
 
 
October 18th: Rev Hugh Barlett 
Matthew 9:1–8 And getting into a boat he crossed over and came to his own city. 2 And 
behold, some people brought to him a paralytic, lying on a bed. And when Jesus saw their 
faith, he said to the paralytic, “Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.” 3 And behold, 
some of the scribes said to themselves, “This man is blaspheming.” 4 But Jesus, knowing 
their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts? 5 For which is easier, to say, 
‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? 6 But that you may know that the Son 
of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he then said to the paralytic-“Rise, pick up 
your bed and go home.” 7 And he rose and went home. 8 When the crowds saw it, they were 
afraid, and they glorified God, who had given such authority to men. 
  
Do you know Jesus?... well, He knows you 
  
Christ meets our deepest need: 
“Your sins are forgiven” 
  
Christ’s calls us to an informed faith: 
“That you may know” 
  
Christ is the Promised Messiah: 
“Son of Man” 
  
Christ alone forgives sin: 
“Has authority to forgive sins” 
  
Christ assures of forgiveness now: 
“On Earth” 
  
  
  

ü  How can we recognize the power of Jesus in our own lives? 
ü  How can we reverence His authority in our everyday lives? 
ü  How are these friends who brought the paralytic a portrait of our service to others? 
How does our faith lead to others faith? 
ü  Notice how Jesus reads the thoughts and the heart of both of the men and the 
scribes. How does Christ’s omniscience call us to trust and follow him? 
ü  How does the forgiving grace of God show itself in this story? What does it reveal 
about the extent of God’s grace in our lives? 
ü  How does vs 6 teach something about Christ and His kingdom? ( notice all the 
aspects of this verse) 
ü  Reverence and glory to God – where do you see those in your life? 

 
 



 
October 11th - Rev Adam Delaplane 
Matthew 8:5-13 
5 When he had entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, appealing to him, 6 
“Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly.” 7 And he said to him, “I will 
come and heal him.” 8 But the centurion replied, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you come 
under my roof, but only say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I too am a man under 
authority, with soldiers under me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ 
and he comes, and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 10 When Jesus heard this, he 
marveled and said to those who followed him, “Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have I 
found such faith. 11 I tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at table with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 12 while the sons of the kingdom will be 
thrown into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 13 
And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go; let it be done for you as you have believed.” And the 
servant was healed at that very moment. 
 

  
What is so astonishing about the centurion’s faith, and how could I have faith that strong?  

● Strong Faith Recognizes the Authority of Jesus 
This requires our humility and awareness which is difficult in a culture that values self 
promotion, entertainment and distraction.  

 
● The Object of Strong Faith is Jesus 

The quality of our faith is found in the object of our faith rather than the confidence of 
our faith. Weak faith in Jesus is greater than strong faith in anything else. This is 
challenging in a culture that values how hard you believe something over the object. 

 
● Strong Faith Embraces the Kingdom of Jesus 

When we embrace Jesus and his Kingdom it changes the shape of our lives. It disrupts, 
rearranges, and conforms every aspect of our lives to the person and mission of Jesus. 
This was an unwelcome reality for many of the Jewish leaders during Jesus’ ministry who 
thought their heritage made them more worthy of the Kingdom than outsiders, and it is 
equally challenging to the idols we cling to in our lives. 

  
What aspects of Jesus’ power and authority did you find surprising or incredible in this 

passage? 
  
What kinds of daily routines, stimulus, thoughts, etc. make it difficult to recognize and 

submit to the authority of Jesus? What are some changes we could make that would help us to 
regularly meditate and rest in the authority of Jesus? 

  
The sermon described what could be called a spiritual law of physics: The quality of our 

faith is directly related to the object of our faith. We tend to think that we must believe 
perfectly or at least confidently before we can exercise our faith. What would it look like to 
take small and uncertain steps in our faith that might grow our trust in Jesus? 



 
  
Embracing Christ’s Kingdom means inviting a constant disruption into our lives as Jesus 

reorients our priorities and rearranges our routines in conformity to him. As you follow Jesus, 
what are some ways you have seen this take shape in your life?  

 
The centurion understood and described the authority of Jesus based on his understanding 

of authority in his profession. What are some ways that you could understand and describe 
Jesus, his power and authority, or his kingdom based on your own work, hobbies and life 
experiences? 
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	October 5th - Rev Hugh Barlett 
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