00pm
 

~~ Churchh Openn forr Prayerr ~~ 
Monday-Fridayy 10:00am-3:00pmm 

Bereavementt Supportt Ministryy ~~ For support, please 
Contact Deacon Dan Nelson at dcn785@aol.com 
Stafff Directoryy ~~ Find our staff directory on page 6.
Parishh Prayerr Walll ~~ Submit your prayer requests on 
our parish website.
Parishh Newsletterr ~~ Visit parish website to subscribe.
St.. Mary’ss Cemeteryy ~~ For inquiries, please contact 
Barbara McKenney at 781-828-0090 x 311. 

mailto:wwhite9999@aol.com
mailto:jptjr2@gmail.com
mailto:welcome@cantoncatholic.org
mailto:dcn785@aol.com
www.cantoncatholic.org
www.cantoncatholic.org
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De  F nd , 
I was beginning to think that any project undertaken develops complications. I am happy to report 
that the recent resurfacing of the parking lot was completed on time, on budget, and without a glitch. 
The original lot was 63 years old, so the parish won’t have to worry about it for a long time. 

We are approaching Father Patrick’s final weeks here in Canton. A collection to support his mission, 
St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, in the Congo, will be taken up next weekend. Father will speak to us at 
all Masses this weekend. 

I look forward to seeing everyone at the cookout on Sunday. Don’t forget the one-time change in the 
Mass schedule. 

 
 

Yours in Christ,   
F . T  

 

 

Drop off by August 24th! 

S  Int  L : S  Sh e  f   
C l    C ng   
 

The sun is shining, the days are long, and summer  
is in full swing here. As you and your children enjoy 
the freedom of warmer weather, many children in 
the  Congo are walking barefoot on rocky paths and 
hot, dusty ground. Imagine their joy and relief with 
the simple gift of a pair of sandals or flip-flops. 
 

We are partnering with Fr. Patrick to send two over-
flowing suitcases of children's shoes back to his home 
in the Congo. The gift of shoes is more than just foot-
wear; it's a step toward comfort, health, and dignity 
for a child. 
 

Here's how you can help: 
Drop off new children's summer shoes in the desig-
nated suitcases located at the church entrance on or 
before AAugust 24. Our goal is to fill both suitcases to 
the brim! 
 

If our generosity overflows (and we hope it will!), our 
parish Youth Group will take the excess to families 
at a local organization they serve. This way, every 
donated pair of shoes will bring a smile to a child's 
face, whether here or in the Congo. Let's send Father 
off bursting with blessings! 
 

Thank you for your support! 
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A Growing Faith Community 
Our parish is only five years old, yet already over-
flowing with joy and faith. From our small “Mother 
Church,” we serve 113 outstations—humble chapels 
made from mud, thatch, and sticks — spread across 
more than 11,000 square miles. Some are 100 miles 
away, reached only by motorbike on rough dirt 
roads. 
Life in Our Parish 
Most of our people are subsistence farmers, earning 

less than $50 a month. 
Though they cannot 
give financially, they 
give  generously of 
their time, coming to-
gether every Friday to 
work on a small  par-
ish farm. The harvest 
from this land sup-
ports all  our minis-
tries. 

Our Mother Church is 
modest — about 1,200 

square feet — with nno windows, lighting, or sound 
system. Yet it is alive with prayer, song, and the 
presence of Christ, and our community grows each 
week. 
How You Can Help 
I dream of making our Mother Church a more wel-
coming place of worship for our growing family of 
faith. I humbly ask for your prayers and, if possible, 

your financial support. 
Your generosity will 
help us improve our 
church and continue 
bringing the Gospel    
to the most remote   
corners of our region. 
May God bless you for 
your kindness and for 
sharing in our mission. 
 

Father Patrick Mpete, Pastor,  
St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, Congo 
Email:  ebalos952@gmail.com 
Local Cell (through August 2025): 617 885 6126 
International Cell and WhatsApp: +243 977 662 654 

Fr. Patrick Mpete—St. Thomas Aquinas “Mother Church” in the Congo. 

