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Dear Friends in Christ,

It is truly good to be home after a short break following a very busy and blessed Christmas sea-
son!

I am especially excited to share that Tony Melendez—the gifted musician who sang for Pope
Saint John Paul IT during his pastoral visit to the United States more than 30 years ago—will be
coming to our community to lead our Parish Lenten Mission. What a tremendous gift for our
W parish! I am deeply grateful to Olga Villeda, Chair of the Pastoral Council, Myrtle Dawana, and
all the members of the Pastoral Council, for helping to make this possible. I invite you to share
this excitement and to bring your friends and loved ones to these days of prayer, reflection, and
renewal, especially during a time when so many are living with fear and uncertainty.

In these days, as we witness pain, unrest, and deep wounds in our communities and throughout
the world—particularly here in Minneapolis—the Word of God speaks to us with both honesty
and hope.

The prophet urges us: “Seek the LORD, all you humble of the earth... seek justice, seek humili-
ty.” This is not a passive invitation. It calls us to turn our hearts toward God precisely when
fear, anger, and confusion press in on us. Scripture never denies the reality of suffering; it
names it honestly and then shows us a path forward.

God promises to preserve a remnant—a humble and lowly people—who take refuge not in
power, violence, or deceit, but in the name of the Lord. These are people who strive to do no
wrong, tell no lies, and live in a way that allows others to rest without fear. This is the quiet
strength of holiness in a wounded world.

In the Gospel, Jesus looks upon the crowds and proclaims a kingdom that seems upside down
by worldly standards. He blesses the poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek, the merciful,
the peacemakers, and those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. He does not glorify cruelty
or domination. Instead, He assures us that God draws closest to those who grieve, those who
long for justice, and those who work for peace—even at great personal cost.

Today, many are mourning lives lost, trust broken, communities divided. Jesus tells us plain-

ly: they will be comforted. Many hunger and thirst for righteousness—for fairness, dignity, and
healing. Jesus promises they will be satisfied. And to those who choose the difficult and coura-
geous work of mercy and peacemaking, He gives a powerful name: children of God.

As a parish, we are called to respond not with indifference or despair, but with humility, human-
ity, prayer, and courageous love. Let us examine our hearts, listen deeply to the suffering of oth-
ers, reject falsehood and hatred, and recommit ourselves to justice rooted in mercy. May we be a
people who seek refuge in the Lord—and who help make that refuge visible to others.

May the Holy Spirit guide our words, our actions, and our witness in these challenging times.
And may Christ, the Prince of Peace, make us instruments of His healing in a world that longs
for hope.

As always, thank you for being a CHEERFUL GIVER!

In Christ,

Fr. Geoffrey




CONFIRMATION
THIS WEEK for Grades 7 to 12

For attendance or questions, contact your

child's teachers as soon as possible. For specific ques-
tions, contact Teena Posas - Youth Ministry Director at
510-741-4900 ext. 1010 or by

email tp.sjcpinole@gmail.com.

** MIDDLE SCHOOL MINISTRY (7th & 8th gr)
- Wednesday January 28 is a mandatory student-parent
meeting in the CHURCH from 6:30 to 7:45 PM.

This meeting is about the February 7 retreat for our 7th
& 8th grade students. Students must BRING their book
bag of supplies. Questions, contact Ms. Diona or Mr.
Marwin.

** YOUTH FIRST COMMUNION (2nd yr, 7th
and up) - Wednesday January 28 is a mandatory stu-
dent-parent meeting for those in 7th and 8th grade in
the CHURCH from 6:30 to 7:45 PM. This meeting is
about the February 7 retreat for the 7th and 8th grade
students in this class. Students must BRING their book
bag of supplies. YFC students who are in high school
do not come to this meeting; we'll see you at the next
class! Questions, contact Ms. Cecilia.

** YOUTH MINISTRY (Ist yr, 9th to 12th gr) - We
have class on Monday January 26 in the gym. Class is
from 6:30 to 8:10 PM. Questions, contact the Youth
Ministry Director.

** CONFIRMATION (2nd yr, 10th to 12th gr) - We
have class on Sunday January 25, 2:30 to 4:30 pm and
the 5:00 PM Mass with your families. Students must
BRING their book bag of supplies. REMINDER: Pre-
approval for the required TWO Works of Mercy pro-
jects per candidate is ongoing; visit https://
campsite.bio/ymsjcpinole. These projects must be fin-
ished by March 1, 2026. Questions, contact your teach-
ers.

