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With the month of May comes the 

end of the academic year in 

schools and colleges all across our 

country. For many churches, this 

also includes the end of the 

'program’ year as formation 

classes go on ‘hiatus’ for the 

summer vacation season. But as 

we look towards graduations and 

the end of this program year, I 

want to spend a few minutes looking forward to the next 

program year here at St. Peter by-the-Lake, and I want to 

highlight two programs for spiritual enrichment and education.  

     The first of course is St. Peter’s 

Preschool. Our director, Ginia Edwards, is 

working hard now on putting final touches 

on the classrooms, designing signage for 

the roadside and sidewalk, and recruiting 

students for our very first year. St. Peter’s 

Preschool will offer classes for 2, 3, and 4 

year-olds. Beginning this September, 

classes will run from 8:45am through 12:30pm on Monday – 

Thursday. The Preschool will not be a ‘daycare’, but a fun-filled 

learning experience that will help prepare these kids for 

Kindergarten and beyond. And we’d love to have all of you to 

help with advertisement and recruitment. Let your friends and 

neighbors know about this new preschool nestled at our church 

in the Westport community. If you know of someone with young 

children who may be interested, pass along one of our brochures 

that can be found in the Narthex, or tell them to head to our 

website at www.saintpeterbythelake.net/preschool for more 

 

FROM 

THE 

RECTOR

  

www.saintpeterbythelake.net/preschool
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information. We need everyone’s prayers and active 

involvement to help get St. Peter’s Preschool off the ground! 

 

     Second, I want to also put in a ‘plug’ 

for our Education for Ministry Program. 

Also known simply as ‘EFM’, this is a 

program of adult formation and religious 

education that’s administered by the 

School of Theology, University of the 

South, in Sewanee, Tennessee. This is one 

of the most comprehensive adult formation programs that exists 

in any Christian denomination. The class must have at least 6, 

but no more than 12 students. We meet here at St. Peter’s in 

Fotinos Hall each Wednesday night from September through 

May from 7 – 9pm. This is a four year program that you commit 

to one year at a time. During the four years you will study the 

Old Testament, New Testament, Church History and Christian 

Theology using seminary level textbooks as well as on-line 

articles and videos. EFM now also offers a single year program 

that touches on each of these four disciplines that’s called ‘EFM 

Wide Angle.’  

     Along with academic study and discussion, students in EFM 

engage in a learning technique called ‘Theological Reflection’, 

which is really the heart of the EFM experience. Sherree Brady 

and I are both trained and certified ‘mentors’ for the program. 

We are not teachers, but we are guides and companions along 

the way as we learn together. There is cost involved, and if you 

are interested in the program, please contact either Sherree or 

myself and we’ll get you more information. The next class begins 

in early September, and we’d love to have you on board. 

 
Faithfully,     Father Ron 
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Lake Reflections  
from Fr. Nick 

 
 

On May 10th, our parish celebrate the lives and accomplishments 

of our graduates, which underscores the importance of both their 

formation and their futures. How has Saint Peter by-the-Lake 

prepared them for their next endeavors and how will they minister 

in Christ’s Name? 

 

One must look no further than the Episcopal Church’s May 13th 

commemoration of the life and ministry of social reformer Frances 

Perkins (1880-1965), an active member of the Episcopal Church 

and the first woman to serve a President of the United States as a 

member of the Cabinet.  

 

As a young adult, she discovered and was confirmed at the Church 

of the Holy Spirit in Lake Forest, Illinois. She remained a faithful 

and active Episcopalian for the remainder of her life. After her 

graduation from university and move to New York, she became 

passionate about the social problems accompanying 

industrialization and urbanization and became an advocate for 

industrial safety and labor law reform. In 1933, Franklin D. 

Roosevelt appointed her as Secretary of Labor, a position she 

would hold for twelve years.  

 

During her years of public service, Frances Perkins depended upon 

her faith, her life of prayer, and the guidance of her church for the 

support she needed to assist the United States in facing the 

enormous problems of the time. Every month, she would take time 
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away from her duties to make a retreat at the Episcopal convent of 

the All Saints Sisters of the Poor in nearby Catonsville, Maryland.  