Parishioners gather at our 
“Mother Church.” 

Eucharistic Procession  

Help Support Fr. Patrick’s Mission in the Congo 
Special Collection – Weekend of August 23–24 

 

Next weekend, we will take up a special collection to 
help Fr. Patrick Mpete bring hope and support to his 
parish, St. Thomas Aquinas, in the Congo. Your    
generosity will directly assist their faith community 
in meeting both spiritual and practical needs. 
 

Ways to Give: 
By Check or Charitable Trust: 
Make checks payable to: St. Oscar 
Romero Parish. In the memo line, write: 
Fr. Patrick Mpete (St. Thomas Aquinas) 
By Credit Card: Visit cantoncatholic.org 
and click on Online Giving or Scan QR Code. 
 

Together, we can make a meaningful difference in  
the lives of our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Fr  O  P i  t  Y r : Gr n  To e   C is   

mailto:ebalos952@gmail.com


   St. Oscar Romero Parish                                                                         700 Washington Street, Canton 

Page 4                                                                TTwentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                  August 17,  2025 

U i e   L , E  W  I ’  H r  
Families long for unity—shared meals, laughter, holiday traditions, attend-
ing Mass together, and the comforting rhythm of being present for one an-
other. These moments knit us together, creating bonds that are deep and life
-giving. Nobody enjoys the pain of discord in family life. That’s why Jesus’ 
words in this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 12:49-53) can feel unsettling: “I have 
come to bring division.” 
At first, it sounds as though Jesus wants to pull families apart. But if we lis-
ten closely, His message is not about tearing down love—it’s about calling us 
to a love rooted in truth, courage, and the will of God. Sometimes, that 
means making choices that are unpopular, even with those closest to us. 
Parents know this well. There are times when you must say “no” or set lim-
its, not to divide the family, but to lead your children toward what is right 
and good. In the moment, these decisions may feel like they create distance. 
But in the long run, they build a stronger, more united family—one ground-
ed in God’s truth. 
Our children, too, will face moments when they must choose between fitting 
in with friends or standing for what is right. This can be hard and lonely. 
But Jesus promises that His Spirit is with us. The Holy Spirit gives the gift 
of fortitude—courage to do the right thing even when it’s not popular. 
This week, talk as a family about the choices you each make for the sake of unity and truth. Share 
how you support one another in those choices, even when they’re hard. And then, pray together—
asking the Holy Spirit to fill your hearts with courage, wisdom, and love. 
May we be families united in Christ, strong enough to choose what is right, and tender enough to love 
each other through every challenge. 

Cr e   L : T  Q n   M  

This FFriday, August 
22, the Church cele-
brates the beautiful 
feast of the 
Queenship of the 
Blessed Virgin 
Mary. Just one 
week after we honor 
Mary’s   Assumption 
into Heaven, we 
now    rejoice in her 
coronation as Queen 

of Heaven and Earth. This feast reminds us that 
Mary’s greatness does not come from power or 
riches, but from her humble “yes” to God, her 
faithfulness to His plan, and her unceasing love 
for her Son, Jesus. 

Mary’s queenship is not distant or untouchable—
it is tender, motherly, and close to each of us. 
Like any good queen, she intercedes for her peo-
ple, guiding us toward her Son and protecting us 
along the way. She reigns with compassion, lis-
tens with understanding, and loves with a moth-
er’s heart. 

On this feast, let us renew our trust in Mary’s in-
tercession. Let us turn to her in our joys and sor-
rows, confident that she brings our needs before 
the throne of her Son. And let us remember that 
to honor Mary as our Queen is to follow her exam-
ple of humility, service, and unwavering faith. 

