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SACRAMENTS: They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the house
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Cal tk;le P;:m: Officeialcas s In observance of New Year’s, the office will be closed on
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My dear friends in Christ,

I pray that you all had a joyful and truly blessed New Year’s Day celebration. On Christmas
Day, we rejoiced in the mystery of God’s love made visible as we celebrated the birth of Jesus—
His coming into the world, His birthday among us.

Today, on the Solemnity of the Epiphany, our celebration widens and deepens. We rejoice not
1 only that Christ has come, but that He has come for all.

The word Epiphany comes from the Greek meaning manifestation or revelation. It reminds us that
in Jesus, God reveals His saving love to every nation, every people, every heart. The journey of
the Magi from the East, guided by the star, brings this truth to life. Their encounter with the
Holy Child, held by Mary and protected by Joseph, was not meant for them alone—it was
meant for the whole world. Jesus is not the Savior of a few; He is the Savior of all.

In today’s Gospel, we hear that the Magi brought gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. These
were precious offerings, but even more meaningful was the gift of their hearts—their faith, their
trust, and their willingness to seek the truth no matter how far the journey.

Each time we gather for the Eucharist, we too encounter Christ in a new Bethlehem. Here, the
Lord gives Himself to us—His love, His mercy, His very life. And as we come before Him, an
important question is placed before our hearts: What gift are we bringing to Him? On
Christmas, God gave us the greatest gift of all—His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. On the Feast of
the Epiphany, we are invited and challenged to respond. What do we offer in return? Our faith?
Our time? Our forgiveness? Our desire to change and grow closer to Him?

The Gospel tells us that after encountering Christ, the Magi returned to their homeland by an-
other way. This detail is rich with meaning. Their meeting with the Savior transformed them.
They could not go back the same way they came. They had been changed, inspired, and sent
forth with a new purpose.

My friends, when we encounter Christ in the Eucharist, does it transform us? Does it inspire us
to go out and proclaim, by our words and our lives, that the Savior has been born? Our world
today is filled with darkness—loneliness, fear, division, despair, and uncertainty. Many people
wake up each day burdened by these realities, wondering when it will all end.

Our wortld is in need of saving. Our wortld is in need of hope. People are searching for a star to
follow—something, or someone, who will lead them to light and life. We are called to be that
star. Through acts of forgiveness, compassion, joy, and love, we can lead others to the Savior
of the wotld.

As we conclude this Christmas season, I want to extend a heartfelt thank you to all who helped
make our celebrations so beautiful—through your service, your generosity, your talents, and
your faith. May the light of Christ, revealed at Epiphany, continue to shine through each one of
us.

In Chirist,
Fr. Geoffrey




CONFIRMATION
THIS WEEK for Grades 7 to 12
For attendance or questions, please contact

your child's teachers as soon as possible. Schedules are
available from https://campsite.bio/ymsjcpinole. For
specific questions, contact Teena Posas - Youth Minis-
try Director at 510-741-4900 extension 1010 or by
email tp.sjcpinole@gmail.com.
** MIDDLE SCHOOL MINISTRY (7th & 8th gr)
- Everyone attends the Sunday 5 PM Mass on January
11 and goes to the assigned area after the music ends to
check in for attendance. REMINDER: Parents and stu-
dents need to follow our MANDATORY traffic rules
to keep everyone safe! This group returns to their class-
room on Wed. January 14. Class is from 6:30 to 7:45
PM. Students must BRING their book bag of sup-
plies. Questions, contact Ms. Diona or Mr. Marwin.
** YOUTH FIRST COMMUNION (2nd yr, 7th
and up) - Everyone attends the Sunday 5 PM Mass on
January 11 and goes to the assigned area after the music
ends to check in for attendance. REMINDER: Parents
and students need to follow our MANDATORY traffic
rules to keep everyone safe! This group returns to their
classroom on Wed. January 14. Class is from 6:30 to
7:45 PM. Students must BRING their book bag of sup-
plies. Questions, contact Ms. Cecilia.
** YOUTH MINISTRY (Ist yr, 9th to 12th gr) -
Everyone attends the Sunday 5 PM Mass on anuary 11
and goes to the assigned area after the music ends to
check in for attendance. We return to class on Monday
January 12. Class is from 6:30 to 8:10 PM. Questions,
contact the Youth Ministry Director.
** CONFIRMATION (2nd yr, 10th to 12th gr) -
ALL items for the upcoming retreat were due on De-
cember 7th. The retreat is January 9 to 11 for all candi-
dates. Candidates must be at the church on January 9 at
3:10 PM; the bus will leave on time. Questions, contact
your teachers. REMINDER: Pre-approval for the re-
quired Works of Mercy projects is ongoing; vis-
it https://campsite.bio/ymsjcpinole.
GRIEF SUPPORT:
An Evening with Wanda & Jonathan It is on Tuesday