GRIEF SUPPORT:

An Evening with Wanda & Jonathan It is on Tuesday

evening from 7pm to 8pm. It is a peer ministry and
drop in session. That means that we are group of
people sharing our experience of grief along with each
other. Being a drop in session means you can come
when you can if you are not able to make it one week
that’s okay. You can come the next week or when you

(- can. Here is the link there is no pass-

/ . word necessaty. If you would like to
/ - reach out to
_f_"“‘ 'f'i'_“" “_“ A / Wanda: wandatziemba@gmail.com or
Jonathan: Jonathan.lisowski@gmail.com
Join Zoom Meeting
https://ccsf-edu.zoom.us/j/85965778722

Q

worldwide .
marriage
encounter

Worldwide Marriage En-
counter

“Let us go rejoicing to the
house of the Lord.” Re-
joice in your marriage. At-
tend the next Worldwide Marriage Encounter ~ Expe-
rience on March 4-6, 2026 in Danville, April 10-12,
2026 in Zephyr Point NV or May 1-3, 2026 in San Juan
Bautista. Go to www.wwme.org to find the Experience
that is just right for youl!

“Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; he
This Advent make
the decision to grow in your marriage by attending the

will prepare your way before you.”

next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience on
March 4-6, 2026 in Danville, April 10-12, 2026 in Zeph-
yr Point NV or May 1-3, 2026 in San Juan Bautista. Go
to www.wwme.org to find the Experience that is just
right for youl!

Remembrance Candle

November is the traditional month of
remembrance of our loved ones who have

“ 8 oone before us. Candles can be renewed for

the next yearly period (November 1, 2025 to
October 31, 2026) by visiting the Parish Center and
submitting your dedication.

Stay Connected!
Follow us on Social Media

©)
Tnstagram

@stjosephchurchpinole

Find us on:

facebook.

YouTube

St. Joseph Church - Pinole




TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading: But I will leave as a remnant in your
midst a people humble and lowly. (Zep 3:12)
Psalm: Blessed are the poor in spirit; the kingdom of
heaven is theirs! (Ps 146) Or Alleluia.
Second Reading: Rather, God chose the foolish of
the world to shame the wise, and God chose the weak
of the world to shame the strong. (1 Cor 1:27)
Gospel: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.” (Mt 5:3)

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF
FEBRUARY 01, 2026

Sunday: Zep 2:3; 3:12-13/Ps 146:6¢-7, 8-9a, 9b-10/1
Cor 1:26-31/Mt 5:1-12a
Monday: Mal 3:1-4/Ps 24:7, 8,9, 10/Heb 2:14-18/Lk
2:22-40 ot 2:22-32
Tuesday: 2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30-19:3/Ps 86:1-2,
3-4,5-6/Mk 5:21-43
Wednesday: 2 Sm 24:2, 9-17/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7/Mk 6:1-
6
Thursday: 1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12/1 Chr 29:10, 11ab, 11d-
12a, 12bcd/Mk 6:7-13
Friday: Sir 47:2-11/Ps 18:31, 47 and 50, 51/Mk 6:14-29
Saturday: 1 Kgs 3:4-13/Ps 119:9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14/Mk
6:30-34

PRAYERS FOR OUR MILITARY

SERVICE MEMBERS & FAMILIES
Air Force- Gino Dela Rosa, Niko Dela
Rosa, Jenna Keomany, Maxine Lucas, Alan
Serrano, Chris Trias, Julian Trias
Army- Angel Caliz, Shawn Bets Chart, Andrew
Fontejon, Darryl Jason Garcia, Jack
Moneymaker, Justine RB Sangui, Benjamin Serrano,
Darren Espeleta
Coast Guard- Meagan Toomey
Navy-Terrence Bauer, Austin Bressler, Leslie Lag
Damen, Catlo Evangelista, Dean Trias, Jasmin Trias
National Guard- Rebecca Sabatini,
Marines- Carlos Aguilera, Richard Antonucci, Joseph
Belman, Julian Chan, Carlo Spampinato, Pedro Mazar
Egos, Jacob Rudis, Dariell Diaz

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK

Ron Acuna, Sally Aguilera, Virginia P. Alday, Jeannette
Alm, Harper Ananyev, Dan Aquino, Joseph Avalos,
Kristal Librato Baughn, Gil Bautista, William Black,
Larry Burkhart, Diane Butson, Dennis Chattell, Pamela
Chong, Laura Corona, Kevin Coughlin, Patria &
Manolito Crizaldo, Zenaida Cuizon, Erin Curry,
Ludelia Datlag, Virgilio de la Vega, Marietta Domingo,
Denise Elias, Elizabeth Espanola, Aurora Fronda, Mary
Ellen Gillis, Flor Gonzalez, Alexandra Gorgoletis, Elam
& Claire Goundar, Alicia Guzman, Ceretta Morgan