 

She spoke publicly of how the Christ’s incarnation informed her 

conviction that people ought to work with God to create a just 

Christian social order. She was an eloquent example of lay and 

women’s ministry, writing that "The door might not be opened to a 

woman again for a long, long time, and I had a kind of duty to 

other women to walk in and sit down on the chair that was 

offered". On a lighter note, she also wrote, “"Being a woman has 

only bothered me in climbing trees". 

 

Loving God, we bless your Name for Frances Perkins, who in 

faithfulness to her baptism envisioned a society in which all might 

live in health and decency: Help our graduates to contend tirelessly 

for justice and for the protection of all, that we may be faithful 

followers of Jesus Christ, in whose Name we pray. Amen. 

 

In Easter joy, 

 

Fr. Nick 
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Our annual Summer Gathering 

Choir welcomes singers of all ages, even if you have never sung in 

a choir before.  We will “gather” each Sunday at 9:45 AM  

beginning on May 24 — August 30 to learn an easy-to-sing 

anthem for that same Sunday. Summer choir is simple (one 

anthem,  no robes, informal) …Think of it as a Flash Mob Choir!  

There is no long-term commitment; there is no need to sign up in 

advance. Come any Sunday and try it! Bring your whole family and 

join your voices with a friendly, welcoming group of singers! 

Questions? Email music@spbtl.com. 

  

  

East Lincoln Community Chorus and 

Orchestra 

June 25 & 26 | 7:00 PM and June 28 | 

 3:00 PM 

North Lincoln High School Auditorium 

Honoring the 250th Anniversary (Semiquincentennial) of 

independence on July 4, 2026, marking 250 years since the 

Declaration of Independence was signed in 1776.  

 
Blessings, 
David 
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May Spring be fun! 

May is here, and spring has burst onto the scene like a confetti 

cannon! April was a whirlwind of Easter fun and a much-needed 

breather for our hardworking clergy and staff. Now, as we set our 

sights on summer, this month is all about cheering for our students 

wrapping up the school year and showering love on our wonderful 

moms. That's right, Mother's Day is May 10th, and we'll be giving 

a big shout-out to moms and our graduating seniors at the 8:30 and 

10:30 services. Meanwhile, our Kingdom Kids are gearing up for 

their grand finale, the EOY bash on May 17th! 

CFEvents and fellowship 

social/Study circle 

Upcoming Events 

This month, we are excited 

to host our Vision Board 

event on Thursday, May 

14th, at 7 PM. Please bring 

along some magazines and 

your vision for your boards. 

Feel free to invite a friend or 

family member to join in on 

the fun. *Light refreshments will be provided. 
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Exciting Announcement:  

VBS is Coming Soon! 

You might think it's a tad early, but trust me, it's not! Vacation 

Bible School (VBS) is sneaking up faster than a cat on a laser 

pointer, so circle those dates for a blast of fun for the whole 

family! 

Dates: July 20-23 

Join us at the church for our annual VBS, kicking things off with 

dinner, followed by lessons and a bucket-load of fun. This is one 

shindig you don't want to skip! 

Register online today, and give me a shout if you're up for helping 

out before, during, after—or all three! 

St. Peter’s Preschool 

We are just three months away from preparing for the preschool's 

inaugural year, and we still require several items for the classroom. 

Below is a link to our Amazon List, which features various 

essentials that the rooms and teachers need. Please take a moment 

to browse through it, and if you find something you’d like to gift 

us, we would be incredibly thankful. Additionally, we will be 

hosting a Ribbon Ceremony on June 27th at 10 a.m. to celebrate 

the GRAND OPENING and the official launch of the preschool! 

