


With the month of December

embracing both the Advent and FROM
THE

Christmas seasons, I’d like to share
RECTOR

with you my reflection from this
year’s St. Peter by-the-Lake

-’

‘Advent Devotional’.

The Church seasons of Advent

and Christmas are times of great
promise and fulfillment. We enter
Advent longing once again for the coming of the Christ Child. We
live this out in our worship each week with the lighting of the
Advent Wreath, and hearing once again the stories of waiting
and anticipation. Then on Christmas Eve, the colors change from
purple to white and we experience the joy of the Christ Child
through sacrament and song. Every year it’s different. Every year
it’s thrilling.

Yet, in the midst of the anticipation and fulfillment, it is a
good thing to pause and remember that not everyone may be
feeling happy, contented, and blessed. The time between
Thanksgiving and Christmas are, for many people, a time of pain,
grief, anxiety and/or depression. In many instances it’s because
someone important is missing from the table. | have been
feeling the weight of this myself this year. Since the onset of
Covid, I've lost one person from my family each year. Since 2021
I've lost a brother, a sister, a sister-in-law, and a nephew. These
were all faces that graced our family’s table over the
generations. They ranged in age from 45 to 84. | have precious
memories of each one. And | know that there are folks in our
congregation who suffer, sometimes in silence, as they grieve
the absence of a loved one. Whether the loss was incurred this



year, or in years past, the time doesn’t matter. There is no
expiration date on grief and loss.

It can be difficult to stand with those who are experiencing
pain and grief when the culture around us expects everyone to
be celebrating and festive. It’s OK. Being with someone who is
sad can be just as simple as sending a card of care and love in
solidarity with the person that suffers. A text, e-mail, or phone
call can be helpful as well. Pray for them. Words matter much
less than presence. Just being with someone who has
experienced the loss of a loved one lets that person know that
they are not forgotten, that they are loved just as they are,
sadness and all.

The days before the coming of Christ into the world were dark
days. There was a longing for a new light to come and bring
truth into a hurting world. God heard those cries, and Jesus was
born to a Virgin named Mary in a small village called Bethlehem.
The light was small at first, but it grew into a force that
continues to change this world two thousand years later. The
Kingdom of God is breaking into this tired old world each and
every day. This Advent and Christmas, remember that you and |
are partners with God in helping others to see this light. A light
that can never be overcome by darkness. In the toughest of
times, when we stand with our brothers and sisters who are
hurting, we help to bring the light of Jesus.

Faithfully,

Father Ron



Music Notes

One of our beloved Christmas carols is not a Christmas carol
at all. The song is so familiar to us, and its words are so well
known that we probably haven’t noticed that the song does
not include a single detail from the story of Jesus’ birth: no
stable, no shepherds, no wise men; no Mary or Joseph; no
little town of Bethlehem or choirs of angels or silent nights.

When Isaac Watts wrote “Joy to the World,” he was
reflecting on Psalm 98 as part of his hymn series The Psalms
of David Imitated. Watts wrote this series for his
congregational church in London, which sang only the text
of the Psalms in their worship services.

When Watts came to the second half of Psalm 98, he read the

following words:
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth:
make a loud noise, and rejoice, and sing praise ...
With trumpets and sound of cornet make a joyful noise before the
Lord, the King.
Let the sea roar, and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that
dwell therein.
Let the floods clap their hands: let the hills be joyful together
Before the Lord; for he cometh to judge the earth:
with righteousness shall he judge the world, and the people with
equity.

After absorbing this image of the whole earth bursting into
song because the Lord comes to judge the earth, Watts wrote
the four verses of “Joy to the World,” inspired by Psalm 98
with his own words:



Joy to the world, the Lord is come,

Let earth receive her King; He rules the world with truth

Let every heart prepare Him room, and grace, )
. And makes the nations prove
And Heaven and nature sing... ) )
The glories of his
righteousness

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ,

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy...

And wonders of his love.