Hardin, Bill Harper, Nancy Holiday, Lauren Kizer,
Michael Edward Rossi, Jeff M. Ibrahim, Joe Knoblauch,
Tony Lagasca, Jack Lam, Jerin Lazaro, Ethan Benjamin
Layne, Paulette Lemmon, Xavier Manga Lindan,
Antonio Lopez, Joseph Magaoay, Imelda . Magat, Flor
Malicsi, Nida Monzon, Jaime Ocampo, Ruby Ochoa,
Severina Olivito, Carlos Paredes, Claudette Peters,
Jenna Peters, Maria Isabal Perez, Leticia F. Poblete,
Patricia Rangel, Connie Ibara Ramirez, Deborah Reyna,
Jim Richards, Flo Rodich, Lee Rondeau, Edwin
Salgado, Lolita Santos, Romeo Santos, Leo
Sendaydiego, Helene Staniszewski, Tim & Tom
Taliaferro, Bernard F. & Abrahim S. Trinidad, Joseph S.
Trinidad, Jeffrey Tayag, Yolanda Tayag, Joy Wi, Peter
Wongworavit, Lawrence Young

MASS INTENTION
Saturday, January 31, 2026

9:00AM Harold & Helen Grangoff ¥
Maty Pratto

4:30PM Romeo Delumen ¥

6:00PM Emilia & Jorge Paz ¥

Sunday, February 01, 2026

8:00AM Martha Rodriguez T
10:00AM Socorro Arroyo T
12:00PM Parishioners of St. Joseph
5:00PM Modesta Blanco T

Monday, February 02, 2026

9:00AM Sister Assumption Nguyen
Pura Lippi

Tuesday, February 03, 2026

9:00AM Libet Cruz (Birthday)
Mary Pratto W

Wednesday, February 04, 2026

9:00AM Teresa Bautista & Family
Adin Edwin Hyslop

Thursday, February 05, 2026

9:00AM Grida Alvarez & Family
Leoncio Munoz

Friday, February 06, 2026

9:00AM Phillip Jimenez (Birthday)
Lauren Kizer (Healing)

Saturda, February 07, 2026

9:00AM Sarah Mae Ann Paras

Raj Ditta & Family( Healing & Ann.)
4:30PM Beatriz Viray ¥
6:00PM Francisco Ortega T

Sunday, February 08, 2026

8:00AM Arturo Atroyo T
10:00AM Segundo Cuyno, Jr
12:00PM Felix & Rosalia Santos T
5:00PM Parishioner's of St. Joseph




@ St. Joseph School What is Happening at St.
Learning through Faith, Service, and Community IOSCDh School

Naomi King in 6th grade is our 2026 St. Joseph
Spelling Bee Champion and is advancing to the
Regional Qualifier held on March 29, 2026. The
champion of the Regional Spelling Bee will advance to
the Scripps National Spelling Bee in Washington D.C.
We are proud of Naomi and for her willingness to rep-
resent St. Joseph School.

Applications for the 2026-2027
School year at St. Joseph School is
now open for Preschool, Junior
Kindergarten, Kindergarten
through 8th grades. Encouraging
enrollment in grades 2nd, 3rd, 4th,
and 5th Tell your friends and fami-
ly about the wonderful school that
teaches learning with heart, mind and spirit.
Registration Open for St. Joseph Parish
CYO Sports — Girls Basketball (3-8th
grades) and Track and Field
(Kindergarten — 8th grades for both
boys and gitls) Sign up your children by
February 7th. Please Join Alumni and
Friends at www.Facebook.com/
groups/204136270336908

And on Instagram @stjosephpinolealumni

Check out our website for the latest happenings at the
school at stjosephpinole.org and https://
www.facebook.com/StJosephSchoolPinole/

WANTTO PLAY
~ CYOSPORTS? -

Y

A SCOUT IS REVERENT
Scouting builds character and teach-
es devotion to God in an environ-
ment that provides wholesome fun
under the guidance of strong adult
role models. Scouting is also a suc-
cessful means to help Catholic youth
do their duty to God and their country, and to become
involved in their local parishes. (National Catholic
Committee on Scouting: http://www.nccs-bsa.org/)
Troop 81 and Pack 42 invite all scouts, scouters, pat-
ents, parishioners, and friends of scouting, to celebrate
with us on Scout Sunday, February 8, 2026, at the 10am
Mass. Scouts and Scouters are asked to be in Class A
uniforms. Please contact Louanne Lee-Kraynik
(scubarn61@gmail.com).