CLICK FOR AN UPDATED WISHLIST 

Fisher of people     ~G 
“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to                   

fish for people.”      Matthew 4:19 

https://www.amazon.com/registries/gl/guest-view/BNV4NENZWKW9?ref_=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_ggr-subnav-share_D8WNWFP56NX30A1XS6CP
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/MAT.4.19.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/MAT.4.19.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/MAT.4.19.NIV
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Vision of St. Peter by-the-Lake 

In response to our Lord Jesus Christ’s missional imperative 

to baptize and teach all nations….and to love God and our 

neighbors as ourselves:  We the clergy, vestry, and people of 

the Episcopal Church of St. Peter by-the-Lake commit 

ourselves to: 

*Walk in the Way (Spiritual growth through worship, 

formation, repentance & prayer) 

*Widen the Walls (Proclaiming the Good News by Word & 

Example) 

*Wake up the World (Striving for Justice & Peace. Respecting 

the dignity of every person) 

 

Mission of St. Peter by-the-Lake 

In response to our parish vision: The mission of The Episcopal 

Church of St. Peter by-the-Lake is to: *Be Disciples: Engage 

the World* 

 

NOTE FROM THE PARISH ADMINISTRATOR:  Please be sure to schedule all 
reservations of the church facilities through the Parish Administrator so your 

events can be placed on the Church’s main calendar.      Thank you! 
 

Check out our website! 

Our web address is: www.saintpeterbythelake.net 

 
 

 

 
 

10AM on Wednesdays in the 
Parlor. We hope you will join in to pray 

together this "Prayer of the Heart". 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 

ST. PETER  

BY-THE-LAKE 

 

8:30AM  Holy Eucharist  

9:30AM  Coffee with the Clergy 

10:30AM   Holy Eucharist 

http://www.saintpeterbythelake.net/
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Vestry Minutes  March 16, 2026 

7PM – Meeting called to order 
Vestry Members Present: Pat Higbie, Steve Hiney, Gary Jarvis, Connie 

Mathis, Mary Sansbury, John Stewart 

Clergy Present: Father Ron Taylor 
Other Members Present: Daphne Wagner 
Opening Prayer: Father Ron Taylor 
Discussion/Decision:    
Minutes:  Vestry approved February minutes as submitted. 
February Financials:  Nothing to report, Treasurer unable to be at meeting. 

 

Senior Warden: (Stephanie Heil) 
• Nothing to report. 

• The carpet coming up in the sacristy is fixed. 
 

Junior Warden: (Mary Sansbury) 
• Safety and Security Team, Dave and Michelle Moss are still 

trying to meet with the Sherriff Beam and will wait until after 
Easter.   Sherriff Beam will send a deputy to do a walk-through 
of the church.  Chad Hamby will help with the safety end of 
that. 

• Bill Reid is still working on a security system for the preschool.   
We will have to have a separate surveillance, like an iPad and 
camera for downstairs.  

• Regarding the lighting in the parking lot, we have contacted 
Duke Power, and we have not heard back from them. 

• We are still working on getting quotes for the HVAC system, 
hopefully will hear back from Integrity.   

• There is a crack on the inside wall near the Alter. Tom Grace 
looked at it and said no critters can get in.  All we need to do is 
seal it on the inside, it’s not that critical.  We just need someone 
to crawl up there with a tall ladder.  Gary Jarvis will do some 
research to figure what to seal it with. Will also get advice from 
a carpenter. 

• The Preschool molding is fixed around the walls.  

• The HVAC window unit’s downstairs don’t seem to be working 
properly; they will heat then turn to cool and never go back to 
heating mode.   We need to get these serviced.  We will wait to 
see who will end up doing our HVAC work and put on hold. 
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• The ice makers are fixed, the leak in the hall is fixed and but we 
don’t have invoices yet. 

• The light in the Nave is fixed, and the elevator phone is fixed. 

• Mason Rudd replaced wood on the picnic tables. 

• For our Parish Workday, the stones in the memorial garden 
need cleaning, and will also need pine needles. Mary will talk to 
past Junior Wardens to find out what to do. 

 
Preschool Updates: (Father Ron Taylor) 

• There was money transferred into the Pre-School fund, we are 
sitting at 50k, a good start for the Pre-School. 

• The Pre-School is incorporated. Work is continuing downstairs; 
the tables and chairs are here.  The cubbies and bookshelves are 
done 

• We are ready for tours in all three classrooms for prospective 
parents. 

