The Episcopal Church of
St. Peter by-the-Lake

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 28, 2025
Holy Eucharist Rite II: 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM

Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent; for this is the house of God.
Before the service, speak to the Lord; during the service, let the Lord speak to you;
after the service (and during the peace) speak to one another.

The Parable of the Rich Man & Lazarus

We've heard this parable from Luke’s Gospel many times, perhaps, but like the distance
between Earth and our nearest galactic neighbor Andromeda, its vastness might evade us as
well. The rich man, who is given no name in the story, is not so much a stand-in for the evil
aristocracy as he is an ‘everyman’, and every-person. He is, like any of us, ensconced in a
world in which he presumes to play a starring role. Everything, it seems, exists for him to
feast upon or ignore as he so chooses. And if there is a beggar at the gates of his
consciousness, he couldn’t say; he has either ignored that person or never stepped out to
look for them in the first place. When faced with the vastness of creation, both its suffering
and its beauty, this rich man has only seen it as a backdrop to his own picturesque existence,
against which he consumes experiences.

If, on the other hand, he had ever dared to step out beyond himself, to be dazzled and
dismayed by the impossible scale of that which he cannot understand or control or consume,
then he would have found Lazarus right there waiting — one who ‘does’ have a name; one
who is not an abstraction, but a living truth, deep and real as a canyon or galaxy. And in so
doing, the rich man might have discovered his own true name as well, his own true self,
which can only ever be discerned in one’s relationship to the whole. But his tragedy — and
potentially ours — is that this does not happen. (The Rev. Phil Hooper — Sermons that Work)

Faithfully,

Father Ron



The Liturgy of the Word

Opening Voluntary: Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow — Fred Bock
Opening Hymn: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” Hymnal 390
GENERAL ACCLAMATION BCP pg. 355
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen

The Collect for Purity BCP pg. 355
Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from

you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

8:30 am: Celebrant: Lord have mercy BCP Pg. 356
People: Christ have mercy
Celebrant: Lord have mercy

The Gloria (10:30 am) Hymnal S 280
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you
thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father, Amen

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of
your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly
treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.



The First Lesson Jeremiah 32:1-33, 6-15
Reader: A reading from the Book of the prophet Jeremiah.

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the tenth year of King Zedekiah of Judah,
which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar. At that time the army of the king of
Babylon was besieging Jerusalem, and the prophet Jeremiah was confined in the court of the
guard that was in the palace of the king of Judah, where King Zedekiah of Judah had confined
him.

Jeremiah said, The word of the Lord came to me: Hanamel son of your uncle Shallum is going
to come to you and say, "Buy my field that is at Anathoth, for the right of redemption by
purchase is yours." Then my cousin Hanamel came to me in the court of the guard, in
accordance with the word of the Lord, and said to me, "Buy my field that is at Anathoth in
the land of Benjamin, for the right of possession and redemption is yours; buy it for yourself."
Then | knew that this was the word of the Lord.

And | bought the field at Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel, and weighed out the money to
him, seventeen shekels of silver. | signed the deed, sealed it, got witnesses, and weighed the
money on scales. Then | took the sealed deed of purchase, containing the terms and
conditions, and the open copy; and | gave the deed of purchase to Baruch son of Neriah son
of Mahseiah, in the presence of my cousin Hanamel, in the presence of the witnesses who
signed the deed of purchase, and in the presence of all the Judeans who were sitting in the
court of the guard. In their presence | charged Baruch, saying, Thus says the Lord of hosts,
the God of Israel: Take these deeds, both this sealed deed of purchase and this open deed,
and put them in an earthenware jar, in order that they may last for a long time. For thus says
the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Houses and fields and vineyards shall again be bought in
this land.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



PSALM 91:1-6, 14-16

Jerome Webster Meachen (b, 1930)
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1 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, *
abides under the shadow of the Almighty.
2 He shall say to the Lord,
"You are my refuge and my stronghold, *
my God in whom | put my trust."

3 He shall deliver you from the snare of the hunter *
and from the deadly pestilence.
4 He shall cover you with his pinions,
and you shall find refuge under his wings; *
his faithfulness shall be a shield and buckler.

5 You shall not be afraid of any terror by night, *
nor of the arrow that flies by day;
6 Of the plague that stalks in the darkness, *
nor of the sickness that lays waste at mid-day.

14 Because he is bound to me in love,
therefore will | deliver him; *
| will protect him, because he knows my Name.

15 He shall call upon me, and | will answer him; *
| am with him in trouble;
| will rescue him and bring him to honor.
16 With long life will | satisfy him, *
and show him my salvation.



