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John 17:20-26 “l do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their
word, ' that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and | in you, that they also may be
in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 2 The glory that you have given me |
have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 21 in them and you in me, that they
may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as
you loved me. ** Father, | desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where |
am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the
world. * O righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, | know you, and these know
that you have sent me. 1 made known to them your name, and | will continue to make it known,
that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and | in them.”

Reunited in His Love

that flows from Eternity through History
that we receive from God

shared from Christ

that brings us together
that we share with the world

Christ prayed for those who would believe in the future. Do we have gratitude for our
inclusion in Christ’s family? Do we have an eye on reaching the next generation with the
gospel?

Notice how Christ ,in verse 20, prepares for those who would believe in the apostles
word (their word). How do we remain an apostolic church ?

In verse 21, Christ prays for the unity of the church. How should guard this unity? How
do we preserve this unity in our local church? In the wider church?

In verse 23, Christ shows concern for how the unity of the church bears witness to the
reality of Christ’s mission?
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How does seeing Christ’s “glory” deepen our faith? Think of how John saw Christ’s
resurrected body in the last chapters of the gospel and the glorified Jesus in the book of
Revelation.

Christ wants our knowledge of Him to usher into a deeper sense of His love for us?
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John 17:6-19 ¢ “l have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the
world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. ? Now
they know that everything that you have given me is from you. 8 For | have given them the
words that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth
that | came from you; and they have believed that you sent me.

9 | am praying for them. | am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given
me, for they are yours. !? All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and | am glorified in
them. ' And | am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and | am coming to
you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be
one, even as we are one. '2While | was with them, | kept them in your name, which you
have given me. | have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of
destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. '3 But now | am coming to you, and these
things | speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves.

14] have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the
world, just as | am not of the world. 51 do not ask that you take them out of the world, but
that you keep them from the evil one. '¢ They are not of the world, just as | am not of the
world. '7 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. '8 As you sent me into the world, so
I have sent them into the world. '? And for their sake | consecrate myself, that they also
may be sanctified in truth.

What Christ reveals to us, remakes us

His Name forges our new identity
His Word sanctifies us
His redemptive work sends us

What are ways that you have kept the words of Christ?

How has the truth of Christ set you apart — sanctified you?

Verse |1 says that we are one in Christl. How do you experience the union
and communion with Christ and His people?

How do you connect in community to His people?

How do you live in the world and yet not live according to the world’s
standards?

How do you experience Christ’s calling — His sending of you?



