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As a new year dawns for

us all here at St. Peter by-the- ‘];ll?l(E)M
Lake, there are a few mission RECTOR

& ministry ‘bullet points’ that
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| want to share with
everyone:

*This month we welcome
the Rev. Nick McDonald to
our staff as part-time ‘Assisting Priest’. Nick and his
wife Jan have been attending services here for much of
the past year, with Nick singing in our Chancel Choir.
Nick will be working approximately 8 hours a week,
preaching once a month, spelling me when I’'m away,
and helping out from time to time with home and
hospital visitations. It’s a great joy to have Nick and Jan
with us, and | know you will welcome them both with
open arms.

*We are moving with all deliberate speed in laying
the foundation for a fall 2026 opening of ‘St. Peter’s
Preschool.” We’re working through the bureaucracy of
Lincoln County to make sure everything is done in
order, and this month we hope to call the first meeting
of a new preschool board of directors. Work is
proceeding downstairs to turn three of our Sunday
School rooms into classrooms that will be ready for
students next fall. We’re also working on things like
enrollment forms, parent handbooks, and bylaws.



***With the advent of a new year, now is the time
to think about building as much financial capital as
possible for St. Peter’s Preschool before it opens. If you
would like to make a financial contribution to this new
community outreach, you can make checks out to St.
Peter’s, with the notation for the preschool in the
memo column. Thanks so very much!***

*On January 25, we will welcome Sister Madeleine
Mary of the Community of St. Mary, Southern
Province, to St. Peter by-the-Lake. She will preach at
both services, and lead an adult forum between
services on St. Mary’s, and the ministry of nuns and
monks in the Episcopal Church. At the 10:30am service,
I will be inducted as an Associate member of St.
Mary’s. | hope you can be present for this very special
day.

*The following week, on Sunday, February 1%,
Bishop Jose’ will be with us at 10:30am for his annual
visit and Confirmation of the newest members of the
Episcopal Church. If you have been through youth
confirmation class, or the Adult Inquirers Class
(Episcopal 101) since his last visit, then you are eligible
to be confirmed. Please let me know, and I’ll send you
the confirmation form to fill out. It’s always a special
time when the Bishop is able to be with us.

Faithfully,

Father Ron



Lake Reflections

from Fr. Nick

As you might guess from my last name, I’'m a huge fan of all
things Scots-Irish, a legacy | share with many of the early
settlers of Western North Carolina. So, let me begin by
wishing you Bliadhna Mhath Ur! That's "Happy New Year" in
Scottish Gaelic, and it’'s roughly pronounced "BLEE-na Va
OO-er."

| am absolutely delighted that my joining with the St. Peter
Chancel Choir in December, 2024 for our Piedmont Deanery
Epiphany Festival of Lessons and Carols, has culminated in
my being called as the church’s Assisting Priest, beginning
this month!

The parish is certainly familiar with the ministry of assisting
clergy through the solid work of my predecessors. What’s
different in this instance is that | have been called out of
formal retirement from The Episcopal Church, USA to serve
in a role distinct from that of “supply clergy” or “priest-in-
charge.” Furthermore, the ministry entrusted to me is a part-
time, paid staff position for eight (8) hours per week.

Like Father Ron, | have an abundance of energy and believe
— along with actress Billie Burke (Glinda, the Good Witch of
the North in The Wizard of Oz) — that “Age is something that
doesn't matter... unless you are a cheese!"

I’'m looking forward to dusting-off the skills that have served
me for over forty years as a parish priest, health care
chaplain, crisis volunteer, and interim rector to inform,
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nurture, support, and encourage the mission and ministry of
the clergy and people of Saint Peter by-the-Lake.

Under the direction of Father Ron, and in collaboration with
the total ministry team of the parish, | will preach
approximately one a month at both Sunday services; lead
worship and preach when Father Ron is away; provide
pastoral and sacramental visitation among those in hospital,
nursing home, and at home, in times of illness and as part of
the clergy home visitation period each summer.

| have also been invited to join, participate in, or facilitate
many of the Christian Formation and Fellowship programs
offered by the church, while also remaining active with the
Adult Chancel Chaoir.

At the outset of the ordination discernment process of my
early twenties in The Diocese of Maryland, | struggled to
articulate a clear call to either the diaconate or the
priesthood. The sacramental aspect of the priesthood and
the service facet of the diaconate were both attractive to me,
but the diocese insisted that | express a distinct call to one or
the other.