The Second Lesson 1 Timothy 6:6-19
Reader: A reading from the First Letter of Paul to Timothy.

There is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; for we brought nothing into
the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; but if we have food and clothing, we will
be content with these. But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped
by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For
the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have
wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains.

But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
endurance, gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to
which you were called and for which you made the good confession in the presence of
many witnesses. In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus,
who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, | charge you to keep
the commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ,
which he will bring about at the right time-- he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the
King of kings and Lord of lords. It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in
unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal
dominion. Amen.

As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to set
their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with
everything for our enjoyment. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous,
and ready to share, thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for
the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



The Sequence Hymn: “If Only | Had Known”
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Text: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, copyright © 2007 by The Institute for Faith and Learning at Baylor University

(Children Preschool—5th grade may leave for Kingdom Kids)

The Gospel (standing)

Reader:
People:

Luke 16:19-31

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who
feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus,
covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich
man's table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. The poor man died and
was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was



buried. In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far
away with Lazarus by his side. He called out, "Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and
send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for | am in agony
in these flames.' But Abraham said, "Child, remember that during your lifetime you
received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is
comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all this, between you and us a great
chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot
do so, and no one can cross from there to us.' He said, "Then, father, | beg you to send
him to my father's house-- for | have five brothers-- that he may warn them, so that
they will not also come into this place of torment.' Abraham replied, ‘They have
Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.' He said, "No, father Abraham;
but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' He said to him, "If they
do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if
someone rises from the dead."

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Dr. Ron Taylor
The Nicene Creed (standing) BCP pg. 358

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate:
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People Form IV BCP pg. 388

(said responsively by celebrant and congregation)

Deacon or other leader: Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace;
that we may honor one another and serve the common good. Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We pray for all indigenous people, especially the Cherokee and Catawba nations, that in
bonds of kinship and strength we may be good stewards of God’s creation. Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in
them, and love one another as he loves us. Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

For all young people, growing in the faith of Christ, and passing it on to generations yet
to come. Silence



Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and
hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled;
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.  Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

Confession and Absolution BCP pg. 360
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Leader and People:

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
you in eternal life. Amen.



The Peace
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

Announcements

The Liturgy of the Table
The Offertory Praise Him — Craig Courtney

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Praise God in his sanctuary. Praise him for his mighty acts.
Praise him in his firmament of power.

Praise him according to His excellent greatness.

Praise him!

| will extol the Lord my God,

And | will bless His name forever.

Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised.
The Lord is righteous and holy.

The Lord is gracious and kind,

Full of compassion, slow to anger.

His tender mercies are over all his works.
The Lord is good to all. Praise Him!

© Beckenhorst Press 1989, 1990 Onelicense A-742587

At the Presentation

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God all creatures here below,
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts,

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Hymnal 380
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The Bidding Prayer

Celebrant: This is the table of our Lord, Jesus Christ. It is made ready for all.
So, come, you who have much faith and you who have little,
You who have been here often and you who have not been here long,
You who have tried to follow and those who struggle to find the path.
Come, because it is God who invites you.
It is God’s will that those who desire to do so should meet God here.

ENRICHING OUR WORSHIP EUCHARISTIC PRAYER ONE

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People:  And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People:  We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It isright to give our thanks and praise.
(The celebrant continues)

Celebrant: It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God,

source of life and fountain of mercy. You have filled us and all creation with your
blessing and fed us with your constant love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and
knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you replenish us and call us to fullness of life.

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every
generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
(the people may kneel or sit)

Celebrant: Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life, You
formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the
world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your
bountiful grace.
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But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; We would not see
your goodness in the world around us; And so we violated your creation, abused one
another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the
way of salvation for all people.

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us
from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, And raised up prophets to renew your
promise of salvation.

Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus.
Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving
himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of
freedom and life.

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he
had given thanks to you, He broke it, and gave it to his friend, and said: “Take eat: This
is my body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks,
He gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of the new
covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Celebrant: Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from
your creation this bread and this wine. By the Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body
and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled
with the Holy Spirit, and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting
heritage of your daughters and sons, That with ( and) all your saints,
Past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, To you be
honor, glory, and praise, For ever and ever. AMEN.
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Danish 3-fold (10:30)
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.