evening from 7pm to 8pm. It is a peer ministry and
drop in session. That means that we are group of peo-

() ple sharing our experience of grief along with

/;f..— _# each other. Being a drop in session means
Y you can come when you can if you are not
able to make it one week that’s okay. You can come the
next week or when you can. Here is the link there is no
password necessary. If you would like to reach out to
Wanda: wandatziemba@gmail.com or
Jonathan: Jonathan lisowski@gmail.com
Join Zoom Meeting
https://ccsf-edu.zoom.us/j/85965778722

Worldwide Marriage Encounter

varshice
marriage

mariegs, “Let us go rejoicing to the house of the

Lord.” Rejoice in your marriage. Attend
the next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experi-
ence on March 4-6, 2026 in Danville, April 10-12, 2026
in Zephyr Point NV or May 1-3, 2026 in San Juan Bau-
tista. Go to www.wwme.org to find the Experience that
is just right for youl!

“Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; he
This Advent make
the decision to grow in your marriage by attending the

will prepare your way before you.”

next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience on
March 4-6, 2026 in Danville, April 10-12, 2026 in Zeph-
yr Point NV or May 1-3, 2026 in San Juan Bautista. Go
to www.wwme.org to find the Experience that is just
right for youl!

Remembrance Candle

November is the traditional month of
remembrance of our loved ones who have
gone before us. Candles can be renewed for
the next yearly period (November 1, 2025 to
October 31, 2026) by visiting the Parish Center and
submitting your dedication.

Stay Connected!
Follow us on Social Media

©)

qmgim

@stjosephchurchpinole

Find us on:
facebook.

YouTube




TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading: Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your
light has come, the glory of the Lord shines upon you.
(Is 60:1)
Psalm: Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.
(Ps 72)
Second Reading: It was not made known to people in
other generations as it has now been revealed to his
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that the Gen-
tiles are coheirs, members of the same body. (Eph 3:5
-6)
Gospel: “Where is the newborn king of the Jews?
We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him
homage.” (Mt 2:2)

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF
JANUARY 04, 2026

Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13/Eph 3:2-
3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12
Monday: 1 Jn 3:22-4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a/Mt 4:12-17,
23-25
Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8/Mk 6:34-44
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13/Mk 6:45-
52
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19-5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and
15bc, 17/1k 4:14-22a
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-
20/1Lk 5:12-16
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and
6a and 9b/Jn 3:22-30