“Hail, Holy Queen, Mother of mercy, our life, our 
sweetness, and our hope…”  May her crown        
remind us of the crown of glory that awaits all 
who love and serve the Lord. 
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Now Open: Faith Formation Registration for 2025–2026 
Registration for the 2025–2026 Faith Formation 
year is now open! All returning families have re-
ceived registration details via email, and new fam-
ilies are warmly invited to join our parish pro-
gram. 
Registering early ensures we can plan for class 
sizes, materials, and volunteer support—allowing 
us  to offer a rich, faith-filled experience for every 
child. Faith Formation is essential in helping our 
young people grow in their relationship with 
Christ and deepen their understanding of the 
Catholic faith. 

 

We look forward to welcoming your family! 
 

Grades 1-6 Erin Sullivan  erin@cantoncatholic.org                     
Grades 7-High School Confirmation Program Nancy Cunniff                           
ncunniff@cantoncatholic.org 
 
To register or learn more, please visit: www.cantoncatholic.org 

F i  F ma i  Re is ra i  

He  E  W r  a  Mas  i  Lis W F  
We’re excited to introduce LListen-
WiFi, a simple way to hear every 
word of Mass clearly—right from 
your own smartphone, hearing aids, 
or any Bluetooth-compatible device. 
Whether you’re in the back pew or 
near the front, ListenWiFi streams 
high-quality church audio straight 
to you. 

 

How to Use ListenWiFi: 
1.Download the ListenWiFi app from the Apple App 
Store or Google Play. 
2.Connect to SSt. John’s Guest Wi-Fi in your device’s 
settings. 
3.Enter the Wi-Fi password: SStOscars 
4.Open the app and listen through your headphones, 
earbuds, or Bluetooth hearing aid. 
 

For help, go to info@listentech.com, or call the parish 
office at 781-828-0090 x311. 
We are pleased to provide this helpful resource to make 
Mass more accessible for everyone in our parish family! 

mailto:erin@cantoncatholic.org
mailto:ncunniff@cantoncatholic.org
mailto:info@listentech.com
www.cantoncatholic.org
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P i  D ect
OFFICE (M-TH 9am-4pm) | Phone:781-828-0090 x311 General Inquiries | Fax: 781-828-2520               

CLERGY 

Rev.. Thomass S.. Rafferty,, x2099 
Pastor
tsrafferty@cantoncatholic.org
Rev.. Jeremyy Wagner,, x3222 
Parochial Vicar 
jwagner@cantoncatholic.org
 

Deaconn Daniell C.. Nelson,,  
THM,, D.. Min.. x3255 
Spiritual Director
dcn785@aol.com 

PARISHH STAFFF  
Nancyy T.. Cunnifff  x2033 781-828-51300  
Confirmation, Religious Education 
7-10 & Parish Communications
ncunniff@cantoncatholic.org
Lorrainee Olsen-Violaa 
Offertory, Donations & Online Giving
lolsen-viola@cantoncatholic.org

Mikee Mahann x3044 orr 617-460-28000 
Youth Ministry & Outreach Programs
mike@cantoncatholic.org

Barbaraa McKenneyy x311
Ministry Coordinator, St. Mary      
Cemetery & Sacramental Inquiries
bmckenney@cantoncatholic.org

Erinn Sullivann x3055 781-828-51300  
First Communion, First Reconciliation 
& Religious Education 1-6                     
erin@cantoncatholic.org

Maggiee Rubenackerr x3122 
Finance, Operations & HR
mrubenacker@cantoncatholic.org 

 

Mariaa Whitee x2166 
Music Ministry: Youth, Junior & 
Adult Choirs
mwhite@cantoncatholic.org
 

PARISHH SCHOOLL 
Chriss Flieger,, Ed.D..   
Principal      
chris.flieger@sjscanton.org    
 

Annee Guerinii x3155                            
School Finance Office
Doraa Fosterr 
Administrative Assistant          
dora.foster@sjscanton.org
St.. Johnn Schooll  
781-828-2130    www.sjscanton.org