Eventually, | learned about the “worker priest” movement in
the Roman Catholic church, especially in France and
Belgium after World War Il. The movement sought to reach
the working classes, who had become largely alienated from
the church. The worker-priests set aside their clerical garb
and left their clerical dwellings to take jobs in factories and
on construction sites, sharing the living conditions and social
and economic problems of their coworkers. Their
experiences impelled some of the worker-priests to become
politically active, joining their fellow workers in various
demonstrations regarding such matters as housing,
antiracism, and peace.



My own “worker-priest” ministry was informed by my work in
sports park maintenance, quarrying and blacktop production;
began in earnest when | became a volunteer firefighter and
public safety chaplain; and continued as | split my time
between working in health care settings and family-sized
congregations. More recently, | was self-employed as a
handyman in Asheville for six years before moving to the
Denver-Stanley area in 2022.

Happily, | discovered that the urgings of the Holy Spirit in my
calling could not be thwarted by a one-size-fits-all approach
to discernment. | was able to enjoy 4 decades of serving as
both a deacon and priest, in spite of the good intentions of
the folks involved in the discernment process.

Please know this: for Jan and me to choose Saint Peter by-
the-Lake as our home church in retirement — prior to this
calling — speaks volumes about the character and spirit of
the congregation, the clergy, the staff, and the priorities of
the parish. As a neighbor said to me recently, “You really

have something very special there at Saint Peter’s.” Jan and
| could not agree more!

Finally, as a Baltimore native, you may learn a few
idiosyncrasies of my native tongue, Baltimorese a.k.a
“‘Bawlmer-ese.” For example, at a parish supper, you may
hear this exchange between Jan and me:

“Jeet?”

“Did you eat?”

“No!”

“Joo?”

“Well, let’s eat while it's hut.”
“OK. We're necks in line!”

Warmly in His love, Father Nick+
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Music Notes

I am grateful for the dedicated musicians at St. Peter by-the-
Lake. The Advent/Christmas season is busy with extra
rehearsals in preparation for Lessons and Carols. I hope you
were blessed, as I was, by our choir, ringers and
instrumentalists.

Rehearsals resume for Chancel Choir, Wednesday, January 7
and for Handbell Choir, Wednesday, January 14. Additional
singers and ringers are welcome. Please let me know if you
would like to participate in the music ministry.

Advent serves as a powerful reminder that we live in a
world and in personal lives marked by darkness (sin, fear,
suffering) but it's a season of hopeful waiting for the coming
of Christ, the ultimate Light who conquers that darkness.
Hymns for the Advent and Christmas seasons frequently
utilize the "light and darkness" motif to symbolize the
transition from a world in sin and waiting to the arrival of
Christ, the "Light of the World".

Experiencing limitations with a detached retina — surgery,
healing, and pirate patch in order to “see” — gave pause to
consider the gift of sight. As usual, my thoughts are rooted
in great hymnody.

Lyrics by Charles Wesley we recently sang remain in my
ear-



Hail the heaven born Prince of Peace! (Isaiah 9:6)
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! Light and life to all he
brings,

risen with healing in his wings! (Malachi 4:2)

Kathleen Thomerson’s hymn “I Want to Walk as a Child of the
Light” — Hymnal 490 also came to mind..

She regards this hymn regards as a meditation and prayer
deeply rooted in many scriptures, most connected with
theme of light: Genesis 1:1;, Psalm 139:12; Isaiah 60:19;
Malachi 4:2; John 14:8; Ephesians 5:8; Hebrews 12:1-2; 1 John
1:5” and Revelation 21:23.

The hymn reminds us, there is no darkness in Jesus, “the
night and the day are both alike, the lamb is the light of the city of
God”” The hymn continues, “shine in my heart, Lord Jesus! I
want to see the brightness of God, I want to look at Jesus, Clear
Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, and show me the way to
the Father.”

Let us call on the brightness of Jesus, for we know, deep in
our souls and with every fiber of our being, Jesus can
penetrate the darkest corners of humanity and is the balm to
make the wounded whole.

As we call on the brightness of Jesus and fix our eyes on
Him. May we also be the light and let it shine in us and
through us, this day and forevermore.

A VERY HAPPY AND BLESSED NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL!