PRAYERS FOR OUR MILITARY
SERVICE MEMBERS & FAMILIES
Air Force- Gino Dela Rosa, Niko Dela
Rosa, Jenna Keomany, Maxine Lucas, Alan
Serrano, Chris Trias, Julian Trias
Army- Angel Caliz, Shawn Bets Chart,
Andrew Fontejon, Darryl Jason Garcia, Jack
Moneymaker, Justine RB Sangui, Benjamin Serrano,
Darren Espeleta
Coast Guard- Meagan Toomey
Navy-Terrence Bauer, Austin Bressler, Leslie Lag
Damen, Carlo Evangelista, Dean Trias, Jasmin Trias
National Guard- Rebecca Sabatini,
Marines- Carlos Aguilera, Richard Antonucci, Joseph
Belman, Julian Chan, Carlo Spampinato, Pedro Mazar
Egos, Jacob Rudis
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Ron Acuna, Sally Aguilera, Virginia P. Alday, Jeannette
Alm, Harper Ananyev, Dan Aquino, Joseph Avalos,
Kristal Librato Baughn, Gil Bautista, William Black,
Larry Burkhart, Diane Butson, Dennis Chattell, Pamela
Chong, Laura Corona, Kevin Coughlin, Patria &
Manolito Crizaldo, Erin Curry, Ludelia Datlag,

Virgilio de la Vega, Marietta Domingo, Denise Elias,
Elizabeth Espanola, Aurora Fronda, Mary Ellen Gillis,
Flor Gonzalez, Alexandra Gorgoletis, Elam & Claire
Goundar, Alicia Guzman, Ceretta Morgan Hardin, Bill
Harper, Michael Edward Rossi, Jeff M. Ibrahim, Joe
Knoblauch, Tony Lagasca, Jack Lam, Jerin Lazaro,
Ethan Benjamin Layne, Paulette Lemmon, Xavier
Manga Lindan, Antonio Lopez, Joseph Magaoay,
Imelda F. Magat, Flor Malicsi, Nida Monzon, Jaime
Ocampo, Ruby Ochoa, Severina Olivito, Claudette
Peters, Jenna Peters, Maria Isabal Perez, Leticia F.
Poblete, Patricia Rangel, Connie Ibara Ramirez,
Deborah Reyna, Jim Richards, Flo Rodich, Lee
Rondeau, Edwin Salgado, Lolita Santos, Romeo Santos,
Leo Sendaydiego, Helene Staniszewski, Tim & Tom
Taliaferro, Bernard F. & Abrahim S. Trinidad, Joseph S.
Trinidad, Jeffrey Tayag, Yolanda Tayag, Joy Wi, Peter
Wongworavit

MASS INTENTION
Saturday, Dec. 27, 2025

9:00AM Norma Cabaya %

Maureen Cheung
4:30PM Hetla Vincent Gilliken
6:00PM Felicidad Saibia (106 Birthday)
Sunday, Dec.28, 2025
8:00AM Phero Ba Nguyen
10:00AM Lenor & Mark Calin
12:00PM Peter David St. Onge
5:00PM Parishioners of St. Joseph

Monday, Dec. 29, 2025

9:00AM Travis Story - B-Day
Juan Gallo,St. ¥

Tuesday, Dec. 30, 2025

9:00AM Remy Fontejon (Birthday)
Flora Bernal (Birthday)

Wednesday, Dec. 31, 2025

9:00AM Family Le Nguyen (Thanksgiving)
Deceased Menezes Family
5:00PM Parishioners of St. Joseph

Thursday, January. 01, 2026

9:00AM Vela Family (Thanksgiving)

12:00PM Trinidad Tapit

Friday, January. 02, 2026

9:00AM The Family Le Nguyen (Thanksgiving)
Jay Ferrado ¥

Saturday, January. 03, 2026

9:00AM Maria Belen Delos Angeles W
Jay R Yambao

4:30PM Parishioners of St. Joseph

6:00PM Emilia and Jorge Paz w




St. Joseph School What is Happening at St.
g Learning through Faith, Service, and Community Ioseph SChOOl

A Christmas Prayer from the St. Joseph School
Community

Loving God, on this holy Christmas season, we thank
You for the gift of Your Son, Jesus, our Light and our
Hope. As we gather with family, friends, and our parish
community, open our hearts to the wonder of His birth.
Fill our homes with peace, our minds with gratitude,
and our lives with charity and joy.
Bless all parishioners of St. Joseph and the families we
serve. May the example of the Holy Family inspire us to
live with faith, patience, and love. Strengthen us in times
of challenge, guide us in moments of decision, and help
us carry Christ’s light into the world.
May this Christmas renew our spirits, deepen our trust
in Your care, and draw us closer to You and to one an-
other. We ask this in the name of Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Amen.
Applications for the 2026-2027 School year at
St. Joseph School is now open for Preschool,
Junior Kindergarten, Kindergarten through
8th grades.
Tell your friends and family about the wonderful school
that teaches the heart, mind and spirit.