 

Holy Week/Upcoming Events/Schedules: (Father Ron Taylor):  
• Sunday, March 29, is our Palm Sunday service 8:30 and 10:30 

(outside). We will have two trumpeters.  It will be a beautiful 
service.   

• Tuesday, March 31, is our Tenebra service at 7pm.  This is more 
of a traditional prayer book service.  

• Thursday, April 2, is our Maundy Thursday service.  We will have 
a foot washing and a Striping of the Altar at the end. 

• Friday, April 3, is our Good Friday Way of Cross Service at noon 
for all ages.  

• Friday, April 3, is our Tenebrae Service at 7pm with communion.  

• Saturday, April 4, at 10:00am is our Community Easter Egg hunt. 

• Sunday, April 5, is our 7am sunrise service in the Memorial 
Garden, followed by an 8:30 and 10:30 Easter Service. Mimosa 
Bar at 9:30 in Fotinos Hall. 

• Wednesday, April 15, the Bishop is rescheduled for confirmation 
at 6:30pm, with Holy Eucharist and a reception in Furr Hall at 
8pm. 
 

Closing Prayer: (Father Ron Taylor) 
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SPBTL Theater Group 
 

The Green Room Theater 2026 Season 

Sundays at 3:00 p.m. w/lunch 

$16.00/ticket 

$10.00/person lunch at 12:15 p.m. in Furr Hall 

 

• The Wizard of Oz 5/3/26 

• Four Old Broads 6/21/26 

 

All are welcomed. If you have not participated in the 

past, please join us for good food, fellowship, and 

entertainment. 

Contact Cathy Littlejohn @ 704-650-4947 with any 

questions. 
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Haitian Hope  

Hello from your Mission Outreach team. Many of you 
Hello from your Mission Outreach team. We are grateful for the 
many ways our parish supports ministries both near and far. 

This month we would like to highlight our support for 
Haitian Hope, an international organization founded in 2004 by 
a Sunday School class at St. Francis’ Episcopal Church in Macon, 
GA—where our parishioner Libby Motto grew up. 

Haitian Hope partners with the community of Trouin, 
Haiti, to provide education and resources that help break cycles 
of poverty. Through support of St. Marc’s Episcopal School, 
donations help fund teacher salaries, daily meals for students 
and staff, school uniforms, books, and essential supplies. 

Operating with an all-volunteer U.S. staff, Haitian Hope 
directs 100% of donations to its work in Haiti. Over the past two 
decades, this support has helped expand school facilities, add 
vocational training opportunities, build an outdoor kitchen, and 
install a clean water filtration system that serves the entire 
village. 

Click here for more information: https://www.haitian-hope.org/. 

You can find hard copies of SPBTL Support Applications in the 
Mission Outreach mailbox in Fotinos Hall, or you may drop a 
note in Libby Motto’s mailbox and Mission Outreach will reach 
out to see how Mission Outreach may help an organization that 
you support. 

 

 
 

A monthly highlight of organizations we support with our Time, Talent & Treasure. 

FOCUS ON MISSION - OUTREACH TEAM 
And do not neglect doing good and sharing;  

for with such sacrifices God is pleased.   Hebrews 

13:16 
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THE STEWARDSHIP CORNER  
 

As the weather warms and summer approaches, many of us begin to 

anticipate a slower pace—time to rest, recharge, and perhaps enjoy a 

vacation or two. As you make your summer plans, consider setting 

aside intentional time not only for relaxation, but also for spiritual 

renewal and restoration. 

 

Take advantage of the season by spending time outdoors with God—

reading Scripture, praying, or journaling as you experience His 

presence through creation. You might also try refreshing your routine 

by exploring new spiritual practices such as prayer walks, engaging 

devotional reading, or even setting aside a “no-tech” weekend to focus 

on your inner life and your connection with God. Summer offers a 

natural opportunity to shift from constant productivity towards 

gratitude. In doing so, you may find a deeper sense of peace and joy. 