Friday,, Augustt 222 
9:00am~Andrea West, Blessings

Saturday,, Augustt 233 
9:00am~
4:00pm~John McCarthy, Sr., John        
McCarthy, Jr. & Billy Cravens, Memorial

Sunday,, Augustt 244 
8:00am~
10:00am~Agnes & Teddy Mikulewicz, 
Memorial
12:00pm~John McCarthy, Memorial
5:00pm~Zmiejko & Megis Families, 
Special Intention

Saturday,, Augustt 166 
9:00am~
4:00pm~Special Intention

Sunday,, Augustt 177 
8:00am~
11:00am~Virginia Bisnaw, Memorial
5:00pm~Robert & Ellen Barrett, 
Memorial

Monday,, Augustt 188 
9:00am~Carol A. Miller, Memorial

Tuesday,, Augustt 199 
9:00am~John Connolly, Memorial

Wednesday,, Augustt 200 
9:00am~Patricia “Pat” Ward, Memorial

Thursday,, Augustt 211 
9:00am~Nicholas West, Blessings

SOCIETYY OFF ST.. VINCENTT DEE PAULL  For assistance, call 781-828-0090 and leave your contact information.

T  e es   Mas  In n i ,
ea  c  781-828- 090

B e  S is i n     no   M nd
bulletin@cantoncatholic.org

Mas  In n i n  f   W

Followw uss onn Facebookk andd Instagramm 
Facebook.com/cantoncatholic
Instagram.com/cantoncatholic

Pr r  n  S pa

Your generosity 
strengthens our     

parish family and we 
are grateful for your 
support. Scan the QR 

code to give today. 
"Freely you have   

received; freely give." 
Matthew 10:8

Ch e  A m nd , J  F l

Please remember in your prayers 
all those who have entered into eternal life.
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Steven Conroy - Owner
www.lugaway.com | info@lugaway.com

Home Cleanouts
Garage Cleanouts

Storage Unit Cleanouts
Estate Cleanouts
Furniture 
Appliances
Televisions  
Yard Waste
Construction Debris
Demolition

855.919.2625
Schedule your FREE quote!

Offer ends 9/30/2025

down
payment

$

monthly
payment

$

interest
rate

%

for 2 years

BUY 4 WINDOWS
GET 4 FREE*

Offer ends 9/30/2025

Our windows will lower 
your utility bill and keep 
your home comfortable.

*Terms apply

Welcoming New Patients of All Ages

FAMILY DENTISTRY   |   IMPLANTS   |   SEDATION   |   ORTHODONTICS 
ENDODONTICS | PERIODONTAL CARE | FULL-MOUTH REHABILITATION 

Care provided by renowned specialists voted Best in Boston and Best in Rhode 
Island in a warm, comfortable environment for over 30 years!

MULTI-SPECIALTY FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY   

W W W . A D C O F N O R T O N . C O M
 100 West Main Street, Norton, MA 

( 5 0 8 )  2 8 5 - 8 3 0 1

NEW PATIENTS QUALIFY FOR A 
DONATION TO YOUR PARISH! 

At your appointment please provide 
DONATION CODE: 2002B

955 Turnpike St. 
Canton, MA

BrightPath Canton 
Child Care Center

959-529-4864

ygeorges@brightpathkids.com
www.brightpathkids.com/us/locations/canton

Now enrolling infant - pre-K

Paint Your Own Pottery
Now Offered in Canton!
Call for an Appointment

781-821-2948
Open 7 days a week. Items range $25-$75

“Jesus Wept.”John 11:35 

BARKING BEAUTIES 
PET SALON

Come in and spoil your pet with a day at the spa!
781.828.9080120 Jackson St., Canton