Pass along this opportunity to your Family and
Friends: https://www.yumraising.com/store/winter-
2025-st-josephs-christmas-2025-fundraiser-cfdf
VanRie6559
Check out our website for the latest happenings at the
school at stjosephpinole.org and https://
www.facebook.com/StJosephSchoolPinole/

Click Here to check out our Alumni News
Puchase a brick to support St. Joseph School and
help “build” community!

When you sponsor a brick, it can be personalized
with words and images reflecting your experience
at St. Joseph, including sports and other cherished
activities.

You can also personalize a brick in honor of a loved
one who has a St. Joseph connection.

The bricks will be placed in the Middle School quad
to be viewed for years to come. All bricks will be
made of clay, and the same size, color, and font of
the already existing bricks in the quad. All verbiage
will be approved by the administration before the
engraving is ordered. Three lines of 20 characters
each can fit on the brick.

7, Remember Your
Offerings

SUNDAY COLLECTION
DECEMBER 13 & 14
SUNDAY § 19,668

FAITH FORMATION $§ 1,434

Due to early bulletin submission, the totals for last
Sunday’s collection are not available at this time.

Thank you for your Generous Contribution
ONLINE GIVING

* Safety. In times when there are concerns about expo-
sure to disease or spreading of a virus, Online Giving is
a convenient option to continue to support your church
and its mission. Whether you are attending weekly ser-
vice at the church or worshipping at home, your vital
support can still happen regardless of where you are.
* Forget your envelope? Use Online Giving to keep up
on offertory. Click on the Online Giving link, it’s quick
and easy. Your support throughout the year helps sus-
tain our church.
Make giving easier. Visit your church website on your
mobile device, click the Online Giving link, and begin

giving. Your support throughout the year helps sustain
our church. Manage gifts. Another easy way to manage
your church giving is with Online Giving. You can
manage your giving or give a one-time gift right from
your phone. Visit our church website and click the
Online Giving link and register with our church. Your
support during the year helps sustain our church.

Q

worldwide .
marrlage
encounter

Merry Christmas! Christ is the
reason for the Season. World-
wide Marriage Encounter can
help you make your marriage
Christ-centered. Attend a Worldwide Marriage En-
counter Experience on March 4-6, 2026 in Danville,
April 10-12, 2026 in Zephyr Point NV or May 1-3, 2026
in San Juan Bautista. Go to www.wwme.org to find the

Experience that is just right for you!

We wish you all a blessed New Year! Make the best
decision this year for your marriage by attending a
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience on March 4
-6, 2026 in Danville, April 10-12, 2026 in Zephyr Point
NV or May 1-3, 2026 in San Juan Bautista. Go to
www.wwme.org to find the Experience that is just right

for youl!




OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF
JANUARY 04, 2026
Sunday: The Epiphany of the Lord
Monday: St. John Neumann, Bishop
Tuesday: St. André Bessette, Religious
Wednesday: St. Raymond of Penyafort, Priest

LAS CONMEMORACIONES DE LA SEMANA
DEL 04 DE ENEROO2026
Domingo: Dia de la Epifania del Sefior
Lunes: San Juan Neumann, obispo
Martes: San André Bessette, religioso
Miércoles: San Raimundo de Pefiafort, sacerdote

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR
THE WEEK
The journey of the Magi reflects how treacherous our
Christian life on earth can be. Always, evil works against

us Satan lays traps. He sows confusion. May we, like the
Magi, recognize the will of God as our guiding star.