Watts gave this hymn the heading “The Messiah’s Coming
and Kingdom,” capping off what could be considered the
perfect hymn for the Advent season. During Advent we
anticipate the second coming of Christ and the “life of the
world to come,” before remembering and celebrating his
first coming in the Incarnation at Christmas.

The lyrics of “Joy to the World” remind us. Jesus will reverse
the curse that was placed upon creation at the Fall, and sin
and sorrow will cease; thorns will no longer infest the
ground; and his blessings will flow “far as the curse is
found.” Christ will free all of creation from its bondage, and
in response, every part of creation will burst into a song of
joy at his advent.

The word of hope during Advent is that we know the end of
the story; our King will bring a final and lasting justice and
joy to our world. As you sing “Joy to the World” during
Advent; and may its words remind you that one day Jesus
will rule the world with truth and grace and make known
the wonders of his great love for us.

Blessings, David
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Deck the Halls of December

November was a tranquil yet enjoyable month. We produced
another installment of the Father Ron Files for encouragement and
insight. The EYC learned to bake Eucharist bread with the bread
guild, and we hosted a Fellowship Social Circle during our Craft-
A-Thon. As the fall season has been so peaceful, we are eager to
embrace the upcoming season filled with joy, laughter, and the true
spirit of Christmas.

CFEVENTS AND FELLOWSHIP
SOCIAL CIRCLE EVENTS!

Advent Festival

Our annual Advent Festival is set for December 7th, from 5:00 PM
to 7:30 PM. This year, we invite you to experience “A Night in
Bethlehem,” where we will explore the “little town” that witnessed
the birth of our Savior and transformed the world!

As we journey back in time, you'll have the chance to meet St.
Nicholas and celebrate modern traditions—all in one evening!
We warmly welcome everyone to visit our “little towns” and
encourage you to bring someone new to share in a night filled with
fun, crafts, food, and festive spirit!

With this event and any other event the CF puts on it is going to
need the help from the amazing parish. Look for a sign up sheet
ing Fotinos for directions and how YOU can get involved in this
magical night celebrating a time of wonder and hope!
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Whimaical Chnistmas Tea Pantyy

Did you miss our Summer Tea Party? No need to worry!
Join us on December 19th starting
at Spm in Fotinos Hall for an
evening of tea, snacks, and
painting. This Fellowship Circle
1s a social event open to
everyone—men, women,

children, and youth alike!

WHAT IS KINGDOM KIDS?

You may wonder, What’s Kingdom Kids? I’m delighted to share!
Kingdom Kids is an engaging time during the service for children
in grades K-5, where they head downstairs for Sunday school,
enjoying fun activities while learning about God's love and how to
love like Him. Kingdom Kids takes place on Sundays during our
10:30 AM service. Additionally, we offer nursery care in our
Small Blessings room for infants to 4-year-olds

SLEKING PASSIONATE INDIVIDUALS
10 SUPPORT OUR PARISH

Do you enjoy working with children? Do you have a flair for
decorating or a creative idea that could benefit our community and
St. Peters? If you have some free time, then you might be just the
person I’'m looking for!



I aspire for our parish to grow not only spiritually but also
physically, and I genuinely can’t do it alone. I need assistance
with:

e Teaching our kids
e Planning and executing events
e Building a team that cherishes their church, parish,
and community
I am searching for passionate individuals—fishermen and
disciples—to help expand God’s family. If you’re interested in any
or all of these opportunities, please sign up in Fotinos Hall. I assure
you, [ will never overwork or overwhelm you.

Fisher of Men
~G

“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to
fish for people.”  Matthew 4:19



https://www.bible.com/bible/111/MAT.4.19.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/MAT.4.19.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/MAT.4.19.NIV

VISION OF ST. PETER BY*THE-LAKE

IN RESPONSE TO OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST’S MISSIONAL IMPERATIVE
TO BAPTIZE AND TEACH ALL NATIONS....AND TO LOVE GOD AND OUR
NEIGHBORS AS OURSELVES: WE THE CLERGY, VESTRY, AND PEOPLE OF
THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. PETER BY-THE-LAKE COMMIT
OURSELVES TO:

*WALK IN THE WAY (SPIRITUAL GROWTH THROUGH WORSHIP,
FORMATION, REPENTANCE & PRAYER)

*WIDEN THE WALLS (PROCLAIMING THE GOOD NEWS BY WORD &
EXAMPLE)

*WAKE UP THE WORLD (STRIVING FOR JUSTICE & PEACE. RESPECTING
THE DIGNITY OF EVERY PERSON)

MISSION OF ST. PETER BY-THE-LAKE

IN RESPONSE TO OUR PARISH VISION: THE MISSION OF THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF ST. PETER BY-THE-LAKE IS TO: *BE DISCIPLES, ENGAGE
THE WORLD*
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NOTE FROM TI-IE PARISH ADWSIRATOK Please 13(—3 sure to scheclule (’:111

reservations of the church facilities through the Parish Administrator so your
events can be placed on the Church's main calendar. Thank you!

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE!
OUR WEB ADDRESS IS: WWW.SAINTPETERBYTHELAKE.NET

- o
3? CENTERING : SUNDAY WORSHIP AT
B ST. PETER
& PRAYER BY-THE-LAKE
10AM on Wednesdays in the 830AM Holy Eucharist

Parlor. We hope you will join in to pray’i

. 1030AM Holy Eucharist
__together this "Prayer of the Heart"....: »

ey o



http://www.saintpeterbythelake.net/

Vestry Minutes October 10, 2025

7:00 pm — Meeting called to order
Vestry Members Present: Tracey Engel, Jessica Gustis, Stephanie Heil,
Pat Higbie, Gary Jarvis, Connie Mathis, Bill Reid, Mary Sansbury, Pamela
Weed
Clergy Present: Father Ron Taylor
Other Members Present: Jim Heil, Daphne Wagner
Opening Prayer: Father Ron Taylor
l. Call to Order & Opening Prayer/Devotion — done by Father
Ron
Il. Vestry Check-in:

a. Father Ron said that the Valle Crucis retreat was a huge
success. It was full and there were 12-15 first-time
attendees. There was also a diverse age group. The
dates for the 2026 retreat are scheduled for 10/9-
10/11/26 so mark your calendars!

b. Father Ron also provided updates on several pastoral
concerns.

M. Discussion/Decision:

a. September minutes approved with no changes.

b. Jim went over the September financials:

i. The month of September ended with a net
positive amount of $8,149. It was a great
September. The main reason is because the
revenue received was higher than expected in
September even though the expenses were a
little more than what was budgeted for the
month.

- The added expenses this month
were due to increased salaries
due to the audit and to ensure
adequate staff coverage.

ii. Year-to-date is also at $3,912 net positive.

c. First look at 2026 budget: Jim will present in next
month’s vestry meeting a budget for 2026 so it will be a
longer meeting.

d. Reports from Jr. and Sr. Wardens:

i. Jessica: Nothing to report other than stating
that Valle Crucis was great this year and she
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loved seeing all of the new people there. Also,
the food was much better than in previous
years.

Stephanie:

1. Pamela reported that the water in the
sacristy has sentiment in it and is
yellow. Stephanie called to get it
checked out. Until it is fixed, using
bottled water.

2. HVAC: Stephanie will call Integrity this
week to get an estimate to fix the unit
that covers Fotino’s Hall and the offices.
Also, the Furr Hall unit makes a lot of
noise (it may be the belt) so Stephanie
will ask them to look at that unit as
well.

Fire Pit is complete! Evan completed it and it
looks great. Jessica will check with Stephen to
make sure they received the donations needed
to cover the cost. Father Ron said we will bless
it in a future 10:30am service.

Bill Reid contacted the tree guy who will come
out to cut the trees behind the playground and
by the prayer path. It will be a two-day job (two
Friday’s in the future).

e. Escape Windows & Video Streaming updates:

Bill Reid contacted the window installer and the
windows have been ordered and should be
installed in early November. Father Ron
explained that everything needs to be done by
February for pre-school. Bill will continue to
follow up with the installation company.

