


Dear Sisters and Brothers at St.
Peter by-the-Lake, at the end of FROM
this month and the beginning of THE
April we enter into that most holy RECTOR
time of the liturgical calendar,
Holy Week and Easter.
Emotionally and liturgically, we
will swing from celebration to
utter despair and then back to
celebration again. We will
symbolically go with our Lord
Jesus from his triumphal entry into Jerusalem, to the Last Supper
with his friends, then to his betrayal, arrest, trial and execution.
Then after three days, dead in the tomb, we will awaken on
Easter morning to the incredible truth of the Resurrection. Every
human emotion will be on display.

It is always my deepest prayer and hope that everyone here
at St. Peter by-the-Lake will be able to participate in worship
during Holy Week as we seek to be in union with Jesus during
this most important of weeks. This is our Christian Passover. This
week represents the central truth of our faith, and that truth is
this: Easter Day is best understood and experienced in the light
of all that comes before it, Palm Sunday — Holy Week — Maundy
Thursday — and Good Friday. Please make this week a spiritual
discipline and priority as together we walk the Way of the Cross
with Jesus this Holy Week. Our schedule of services and events is
listed below. Please plug yourselves in wherever and whenever
you are able.

Sunday: March 29t (Palm Sunday)
8:30am - Holy Eucharist with the Blessing of
the Palms

10:30am - Liturgy of the Palms (outside, weather
permitting), Holy Eucharist, with Passion Gospel
presented by Drama & the Word Team.



Tuesday: March 31° (Tuesday of Holy Week)
7:00pm — The service of ‘Tenebrae’. (Tenebrae is Latin
for ‘darkness’. The service of
scripture and meditation is centered around
the gradual extinguishing
of candles as we remember Christ’s
suffering.)

Thursday: April 2" (Maundy Thursday)
7:00pm — Holy Eucharist with the Stripping of the Altar
9:00pm — All night prayer vigil in the dimly lighted
Nave.

Friday: April 3" (Good Friday)

12 Noon — The Way of the Cross for all ages (outside,
weather permitting)

7:00pm — The Proper Liturgy for Good Friday.
Communion from Reserve Sacrament.

Saturday: April 4t (Holy Saturday)
10:00am — Parish/Community Easter Egg Hunt with
games.

Sunday: April 5t (Easter Day)

7:00am - Sunrise Service with Holy Eucharist (Begins in
Memorial Garden).

8:30am - Festival Holy Eucharist.

9:30am - Mimosas in Fotinos Hall.

10:30am - Festival Holy Eucharist.

Faithfully,

Father Ron



Lake Reflections

from Fr. Nick

On March 26th, the clergy of our diocese will gather with
Bishop Jose to renew our ordination vows, as we do each
year during Lent. Having grown up with The 1928 Book of
Common Prayer, | find it helpful to review the bishop’s
admonition to ordinands almost one hundred years ago.

“The Church and and Congregation whom you must serve,
is [Christ’s] Spouse, and his Body. And if it shall happen that
the same Church, or any Member thereof, do take hurt or
hindrance by reason of your negligence, ye know the
greatness of the fault, and also the horrible punishment that
will ensue (p. 540).”

| take some comfort in knowing that St. Patrick was guilty of
a famous priestly error himself, and there is something
serious to be weighed in considering the reaction of the one
who suffered by it.

In Munster, around A.D. 433, Patrick baptized King Angus of
Cashel, a man of great fame as a warrior. Preached with his
customary fervor, Patrick accidentally planted his crozier,



which bore a pointed ferrule, with emphatic force upon
Angus’s foot, piercing it through and through.

Angus bore the pain without a flinch, allowing the bishop to
complete the ritual. Right before the baptism proper, Patrick
was alarmed to see the man standing in a pool of blood.
When asked why he had remained silent, King Angus
confided that he thought it was part of the ceremony: some
sort of reenactment of the piercing of Christ that he was now
to share, and so he endured it with heroic poise.

Patrick was deeply moved by this Irish hardiness, but
distraught that it been brought about through an error of his -
- an error which brought unnecessary pain to a member of
his flock.

Inevitably, ordained clergy and others we look up to will
wound the sheep committed to their care through things
“‘done and left undone.” Hopefully, we’ll catch ourselves first,
but if we don’t, | hope you’ll expand the advice from the NYC
Metropolitan Transportation Authority: “If you See
Something, Hear something, or Feel something, Say
Something.” Mutual healing begins with mutual
understanding, so give voice to your pain in a timely way so
that “quietness, peace, and love” may prevail.