VIVIR LA LITURGIA - INSPIRACION DE LA
SEMANA
Las noticias del Mesfas inquietaron a Herodes. Vemos

claramente su ansiedad en el Evangelio de hoy. Después
de todo, esto es lo que Cristo ha venido a hacer. Ha ve-
nido a sacudir las cosas. ¢Estamos preparados para ser

inquietados?

WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC LIFE
EXPILAINED

The Three Wise Men

Question:

Magi, Three Kings, Three Wise Men...who were they?
Answer:

We sing songs, give gifts, and move three mysterious
men into our manger scenes. There’s a rich heritage in
the Catholic Church of celebrating the magi, but their
origins are steeped in mystery. The original Greek calls
these men agoi. The word is translated elsewhere in
Scripture to mean “magician,” but a similar word was
used in ancient history to describe an entirely different
set of people altogether. In what is now modern-day
Iran, the ruling empire had a wealthy priestly caste
known as the Magi. At the time of Christ, the Magi
formed one of the ruling councils of the Parthian Em-
pire. These priests interpreted dreams and read the stars
to anticipate major events that could affect the fortunes
of the empire.

We’re not exactly sure where the magi of the Gospels
traveled from. Matthew simply says “the east.” History

tells us that the ancient
regions of Persia, Assyria,
and Babylon all had a
magi priesthood at the
time of Christ. Whichev-
er region they hailed
from, they likely traveled
over one thousand miles
over the course of several months to arrive at the Holy
Family. Unfortunately for the classic song, there is no
concrete evidence these men were themselves kings,
though they did bear gifts “from afar” at the prompting
of their astronomical calculations.

¢POR QUE HACEMOS ESO? - VIDA CATOLI-
CA EXPLICADA

Los Reyes Magos
Pregunta:
Los Magos, Los Tres Reyes, Los Tres Reyes Magos...
¢Quiénes eran?
Respuesta:
Cantamos canciones, damos regalos y llevamos a tres
hombres misteriosos a nuestras escenas de pesebre. Hay
una rica herencia en la Iglesia Catolica de celebrar a los
Reyes Magos, pero sus origenes estan llenos de misterio.
El griego original llama a estos hombres #agoz. La pala-
bra se traduce en otras partes de las Escrituras para sig-
nificar "mago", pero una palabra similar se us6 en la
historia antigua para describir a un grupo completamen-
te diferente de personas. En lo que hoy es Iran, el impe-
rio gobernante tenfa una rica casta sacerdotal conocida
como los Reyes Magos. En la época de Cristo, los Reyes
Magos formaron uno de los consejos gobernantes del
Imperio Parto. Estos sacerdotes interpretaban los sue-
fos y lefan las estrellas para anticipar acontecimientos
importantes que podrian afectar la fortuna del imperio.
No estamos exactamente seguros de dénde viajaron los
magos de los Evangelios. Mateo simplemente dice "el
oriente". La historia nos dice que las antiguas regiones
de Persia, Asiria y Babilonia tenfan un sacerdocio de
magos en la época de Cristo. Independientemente de la
region de la que provinieran, probablemente viajaron
mas de mil millas en el transcurso de varios meses para
llegar a la Sagrada Familia. Desafortunadamente para la
cancion clasica, no hay evidencia concreta de que estos
hombres fueran reyes, aunque si trajeron regalos "desde
lejos" a instancias de sus calculos astronémicos.




ST. PATRICK’S RODEO GIFT SHOP

Just a reminder that St. Patrick's Rodeo has a Gift Shop
managed by the Altar Society and is open after all
Masses on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month. We
have a supply of Jubilee items including keychains, mag-

nets and some jewelry. We will also have personalized
angel ornaments for sale. Please stop by and see our
other religious items. ALL proceeds go toward provid-
ing needed items for the church.

