
   

The Episcopal Church of   
St. Peter by-the-Lake 

 

The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 16, 2026  

8:30 AM & 10:30AM  Holy Eucharist 

Jesus on the Borderlands 
 
     In the messy and conflicted world of 1st century Israel, Jesus encounters a 
Canaanite woman out on the border between Jewish and Gentile territory. It is a 
profound story of thresholds being crossed, boundaries being propped up and then 
being broken down again. It is a troubling and painful story, but it’s also the story of 
a blessing received through the persistence and faith of a desperate woman. 
     Where are the borderlands of your life and faith? Where have you come up 
against the painful reality of boundaries separating you from others, from God, even 
from your own self? Have you ever felt the pain of misunderstanding and the sting of 
insult that can accompany our best efforts to get to know our neighbors? Have you 
ever come up against the fearful silence of God in the face of a cry for mercy? Our 
Gospel lesson for today knows of these situations in all their depth, in all their pain, 
and in all their confusion. And yet it also knows that when we venture out into the 
borderland, and when we cross the boundaries that separate us one from another; 
we will be transformed. (The Rev. Joseph Pagano – Sermons that Work, 2023) 
 
Faithfully, 
 
Father Ron  

Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent; for this is the house of God. 

Before the service, speak to the Lord;  during the service, let the Lord speak to you; 

after the service (and during the peace) speak to one another. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
  

PRELUDE     May God bless you during this time of quiet reflection and personal prayer. 
 

OPENING VOLUNTARY     Song without Words Op. 38, No. 2 – Felix Mendelssohn  
 

ENTRANCE   O for a thousand tongues to sing   Hymnal 493 
  

GENERAL ACCLAMATION       BCP pg. 355 
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 
 

The Collect for Purity               BCP 355 
Celebrant:   Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 

8:30 am: Celebrant: Lord have mercy      BCP Pg. 356 
  People:      Christ have mercy 
  Celebrant: Lord have mercy 
 

The Gloria (10:30 am)                   Hymnal S 280 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  we worship you, we give you 
thanks, we praise you for your glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  in the glory of God the Father, Amen 
 

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray 
     

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an 
example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, 
and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen.  
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The First Lesson Isaiah 56:1,6-8 
Reader:    A reading from the book of the Prophet  Isaiah. 
 

Thus says the Lord: Maintain justice, and do what is right, 
for soon my salvation will come, and my deliverance be revealed. 
And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, 
to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants, 
all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, and hold fast my covenant-- 
these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; 
for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. 
Thus says the Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 
I will gather others to them besides those already gathered.    
 

Reader:   The Word of the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 133 
1  Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 
 when brethren live together in unity! 
2  It is like fine oil upon the head * 
 that runs down upon the beard, 
3  Upon the beard of Aaron, * 
 and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 
4  It is like the dew of Hermon * 
 that falls upon the hills of Zion. 
5  For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: * 
 life for evermore. 
 
The Second Lesson                 Romans 11:1-2a,29-32 
 

Reader:  A reading from  Paul’s letter to the Romans. 
 

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a 
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his 
people whom he foreknew. 
For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were once disobedient 
to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, so they have now 
been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive 
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mercy. For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Sequence Hymn:  Praise, my soul the King of heaven           Hymnal 410 
 

The Gospel (standing)  Matthew 15:21-28 
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a 
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on 
me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did not answer 
her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps 
shouting after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, “It is 
not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet 
even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered 
her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter 
was healed instantly.  
 

 Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon  The Rev. Dr. Ron Taylor 
  

The Nicene Creed (standing)                       BCP pg. 358 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

   Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate: 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
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On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

The Prayers of the People Form  IV         BCP pg. 387 
(said responsively by celebrant and congregation) 
 

Deacon or other leader: Let us pray for the Church and for the world.  
 
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live 
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.            Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; 
that we may honor one another and serve the common good.           Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for all indigenous people, especially the Cherokee and Catawba nations, that 
in bonds of kinship and strength we may be good stewards of God’s creation.    Silence 
   

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in 
them, and love one another as he loves us.             Silence 
    

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
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For all young people, growing in the faith of Christ, and passing it on to generations 
yet to come.                  Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and 
hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.             Silence 
  

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be 
fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.       
Silence 
   

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 

Confession and Absolution              BCP pg. 360 
Celebrant:    Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Leader and People: 
 Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we have sinned against you 
 in thought, word, and deed, 
 by what we have done, 
 and by what we have left undone. 
 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
 have mercy on us and forgive us; 
 that we may delight in your will, 
 and walk in your ways, 
 to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
 

Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
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Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Peace          
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Announcements   
 

Blessing of the Backpacks, students, teachers & administrators           

                             

The Liturgy of the Table 

The Offertory               Hymn of Promise – Natalie Sleeth   
In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree; 
In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free! 
In the cold and snow of winter there's a spring that waits to be, 
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
 
There's a song in every silence, seeking word and melody; 
There's a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me. 
From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery, 
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
 
