
   

The Episcopal Church of   
St. Peter by-the-Lake 

 

The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
July 12th, 2026  

8:30 AM & 10:30AM  Holy Eucharist 

The Parable of the Sower 
 
     Many interpretations of today’s teaching from Jesus, the parable of the Sower, 
might seem to reinforce the notion of a ‘rugged’ or ‘lonely’ individualism that has it’s 
basis in our own frontier history. Consider this: how many times have you heard this 
familiar parable and wondered, immediately: which type of soil am I? How fruitfully 
have I cultivated the Word? How thorny or rocky have I let myself become? 
     But these are all questions based in individualism. It’s not that they are bad 
questions to ask oneself. Indeed, the second part of the gospel reading, Jesus’ own 
explanation of his teaching, suggests that there is absolutely a personal dimension to 
the story. However; if we are to bridge the spaces between us, then these are not the 
only questions that can be asked of the text. In a society like ours, perhaps there are 
better, more urgent questions to be asked. 
     For example, rather than wondering which type of soil I am, perhaps I might ask, 
what are the conditions in my community, in my society, or in the world that inhibit 
the growth of God’s mission? I might also ask, where have the earth and it’s 
inhabitants been so trampled upon by violence or degradation that no seed could 
ever grow? Because, at the end of the day, it does no good to agree that ‘no person is 
an island’, and yet still interpret the Gospel as a purely individualistic concern. Jesus’ 
whole purpose, which is embedded in parables like the one we hear today, is to mend 
and ultimately transform the social and spiritual landscape shared by all of God’s 
creation. (The Rev. Phil Hooper – Sermons that Work) 
 
Faithfully, 
Father Ron  

Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent; for this is the house of God. 

Before the service, speak to the Lord;  during the service, let the Lord speak to you; 

after the service (and during the peace) speak to one another. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
  

PRELUDE     May God bless you during this time of quiet reflection and personal prayer. 
 

OPENING VOLUNTARY     Andante from Prelude V - Mendelssohn  
 

ENTRANCE  Praise to the Lord, the almighty    Hymnal 390 
 

GENERAL ACCLAMATION       BCP pg. 355 
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 
 

The Collect for Purity               BCP 355 
Celebrant:   Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 

8:30 am: Celebrant: Lord have mercy      BCP Pg. 356 
  People:      Christ have mercy 
  Celebrant: Lord have mercy 
 

The Gloria (10:30 am)                   Hymnal S 280 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  we worship you, we give you 
thanks, we praise you for your glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  in the glory of God the Father, Amen 
 

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray 
     

 O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant that they 
may know and understand what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and 
power faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.        Amen.  
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The First Lesson  Isaiah 55:10-13 
Reader:    A reading from the Prophet Isaiah. 
 

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
and do not return there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, 
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, 
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.   
 

Reader:   The Word of the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 119:105-112 
105 Your word is a lantern to my feet * 
 and a light upon my path. 
106 I have sworn and am determined * 
 to keep your righteous judgments. 
107 I am deeply troubled; * 
 preserve my life, O Lord, according to your word. 
108 Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute of my lips, * 
 and teach me your judgments. 
109 My life is always in my hand, * 
 yet I do not forget your law. 
110 The wicked have set a trap for me, * 
 but I have not strayed from your commandments. 
111 Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * 
 truly, they are the joy of my heart. 
112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 
 for ever and to the end. 
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The Second Lesson            Romans 8:1-11 
 

Reader:  A reading from  Paul’s letter to the Romans. 

There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done 
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the 
just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh 
but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on 
the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the 
things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 
Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to 
God; it does not submit to God's law-- indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh 
cannot please God. 
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in 
you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 
If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ 
from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in 
you.   
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
The Sequence Hymn:   On Christ the Solid Rock             Hymnal 390 
   

The Gospel (standing)  Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 
beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 
sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them 
up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they 
sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were 
scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among 
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and 
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brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with 
ears listen!” 