St. Joseph Volunteers

Volunteers must have a current Safe Environment Cer-
tificate on file in the office. If you have not done Virtus
before or need to renew go to VirtusOnline.org to fulfill
this requirement. If you need to confirm the renewal of
your Virtus certification or please email Aura at
am.sjcpinole@gmail.com .

TASTING »

WITH

ool

ation per Tasting

on-Tasting Attendees)

Who we are

..a volunteer based nonprofit
organization dedicated to
reducing the number of
women and babies dying
during pregnancy and
childbirth

Why support us?

Through us you enable
midwives to improve their care Supported by

No mother should die when giving life !

for pregnant women, help > KorC l{nights Of

mothers to present at a skilled
facility for a safe birth and
avoid deadly emergencies. In
other words:

You can save lives!
literally!

Columbus’

Council 13765, Pinole. C

LIFE MATTERS

INTERNATIONAL
t 2021

To learn more, .
join or support us: Did you know?

Every day 5-7 women die in the
Philippines from preventable causes
related to pregnancy and childbirth!
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Dimensions 0 $10

510.525.5656

1081 Eastshore Hwy (Between Buchanan and Gilman)

! CARMELITA'S CATERING
B |Br#@l BY TRAYS
% i510-260-1932 !

merleespeleta@yahoo.com
Call Me to Cater Your Next Event!

PARISHIONER

CL #788850

ADT-Monitored Home Security

Get 24.Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

ﬁg'l RATE
f;mfmm:«'wﬁv wace L1954

Collision Repair
Body Shop For

““|Nor-Cal Painting

| Est. 1999

Call for FREE ESTIMATE or Color Consultation

510-815-6773

www.nor-calpainting.com
djohnsonncp@yahoo.com

All Insurance
Companies
Familly Ouwned Since 198%
3001 Richmond Pkwy.
Richmond, CA 94806
510-243-1414

www.accurateautobodyinc.com

Free Estimates

Linda & Alfredo Parra

925.382.6710
510.942.5272
WWww.juniorscnr.com
juniorsinc@yahoo.com

* Kitchen & Bathroom Remodel
* Interior & Exterior Painting
* Tile & Wood Flooring
* Popcorn Ceiling Removal
* Plumbing ¢ Electrical * Texturing
* Fence Installation

LICENSE, INSURED AND BONDED

License #1025856

catholicmatch’

California

CatholicMatch.com/CA

Braces | Invisalign

AxelrodeOrthodontics.com |

ORTHODONTICS

| Clear Aligners
NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

510.724.8855

2000 Appian Way #301, Pinole, CA 94564

‘ COMPASS

Patty Hyun

Broker Associate

Lic#01416058

510.823-3956
pattyhyun.com

‘fw

Your Key to Real Estate Success

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™ Juas
$19%
-9

+« Ambulance v Police/Fire
ml“m 800 809 3570 & md- medalert com

Your Path to Home Ownership Starts Here!
MARCELINA MEDRANO THE

NMLS #1058863
510-860-9971

mmedrano@themoneystore.com

Pty

www.marcelinamedranothemoneystore.com ) @marcelina_homeloans

SUPPORT

OUR PARISH

« Family/Friends « GPS & Fall Alert " "‘(\
LET'S GROW
YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Joanne Sullins

jsullins@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 950-9952 x2662

Protect & Grow
Your Income
Leave a Legacy
For Generations
Call NOW to Sign Up for

e

| 2300 Henry Ave, Pinole, CA

PAT PRENDIVILLE

with

Security Pacific
Real Estatée Brokerage

Ear 106"

Workshops (Limited Seating)
Kenneth Cordier
ASSOCIATE LICENSE: 0L24695

0: 650-653-7611 | C: 510-691-0616
cordierkenneth@gmail.com

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS OF YOUR HOME
KNOWLEDGABLE « CARING  EXPERIENCED

DIRECT: 510.851.4663 pprendivil@aol.com

415-485-1500  510-799-4547

CA. Lic # 777189

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

St. Joseph Parish,Pinole, CA A 4C 05-1929



