
   

The Episcopal Church of   
St. Peter by-the-Lake 

 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
June 21, 2026     

8:30 AM & 10:30AM  Holy Eucharist 

The Presence & Peace of God 
 
     Sometimes in life, Christians will suffer for the sake of conscience. Those who pick 
up the cross and follow Jesus will know what it means to be ostracized, marginalized, 
and even persecuted. In the midst of this, there is an inward peace that passes all 
understanding that both strengthens and comforts us in such times. The 2nd century 
quote below reflects that reality beautifully: 
 
     “Be more zealous than you are now. Learn to understand the times. Expect him to 
come who is above time, the timeless one, the invisible one who became visible for our 
sake, the one beyond suffering who came to suffer for us, who in every way endured 
for our sake. 
     Toil together, fight, run, suffer, rest, and rise up together as God’s stewards, 
companions of his table, and his servants! Please him who is your master…Let none of 
you desert the flag! Let your baptism be your armor, faith your helmet, love your 
spear, patience your weapon.” 
(St. Ignatius of Antioch in a Letter to St. Polycarp – 120 A.D.) 
 
Faithfully, 
 
Father Ron  

Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent; for this is the house of God. 

Before the service, speak to the Lord;  during the service, let the Lord speak to you; 

after the service (and during the peace) speak to one another. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
  

PRELUDE     May God bless you during this time of quiet reflection and personal prayer. 
 

OPENING VOLUNTARY     Adagio from Sonata in C# minor – Beethoven  
 

ENTRANCE  Come, thou fount of every blessing  Hymnal 686 
 

GENERAL ACCLAMATION       BCP pg. 355 
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 
 

The Collect for Purity               BCP 355 
Celebrant:   Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 

8:30 am: Celebrant: Lord have mercy   BCP Pg. 356 
  People:      Christ have mercy 
  Celebrant: Lord have mercy 
 

The Gloria (10:30 am)                   Hymnal S 280 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  we worship you, we give you 
thanks, we praise you for your glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  in the glory of God the Father, Amen 
 

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray 
     

O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy Name, for you never fail to 
help and govern those whom you have set upon the sure foundation of your loving-kindness; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever.       Amen.  
 



 3 

The First Lesson   Jeremiah 20:7-13  

Reader:  A reading from the prophet  Jeremiah . 
 
 

O Lord, you have enticed me, and I was enticed; 
you have overpowered me, and you have prevailed. 
I have become a laughingstock all day long; everyone mocks me. 
For whenever I speak, I must cry out, 
I must shout, "Violence and destruction!" 
For the word of the Lord has become for me 
a reproach and derision all day long. 
If I say, "I will not mention him, or speak any more in his name," 
then within me there is something like a burning fire 
shut up in my bones; 
I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot. 
For I hear many whispering:  
"Terror is all around! 
Denounce him! Let us denounce him!" 
All my close friends are watching for me to stumble. 
"Perhaps he can be enticed, 
and we can prevail against him, 
and take our revenge on him." 
But the Lord is with me like a dread warrior; 
therefore my persecutors will stumble, 
and they will not prevail. 
They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. 
Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten. 
O Lord of hosts, you test the righteous, 
you see the heart and the mind; 
let me see your retribution upon them, 
for to you I have committed my cause. 
Sing to the Lord; 
praise the Lord! 
For he has delivered the life of the needy 
from the hands of evildoers. 
 

Reader:   The Word of the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 
1 Bow down your ear, O Lord, and answer me, * 

for I am poor and in misery. 
2 Keep watch over my life, for I am faithful; * 

save your servant who puts his trust in you. 
3 Be merciful to me, O Lord, for you are my God; * 

I call upon you all the day long. 
4 Gladden the soul of your servant, * 

for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
5 For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, * 

and great is your love toward all who call upon you. 
6 Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer, * 

and attend to the voice of my supplications. 
7 In the time of my trouble I will call upon you, * 

for you will answer me. 
8 Among the gods there is none like you, O Lord, * 

nor anything like your works. 
9 All nations you have made will come and worship you, O Lord, * 

and glorify your Name. 
10 For you are great; you do wondrous things; * 

and you alone are God. 
16 Turn to me and have mercy upon me; * 

give your strength to your servant; 
and save the child of your handmaid. 

17 Show me a sign of your favor, 
so that those who hate me may see it and be ashamed; * 
because you, O Lord, have helped me and comforted me. 

 
The Second Lesson               Romans 6:1b-11 
Reader:  A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans. 
 

Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no means! How can we 
who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been 
buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with 
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him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that 
the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For 
whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we 
will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die 
again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once 
for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead 
to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.      
 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
The Sequence Hymn:   O Master, let me walk with thee      Hymnal 660 
   
The Gospel (standing)         Matthew 10:24-39 
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said to the twelve disciples, “A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave 
above the master; it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like 
the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will 
they malign those of his household! 

“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and 
nothing secret that will not become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the 
light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those 
who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul 
and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall 
to the ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 
So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. 

“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge 
before my Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny 
before my Father in heaven. 

“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring 
peace, but a sword. 

For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, 
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 
and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 
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Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever 
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take 
up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.” 

 
  Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon  The Rev. Dr. Ron Taylor
  

The Nicene Creed (standing)                       BCP pg. 358 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

   Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate: 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.  
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The Prayers of the People Form  III                   BCP pg. 387 
(said responsively by celebrant and congregation) 
 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
Silence 
 

Confession and Absolution               BCP pg. 360 

Celebrant:    Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Leader and People: 
 Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we have sinned against you 
 in thought, word, and deed, 
 by what we have done, 
 and by what we have left undone. 
 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 



 8 

 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
 have mercy on us and forgive us; 
 that we may delight in your will, 
 and walk in your ways, 
 to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
   

Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 
you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Peace          
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Announcements                                         

The Liturgy of the Table 

 

The Offertory   This Little Light of Mine – arr. John Helgen      
    

At the Presentation  

Doxology                  Hymnal 380, stanza 3  
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
 Praise God all creatures here below. 
 Praise God above ye heavenly host. 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

The Bidding Prayer 
Celebrant:  This is the table of our Lord, Jesus Christ. It is made ready for all.  So, 
come, you who have much faith and you who have little, You who have been here often 
and you who have not been here long, You who have tried to follow and those who 
struggle to find the path. Come, because it is God who invites you. It is God’s will that 
those who desire to do so should meet God here.  
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Eucharistic Prayer C)                                         BCP pg. 369 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
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Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
   

Celebrant:  God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.  
People:  Glory to you for ever and ever.  
  

Celebrant:  At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar 
space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.  
People:  By your will they were created and have their being.  
  

Celebrant:  From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed 
us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned 
against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.  
People:  Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.  
    

Celebrant: Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you 
revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a 
woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.  
People:  By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.  
  

Celebrant:  And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with 
prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked 
to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:  
 

SANCTUS                         S - 129 
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The people kneel or sit.  
 

Celebrant:  And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new 
people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your 
Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and 
gave it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me."  
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This 
is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."  
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of 
thanksgiving,  

Celebrant and People:  We celebrate his death and resurrection,  

    as we await the day of his coming.  
 
Celebrant:  Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
Sarah, Rachel, and Rebekah; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to 
see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of 
coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for 
renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, 
that we may worthily serve the world in his name.  
Celebrant and People: Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread  
 

Celebrant: Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High 
Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and 
worship, from generation to generation. AMEN.  
 
Danish 3-fold (10:30)   And now, as our Savior  Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                       BCP 364
   

Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy Name,  
 Thy kingdom come,  thy will be done,   
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
As we forgive those who trespass against us.  
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And lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People:       Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!  

The Fraction Anthem                               

 
                 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Administration of the Sacrament  
 

Communion of the People 
 

Communion Hymn    When I survey the wondrous cross    Hymnal 474 
       

Post Communion Prayer (Celebrant and People)            BCP pg. 365 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and  courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of   heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

The Blessing 
     

Sending Hymn: I love to tell the story    Songbook 43 
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The Dismissal          BCP pg. 366 
      

Celebrant: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
   

Closing Voluntary:         Prelude in d minor - Bach  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Michelle and John 

Stewart in celebration of Taylor’s Birthday.  

PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE 

Check out the July & August Special Servant Schedule 
and compare to your vacation schedule.    

The sooner we know to find a sub, the easier that  
will be!  Or better yet, swap with another servant for 

an available week!!   
THANK YOU!! 
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SPBTL NEWS AND EVENTS 

CENTERING PRAYER 10AM, Meets downstairs every Wed. Please join us! 
 

COFFEE HOUR  Sign up in Fotinos Hall or call the office. 
 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY: Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir rehearsals are taking a break for the 
summer. 
SUMMER CHOIR During the summer months, we will assemble a Gathering Choir each Sunday 
at 9:45AM to learn an easy-to-sing anthem for that same Sunday. Think of it as a Flash Mob 
Choir! Children and Youth are welcome too! Questions – Contact David at music@spbtl.com.  
 

 

East Lincoln Community Chorus and Orchestra 
June 25 & 26 | 7:00 PM and June 28 | 3:00 PM      Unity Presbyterian Church  
Honoring the 250th Anniversary  (Semiquincentennial) of independence on July 4, 2026,  
marking 250 years since the Declaration of Independence was signed in 1776.  
 