“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom 
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the 
heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this 
is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person 
has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on 
account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among 
thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of 
wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, 
this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and 
yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”   

 
  Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon  The Rev. Dr. Ron Taylor
  

The Nicene Creed (standing)                       BCP pg. 358 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

   Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate: 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
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With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.  

 
The Prayers of the People Form  III     BCP pg. 387 
(said responsively by celebrant and congregation) 

 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
Silence 
 

The People may add their own petitions. 
 
Confession and Absolution              BCP pg. 360 
Celebrant:    Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
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Leader and People: 
 Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we have sinned against you 
 in thought, word, and deed, 
 by what we have done, 
 and by what we have left undone. 
 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
 have mercy on us and forgive us; 
 that we may delight in your will, 
 and walk in your ways, 
 to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
 

Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Peace          
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Announcements                                         

The Liturgy of the Table 

 

The Offertory         Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet - Amy Grant | Michael W. Smith 
Chorus 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path. 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path. 
 
When I feel afraid, and I think I've lost my way, 
still you're there right beside me. 
Nothing will I fear As long as you are near. 
Please be near me to the end.  (Chorus) 

Verse 2 
I will not forget your love for me, and yet 
my heart forever is wandering. 
Jesus, be my guide and hold me to your 
side; 
I will love you to the end. (Chorus) 
 
© 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company CCLI License 
# 22516669            
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At the Presentation  

Doxology                  Hymnal 380, stanza 3  
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
 Praise God all creatures here below. 
 Praise God above ye heavenly host. 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

The Bidding Prayer 
Celebrant:  This is the table of our Lord, Jesus Christ. It is made ready for all.  So, 
come, you who have much faith and you who have little, You who have been here often 
and you who have not been here long, You who have tried to follow and those who 
struggle to find the path. Come, because it is God who invites you. It is God’s will that 
those who desire to do so should meet God here.  
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Eucharistic Prayer C)                                         BCP pg. 369 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
   

Celebrant:  God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and 
praise.  
People:  Glory to you for ever and ever.  
  

Celebrant:  At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar 
space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.  
People:  By your will they were created and have their being.  
  

Celebrant:  From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed 
us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned 
against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.  
People:  Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.  
    

Celebrant: Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you 
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revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of 
a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.  
People:  By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.  
  

Celebrant:  And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with 
prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have 
looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:  
 
   SANCTUS          S - 129 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The people kneel or sit.  
Celebrant:  And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new 
people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your 
Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and 
gave it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me."  
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This 
is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."  
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of 
thanksgiving,  
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Celebrant and People:  We celebrate his death and resurrection,  
    as we await the day of his coming.  
 
Celebrant:  Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
Sarah, Rachel, and Rebekah; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to 
see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of 
coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for 
renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, 
that we may worthily serve the world in his name.  
Celebrant and People: Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread  
 

Celebrant: Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High 
Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and 
worship, from generation to generation. AMEN.  
Danish 3-fold (10:30)    And now, as our Savior  Christ has taught us, we are bold to 
say,  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                       BCP 364
   

Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy Name,  
 Thy kingdom come,  thy will be done,   
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
As we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People:       Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!  
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The Fraction Anthem                               
 
                 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Administration of the Sacrament  
 

Communion of the People 
 

Communion Hymn    Break thou the bread of life                  Songbook 18
       

Post Communion Prayer (Celebrant and People)            BCP pg. 365 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and  courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of   heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

The Blessing 
     

Sending Hymn: Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing  Hymnal 344 
 

The Dismissal          BCP pg. 366 
      

Celebrant: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 

Closing Voluntary:         Trumpet Tune in D  – David Johnson 
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SPBTL NEWS AND EVENTS 

CENTERING PRAYER 10AM, Meets downstairs every Wed. Please join us! 
 