In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity; 
In our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity, 
In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory, 
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
At the Presentation  
 

Doxology                         Hymnal 380, stanza 3  
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
 Praise God all creatures here below. 
 Praise God above ye heavenly host. 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
  

The Bidding Prayer   
Celebrant:  This is the table of our Lord, Jesus Christ. It is made ready for all.  So, 
come, you who have much faith and you who have little, You who have been here 



 8 

often and you who have not been here long, You who have tried to follow and those who 
struggle to find the path. Come, because it is God who invites you. It is God’s will that 
those who desire to do so should meet God here.  
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Eucharistic Prayer B)                                         BCP pg. 367 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.    (Preface of the day.)  Therefore we 
praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

SANCTUS   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The people kneel or sit.  
 

Celebrant: We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken 
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these 
last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 
Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to 
stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life.  
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On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he 
took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  
 

Celebrant and People: We remember his death,  
   We proclaim his resurrection,  
   We await his coming in glory;  
 

Celebrant: And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious 
God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the 
Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice,  
that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with [__________ and] all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. By 
him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  
 

People:  AMEN.       
 

And now, as our Savior  Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                       BCP 364
   

Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy Name,  
 Thy kingdom come,  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People:       Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!  
 

The Fraction Anthem 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Administration of the Sacrament  
Communion of the People 
 

Communion Hymn    There is a Balm in Gilead                              Hymnal 678 
                         

Post Communion Prayer (Celebrant and People)             BCP pg. 365 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and   courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of  heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
     

Sending Hymn: Amazing Grace   Hymnal 671 
 

The Dismissal   BCP pg. 366 
Celebrant: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 

Closing Voluntary:      Prelude in G minor – J.S. Bach  
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SPBTL NEWS AND EVENTS 

CENTERING PRAYER 10AM, Meets downstairs every Wed. Please join us! 
 

COFFEE HOUR  Sign up in Fotinos Hall or call the office. 
 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY: Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir rehearsals are taking a break for the 
summer. 
 

SUMMER CHOIR  During the summer months, we will assemble a Gathering Choir each 
Sunday at 9:45AM to learn an easy-to-sing anthem for that same Sunday. Think of it as a Flash 
Mob Choir! Children and Youth are welcome too! Questions – Contact David at 
music@spbtl.com.  
 
 

EPISCOPAL 101— Interested? Curious?   Are you a visitor, a new member, or someone 
who just wants to learn a little more about the Episcopal faith?  Join us August 19th 
from 6—8:30pm for Episcopal 101.   Dinner will be served as well.   
 

Blessings of the Backpacks TODAY!! —Hard to believe it’s that time already!!  Inviting all 
students, teachers, and school staff for a special blessing on August 16th at  either service—
8:30 and 10:30  - Join us for a Blessing of  the Backpacks and start your school year off  with a 
little something special! 
 

REGISTER NOW FOR VALLE CRUCIS!! DON’T WAIT, You don’t want to miss out! 
CLICK HERE to Register.  Or visit our website and look under ‘CHRISTIAN FORMATION’ and 
click ‘VALLE CRUCIS REGISTRATION’ Or Fill out a hard copy form found in Fotinos Hall!  There is 
even one on the next page!!We make it SO easy for you!   Questions about the Parish Retreat 
Weekend? See Matt or Jessica Gustis, or Fr. Ron. 
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS —- Please check your calendars in advance so we don’t have missing 
servants.  We will see these Special Servants next week, 8/23/26:  

8:30 AM    
Chalice Bearer  - Jennifer Baker 
Ushers - Ron & Karen Horne 
Acolytes - Cathy Melesh 
Reader  - Karen Horne 

 
 

10:30 AM 
Chalice Bearers - Diane Davis, ?? 
Ushers - Joe Anzalone, Kathy Campbell 
Acolytes - Zachary Ireland, Grace Finch 
Reader - Ginny Pretty 
LLR   -   Diane Davis 
Livestream - Bill Reid, Andy Halasz 
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The altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Josette Anzalone to the honor and glory 

of God in memory of her wonderful, loving and caring spouse, dad and Grandpa JJ.         

Happy Heavenly Birthday, Joe . 
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Please use the “NOTE” field to indicate where the gift is 
to be directed (pledge, tithe, flowers, etc.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes: 
- Contributions given for support clergy are excluded from Revenue since non-budgeted 
- Paid in full annual pledge contributions received are pro-rated for YTD Revenue 

April YTD Actual Budget Variance YTD 

Revenue $152,156 $159,943 -$7,787 

Expenses $165,812 $159,943 -$5,869 

Net Total -$13,656 $0 -$13,656 
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PARISH RETREAT TO VALLE CRUCIS  
REGISTRATION PAGES  OCTOBER 9-11, 2026 

Please make all payments payable to St. Peter by-the-Lake. Please note ‘parish retreat’ in check memo  
 
Please register your family and/or guests by printing each name and checking the corresponding box. Regis-
tration fees include lodging and Saturday breakfast through Sunday lunch. Fees are $200.00 per adult, 
$100.00 per child (ages 5-11), and free for children under age 5. Please note the age rule must be strictly fol-
lowed. If your child is 5 on October 17th, 2026, they must be paid for. As always, CONFIDENTIAL full and par-
tial scholarships are available to those needing a little extra financial help. To obtain them, please see Fr. Ron. 
 