Faithfully,

Fr. Nick

~ With thanks to Sean Fitzpatrick, Crisis Magazine, 3/17/21 for St.
Patrick’s story.



Music Notes

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. -1 Corinthians 1:18

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross is one of the most
important hymns in history. It was radical at the time
because many churches were still restricted to singing only
the Psalms; being able to offer a bold depiction of the cross
as a congregational song helped to land Isaac Watts as a
pioneering hymn writer.

Written by Isaac Watts in 1707, the hymn was originally
titled "Crucifixion to the World by the Cross of Christ," a
direct reflection of the themes in Paul’s letter to the
Galatians.

The hymn draws upon several scripture passages that relate
to the crucifixion and its meaning;:

o Galatians 6:14: This central verse, "But God forbid
that I should boast, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto
the world," highlights the hymn's theme of humility and
devotion to the cross.

. Philippians 3:7-9: The sentiment expressed in the
lines about counting gain as loss and pouring contempt on
pride echoes Paul's declaration of considering everything a
loss for the sake of knowing Christ.

. 1 Corinthians 1:18-31: The hymn also reflects the
biblical idea from 1 Corinthians that the cross, though
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seemingly foolish to the world, is the power of God,
dismantling human pride.

. Isaiah 53:3-5: The hymn's imagery of Christ's
suffering, particularly the lines about sorrow and love
flowing from his head, hands, and feet, aligns with the
prophetic description of the suffering servant in Isaiah.

. Romans 12:1: "In View of God's Mercy": Romans 12:1
urges believers to offer themselves as a "living sacrifice"
because of the spiritual mercies described in chapters 1-11.
The hymn embodies this by focusing on the "wondrous
cross” where the "Prince of glory died". The hymn calls for
abandoning earthly pride and vain things, sacrificing them
to Christ's blood, which aligns with the transformation of
mind and refusal to conform to the world.

Focusing on the cross during Lent and Holy Week involves
deep meditation on Christ's passion, death, and sacrificial
love to prepare for Easter. Jesus' life and death show us that
the cross is not optional. Taking up one's cross is required
for all who follow Jesus Christ. Christ leads the procession
carrying his cross; we, his followers, are to walk in his steps
bearing our own crosses.

This hymn urges a reevaluation of life, where "vain things"
lose their charm in light of Christ’s sacrifice - moving the
singer from self-centeredness to self-surrender. It
contemplates the scene at Calvary, where "sorrow and love
flow mingled down," representing the immense pain of the
crucifixion balanced with God's immense love for all of
humanity.

Blessings,
David



40 DAYS?!

Embracing the Meaning of 40 Days
Forty days may seem like a lengthy period until you understand its
significance and the intentions behind it. As we transition into a
new season, it’s an opportunity to reconnect and reflect on why
we worship such an incredible God. During this time, | encourage
you to engage in daily scripture reading, consider a spiritual or
physical fast, and dedicate time to daily prayer. Nothing embodies
the concept of formation quite like the scriptures that guide us in
becoming the children God intended us to be!

CFEvents and Fellowship
Social/Study circle

Upcoming Events in March

In addition, we are excited to prepare for one of my favorite
holidays, Easter, through our Lenten Experience! We encourage
you to bring a friend or family member to join us for a
complimentary dinner and an insightful lesson on the significance
of gathering at a bigger table. Together, we will explore who Jesus
shared a table with and whom we would invite to the “Bigger
Table.”

We are also excited to introduce “Fish” Camps for children aged 6
and up, providing them with a fun and safe environment to learn
more about Lent. If you know any families looking for a break
from cooking while their kids engage in meaningful experiences,




please invite them! Stay tuned for more information about what
we will be “experiencing” soon!

What is a Kingdom Kids
“Crew” Leader?

Hello there! Yes, you! | bet you’re pondering
what that question above is really asking: WHAT is a “Crew”
leader? I'm thrilled you asked because it’s one of the most
fulfilling experiences you can have. Why is that? Because it’s all
about nurturing the spiritual faith of our “KIDS.”

Now, | can imagine you’re thinking, “l can’t do that; | don’t know
the Bible well enough, | don’t have teaching skills, etc.” Am |
right? Absolutely! But here are some reassuring answers for you:

1. You don’t need to know the Bible “well enough.” Guess
what? Neither do the kids! That’s one of the perks of being
a crew leader—you get to LEARN alongside them! When
we uncover something new and interesting, it sparks
curiosity and allows us to share in the excitement of
discovering a new story.
2. Unsure about teaching? You're in luck! | will be hosting a
TRAINING DAY specifically for you to show how SIMPLE the
lessons are and how to engage with these kids effectively!
Stay tuned for the date and time!