COFFEE HOUR  Sign up in Fotinos Hall or call the office. 
 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY: Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir rehearsals are taking a break for 
the summer. 
SUMMER CHOIR During the summer months, we will assemble a Gathering Choir each 
Sunday at 9:45AM to learn an easy-to-sing anthem for that same Sunday. Think of it as a 
Flash Mob Choir! Children and Youth are welcome too! Questions – Contact David at 
music@spbtl.com.  
 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS —- Please check your calendars in advance so we don’t have missing 
servants.  We will see these Special Servants next week, 7/19/26:  

8:30 AM    
Chalice Bearer  - Jennifer Baker 
Ushers - Cathy Hiney 
Acolytes - Libby Motto 
Reader  - Jennifer Baker 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God by  

Michelle and John Stewart in honor of their anniversary.  

10:30 AM 
Chalice Bearers - Diana Mushill, Frances Smith 
Ushers - Dick Lunney, Duane Rinkus 
Acolytes - Zachary Ireland, Beckett Rinkus  
Reader - Zoe Jarman 
LLR   -   Sherree Brady 
Livestream - Bill Reid, Zack Edwards 
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Please use the “NOTE” field to indicate where the gift is 
to be directed (pledge, tithe, flowers, etc.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes: 
- Contributions given for support clergy are excluded from Revenue since non-budgeted 
- Paid in full annual pledge contributions received are pro-rated for YTD Revenue 

April YTD Actual Budget Variance YTD 

Revenue $152,156 $159,943 -$7,787 

Expenses $165,812 $159,943 -$5,869 

Net Total -$13,656 $0 -$13,656 
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The Episcopal Church of St. Peter by-the-Lake 
8433 Fairfield Forest 

Denver, North Carolina  28037 (704-483-3460)   
https://www.saintpeterbythelake.net/ 

THE STAFF 
The Rev. Dr. Ronald B. Taylor, Rector 

  canismajorm41@yahoo.com 

The Rev. Nick McDonald, Assisting Priest 
 nickmcd@spbtl.com 

Ginia Edwards, Director of Christian Formation 
  gedwards@spbtl.com 

David Wilcox, Director of Music 
  music@spbtl.com 

Kate D’Amato, Parish Administrator 
  kate@spbtl.com 

Sherree Brady, Finance Administrator 
  financeadmin@spbtl.com 

Jim Heil, Treasurer 
  jheil164@yahoo.com 

MISSION STATEMENT: 

        BE DISCIPLES:  

        ENGAGE THE WORLD 

THE VESTRY 
Senior Warden – Stephanie Heil 
Junior Warden –  Mary Sansbury 
 

Tracey Engel, Pat Higbie, Steve Hiney, 
Gary Jarvis, Connie Mathis, Michelle 
Moss, John Stewart 
 

Clerk of the Vestry: Daphne Wagner 

Jesus Christ, Head of the Church 
Ministers: All members of the Church 

 The Rt. Rev. José A. McLoughlin, Bishop 
Rector: The Rev. Dr. Ron Taylor 

Assisting Priest:  The Rev. Nick McDonald 
Christian Formation Director: Ginia Edwards 

Director of Music: David Wilcox 
Director of Music Emeritus: Leigh Ann Johnston 

Licensed Lay Reader:  Cyndi Jarvis 
Ushers:  Ronnie Rudd, Joe Anzalone, Roger Simpson 

Chalice Bearers:  Cathy Melesh, Beckye Smith, Mary Sansbury 
Acolytes:  Cathy Melesh, Freya & Greta Gustis 

Readers:  Libby Willis, Diana Mushill 
Altar Guild Team 2  –  Jill McPeak, Betsy Clements, Marge Fairbanks, Cathy Melesh, Michele 

Moss, Karen Taylor, Claire & Bob Tracy, Diana Mushill, Rene Sliwoski, Tricia Wagner 
Livestream Tech:  Bill Reid, Beth Lunney 

Coffee Hour:   Bob & Claire Tracy 
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