
From the Pastor’s Desk                                         

AsÊIÊcameÊintoÊtheÊchurchÊofficeÊthisÊmorning,ÊIÊmarveledÊatÊwhatÊaÊbeauƟfulÊdayÊ
itÊwas.ÊÊBlueÊskies,Êsunny,ÊnoÊsnowÊ(sorryÊforÊthoseÊofÊyouÊwhoÊloveÊsnow!).ÊÊPer-
fect.ÊÊItÊgotÊmeÊthinkingÊaboutÊnotÊonlyÊourÊchurch,ÊorÊevenÊtheÊwiderÊChurchÊofÊ
theÊ Brethren,Ê butÊ “church”Ê inÊ general.Ê Ê IsÊ theÊ churchÊ asÊ weÊ knowÊ itÊ today,Ê
“perfect”?ÊIsÊitÊwhatÊJesusÊhadÊinÊmind?ÊÊWhatÊexactlyÊwasÊHisÊpurposeÊinÊestab-
lishingÊtheÊchurch?ÊÊIÊhighlyÊdoubtÊthatÊJesusÊwasÊstrivingÊforÊpeopleÊtoÊconcen-
trateÊ onÊ buildingÊ Ê beauƟfulÊ cathedrals,Ê althoughÊ manyÊ enjoyÊ worshippingÊ inÊ
theseÊmagnificentÊ structures.Ê IÊdon’tÊ readÊanywhereÊ thatÊ Jesus’sÊ intentÊ forÊHisÊ
followersÊwasÊtoÊmakeÊjudgementÊcallsÊonÊotherÊpeople,ÊChrisƟanÊorÊnot.ÊAndÊIÊ
haveÊneverÊheardÊthatÊJesusÊwantedÊHisÊdisciplesÊtoÊkeepÊtheÊ“GoodÊNews”ÊtoÊ
themselves,Ê hoardingÊ itÊ awayÊ likeÊ squirrelsÊ hidingÊ nutsÊ forÊ Ê theÊwinter.Ê Ê No,Ê IÊ
thinkÊweÊcanÊfindÊratherÊeasilyÊinÊourÊBiblesÊwhatÊJesus’sÊideaÊforÊtheÊchurchÊofÊ
theÊagesÊwasÊtoÊbe.ÊÊInÊMaƩhewÊ28:19,ÊweÊreadÊthatÊtheÊrisenÊJesusÊspokeÊtoÊtheÊ
remainingÊelevenÊdisciplesÊandÊtoldÊ them,Ê“Therefore go and make disciples of 
all naƟons, bapƟzing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit.”Ê Ê Likewise,Ê inÊMarkÊ16:15,Ê JesusÊ isÊquotedÊasÊ sayingÊ toÊ theÊEleven;Ê 
“Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creaƟon.”  AŌerÊJesusÊas-
cendedÊintoÊheaven,ÊtheÊdisciplesÊabsolutelyÊknewÊwhatÊtheirÊmissionÊwasÊtoÊbe.ÊÊ
AŌerÊPentecost,ÊwhenÊPeterÊaddressesÊaÊ largeÊcrowd,ÊActsÊ2:38ÊtellsÊus,Ê“Peter 
replied, ‘Repent and be bapƟzed, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins.’” 

HowÊdoÊweÊmakeÊdisciplesÊ-ÊorÊfollowersÊ-ÊofÊallÊnaƟons?ÊÊWeÊtellÊthemÊofÊJesusÊ
crucifiedÊandÊthenÊrisenÊfromÊtheÊgraveÊtoÊpayÊthatÊpenaltyÊforÊourÊsinsÊthatÊweÊ
couldÊnot.ÊWeÊtellÊthemÊofÊtheÊneedÊforÊrepentanceÊofÊourÊsins.ÊWeÊpreachÊthisÊ
GoodÊNewsÊtoÊanyoneÊwhoÊwillÊlisten.ÊÊThatÊisÊtheÊmessage.ÊÊThatÊwasÊtheÊpur-
poseÊofÊJesusÊestablishingÊHIsÊchurch.ÊÊTheÊchurchÊisÊnotÊaÊ“place”ÊthatÊweÊcomeÊ
to.ÊIt’sÊnotÊevenÊtheÊ“things”ÊthatÊweÊaccomplishÊforÊGodÊinÊtheÊnameÊofÊJesus.ÊÊ
TheÊchurchÊisÊaÊmissionÊestablishedÊbyÊJesusÊtoÊtakeÊtheÊGospelÊtoÊeveryone.Ê IfÊ
weÊ reallyÊ understandÊ theÊGreatÊ Commission,Ê thenÊweÊ getÊ itÊ -Ê peopleÊ needÊ toÊ
hearÊandÊunderstandÊ thatÊ repentanceÊofÊ sinsÊ andÊ forgivenessÊ isÊ throughÊ JesusÊ
alone.Ê AllÊ otherÊ issuesÊ thatÊ seemÊ soÊ importantÊ thatÊ churchesÊ concernÊ them-
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selvesÊwithÊareÊsecondaryÊtoÊthat. 