EASTER EGG HUNT!

Hold onto your bunny ears because, yes, it’s
PN that time of year again — our annual EASTER
EGG HUNT is just around the corner!

< ]
) Mark your calendars for April 4th, when we'll

W%  unleash the egg-citement for kids of all ages and

fun for the whole family. Stay tuned for more details on times and
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activities — keep an eye on your emails, social media, and church

bulletins! You won't want to miss this hoppin’ good time. Oh, and

don't forget to INVITE your FRIENDS, FAMILY, and NEIGHBORS to
join in on this egg-stravaganza!

Exciting Announcement: VBS is
Coming Soon!

You might feel it's a bit early, but I assure you, it's not! Vacation
Bible School (VBS) is just around the corner, and there's no better
time to mark your calendars for this fun, family-friendly event!

Dates: July 20-23 We will host our annual VBS at the church,
beginning with dinner followed by lessons and plenty of fun. This
is an opportunity you won't want to miss!

Register online for this event today, and please let me know if
you're interested in serving before,

during, or after — or even for all three! o WSHERS o ,

\é
é‘v(_ °‘o(&
St. Peter Preschool _
A heartfelt thank you to everyone ‘
who has generously volunteered their < Q

time and contributions to the

g
preschool. We are thrilled by the 5“6
progress we've made in preparing the

9,
Relifs
rooms. If you haven't had the chance to see them yet, please
come downstairs! | (G) would be delighted to give you a tour and
share our vision and plans for this year and beyond. This journey
wouldn't be possible without your support, and it's never too late
to join us in making the preschool a thriving success!

Fisher of people
~G
“Come, follow me.” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to
fish for people.”  Matthew 4:19
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VISION OF ST. PETER BY-THE-LAKE

IN RESPONSE TO OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST’S MISSIONAL IMPERATIVE
TO BAPTIZE AND TEACH ALL NATIONS....AND TO LOVE GOD AND OUR
NEIGHBORS AS OURSELVES: WE THE CLERGY, VESTRY, AND PEOPLE OF
THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. PETER BY-THE-LAKE COMMIT
OURSELVES TO:

*WALK IN THE WAY (SPIRITUAL GROWTH THROUGH WORSHIP,
FORMATION, REPENTANCE & PRAYER)

*WIDEN THE WALLS (PROCLAIMING THE GOOD NEWS BY WORD &
EXAMPLE)

*WAKE UP THE WORLD (STRIVING FOR JUSTICE & PEACE. RESPECTING
THE DIGNITY OF EVERY PERSON)

MISSION OF ST. PETER BY-THE-LAKE

IN RESPONSE TO OUR PARISH VISION: THE MISSION OF THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF ST. PETER BY-THE-LAKE IS TO: *BE DISCIPLES, ENGAGE
THE WORLD*

. é{@ AN )

‘)>;/_N\Wi¢

NOTE FROM THE PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: Please be sure to schedule all

reservations of the church facilities through the Parish Administrator so your
events can be placed on the Church’s main calendar. Thank you!

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE!
OUR WEB ADDRESS IS: WWW.SAINTPETERBYTHELAKE.NET

o 4 \ G
3? CENTERING : SUNDAY WORSHIP AT
B ST. PETER
& PRAYER BY-THE-LAKE
10AM on Wednesdays inthe 830AM Holy Eucharist
Parlor. We hope you will join in to prayi; 030AM Coffee with the Clergy
__together this "Prayer of the Heart"..,_: » 1030AM Holy Fucharist
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Vestry Minutes January 17, 2026

11AM - Meeting called to order

Vestry Members Present: Tracey Engel, Stephanie Heil, Steve Hiney,
Gary Jarvis, Connie Mathis, Michele Moss, John Stewart

Clergy Present: Father Nick McDonald, Father Ron Taylor

Other Members Present: Jim Heil

Opening Prayer: Father Ron Taylor

Discussion/Decision:
Minutes: Vestry approved December minutes.
December Financials: (Jim Heil)

e Jim mentioned December 2025 was a good month and
estimates between 20-30K surplus for 2025. Father Ron
made a recommendation to split the anticipated surplus of
50% going towards the Building and Grounds Fund and
50% toward the Capital Fund for the Pre-School.

e Of the surplus for 2025, 50% will go toward the Capital
Fund and Pre-School, 25% towards the Building Fund and
25% toward the Security/Safety Fund which was
separately motioned, approved and seconded by vestry

members.
As of December 315 -
Actual Budget Variance
Total Revenues: $59,885 $39,364 $20,521
Total Expenses: $37,230 $39,397
$2,167
Net Total: $22,655 -$33 $22,688

Senior Warden: (Stephanie Heil)

e Stephanie mentioned that Integrity (HVAC Contractor)
recently provided the following repair estimates: $891.50
to repair the breaker terminal, $450 to repair the drain
trap on the handler, $725 to replace the motor sheen in
Furr Hall. Vestry discussed the estimates and decided to
source additional estimates from other HVAC contractors
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including but not limited to Henson Mechanical and
Custom Comfort.