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

mailto:info@lugaway.com
mailto:ygeorges@brightpathkids.com
mailto:ygeorges@brightpathkids.com
www.lugaway.com
www.brightpathkids.com/us/locations/canton
www.brightpathkids.com/us/locations/canton
www.brightpathkids.com/us/locations/canton
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781-828-2929

www.roachepushard.com

R O  A  C  H  E  -  P  U  S  H  A  R  D
Lawrence M. Pushard

210 Sherman Street, Canton

DOCKRAY & THOMAS FUNERAL HOME
Brian T. Fitzgerald - Director (3rd Generation of  the Thomas Family)
455 Washington Street, Canton, MA 02021 
dockrayandthomasfuneralhome.com                                                   781-828-0811    

John Dolan
Kitchen & Bath

(781) 828-4029
Showroom

605 Wash. St. Canton

DolanKitchens.com

Monuments . Markers . Lettering
Dan Tarpey

617-827-9433
dantarpey@celticmonument.com

www.celticmonument.com

Printing • Copying • Digital Services

Under New Management

www.cantonma.minutemanpress.com
mmpcdesign@minutemanpress.com

566 Washington St.
Canton, MA 02021

Tel: (781) 828-6490
Fax: (781) 828-7354

Business Card • Letterhead • Envelopes
Invoices • Labels • Flyers • Brochures

Newsletters • Promotionals

BARRILE ELECTRIC CO.
MA LIC #A11450 • EST. 1985

1032 Pleasant St., 
Canton, MA 02021

JOE BARRILE, MASTER ELECTRICIAN

Cell: (617) 797-1393 
Quality Work 

No Job Too SmallMember MECA, IAEI

W. C. Canniff & Sons, Inc.

617-323-3690 
Since 1896

Tony Camarra, President
For All Your Real Estate Needs

1039 Washington St – Canton
638 Washington St – Norwood 

W: 781-828-2398 / C: 781-820-6944
www.CamberRealEstate.com 

Member FDIC. Member DIF.

CLEANING DIVISION
RESIDENTIAL • OFFICE • RETAIL 

SAME DAY • WEEKLY • BIWEEKLY • MONTHLY

CALL: 857-246-2738

FIRST CHOICE

PAINTING, CARPENTRY, & FLOORING

508-840-0832
Interior, Exterior and Power Washing
www.firstchoicepaintingwc.com

617-615-5822
Call Now For Your Free Estimate!

www.turfenvylandscape.com

LOCAL SNOW REMOVAL

COMMERCIALRESIDENTIAL

Complete Home Repairs 

Dependable, Affordable & Committed to 
helping you maintain your Home with 
Professionalism from start to finish

Check Us out on Google and see what our Customers are saying.AAAAA

   HOMEWRIGHT HOMEWRIGHT
HANDYMANHANDYMAN 30+ Years

www.HomewrightHandyman.com • 508-298-5999

Licensed & 
Fully Insured

508-371-0262
www.mayzascleaning.com

 10% on First 

Cleaning

www.sharonlandscape.com
617-821-2013

GETTY, INC.
SAM’S
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www.mindfulelec.comwww.mindfulelec.com
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R e l i a b l e  & R e l i a b l e  & 
E f f i c i e n t E f f i c i e n t 

E l e c t r i c a l E l e c t r i c a l 
S e r v i c e sS e r v i c e s

781-562-1661

Commercial & 
Residential Cleaning

www.affordablecleaningsolutionsinc.com

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

CANTON
Nails Salon

PROFESSIONAL NAIL CARE
Nail Tips • Fill - Ins • Manicure • Pedicure 

Dipping • Gel Manicure

Mon-Sat 10-7pm, Sunday closed

581 Washington Street, Canton

781-821-0339

Walk-ins Welcome

QUALITY ASPHALT PAVEMENTS

DRIVEWAYS & PARKING LOTS
781-844-8948 • mattspaving.com

Senior Citizen Discounts & Free Estimates

Since 1985

“Be a Servant” Matthew 20:26

SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

Instant shade—at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

SAVE $350 TODAY!
America’s #1 Awning!
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