YearsÊago,ÊmyÊbrotherÊbelongedÊtoÊaÊchurchÊthatÊhadÊlostÊmostÊofÊitsÊmembershipÊoverÊtheÊyears.ÊÊBeforeÊ
decidingÊtoÊcloseÊtheÊchurchÊforÊgood,ÊtheÊdeaconsÊagreedÊtoÊgoÊhomeÊandÊprayÊintentlyÊifÊclosingÊwasÊtheÊ
rightÊthingÊtoÊdo.ÊÊWhenÊtheyÊmetÊagainÊtheÊfollowingÊweek,ÊtheyÊrevealedÊtoÊeachÊotherÊthatÊinÊoneÊwayÊ
orÊanother,ÊtheyÊallÊfeltÊthatÊGodÊwasÊtellingÊthemÊtoÊ“getÊoutÊofÊtheÊway.”ÊÊTheyÊinterpretedÊthat,ÊtoÊtheÊ
bestÊofÊtheirÊability,ÊtoÊmean,Ê“preachÊtheÊGospelÊ-Ê JesusÊsaves”-ÊandÊthatÊonly.ÊSoÊthatÊ isÊwhatÊtheyÊdid.ÊÊ
ForÊtheÊnextÊyear,Ê theyÊpreachedÊtheÊsavingÊgospelÊofÊChristÊonly,ÊandÊhundredÊcameÊtoÊtheirÊchurchÊtoÊ
hearÊtheÊWord.ÊÊAndÊthen,ÊaÊthousandÊcame.ÊÊAndÊtheÊpeopleÊstayedÊandÊbroughtÊothersÊtoÊhearÊtheÊGoodÊ
NewsÊweekly,ÊbecauseÊhearingÊGod’sÊmessageÊandÊknowingÊthatÊyouÊcanÊbeÊforgivenÊthroughÊJesusÊneverÊ
getsÊold.ÊToday,ÊtheyÊsƟllÊhaveÊaÊthrivingÊchurchÊbecause,ÊasÊmyÊbrotherÊsays,Ê“PeopleÊjustÊwantÊtoÊhearÊ
thatÊtheyÊcanÊbeÊforgiven.ÊÊThat’sÊtheÊmostÊimportantÊthing.ÊThenÊGodÊcanÊandÊwillÊtakeÊcareÊofÊallÊtheÊrestÊ
ofÊtheÊstuffÊinÊtheirÊlives.” 

WeÊareÊtheÊchurchÊandÊÊJesusÊstatesÊthatÊweÊhaveÊaÊmission.ÊÊThatÊmissionÊisÊtoÊpresentÊtheÊGoodÊNewsÊasÊ
HeÊintendedÊitÊtoÊbeÊpresentedÊtoÊothers,ÊpureÊandÊsimple.ÊJesusÊsaves.ÊÊPerfect. 
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Q1 2026 Mission Project  
 
Our mission project for Q1 2026 is 
food collection for PeterÕs Porch in 
Denver, PA.  PeterÕs Porch is a food 
pantry ministry that has several loca-
tions in Lancaster County, including 
Faith United Evangelical Church in 
Denver.  Due to the economic diffi-
culties in the fall and early winter of 
2025 food pantries are struggling to 
keep shelves stocked for those who 
need assistance.  If you need sugges-
tions, the list of items they would ap-
preciate receiving is shown to the 
right. 



 
 

 

 
 
 

 
ShoeboxesÊwereÊfilledÊagainÊthisÊyearÊforÊOperaƟonÊChristmasÊ
Child.ÊÊWeÊsentÊ25Êboxes,ÊstuffedÊtoÊtheÊgillsÊwithÊgiŌsÊforÊ
boysÊandÊgirlsÊwhoÊhaveÊliƩleÊtoÊcallÊtheirÊown!ÊÊ 

Cookie Baking - December 2025 
On Saturday, December 6, a group of 

cookie bakers gathered in the church kitchen 

and baked cookies.  Lots and lots and  

lots of them!                            

    1. Eggs 

  2. Butter 

3. Flour 

4.  Mix ‘em up! 

COOKIES! 

 A Good Time Was Had By All! 

GAME AFTERNOON!! 

      Operation Christmas Child 2025 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eastland Alpaca 

Farm - Nov. 2025 
On a cold, cold Tuesday in November, a 
group of hardy East Cocalico folks made a 
trip to Elizabethtown to visit the Eastland 
Alpaca Farm. Everyone had an enjoyable 
time, especially those who held the babies!.  
The photos were taken at the farm.    


