The Episcopal Church of
St. Peter by-the-Lake

The 19" Sunday after Pentecost

October 4, 2026
8:30 AM & 10:30AM Holy Eucharist

Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent; for this is the house of God.
Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord speak to you;
after the service (and during the peace) speak to one another.

The Ten Best Ways to Live

Both our Old Testament lesson and Psalm for today extol the greatness, and the beauty,
of God’s laws and love. In the Exodus reading, the relationship between Yahweh and Israel
that began with Abraham culminates in the giving of the ‘Decalogue’, or Ten
Commandments. Israel had been chosen and redeemed by God, who now gives them the gift
of ‘Torah’ — the instructions that will not only shape their lives, but enable them to respond
to God’s redemptive love. More accurately translated as the ‘ten words’, the first four
commandments deal with our relationship with God, and the remaining six deal with our
relationships with our fellow human beings.

Many times, when explaining God’s laws to children, instead of calling them the Ten
Commandments, I'll use the phrase “The ten best ways to live.” | don’t know who first coined
that phrase, but my wife Karen taught it to me, and it’s a wonderful way to introduce the
concept of God’s laws to young children. And as we enter our annual Stewardship season
this year, it’s a great time to remind ourselves of the love and responsibilities that we have
to both the Lord, and our neighbors near and far.

Faithfully,

Father Ron



The Liturgy of the Word
PRELUDE May God bless you during this time of quiet reflection and personal prayer.

OPENING VOLUNTARY Andante from Sonata IV — Felix Mendelssohn

ENTRANCE All Creatures of Our God and King Hymnal 400 (1,2,3,7)
GENERAL ACCLAMATION BCP pg. 355
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen

The Collect for Purity BCP 355

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

8:30 am: Celebrant: Lord have mercy BCP Pg. 356
People:  Christ have mercy
Celebrant: Lord have mercy

The Gloria (10:30 am) Hymnal S 280
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you
thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father, Amen

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to
give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy,
forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for
which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our
Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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The First Lesson Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20
Reader: A reading from the book of Exodus.

Then God spoke all these words: | am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me.

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven
above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not
acquit anyone who misuses his name.

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all your
work. Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the
Lord your God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery.

You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male
or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the
mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, and said to
Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will die.”
Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put
the fear of him upon you so that you do not sin.”

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 19:1-8, 14

Jerome Webster Meachen (b. 1930)
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1 The heavens declare the glory of God, *
and the firmament shows his handiwork.
2 One day tells its tale to another, *
and one night imparts knowledge to another.



3 Although they have no words or language, *
and their voices are not heard,

4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, *
and their message to the ends of the world.

5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; *
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.

6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens
and runs about to the end of it again; *
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.

7 The law of the LORD is perfect
and revives the soul; *
the testimony of the LORD is sure
and gives wisdom to the innocent.
8 The statutes of the LORD are just
and rejoice the heart; *
the commandment of the LORD is clear
and gives light to the eyes.

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight, *
O LoRrD, my strength and my redeemer.

The Second Lesson Philippians 3:4b-14
Reader: Areading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians.

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have more: circumcised on the
eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born
of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to
righteousness under the law, blameless.

Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More
than that, | regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and | regard them as
rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness
of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the



righteousness from God based on faith. | want to know Christ and the power of his
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if
somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead.

Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but | press on
to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, | do not
consider that | have made it my own; but this one thing | do: forgetting what lies
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, | press on toward the goal for the
prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

The Sequence Hymn: O Christ, the Great Foundation Songbook 172
The Gospel (standing) Matthew 21:33-46
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard,
put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it
to tenants and went to another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his
slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat
one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the
first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying,
‘They will respect my son.” But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves,
‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So they seized him,
threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard
comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those
wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give
him the produce at the harvest time.”

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:
‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’?

Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a
people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be
broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”



When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he
was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds,
because they regarded him as a prophet.

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Kid Chat Children's Sermon
Preschool - 5th grade released for Kingdom Kids
The Sermon The Rev. Dr. Ron Taylor

The Nicene Creed (standing) BCP pg. 358

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate:
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.



The Prayers of the People Form IV BCP pg. 387
(said responsively by celebrant and congregation)

Deacon or other leader: Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace;
that we may honor one another and serve the common good. Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We pray for all indigenous people, especially the Cherokee and Catawba nations, that
in bonds of kinship and strength we may be good stewards of God’s creation. Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in
them, and love one another as he loves us. Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

For all young people, growing in the faith of Christ, and passing it on to generations
yet to come. Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and
hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.