People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
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Administration of the Sacrament

Communion of the People
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Communion Hymn ‘On Eagle’s Wings’ Songbook 81

Post Communion Prayer (Celebrant and People) BCP pg. 365

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

Recessional Hymn: “God of Grace and God of Glory” Hymnal 594
The Dismissal BCP pg. 366
Celebrant: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

Closing Voluntary:  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty —Johann Walther

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Bonnie and Gene Grant in
celebration of their 28th wedding anniversary .
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SPBTL NEWS AND EVENTS

CENTERING PRAYER 10AM, Meets downstairs every Wed. Please join us!
COFFEE HOUR Sign up in Fotinos Hall or call the office.

MUSIC MINISTRY: Chancel Choir rehearsals, Wednesday 7PM in the Nave. Handbell
Choir rehearsals Wednesdays @ 6:00 PM downstairs in the choir room.

HESED HOUSE OF HOPE, our only Lincoln County shelter for the unhoused, has some year
round needs. Interested in helping with a donation? List of items needed are on green sheets
next to mailboxes. Thanks, Claire Tracy

ROADSIDE CLEANUP: October 4th @ 8am Creation Care Roadside Cleanup Fairfield Forest
Road. Meet at 8am in the parking lot across the street from the Food Lion on Fairfield Forest
Road. SUPPLIES: Bags, gloves, pickup devices, and reflective safety vests will be provided but
you are welcome to bring your own. CONTACT: Michelle Stewart (704) 661-6007 or
mzstewart@bellsouth.net with question or to volunteer. Or see the Sign up Genius on the
Weekly Blast.

COFFEE WITH THE CLERGY is back! Gather in Fr. Ron’s office at 9:30am on Sunday mornings
for a relaxed, casual conversation based on questions you may have regarding faith, church,
and society. We hope you can join us!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS —- Please check your calendars in advance so we don’t have
missing servants. We will see these Special Servants next week, 10/5/25:

8:30 AM

Chalice Bearer— Sherree Brady
Usher— Mike & Angela Matousek
Acolyte - Cathy Hiney

Reader - Jennifer Baker

10:30 AM

Chalice Bearers— Scott Major, Beckye Smith
Ushers - Roger Simpson, Dick Lunney
Acolytes - Madison Ireland, Beckett Rinkus
Reader - Matt Gustis

Lay Reader - Diane Davis

' Paypa’ Livestream - Walter Smith, Cha Wuerdeman

Scan the QR Code with your phone — this will take you directly to St.
Peter’s gift entry screen.
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The Episcopal Church of St. Peter by-the-Lake
8433 Fairfield Forest
Denver, North Carolina 28037 (704-483-3460)
https://www.saintpeterbythelake.net/

Jesus Christ, Head of the Church
Ministers: All members of the Church
The Rt. Rev. José A. McLoughlin, Bishop
Rector: The Rev. Dr. Ron Taylor
Christian Formation Director: Ginia Edwards
Director of Music: David Wilcox
Director of Music Emeritus: Leigh Ann Johnston
Licensed Lay Reader: Emeka Eziri
Ushers: Emily Gentry, Kathy Campbell, Joe Anzalone
Chalice Bearers: Kathleen Wiley, John & Michelle Stewart
Acolytes: Michele Moss, Zachary Ireland, Isabelle Dalton
Readers: Libby Willis, Cyndi Jarvis
Altar Guild Team 4 — Beckye Smith, Karen Horne, Pamela Weed, Jenny Hunter, Chuck
Hunter, Scott Major, Emily Gentry, Kathryn Graham, Patsy Roosa
Bread Guild Team 4: Karen Horne, Cynthia Martin, Pamela Weed
Livestream Tech: Beth & Dick Lunney

Coffee Hour:

THE VESTRY

Senior Warden — Jessica Gustis

Junior Warden — Stephanie Heil
Tracey Engel, Pat Higbie, Gary Jarvis, Connie
Mathis, Bill Reid, Mary Sansbury, Pamela Weed

Clerk of the Vestry: Daphne Wagner

MISSION STATEMENT:

’..\ BE DISCIPLES:
%@ ENGAGE THE WORLD
=

THE STAFF
The Rev. Dr. Ronald B. Taylor, Rector
canismajorm41l@yahoo.com
Ginia Edwards, Director of Christian Formation
gedwards@spbtl.com
David Wilcox, Director of Music
music@spbtl.com
Kate D’Amato, Parish Administrator
kate@spbtl.com
Sherree Brady, Finance Administrator
financeadmin@spbtl.com

Jim Heil, Treasurer
jheill64@yahoo.com
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