David
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!
A Warm December at St. Peter's

Brr, it’s chilly outside, but the atmosphere inside the church has been cozy
this past month! Here’s a recap of what we’ve experienced:

e Advent Festival: We kicked off the month with our annual Advent
Festival, taking a journey to Bethlehem, where our Savior was
born. Attendees enjoyed street vendors, crafts, and local cuisine,
all while immersing themselves in the historic experience of
paying taxes and discovering there was no room at the inn.
e Children's Baptism: During our kids’ chat, our young ones were
invited to witness the baptism of a sweet babe on the first Sunday
of the month.
¢ Lessons and Carols: The festivities continued with our annual
Lessons and Carols service, where the music and teachings truly
lifted our holiday spirit. A heartfelt round of applause goes to
David Wilcox and St. Peter’s Worship Band and Choir for sharing
their incredible talents.
e Christmas Tea: Another delightful gathering was our Christmas
tea. Thank you to everyone who attended; it was a joy to share in
the holiday spirit and partake in games together.
e Christmas Pageant: Lastly, we opened the church doors for our
children and youth during our annual Christmas Pageant, which
was nothing short of beautiful. It came to life not only through the
children’s performances but also with the wonderful narration by
Ms. Sherree Brady and Fr. Nick.

Christmas at St. Peter's is always bustling, but it’s a wonderfully special
time filled with God’s embrace.



CFEVENTS AND FELLOWSHIP
SOCIAL CIRCLE/ STUDY CIRCLE

Upcoming Events in January

This January 23rd, our CFEvent will once again feature
our VISION BOARD gathering! 6pm in Fotinos Hall! Sign
up in Fotinos Hall - clipboard on the counter. If you have

any old magazines you would like to donate please do

and place them in my office, located downstairs.

WE NEED YOU FOR Kingdom Kids!

You may wonder, What’s Kingdom Kids? I’m delighted to share!
Kingdom Kids is an engaging time during the service for children in
grades K-5, where they head downstairs for Sunday school, enjoying
fun activities while learning about God's love and how to love like
Him. Kingdom Kids takes place on Sundays during our 10:30 AM
service. Additionally, we offer nursery care in our Small Blessings
room for infants to 4-year-olds.

Do you have a passion for working with children? | envision our
parish flourishing not just spiritually, but also in a physical sense,
and | truly can't achieve this without support. | need help in teaching
our kids, inspiring them, and nurturing their faith!

I am on the lookout for enthusiastic individuals—fishermen and
disciples—who can assist in expanding God’s family. If you're
interested in contributing, please feel free to reach out to me via
email or catch me at church. | would love to involve you in this
journey and embrace the disciples we were meant to be!

Fisher of Men
~G

“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to
fish for people.”  Matthew 4:19
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VISION OF ST. PETER BY-THE-LAKE

IN RESPONSE TO OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST’S MISSIONAL IMPERATIVE
TO BAPTIZE AND TEACH ALL NATIONS....AND TO LOVE GOD AND OUR
NEIGHBORS AS OURSELVES: WE THE CLERGY, VESTRY, AND PEOPLE OF
THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. PETER BY-THE-LAKE COMMIT
OURSELVES TO:

*WALK IN THE WAY (SPIRITUAL GROWTH THROUGH WORSHIP,
FORMATION, REPENTANCE & PRAYER)

*WIDEN THE WALLS (PROCLAIMING THE GOOD NEWS BY WORD &
EXAMPLE)

*WAKE UP THE WORLD (STRIVING FOR JUSTICE & PEACE. RESPECTING
THE DIGNITY OF EVERY PERSON)

MISSION OF ST. PETER BY-THE-LAKE

IN RESPONSE TO OUR PARISH VISION: THE MISSION OF THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF ST. PETER BY-THE-LAKE IS TO: *BE DISCIPLES, ENGAGE
THE WORLD*

. é{@ AN )

‘)>;/_N\Wi¢

NOTE FROM THE PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: Please be sure to schedule all

reservations of the church facilities through the Parish Administrator so your
events can be placed on the Church’s main calendar. Thank you!

