
   

The Episcopal Church of   
St. Peter by-the-Lake 

 

The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 19th, 2026  

8:30 AM & 10:30AM  Holy Eucharist 

Birth-Pangs of the New Creation from St. Paul 
 
     In our New Testament Lesson for today, the Apostle Paul uses the image of birth 
pangs – a well known Jewish metaphor for the emergence of God’s new age – not 
only of the Church in verse 23 and of the Spirit a couple of verses later but also of 
creation itself. Once again this highlights both continuity and discontinuity. This is no 
smooth evolutionary transition, in which creation simply moves up another gear into 
a higher mode of life. This is traumatic, involving convulsions and contractions in 
which mother and child are parted and become not one being but two. 
 
     But neither is this a rejection of our physicality as though, because the present 
creation is transient and full of decay and death, God must throw it away and start 
again from scratch. No. The very metaphor Paul chose for this decisive moment in his 
argument shows that what God has in mind is not the unmaking of creation or simply 
its steady development, but the drastic and dramatic birth of a new creation from 
the womb of the old. 
(The Rt. Rev. N.T. Wright – Surprised by Hope, 2008) 
 
Faithfully, 
 
Father Ron  

Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent; for this is the house of God. 

Before the service, speak to the Lord;  during the service, let the Lord speak to you; 

after the service (and during the peace) speak to one another. 



 2 

The Liturgy of the Word 
  

PRELUDE     May God bless you during this time of quiet reflection and personal prayer. 
 

OPENING VOLUNTARY     To a Wild Rose (Woodland Sketches)– Edward MacDowell  
 

ENTRANCE  Come, ye thankful people come  Hymnal 290 
 

GENERAL ACCLAMATION       BCP pg. 355 
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 
 

The Collect for Purity               BCP 355 
Celebrant:   Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 

8:30 am: Celebrant: Lord have mercy      BCP Pg. 356 
  People:      Christ have mercy 
  Celebrant: Lord have mercy 
 

The Gloria (10:30 am)                   Hymnal S 280 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  we worship you, we give you 
thanks, we praise you for your glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  in the glory of God the Father, Amen 
 

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray 
     

 Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we ask and our 
ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us those things 
which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we cannot ask; through the 
worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.         Amen.  
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The First Lesson  Genesis 28:10-19a 
Reader:    A reading from the book of Genesis. 
 

As Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. He came to a certain place and stayed 
there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it 
under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up 
on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and 
descending on it. And the Lord stood beside him and said, “I am the Lord, the God of 
Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to 
your offspring; and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread 
abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of 
the earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep 
you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have 
done what I have promised you.” Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely 
the Lord is in this place—and I did not know it!” And he was afraid, and said, “How awesome 
is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 
So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his head and 
set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. He called that place Bethel.   
 

Reader:   The Word of the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 139:1-11, 22-23 
1  Lord, you have searched me out and known me; * 
 you know my sitting down and my rising up; 
 you discern my thoughts from afar. 
2  You trace my journeys and my resting-places * 
 and are acquainted with all my ways. 
3  Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, * 
 but you, O Lord, know it altogether. 
4  You press upon me behind and before * 
 and lay your hand upon me. 
5  Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * 
 it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 
6  Where can I go then from your Spirit? * 
 where can I flee from your presence? 
7  If I climb up to heaven, you are there; * 
 if I make the grave my bed, you are there also. 
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8  If I take the wings of the morning * 
 and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
9  Even there your hand will lead me * 
 and your right hand hold me fast. 
10  If I say, "Surely the darkness will cover me, * 
 and the light around me turn to night," 
11  Darkness is not dark to you; 
 the night is as bright as the day; * 
 darkness and light to you are both alike. 
22  Search me out, O God, and know my heart; * 
 try me and know my restless thoughts. 
23 Look well whether there be any wickedness in me * 

and lead me in the way that is everlasting. 
 

The Second Lesson            Romans 8:12-25 
 

Reader:  A reading from  Paul’s letter to the Romans. 

Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh-- for 
if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the 
deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of 
God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 
received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing 
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of 
God and joint heirs with Christ-- if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be 
glorified with him. 
I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 
glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the 
revealing of the children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its 
own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will 
be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the 
children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains 
until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the 
Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in 
hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is 
seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.   
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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The Sequence Hymn:   Bring Forth the Kingdom            
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The Gospel (standing)  Matthew 13:24-30,36-43 
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus put before the crowd another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was 
asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So 
when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the 
slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed 
in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy 
has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 
But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along 
with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I 
will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, 
but gather the wheat into my barn.’” 

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, 
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one 
who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed 
are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, and the 
enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the 
reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it 
be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out 
of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the 
furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the 
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears 
listen!”   
 

  Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon  The Rev. Dr. Ron Taylor
  

The Nicene Creed (standing)                       BCP pg. 358 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
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begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
   Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate: 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 
The Prayers of the People Form  IV         BCP pg. 388 
(said responsively by celebrant and congregation) 
 

Deacon or other leader: Let us pray for the Church and for the world.  
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live 
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.            Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; 
that we may honor one another and serve the common good.           Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for all indigenous people, especially the Cherokee and Catawba nations, that 
in bonds of kinship and strength we may be good stewards of God’s creation.    Silence 
   

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
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Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in 
them, and love one another as he loves us.             Silence 
    

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

For all young people, growing in the faith of Christ, and passing it on to generations yet 
to come.                  Silence 
  Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and 
hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.              Silence 
  

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; 
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.       Silence 
   

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 
Confession and Absolution              BCP pg. 360 
Celebrant:    Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Leader and People: 
 Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we have sinned against you 
 in thought, word, and deed, 
 by what we have done, 
 and by what we have left undone. 
 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
 have mercy on us and forgive us; 
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 that we may delight in your will, 
 and walk in your ways, 
 to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
 

Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 
you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Peace          
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Announcements                                         

The Liturgy of the Table 

 

The Offertory         You Are My All in All  - Dennis Jernigan  
You are my strength when I am weak 
You are the treasure that I seek 
You are my all in all 
Seeking You as a precious jew'l 
Lord to give up I'd be a fool 
You are my all in all 
 
Chorus 
Jesus Lamb of God worthy is Your name 
Jesus Lamb of God worthy is Your name 
 
Taking my sin my cross my shame 
Rising again I bless your name 
You are my all in all 
When I fall down You pick me up 
When I am dry You fill my cup 
You are my all in all 
 
© 1991 Shepherd's Heart Music, Inc. CCLI License # 22516669 
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At the Presentation  
 

Doxology                  Hymnal 380, stanza 3  
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
 Praise God all creatures here below. 
 Praise God above ye heavenly host. 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

The Bidding Prayer 
Celebrant:  This is the table of our Lord, Jesus Christ. It is made ready for all.  So, 
come, you who have much faith and you who have little, You who have been here often 
and you who have not been here long, You who have tried to follow and those who 
struggle to find the path. Come, because it is God who invites you. It is God’s will that 
those who desire to do so should meet God here.  
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Eucharistic Prayer A)                                         BCP pg. 361 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.    (Preface of the day.)  
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
SANCTUS          S - 129 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.  
 

The people kneel or sit.  
Celebrant:  Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; 
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and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live 
and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, 
a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
    

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread;  and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 
      

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”   Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Celebrant and People:  Christ has died. 
    Christ is risen. 
    Christ will come again. 
Celebrant:  We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice 
of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood 
of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also 
that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom.  
    

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
 

Danish 3-fold (10:30)    And now, as our Savior  Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                       BCP 364
   

Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy Name,  
 Thy kingdom come,  thy will be done,   
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
As we forgive those who trespass against us.  
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And lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People:       Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!  
 