Boomers Group Outing  PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS !!!   Friday, June 26th  
St Peter’s “Boomers” Group Outing         WHAT:  CELEBRATE AMERICA’S 250TH BIRTHDAY !!!    
An Evening With The CHARLOTTE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA at the McGuire Nuclear Station’s 
Energy Explorium  ARRIVAL TIME:  6:45 - 7:00 PM  (CONCERT STARTS AT 8:30 PM)  
We hope you join us at the Charlotte Symphony’s Summer Pops Concert Series  and enjoy  
picnic munchies, favorite beverages,  and socializing before concert begins. The program will 
consist of classical and pops favorites.   Bring chairs, snacks, & bug spray and join us. We plan 
on arriving around 6:45 - 7:00 PM and sitting near front on right side of venue by the lake. 
 Contact Bud or Jeanne Hawkins with any questions  (704 663-9004  /  9027) 
budhawkins@charter.net                                     PS: You Do Not Have To Be A Boomer To Attend. 
If You Are Younger, Come See If You Can “Keep Up With Us” !!! 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS —- Please check your calendars in advance so we don’t have missing 
servants.  We will see these Special Servants next week, 6/28/26:  

8:30 AM    
Chalice Bearer—Cathy Melesh 
Ushers - Ron & Karen Horne 
Acolytes - Cathy Melesh 
Reader - Karen Horne 

 
 

10:30 AM 
Chalice Bearers—  Diane Davis, Sheryn Fletcher 
Ushers - Diana Mushill, David Plyler 
Acolytes - John Stewart,  
Reader—John Stewart 
LLR  —   Libby Motto 
Livestream - Beth Lunney, Zach Edwards 
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Please use the “NOTE” field to indicate where the gift is 
to be directed (pledge, tithe, flowers, etc.) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes: 
- Contributions given for support clergy are excluded from Revenue since non-budgeted 
- Paid in full annual pledge contributions received are pro-rated for YTD Revenue 

April YTD Actual Budget Variance YTD 

Revenue $152,156 $159,943 -$7,787 

Expenses $165,812 $159,943 -$5,869 

Net Total -$13,656 $0 -$13,656 
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The Episcopal Church of St. Peter by-the-Lake 
8433 Fairfield Forest 

Denver, North Carolina  28037 (704-483-3460)   
https://www.saintpeterbythelake.net/ 

THE STAFF 
The Rev. Dr. Ronald B. Taylor, Rector 

  canismajorm41@yahoo.com 

The Rev. Nick McDonald, Assisting Priest 
 nickmcd@spbtl.com 

Ginia Edwards, Director of Christian Formation 
  gedwards@spbtl.com 

David Wilcox, Director of Music 
  music@spbtl.com 

Kate D’Amato, Parish Administrator 
  kate@spbtl.com 

Sherree Brady, Finance Administrator 
  financeadmin@spbtl.com 

Jim Heil, Treasurer 
  jheil164@yahoo.com 

MISSION STATEMENT: 

        BE DISCIPLES:  

        ENGAGE THE WORLD 

THE VESTRY 
Senior Warden – Stephanie Heil 
Junior Warden –  Mary Sansbury 
 

Tracey Engel, Pat Higbie, Steve Hiney, 
Gary Jarvis, Connie Mathis, Michelle 
Moss, John Stewart 
 

Clerk of the Vestry: Daphne Wagner 

Jesus Christ, Head of the Church 
Ministers: All members of the Church 

 The Rt. Rev. José A. McLoughlin, Bishop 
Rector: The Rev. Dr. Ron Taylor 

Assisting Priest:  The Rev. Nick McDonald 
Christian Formation Director: Ginia Edwards 

Director of Music: David Wilcox 
Director of Music Emeritus: Leigh Ann Johnston 

Licensed Lay Reader:  Anthony Beeker 
Ushers:  Emily Gentry, Claire Tracy, Dick Lunney 

Chalice Bearers:  Sherree Brady, Frances Smith, Sheryn Fletcher 
Acolytes:   , Isabelle Dalton, Jack Dwyer 
Readers:  Sherree Brady, Frances Smith 

Altar Guild Team 3  –  Carmen Hatley, Cathy and Tom Grace, Jean Hatley, Jeanne    
Hawkins, Cyndi Jarvis, Nancy Pittinaro, Brandy Rudd, Daphne Wagner, Mary Sansbury 

Livestream Tech:  Bill Reid, Beth Lunney 
Coffee Hour:   Father’s Day Brunch 
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