The video-streaming issues continue. Bill
contacted a vendor to try swap out the
connector and the new one has been shipped
out. Bill will also contact AT&T to have them
check the connections to make sure there are
no issues there. Until it is fixed, we will continue
to record and upload the 10:30am services.
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f. 2026 Vestry Interest: Father Ron said there will be the
normal three openings for 2026. Pamela, Bill, and
Jessica will be rolling off. Any vestry candidate must be
a baptized and confirmed adult member.

g. Associate Priest update: Father Ron spoke to the
bishop when he was with him at the Clergy Conference
in Lake Logan. Looking for a part time priest for about
10 hours a week.

h. Upcoming events/schedules:

i. 10/21: The first session of Supper and the Word
— 33 people signed up.
ii. 10/25: 2" annual Fall Festival scheduled on the
church grounds at 2pm.
iii. 10/26: 2™ Youth confirmation class — 6 kids are
enrolled.
iv. 10/26: EYC5-7pm
v. 11/2: All Saints Sunday
vi. 11/13: Altar Guild dinner (Pamela Weed will
send an email).
vii. 2/1/26: Bishop Jose is scheduled to visit for
confirmation.
V. Other Matters:

a. Pat Higbie asked about cleaning the Memorial Garden
stones. Father Ron will talk to the Bowden’s about it
since they are the custodians of the garden.

b. Pat Higbie will also be willing to donate an extra
vacuum, so we have another one at the church. She will
make sure it runs okay and, if it does, will bring it to
church.

c. Pat Higbie also offered to pay to have the walkway
behind Fotino’s Hall pressure washed. She will reach out
to the power-washer she has used before.

V. Closing Prayer done by Father Ron

Next Vestry Meeting will be on 11/24 at 7pm because Father Ron is

travelling the weekend before and is not sure if he will be back in town

on 11/17.
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FOCUS ON MISSION - OUTREACH TEAM

And do not neglect doing good and sharing;
for with such sacrifices God is pleased. Hebrews 13:16

A monthlv highlight of organizations we sunnort with our Time. Talent & Treasure.

Outreach

Hello from your Mission Outreach team! This
month we have two organizations to highlight.

Episcopal Relief and Development

ERD is familiar to many as St. Peter's has participated in the
ERD (Episcopal Relief & Development) Year-End Match
initiative every year with monies collected during the
Christmas service. For those not familiar with ERD, it is an
organization whose mission is to answer the call for help
globally and be “... the compassionate response of The
Episcopal Church to human suffering in the world. Hearing
God’s call to seek and serve Christ in all persons and to
respect the dignity of every human being, Episcopal Relief &
Development serves to bring together the generosity of
Episcopalians and others with the needs of the world.”
(source: https://www.episcopalrelief.org/)

FIVE TALENTS

The second is Five Talents, an organization that Bill Baker
served as the church’s sponsor for many years. Libby Motto
has assumed this role and stays up to date on its efforts to
help people throughout the world. In their own words, Five
Talents’ mission is “transforming lives through economic
empowerment... [it] provides training for those living in some
of the world's lowest income countries to start their own small
businesses.” Historically, Five Talents has supported
international partners in over 20 countries in high-risk,
underserved communities where most residents lack access
to traditional loans or other banking services. Currently Five
Talents is focused on supporting small business owners in
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Bolivia, Burundi, Kenya, Myanmar, Rwanda, South Sudan,
Tanzania, and Uganda with the goal of self-sustainment.

As always, we invite the opportunity to add other local,

national, and international 501(c)3's and other types of
charitable initiatives of interest to any of our parishioners.

You can find hard copies of SPBTL Support Applications in the Mission

Outreach mailbox in Fotinos Hall, or you may drop a note in the boxes of Libby

Motto or Josette Anzalone and we will reach out to you to see how Mission
Outreach may help an organization that you support.

Advent Devotional
2025

all your hard work putting together this
year's Advent Devotional.