 

Summer also provides a meaningful midyear check-in—a chance to 

reflect on your goals for generosity, spending, and saving. Think of it 

as a stewardship “halftime,” where you can evaluate your progress 

and make adjustments before the busy fall season arrives. Taking 

time now to realign your financial and giving priorities can help ensure 

they reflect your values and intentions. 

 

Finally, summer is an ideal season to help children grow in their 

understanding of stewardship. It’s a great time to guide them from a 

“me-focused” mindset to a “mission-focused” one by showing them 

how they can be part of something bigger. Consider volunteering 

together as a family in ways that allow children to actively participate. 

Be mindful of their unique gifts and interests, as this will help them 

engage more meaningfully and develop a lasting heart for service. 

 

Have a peaceful summer! 

 

Pamela Weed                                                                                                                                                                                   

Stewardship Committee Member 
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Registration is open!  

Join the fun and sign up now! 

See our website or click here. 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

    Scenes from last  

year’s VBS! 

 

 

 

https://onrealm.org/TheEpiscopalChu90661/Registrations/Registrants/33b6b029-fb6d-4e2b-83bb-b3de0173259e?congregantView=True
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MAY 

Happy Anniversary 

5 – Walter and Frances Smith 

5 – Duane and Shannon Rinkus 

6 – Scott and Melanie Garrett 

6 – Christopher and Joan Wisham 

9 – Chris and Laura Thornhill 

 

 

Happy Birthday 

1 – Jill McPeak 
1 – Duane Rinkus 
2 – Stephanie Heil 
2 – Michael Levi 
3 – Jerry Mintun 
3 – McKenzie Schweikert 
4 – Matthew Gustis 
4 – Peyton Passmore 
4 – Beckett Rinkus 
5 – Elaine Jacobs 
5 – Todd McPeak 
7 – Anne Sweet 
9 – Kathy Rummage 
10 – Madison Barger 
10 – Marge Shubert 
11 – Larry Sweet 
11 – Carter Sliwoski 
13 – Brandy Rudd 
14 – Eileen Kosmala 
15 – Chris Thornhill 
 

16 – Jennifer Baker 
16 – Libby Barger 
16 – Christina Feneque 
16 – Joey Plyler 
18 – Terri McKnight 
19 – Dawn Banks 
20 – Gamaliel Feneque 
21 – Frances Smith 
22 - Isla Dwyer 
23 – Katie Hamby 
24 – Kathryn Graham 
24 – Liz Rui 
26 – Cassandra Johnson 
26 – Karli Schappert 
27 – John Engel 
27 – Tyler Jarvis 
28 – Scott Callahan 
29 – Richard Thyne 
30 – Samantha Dwyer 
30 – Jackson Schappert 
 

 

 

14 – Tom and Pamela Weed 

18 – Richard and Linda Thyne 

26 – Andy and Arlene Halasz 

30 – Phillip and Deania Russo 

31 – Bob & Myra Ford 

31 – Brian and Diana Stone 
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The Rev. Dr. Ronald B. Taylor, Rector 
704-618-7213 (cell) 

Canismajorm41@yahoo.com 
 

David Wilcox 
 Organist/Director of Music 

music@spbtl.com  
 

Ginia Edwards 
Director of Christian Formation  

gedwards@spbtl.com  
 

The Rev. Nick McDonald 
410-746-2436 (cell) 

nickmcd@spbtl.com 
 

Kate D’Amato 
Parish Administrator 

kate@spbtl.com 
 

Sherree Brady 
Finance Administrator 

financeadmin@spbtl.com 
 

Jim Heil,  Treasurer 
jheil164@yahoo.com 

 
 

Senior Warden – Stephanie Heil    
Junior Warden – Mary Sansbury 

Tracey Engel 
Pat Higbie 

Steve Hiney 
Gary Jarvis 

Connie Mathis 
Michele Moss 
John Stewart 

Clerk of the Vestry:   Daphne Wagner 

 

  STAFF 

VESTRY  

mailto:Canismajorm41@yahoo.com
mailto:music@spbtl.com
mailto:nickmcd@spbtl.com
mailto:financeadmin@spbtl.com
mailto:jheil164@yahoo.com
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