Stephanie alerted vestry to the crack/opening near the
rose window behind the Alter which will be investigated
internally and repaired as needed.

There are multiple lights in the sanctuary that need to be
replaced.

Upcoming Events/Schedules: (Father Ron):

Sunday, January 25th Sister Madeline Mary will be visiting
us.

Sunday, February 1st, Bishop Jose will be visiting following
a luncheon.

Sunday, February 8th will be our Annual Meeting with the
Treasurer to provide our financial report.

Closing Prayer: (Father Ron Taylor)
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SPBTL Theater Group

The Green Room Theater 2026 Season
Sundays at 3:00 p.m. w/lunch

$16.00/ticket

$10.00/person lunch at 12:15 p.m. in Furr Hall

e Having our Say - The Delaney Sister - 100 yrs
4/12/26

e The Wizard of Oz 5/3/26

e Four Old Broads 6/21/26

All are welcomed. If you have not participated in the
past, please join us for good food, fellowship, and
entertainment.

Contact Cathy Littlejohn @ 704-650-4947 with any
questions.

SPBTL Theater Enthusiasts at The Green Room
Theater on 3/1/26. A good time was had by all!
We hope you can join us in April!




wission |FOCUS ON MISSION - OUTREACH TEAM

\ n/
PZS N\ And do not neglect doing good and sharing;

for with such sacrifices God is pleased. Hebrews 13:16

A monthlv highlight of organizations we sunnort with our Time. Talent & Treasure.

Thompson’s

Hello from your Mission Outreach team. Many of you know
who  we support in the local community and beyond. We also
welcome suggestions for other local, national, and international
501(c)3 organizations and charitable initiatives that are meaningful to
our parishioners.

This month we would like to highlight our support for
Thompson’s, a long-standing community services organization
based in Matthews, NC, serving families throughout the
Carolinas and Florida.

Thompson focuses on transforming lives through early
childhood education, family stability programs, and
comprehensive mental health services. Their work centers on
evidence-based, trauma-informed care that supports children
from birth through young adulthood, as well as the families
who care for them.

Founded in 1886 as an orphanage, Thompson has grown into a
regional leader in human services. Today, its continuum of care
spans early childhood education, programs that help keep
families strong and intact, and mental health services ranging
from outpatient counseling to residential care.

Click here for more information: https://www.thompsoncff.org/.

You can find hard copies of SPBTL Support Applications in the
Mission Outreach mailbox in Fotinos Hall, or you may drop a
note in Libby Motto’s mailbox and Mission Outreach will reach
out to you to see how Mission Outreach may help an
organization that you support.
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THE STEWARDSHIP CORNER

What an uplifting feeling after our annual parish meeting! The
generosity of parish gifts and talents are fulfilling a variety of
needs. We are making a difference not only within our parish but
also in our community. Can you feel the momentum growing in
our parish? The abundance of opportunities for us to grow and
give is so exciting!

Our resources and our talents are propelling the many different
ministries that lift many. There is always an opportunity for us at
St. Peter’s not only to give but to receive. Helping to paint in the
preschool rooms, lending a hand for a luncheon, or volunteering
for a ministry just to spotlight a few. Getting involved can lead to
new friendships with someone from “the other

service”. Growing your church family is so very rewarding! Take
a moment to look over our thirty-eight ministries to see where
you can give and receive as we continue to Widen Our Walls.

Peace, Brandy Rudd

Rescheduled for ... 6:30PM

Wednesday, APRIL 15, 2026
Bishop José ~ Confirmation

= Pl

Join us in a special celebration as Bishop José visits our
parish! It will be a joyous occasion of worship as he
confirms and receives the latest members of our church
family. Please stay for a reception following the service to
welcome our newest Episcopalians and greet the Bishop.
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FLOWER DONATIONS

Please contribute to the EASTER FLOWER FUND. Special Easter
Flower Flyers will be available March 8t — 22" in your mailbox or

on the tables in the Narthex, Fotinos Hall and the Furr Hall
entrance credenza. Your flower donations may be made “in
memory of” or “in honor of “ loved ones. Names will be printed in
the Easter Sunday Bulletin provided donations and flyers are
turned in to the Parish Administrator’s mailbox (Kate D’Amato) by
Monday March 23rd . Checks should be made out to: St. Peter by
the Lake — Easter Flowers. We will be happy to accept donations
after the print deadline at your convenience.