To view online, click here

Thank you, Bud and Jeanne Hawkins, for
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file:///C:/Users/admsp/OneDrive/Documents/Advent%20Devotional/ADVENT%20DEVOTIONAL%202025.pdf

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS and
CHRISTMAS WREATHS DONATIONS

Each Christmas season the Altar Guild invites and encourages
everyone to consider donating funds, no matter how small, to
provide for the Christmas Poinsettias, & Wreaths. It is the
Church Tradition called “The Hanging of the Greens”!

Special flyers will be out Sunday December 7% to sign up for
donations and you can also contact Kate at the church office
directly if you would like to make a donation. So, either fill out a
form or simply send in your check, any amount is fine, and be
sure to write CHRISTMAS FLOWERS in the memo. **There is a
form you can use on the last page of this NET! **

Then, email Kate at kate@spbtl.com (or call the office)

And let her know the names that your donation is in honor of/ in
memory of. Please send in the check and email/call

By December 17th.

Names will be shared with the congregation Christmas Eve. Any
funds in excess of the cost of our Christmas flowers and greens
will be placed in the Clergy Benevolent Fund. Thank you for
your generous offerings in past Christmases and for your
continued generosity this coming Christmas 2025!
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* UNITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
8210 UNITY CHURCH ROAD
DENVER, NC 28037

FREE ADMISSION | DONATIONS WELCOME&
WWW.ELCCSINGS.COM -
- lll

LESSONS AND
CAROLS

December 14th
at 10:30AM
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Special Advent/Christmas Happenings

All through Advent: If you have not picked up your Advent
Devotional (thank you Bud and Jeanne!) you will find one on our
website, or you can contact Kate at the church office. She is happy
to put one in the mail for you!

December 8th : Advent Festival: 5PM, Experience “A Night in
Bethlehem,” where we will explore the “little town” that witnessed
the birth of our Savior and transformed the world! AND the Adopt-a-
Family sign ups will be available as well!

December 14th: 10:30am The Annual Festival of Lessons &
Carols Enjoy this traditional Anglican service of scripture and song
as we celebrate the holy season.

December 19th: 5pm Christmas Tea Open to all—men, women,
children, and youth alike!

Advent
and Christmas Services

Sunday November 30t: Advent I Sunday, December 7th: Advent II
8:30am: Holy Eucharist 8:30am:Holy Eucharist
10:30am: Holy Eucharist 10:30am: Holy Eucharist &
(Vestry Elections)

Sunday, December 14t; Advent III Sunday, December 21st: Advent IV

10:30am: Festival of Lessons & Carols ~ 8:30am: Holy Eucharist

10:30am: Holy Eucharist

Wednesday, Christmas Eve, December 24th *

4pm: Holy Eucharist & Christmas Eve Pageant

11pm: Candlelight Holy Eucharist o,
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Note from the Finance Office:
Current Giving Statements

Giving statements for January-October 2025 are now
available in your church mailboxes. For those who don’t
have a church mailbox, your statements were mailed last
week. Please take a close look at your statements to
ensure they match your personal giving records.

If you find any discrepancies, or if you have any
questions, please notify the Finance Office immediately
at financeadmin@spbtl.com. We want to make sure
everything is correct before yearend statements are
generated in late January.

GIVING

STATEMENTS
WaailaTalo

YOU ARE INVITED TO

CHRISTAS T

St. Peter By-the-Lake
Episcopal Church

Q ~ DECEMBER19, 5:00 PM

N
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St. Peter By-the-Lake Enisconai Church
invites you to

on LITT &

28
ADVENT FESTIVAL

DECEMBER 7™ 2025

5:00-7:30P.M.
Join us on an exciting journey as we travel back 2,000 years to -

witness the yearJesus was born in a quaint little town: Then, we'll
~move forward in tig 1€ to visit St. Nack and relgmte the warmth off
SO childhood spirit. Finally we'll embrace ¢ ng magic of |
Christmas as Tt 1S cele

An Interactive Event Including:
. Dinner
o Authentic Food
psd““s( e e Skilled Tradesmen
: Themed Crafts




THE STEWARDSHIP CORNER

As we approach the end of another calendar year, it's a wonderful time to
pause and reflect on the past eleven months. Look back on your “gifts” of
time, talent, and treasure—how you used them, how they blessed others,
and how they enriched your own faith journey.