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE!
OUR WEB ADDRESS IS: WWW.SAINTPETERBYTHELAKE.NET

- o
3? CENTERING : SUNDAY WORSHIP AT
B ST. PETER
& PRAYER BY-THE-LAKE
10AM on Wednesdays in the 8.30AM Holy Fucharist

Parlor. We hope you will join in to pray’i

: 1030AM Holy Eucharist
__together this "Prayer of the Heart"....: »

ey o
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Vestry Minutes November 24, 2025

7:00 pm — Meeting called to order

Vestry Members Present: Tracey Engel, Jessica Gustis, Stephanie Heil,
Pat Higbie, Gary Jarvis, Connie Mathis, Bill Reid, Mary Sansbury, Pamela
Weed

Clergy Present: Father Ron Taylor

Other Members Present: Jim Heil, Daphne Wagner

Opening Prayer: Father Ron Taylor

Discussion/Decision:

Minutes: Vestry approved October minutes as amended.
October Financials: (Jim Heil)

e QOctober was not a great month for giving, but the good news is
we spent less. This could also be due to the Valle Crucis
weekend, with no one at church.

e Sherree has been doing a fantastic job going through the
accounts in detail.

e As of October 31°

Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance YTD
Total Revenues: $ 26,825.47 $39,364.15 $12,538.68
Total Expenses: $ 33,606.60 $ 44,008.52 $10,401.91
Net Total: ($ 6,781.13) (S 4,644.36) ($ 2,136.77)

Junior Warden: (Stephanie Heil)

e Last week the freezer went out, so someone came out the
following day. It was just a relay switch, and the condenser was
dirty. While there he cleaned all the coils for the freezer, fridge
and icemaker.

e A couple of doorknobs were loose, so Jim fixed all of them.

e Father Ron mentioned we got the escape windows installed and
they look great. We had another generous gift to the preschool
fund of over $7,000 and an additional $2,400 also came in. In
January will receiving a gift for $25,000 from the Soorus family
in honor of Leo Soorus.

e We need to put some locks on all the door’s downstairs.

e Jim Heil been elected to the Diocesan finance committee. As a
Diocesan officer, he will work with the Diocesan budget.
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Senior Warden: (Jessica Gustis)

Nothing to report

Upcoming Events/Schedules: (Father Ron):

John Stewart, Michele Moss and Steve Hiney are the upcoming
vestry candidates

Thursday November 27" is our Thanksgiving Day service, Holy
Eucharist with Holy Baptism.

Sunday December 7t", we will have a Baptismal at the 10:30
service, and Vestry elections.

Saturday December 13", Hanging of the Greens, at 1pm.
Sunday December 14", Lessons and Carols, at 10:30 service
only.

Wednesday December 24", Christmas Eve Services 4pm (No
rehearsal required), 11pm candlelight service.

Our Annual meeting of the church will have to be moved due
the induction of Father Ron into an Associate Order of the
Convent. It will be on January 25™

Sunday February 1°t our Bishop Jose will be here for his annual
visit.

Budget Stewardship: (Jim Heil)

Jim presented a rough draft of the 2026 budget. He will finalize
the budget at the December vestry meeting.

Other Matters: (Father Ron)

The pledges to the Associate Rector Fund are expected to
continue into April 2026. Now that Mother Tara is no longer
here, these pledged amounts will be added to the Associate
Rector Fund. This will be used to support the use of an assistant
priest.

Closing Prayer: (Father Ron Taylor)
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FOCUS ON MISSION - OUTREACH TEAM

Mission And do not neglect doing good and sharing;

for with such sacrifices God is pleased. Hebrews 13:16
Hh‘/' 74

A monthlv highlight of organizations we support with our Time. Talent & Treasure.

Outreach

Hello from your Mission Outreach team. Many of you know who
we support in the local community and beyond. We invite the opportunity to
add other local, national, and international 507(c)3's and other types of
charitable initiatives of interest to any of our parishioners.

This month we would like to highlight our support for “Answered
Prayers” (formally known as Caring Cupboard), an outreach
ministry of our sister church, St. Mark’s, in Gastonia.

St. Mark's is located in the heart of downtown Gastonia and is on the
frontlines in ministry to the poor and homeless. Arch-Deacon
Brenda Gilbert and our former intern and forever friend, Cathy
Wesson, are leaders in this ministry. They are asking us to help them
by bringing specific items each Sunday of the month for donation to
help meet the increasing needs.