Guest #1:______________________________________ (adult)  (child)  (infant/toddler) 
 
Guest #2:________________________________________ (adult)  (child)  (infant/toddler) 
 
Guest #3:________________________________________ (adult)  (child)  (infant/toddler) 

(Unless otherwise indicated, we assume that all persons wish to share a room) 
 

Please select your accommodation preference. A committee will evaluate preferences and special requests, 
and prioritize accommodations first on medical/physical needs, and then preference, as availability allows. 
Buildings date from the turn of the 20th century. Accommodations are simple, but comfortable, cozy & clean. 
 
_____(The Inn) has 20 mission style bedrooms. Most rooms have private baths, but 3 rooms share 2 bath-
rooms. The inn features a specious living area, large fireplace, and long porch with rockers overlooking the 
valley. We recommend the Inn for persons with disabilities or difficulty climbing stairs, or for persons who do 
not mind falling asleep a little later, because the Inn’s great room is often host to late-night gatherings ands 
boisterous card games. 
 _____Due to limited mobility or medical reasons, I require a first floor room. 
 _____Due to limited mobility or medical reasons, I prefer a first floor room, but I can 
                             Climb steps to the 2nd or 3rd floors, if necessary. 
 _____If necessary to accommodate special requests by others, I will happily share a bathroom with others. 
_____(The Annex) is a dormitory style accommodation, with 32 beds and 3 full baths. We recommend the 
Annex for persons who are early to bed and early to rise, because activities generally end earlier at the An-
nex, but early breakfast preparations can create some noises in the cafeteria on the 2nd floor. 

 
Dietary issues /requirements (excluding Friday supper) ____________________________________ 
 
$_________________________ TOTAL DUE 
(You may place your payments in the parish/staff mailbox of the Finance Administrator, or mail 
them to St. Peter by-the-Lake, 8433 Fairfield Forest Road, c/o Sherree Brady, Financial Administra-
tor. Payments can also now be sent to St. Peter’s using the parish ‘PayPal’ account). 
 

Questions about the Parish Retreat Weekend? FOR MORE INFO SEE THE FORMS IN FOTINOS HALL 
OR See Matt or Jessica Gustis, or Fr. Ron. 
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The Episcopal Church of St. Peter by-the-Lake 
8433 Fairfield Forest 

Denver, North Carolina  28037 (704-483-3460)   
https://www.saintpeterbythelake.net/ 

THE STAFF 
The Rev. Dr. Ronald B. Taylor, Rector 

  canismajorm41@yahoo.com 

The Rev. Nick McDonald, Assisting Priest 
 nickmcd@spbtl.com 

Ginia Edwards, Director of Christian Formation 
  gedwards@spbtl.com 

David Wilcox, Director of Music 
  music@spbtl.com 

Kate D’Amato, Parish Administrator 
  kate@spbtl.com 

Sherree Brady, Finance Administrator 
  financeadmin@spbtl.com 

Jim Heil, Treasurer 
  jheil164@yahoo.com 

MISSION STATEMENT: 

        BE DISCIPLES:  

        ENGAGE THE WORLD 

Jesus Christ, Head of the Church 
Ministers: All members of the Church 

 The Rt. Rev. José A. McLoughlin, Bishop 
Rector: The Rev. Dr. Ron Taylor 

Assisting Priest:  The Rev. Nick McDonald 
Christian Formation Director: Ginia Edwards 

Director of Music: David Wilcox 
Director of Music Emeritus: Leigh Ann Johnston 

Licensed Lay Reader:  Libby Motto 
Chalice Bearers:  Cathy Melesh, John & Michelle Stewart 

Ushers:  Emily Gentry, Dick Lunney, Sheryn Fletcher 
Acolytes:  Cathy Hiney, Greta Gustis, Michelle Stewart 

Readers:  Susan Schuman, Andy Parton 
Altar Guild Team 3  – Carmen Hatley, Cathy and Tom Grace, Jean Hatley, Jeanne Haw-

kins, Cyndi Jarvis, Nancy Pittinaro, Brandy Rudd, Daphne Wagner, Mary Sansbury 
Livestream Tech:  Zach Edwards, Beth Lunney, Cha Wuerdeman 

Coffee Hour:   Lunney & Saunders 

THE VESTRY 
Senior Warden – Stephanie Heil 
Junior Warden –  Mary Sansbury 
 

Pat Higbie, Steve Hiney, Gary Jarvis, 
Connie Mathis, Michelle Moss, John 
Stewart 
 

Clerk of the Vestry: Daphne Wagner 
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