The Fraction Anthem                               
 
                 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Administration of the Sacrament  
 

Communion of the People 
 

Communion Hymn    As the Deer                            Songbook 10
       

Post Communion Prayer (Celebrant and People)            BCP pg. 365 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and  courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of   heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

The Blessing 
     

Sending Hymn: Love divine, all loves excelling  Hymnal 657 
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The Dismissal          BCP pg. 366 
      

Celebrant: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 

Closing Voluntary:         Now Thank We All Our God  –  J.S. Bach 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Sherree Brady 

 in loving memory of her husband Steve on his birthday. 
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Please use the “NOTE” field to indicate where the gift is 
to be directed (pledge, tithe, flowers, etc.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes: 
- Contributions given for support clergy are excluded from Revenue since non-budgeted 
- Paid in full annual pledge contributions received are pro-rated for YTD Revenue 

April YTD Actual Budget Variance YTD 

Revenue $152,156 $159,943 -$7,787 

Expenses $165,812 $159,943 -$5,869 

Net Total -$13,656 $0 -$13,656 
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SPBTL NEWS AND EVENTS 

CENTERING PRAYER 10AM, Meets downstairs every Wed. Please join us! 
 

COFFEE HOUR  Sign up in Fotinos Hall or call the office. 
 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY: Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir rehearsals are taking a break for 
the summer. 
SUMMER CHOIR During the summer months, we will assemble a Gathering Choir each 
Sunday at 9:45AM to learn an easy-to-sing anthem for that same Sunday. Think of it as a 
Flash Mob Choir! Children and Youth are welcome too! Questions – Contact David at 
music@spbtl.com.  
 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS —- Please check your calendars in advance so we don’t have missing 
servants.  We will see these Special Servants next week, 7/26/26:  

8:30 AM    
Chalice Bearer  - Kathleen Wiley 
Ushers - Chad Hamby 
Acolytes - Cathy Melesh 
Reader  - Cathy Melesh 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10:30 AM 
Chalice Bearers - Frances Smith, Mary Sansbury 
Ushers - Jim Racz, Kathy Campbell 
Acolytes - Lillian Finch, ?? 
Reader - Jenny Hunter 
LLR   -   Zoe Jarman 
Livestream - Walter Smith, Cha Wuerdeman 
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The Episcopal Church of St. Peter by-the-Lake 
8433 Fairfield Forest 

Denver, North Carolina  28037 (704-483-3460)   
https://www.saintpeterbythelake.net/ 

THE STAFF 
The Rev. Dr. Ronald B. Taylor, Rector 

  canismajorm41@yahoo.com 

The Rev. Nick McDonald, Assisting Priest 
 nickmcd@spbtl.com 

Ginia Edwards, Director of Christian Formation 
  gedwards@spbtl.com 

David Wilcox, Director of Music 
  music@spbtl.com 

Kate D’Amato, Parish Administrator 
  kate@spbtl.com 

Sherree Brady, Finance Administrator 
  financeadmin@spbtl.com 

Jim Heil, Treasurer 
  jheil164@yahoo.com 

MISSION STATEMENT: 

        BE DISCIPLES:  

        ENGAGE THE WORLD 

THE VESTRY 
Senior Warden – Stephanie Heil 
Junior Warden –  Mary Sansbury 
 

Tracey Engel, Pat Higbie, Steve Hiney, 
Gary Jarvis, Connie Mathis, Michelle 
Moss, John Stewart 
 

Clerk of the Vestry: Daphne Wagner 

Jesus Christ, Head of the Church 
Ministers: All members of the Church 

 The Rt. Rev. José A. McLoughlin, Bishop 
Rector: The Rev. Dr. Ron Taylor 

Assisting Priest:  The Rev. Nick McDonald 
Christian Formation Director: Ginia Edwards 

Director of Music: David Wilcox 
Director of Music Emeritus: Leigh Ann Johnston 

Licensed Lay Reader:  Sherree Brady 
Ushers:  Cathy Hiney, Dick Lunney, Duane Rinkus 

Chalice Bearers:  Jennifer Baker, Patty Duggan, Patrick Duggan 
Acolytes:  Libby Motto, Beckett Rinkus 

Readers:  Jennifer Baker, Stephanie Heil 
Altar Guild Team 3  –  Carmen Hatley, Cathy and Tom Grace, Jean Hatley, Jeanne Hawkins, 

Cyndi Jarvis, Nancy Pittinaro, Brandy Rudd, Daphne Wagner, Mary Sansbury 
Livestream Tech:  Bill Reid, Zack Edwards 

Coffee Hour:   Pat & Jack McCabe 
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