Did you help Ginia with one of the many fun events she organized for St.
Peter by-the-Lake this year? Maybe you volunteered to teach Sunday
School, pack backpacks, visit someone who was sick, or offer a ride to a
fellow church member who no longer drives. Perhaps your talents were
shared through a prayer shawl lovingly made, a voice lifted in the choir, or
hands tending the beautiful flower beds and gardens on our campus.

And what about your “gifts” of treasure? Did you fill out and fulfill your 2025
pledge card, help purchase the Boston Grand Piano, or support one of the
many ministries here at SPBTL?

Big or small, your gifts are ALL deeply appreciated. Each one is part of what
makes this church such a special place to belong throughout the year. St.
Peter’s is welcoming, active in our community, and continually expanding its
outreach ministries—something to be truly proud of. So from all of us on the
Stewardship Committee: THANK YOU for doing your part to make SPBTL a
wonderful environment to raise children, build friendships, and grow in
relationship with God.

Did time get away from you this year? Guess what—there’s still time to jump
in!

Join us at the Advent Festival on December 7th from 5:00—7:30 PM, or lend a
hand at the Hanging of the Greens on December 13th at 1:00 PM. And of
course, we hope you'll join us for the most joyful celebration of the season:
the Christmas Eve services at 4:00 PM and 11:00 PM, as we welcome the
birth of baby Jesus.

Blessings for a magical Advent and Christmas!

Pamela Weed
Stewardship Committee Member
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DECEMBER

11 — Chad and Julia Wuerdeman
27 — Ross Bulla and Shad Spencer
28 — Leigh Ann and Gary Johnston

30 — Curtis and Jessica Johnson
31— Jacob and Brittany Seminara

1 — Emily Heil

3 — Brady Rinkus

4 — Michael Ridlehoover
4 — Susan Schuman
6 — Jeffrey Moeller
6 — Ellie Rinkus

8 — Jack McCabe

10 — Ava Anzalone
10- David Cole

10 — Tobias Rui

11 — Matt Taylor

14 — Greta Gustis
16 — David Prouty
17 — Kina Cartee

18 — Tara Mikitarian
20 — Rene Sliwoski
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23 — Georgia Rummage
23— Tom Weed

25 — Lisa Anzalone

25 — Carol Buteau

26 — Cathy Coleman

27 — Jack Dwyer

27 — Chuck Hunter

27 — Chris Ireland

28 — Vickie Levi

29 — Eugene Grant

29 — Peggy Sayres

29 — Deanna Tanner
30- Abbey Heil

30 — Patricia Houser

30 — Jeanne Sloup

31— Brooklyn Seminara



The Rev. Dr. Ronald B. Taylor, Rector Kate D’Amato

704-618-7213 (cell) Parish Administrator
Canismajorm41@yahoo.com kate@spbtl.com
David Wilcox Sherree Brady
Organist/Director of Music Finance Administrator

music@spbtl.com financeadmin@spbtl.com

Ginia Edwards Jim Heil
Director of Christian Formation Treasurer
gedwards@spbtl.com jheill64@yahoo.com

Senior Warden — Jessica Gustis
Junior Warden — Stephanie Heil
Tracey Engel
Pat Higbie
Gary Jarvis
Connie Mathis
Bill Reid
Mary Sansbury
Pamela Weed
Clerk of the Vestry: Daphne Wagner
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CHRISTMAS FLOWER
AND WREATH
DONATION FLYER

Please indicate below how you would like your
names listed in the Christmas bulletin. Make your
check payable to “St. Peter’s Altar Guild” & put
‘Christmas flowers’ in the memo.

Return the form and check to the Parish
Administrator’s mailbox no later than Wednesday,
December 17, in order to be printed in the
Christmas bulletins.

Your Name

My

1 Memory Of:

AN

Any amount received in excess of amount
needed, will be placed in the Clergy
Discretionary Fund.
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