Confession and Absolution BCP pg. 360
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Leader and People:
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

Announcements

The Liturgy of the Table
The Offertory O Sing unto the Lord a New Song — James Ward, arr. Heather Sorenson
O sing unto the Lord a new song, sing unto the Lord all the earth.
Declare his glory among the nations, his wonders among all people,
Proclaim his salvation day by day.
The Lord is great and greatly to be praised. He is above all other gods,
Praise the Lord with a new Hallelujah, praise him with a new Amen.
Sing a new song unto the Lord our God! O sing unto our God!

At the Presentation (8:30) All things come of thee, O Lord.
And of thine own have we given thee.
Doxology Hymnal 380, stanza 3
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 8



The Bidding Prayer

Celebrant: This is the table of our Lord, Jesus Christ. It is made ready for all. So,
come, you who have much faith and you who have little, You who have been here
often and you who have not been here long, You who have tried to follow and those
who struggle to find the path. Come, because it is God who invites you. It is God’s will
that those who desire to do so should meet God here.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Eucharistic Prayer C) BCP pg. 369
Sursum corda — S-120 (10:30am)

| Presider Assembly
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. (spoken 8:30am)
People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant: God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and
praise.

People: Glory to you for ever and ever.

Celebrant: At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar

space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island
home.



People: By your will they were created and have their being.

Celebrant: From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and
blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we
turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.
People: Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Celebrant: Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages
you revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son,
born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.
People: By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.

Celebrant: And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with
prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have
looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:

SANCTUS $-129
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Music: Robert Powell {b. 1932). Setting: Copyright © Church Publishing Inc.
The people kneel or sit.
Celebrant: And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new
people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your
Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and
gave it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me."
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After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This
is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of
thanksgiving,
Celebrant and People: We celebrate his death and resurrection,

as we await the day of his coming.

Celebrant: Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
Sarah, Rachel, and Rebekah; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to
see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming
to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal.
Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we
may worthily serve the world in his name.

Celebrant and People: Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread

Celebrant: Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High
Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and
worship, from generation to generation. AMEN.

Danish 3-fold (10:30)
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

THE LORD’S PRAYER BCP 364

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
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The Fraction Anthem
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Administration of the Sacrament
Communion of the People
Communion Hymn | Come with Joy Hymnal 304

Post Communion Prayer (Celebrant and People) BCP pg. 365
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

Sending Hymn: Be Thou My Vision Hymnal 488
The Dismissal BCP pg. 366
Celebrant: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

Closing Voluntary: The Heavens Declare the Glory of God - Benedetto Marcello

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Pat Higbie

With Happy Birthday wishes to Bill in heaven and forever in our hearts.
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SPBTL NEWS AND EVENTS
CENTERING PRAYER 10AM, Meets in the parlor every Wed. Please join us!

COFFEE HOUR Sign up in Fotinos Hall or call the office.

MUSIC MINISTRY: Chancel Choir practice “Wednesdays at 7pm and Handbell Choir
rehearsals Wednesday at 6pm.

REGISTER NOW FOR VALLE CRUCIS!! DON'T WAIT, You don’t want to miss out!

CLICK HERE to Register. Or visit our website and look under ‘CHRISTIAN FORMATION’ and click
‘VALLE CRUCIS REGISTRATION’ Or Fill out a hard copy form found in Fotinos Hall! There is
even one on the next page!!We make it SO easy for you! Questions about the Parish Retreat
Weekend? See Matt or Jessica Gustis, or Fr. Ron.

Jean Hatley 90th Birthday Celebration Please join us as we celebrate Jean's 90th
birthday! All are welcome to help celebrate this special milestone as Jean is surrounded
by family, friends, and her church family. Saturday October 10th at 2:00 pm in Furr Hall.
Please RSVP by 10/1 to Lindsay Hatley (text)980-429-8636 or email
Lindsm79@yahoo.com so they can plan accordingly.

CPR Classes at SPBTL The Mission Outreach Team will be hosting CPR classes on
November 7. These classes are fundraisers for a local non-profit organization called
“Eyes of lan Project”. For background, in 2011, lan Maddox was an 8yr old student at
Pumpkin Center who died because he didn’t get CPR quickly enough. So Lincoln County
residents Kevin Johnson and his wife started “Eyes of lan Project”.

The project supports a group of American Heart Association instructors who volunteer
their time to offer classes for staff at all Lincoln County Schools. The course offering is
free of cost for the school system. Staff are taught and demonstrate proper technique in
performing compressions, giving breaths, using an AED, and choking prevention. Upon
completion, staff are certified in Basic Life Support Skills.