The Altar Guild depends on your donations for these flowers. So,
we invite everyone to donate toward the Easter Floral
Arrangement — any $ amount is welcome!

We would love lots of donations as funds in excess of the floral bill
will be placed in the Rector’s Benevolent Fund for the work of the
Church, as we have done in the past. Please be generous with
your donations and help make this most sacred day beautiful!

Easter is our greatest church festival! The color changes to white
symbolizing the Dove of the Holy Spirit. The earth bursts forth
with blossoming shrubs and flowers to proclaim: “ He is Risen! ”
Planning our altar flower arrangement for the Easter celebration
is exciting and we try to make it the most beautiful of the year!

The Altar Guild Flower Committee
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S
Donate new or gently used toys ane K

supplies. Please reach out to G before ne/p Us ;‘_?Speclb ;
making your donation! Ury,,.. " Car, :
Creo #i, Urin 96 €q
We are looking for teachers, assistants, fo,_eenv/‘,.o d
and substitutes. If you're interested or or Our ,,ew’hen,
know someone who might be, please e’Sc,‘;(, o/

contact G.

that you could contribute. If you have any
guestions, feel free to ask Ginia. RV
B

)u

Explore our wish list for items we need * e,
. NP>

gedwards@spbtl.com

out our website:
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Holy WeekK

March 29th - Palm Sunday Services 8:30am & 10:30am
March 31st—Tenebrae Service 7PM

April 2nd - Maundy Thursday Service 7PM
Prayer Vigil follows

April 3rd - Way of the Cross Worship Service Noon
Good Friday Service 7PM

April 4th - Parish Easter Egg-stravaganza 10AM

April 5th - Easter Day Sunrise Service (Memorial Garden) 7AM
Easter Day Festival Services 8:30AM & 10:30AM
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

29 — Frank & Carol Herbst

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

1 — Brian Stone

1 — Marsha Wuerdeman
2 — Jessica Hawkins

3 — Catherine Hiney

4 - William Ridlehoover
5 — Marge Fairbanks

7 — Betsy Ann Coleman
7 — Lanette Kephart

8 — Beverly Moore

8 — Scott Garrett

8 — Chad Wuerdeman

9 — Jacob Hamby

9 — Joseph Hamby

9 — Fred Shubert

9 — Glenda Shook

10 — Katie Clements

11 — Audrey Prouty

11 - Ava Prouty

11 — Anna Schmerge
11 — Julie Wuerdeman
13 —Mary Jane Lamberti
13 — Jane Lifsey

13 — Morgan Starling
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14 — Tracy Engel

15 —Jim Heil

16 —Jacob Seminara
16 — Peggy White

17 — Ann Bowden

18 - Amy Simmons

19 — Matthew Hawkins
19 — Libby Willis

20 — Callaway Crumpton
20 — Kurt Moeller

21 — Liz Stafford Ajello
22 — Cissie Deane

22 — Bill Roosa

22 —Joan Wisham

23 —Ron Horne

23 — Pat McCabe

24 — Mary LaBranche
24 — Sherree Brady

26 — Robin Schappert
26 — Andy Shinn

26 — Irene Stollery

27 —Jenny Hunter

29 — Bob Tracy



STAFF

The Rev. Dr. Ronald B. Taylor, Rector The Rev. Nick McDonald
704-618-7213 (cell) 410-746-2436 (cell)
Canismajorm41@yahoo.com nickmcd@spbtl.com
David Wilcox Kate D’Amato
Organist/Director of Music Parish Administrator
music@spbtl.com kate@spbtl.com
Ginia Edwards Sherree Brady
Director of Christian Formation Finance Administrator
gedwards@spbtl.com financeadmin@spbtl.com

Jim Heil, Treasurer
jheill64@yahoo.com

VESTRY

Senior Warden — Stephanie Heil
Junior Warden — Mary Sansbury
Tracey Engel
Pat Higbie
Steve Hiney
Gary Jarvis
Connie Matbhis
Michele Moss
John Stewart
Clerk of the Vestry: Daphne Wagner
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