Father Ron usually reminds us during the Announcements what the
requests are for the following Sunday. For your convenience, they
are included here:

e First Sunday Bottled Water

e Second Sunday Canned Vegetables

e Third Sunday Toilet Paper/ Bar Soap

e Fourth Sunday Vienna Sausages / Beenie Weenies

We ask that you bring these items and drop them off in Furr Hall.
This is an on-going ministry and has recently expanded to include
mobile laundry and shower services once a month in the parking lot
of St. Mark’s. Thank you so much for your support of this important
ministry and help 'love our neighbors as we would ourselves.'

You can find hard copies of SPBTL Support Applications in the Mission
Outreach mailbox in Fotinos Hall, or you may drop a note in the boxes of Libby
Motto or Josette Anzalone and we will reach out to you to see how Mission
Outreach may help an organization that you support.
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Year End Contribution Statements
will be sent out at the end of January/
beginning of February.

January 23rd, at
6pm

é.
v
CFEvent will once again a;é g
feature our VISION §20 '
y i
BOARD gatheringg < od

Sign up in Fotinos Hall -
clipboard on the counter.

If you have any old
magazines you would like
to donate please do and
place them in G’s office,
located downstairs.
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THE STEWARDSHIP CORNER

Stewardship Reflection season after Epiphany

The Season after Epiphany invites us to reflect on the ways
God’s light continues to shine in our world and how we, as
followers of Jesus, are called to share that light. The Magi
traveled far beyond what was familiar, following the light to
discover God’s new work in the world. In the same spirit, we are
called to look beyond the walls of the church and ask: Where is
Christ’s light leading us today? Whom are we being called to
serve? How can we use what God has given us to bring hope to
others?

Epiphany celebrates the revelation of Christ, but it also reminds
us that we are called to be living signs of God'’s hope,
compassion, and generosity.

Jesus tells us, “ You are the light of the world.” In this season,
stewardship becomes the way we allow that light to shine. Every
act of service, every offering, every use of our gifts becomes a
small epiphany, an everyday moment where God'’s presence is
revealed through us.

May this season inspire us to live generously, faithfully, and
brightly so that others may see Christ’s light through us.

Steve Hiney
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2026 Dates to remember!
January 25th— Visit from Sister Madeline Mary from the
S Community of St. Mary, Southern Province at both services.

She will also be leading the Adult Forum in Fr. Ron’s office at
9:30am.

January 20th—February 10th—Supper & The Word

February 1st—Bishop José visit and Confirmation at 10:30AM
February 8th— Annual Parish Meeting

February 17th —Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

February 18th—Ash Wednesday

To learn more about
the Community of
St. Mary, Southern
Province before
Sister Madeline
Mary’s visit at the
end of the month —
click here for their

website!

Or visit: https://www.communityofstmarysouth.org/
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

1 — John & Samantha Dwyer
12 —Jim Dellinger & Judith Hahn
19 — Bud & Jeanne Hawkins

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

2 - Anthony Beeker 17 — Kayleigh Feneque
2 — Carmen Hatley

o 18 — Connor Davis
2 — Caitlin Taylor

3 — Hope Paasch 18 — Patrick Hamby
4 —Cathy Grace 19 — Codey Sliwoski
5 — Norm Gaver _ ‘

7 — Michael Matousek 23 — David Wiehagen
8 — Patrick Duggan 26 — Reagan Barger

8 — Jack Stollery
8 — Claire Tracy
10 — Karen Horne 27 — Aiden Hanrahan
14 — Zachary Ireland
14 — Connie Mathis

26 — Kathleen Penny

27 — Beth Lunney

28 — Jessica Gustis

31 — Phillip Russo
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STAFF

The Rev. Dr. Ronald B. Taylor, Rector The Rev. Nick McDonald
704-618-7213 (cell) 410-746-2436 (cell)
Canismajorm41@yahoo.com nickmcd@spbtl.com
David Wilcox Kate D’Amato
Organist/Director of Music Parish Administrator
music@spbtl.com kate@spbtl.com
Ginia Edwards Sherree Brady
Director of Christian Formation Finance Administrator
gedwards@spbtl.com financeadmin@spbtl.com

Jim Heil, Treasurer
jheill64@yahoo.com

VESTRY

Senior Warden — Stephanie Heil
Junior Warden — Mary Sansbury
Tracey Engel
Pat Higbie
Steve Hiney
Gary Jarvis
Connie Matbhis
Michele Moss
John Stewart
Clerk of the Vestry: Daphne Wagner
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