To offset costs, Kevin and his wife offer an abbreviated (non-certification) class to
community organizations such as churches, businesses, and scouts groups at a nominal
fee/donation of $10/person. These are the classes to be offered at SPBTL on Nov 7t
Two hour-long classes will be held, one at 2pm and another at 3pm. Each class has a
maximum of 15 participants. If you are interested, sign up using this link CLICK HERE
Or Contact Pat Racz or Kate at the office to sign you up. Please contact Pat Racz with
any questions at pat.racz01@gmail.com or 704-748-3327.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS —- Please check your calendars in advance so we don’t have missing
servants. We will see these Special Servants next week, 10/11/26:

8:30 AM 10:30 AM

Chalice Bearer - Michele Moss Chalice Bearers - Diane Davis, Scott Major
Ushers - Helen Lungwitz Ushers - Jim Racz, Mike Scaglione
Acolytes - Cathy Hiney Acolytes - Bonnie Grant, Ava Prouty
Reader - Susan Schuman Reader - Christine Scaglione

LLR - Jim Bowden
Livestream - Beth Lunney, Cha Wuerdeman

)

@ PARISH RETREAT MISSION OUT-
Give.the Kids REACH SUPPLY LIST

45 Minutes of

Y our Tim e Supporting the schools in Valle Crucis
Help our parish grow
the next generation in faith.

Crayola Markers
Paper Towels
Bottled Water
Loose Leaf Paper
1lin. Binder
Ticonderoga Pencils

Serve the Lord. Encourage a child. Strengthen our parish. Sandwich& Gallon Ba g gi es
Colored Pencils
Clorox Wipes
Hand Sanitizer
Tissue
Pocket Folders
Pink Erasers
Composition Notebooks
Amazon Gift Card For Teachers

Scan QR Code
for Amazon
wish list!!




to 5t. Peters gift entry screen.

PayPal

Please use the “NOTE” field to indicate where the giftis
to be directed (pledge, tithe, flowers, etc.)

BOUNCY HOUSE- ~ * \ L D W can QR code
PELICANS SNOW |

) __ tosignupto
BALLS - GIFT @ “' A ‘Gﬁng! g |

ENTRY el
FALL FEST

8433 Fairfield Forest Road
Denver, NC 28037

Advent Season will be starting in a few weeks, and we are

looking forward to celebrating the birth of our savior, Jesus ' -»-.......—,.l»
Christ. We are starting preparations to publish the 26th edi-

tion of the Advent Devotional. We would really like to have %

you participate by writing a devotion about memorable past \A;g%
Christmases / traditions, Advent Season thoughts, and fa- =
vorite scriptures.

One of the things that makes our Advent devotional so special is that it comes
from the hearts and faith experiences of our own parish family. As we read a
different reflection each day, we are reminded of the many ways God is working
in the lives of those around us, enriching our own Advent journey. . So please
take a few moments and write a devotion. It does not have to be long or a
“Biblical Epistle”, just from you ! This year we would like to make an extra special
request to help your children write a devotion also ! Devotions written by our
youth are “special” and enriches our Advent experience. Please complete and
submit by November 11". If you have any questions, please contact us. (704)
663-9004. Jeanne & Bud Hawkins




The Episcopal Church of St. Peter by-the-Lake
8433 Fairfield Forest
Denver, North Carolina 28037 (704-483-3460)
https://www.saintpeterbythelake.net/

Jesus Christ, Head of the Church
Ministers: All members of the Church
The Rt. Rev. José A. McLoughlin, Bishop
Rector: The Rev. Dr. Ron Taylor
Assisting Priest: The Rev. Nick McDonald
Christian Formation Director: Ginia Edwards
Director of Music: David Wilcox
Director of Music Emeritus: Leigh Ann Johnston
Licensed Lay Reader: Libby Motto
Chalice Bearers: Kathleen Wiley, John and Michelle Stewart
Ushers: Steve & Cathy Hiney, Dick Lunney, Duane Rinkus
Acolytes: Michele Moss, Madison Ireland, Audrey Prouty
Readers: Michele Moss, Brian Stone
Altar Guild Team 1 — Ann & Jim Bowden, Sherree Brady, Vickie Jordan, Gloria Reid,
Frances Smith, Katie Hamby
Livestream Tech: Beth Lunney, Cha Wuerdeman

Coffee Hour:

THE VESTRY
Senior Warden — Stephanie Heil
Junior Warden — Mary Sansbury

Pat Higbie, Steve Hiney, Gary Jarvis,
Connie Mathis, Michelle Moss, John
Stewart

Clerk of the Vestry: Daphne Wagner

| MISSION STATEMENT:

< BE DISCIPLES:
K’Q ENGAGE THE WORLD
|

THE STAFF
The Rev. Dr. Ronald B. Taylor, Rector
canismajorm41@yahoo.com
The Rev. Nick McDonald, Assisting Priest
nickmcd@spbtl.com
Ginia Edwards, Director of Christian Formation
gedwards@spbtl.com
David Wilcox, Director of Music
music@spbtl.com
Kate D’Amato, Parish Administrator
kate@spbtl.com
Sherree Brady, Finance Administrator
financeadmin@spbtl.com
Jim Heil, Treasurer

jheill64@yahoo.com 16
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