-2, Remember Your
Offerings

SUNDAY COLLECTION
JANUARY 17 & 18

SUNDAY §$ 12,968
Thank you for your Generous Contribution
ONLINE GIVING
* Safety. In times when there are concerns about expo-
sure to disease or spreading of a virus, Online Giving is
a convenient option to continue to support your church
and its mission. Whether you are attending weekly ser-

vice at the church or worshipping at home, your vital
support can still happen regardless of where you are.

* Forget your envelope? Use Online Giving to keep up
on offertory. Click on the Online Giving link, it’s quick
and easy. Your support throughout the year helps sus-
tain our church.

Make giving easier. Visit your church website on your
mobile device, click the Online Giving link, and begin

giving. Your support throughout the year helps sustain
our church. Manage gifts. Another easy way to manage
your church giving is with Online Giving. You can
manage your giving or give a one-time gift right from
your phone. Visit our church website and click the
Online Giving link and register with our church. Your
support during the year helps sustain our church.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter can

worldwida .
marriage

encounter help you make your marriage Christ-

centered. Attend a Worldwide
Marriage Encounter Experience on March 4-6, 2026 in
Danville, April 10-12, 2026 in Zephyr Point NV or May
1-3, 2026 in San Juan Bautista. Go to www.wwme.org

to find the Experience that is just right for you!

Make the best decision this year for your marriage by
attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience
on March 4-6, 2026 in Danville, April 10-12, 2026 in
Zephyr Point NV or May 1-3, 2026 in San Juan
Bautista. Go to www.wwme.org to find the Experience

that is just right for youl!

St. Joseph Volunteers

Volunteers must have a current Safe Environment Cer-
tificate on file in the office. If you have not done Virtus
before or need to renew go to VirtusOnline.org to fulfill
this requirement. If you need to confirm the renewal of
your Virtus certification or please email Aura at
am.sjcpinole@gmail.com .




OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF
FEBRUARY 01, 2026
Sunday: 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday: The Presentation of the Lord, World Day for
Consecrated Life
Tuesday: St. Blaise, Bishop and Martyr; St. Ansgar,
Bishop
Thursday: St. Agatha, Virgin and Martyr
Friday: St. Paul Miki and Companions, Martyrs

LAS CONMEMORACIONES DE LA SEMANA
DEL 01 DE FEBRERO 2026

Domingo: 4° Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario
Lunes: La Presentacion de Jests, Dia Mundial de 1a Vi-
da Consagrada
Martes: San Blas, obispo y martir; San Oscar, obispo
Jueves: Santa Agueda, virgen y martir
Viernes: San Pablo Miki y companeros, martires

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR
THE WEEK
Blessed are the poor, the meek, the persecuted. These
are radical words in a world that insists the opposite:
blessed are the wealthy. Blessed are the forceful. Blessed
are the comfortable. Do we have what it takes to be
radical?
VIVIR LA LITURGIA - INSPIRACION DE LA
SEMANA

Bienaventurados los pobres, los mansos, los persegui-

dos. Estas son palabras radicales en un mundo que in-
siste en lo contrario: bienaventurados los ricos. Biena-
venturados los poderosos. Bienaventurados los como-

dos. ¢Tenemos lo que se necesita para ser radicales?

WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC LIFE

EXPILAINED
Vocation or Calling
Question:
Can you explain what we mean by a vocation or calling?
I have heard this term used in many different contexts
and am not sure what it means. Does it apply to reli-
gious life?
Answer:
A vocation or calling refers to a spiritual experience
whereby a person senses within oneself the closeness of
God and what he is asking in one's life. It is a realization]
of what one's part in God's plan could be. Vocation
comes in all kinds of ways. Some are as dramatic as St.
Paul's, being knocked off his horse, blinded, and hear-
ing God's voice. Others are less dramatic, often

occurring over time through W

little events and personal inter-
ests. Others happen in a hurry, [
accompanied by great spiritual
insight or conversion. We often
think that this applies to reli-
gious vocation, but in fact, every Christian has a voca-
tion, a calling to serve others in and through the church.
Whether married or single, religious or lay, we are all
called to live out our baptismal commitment to preach
and teach the Gospel message. Each of us has our role
to play in God's plan, and we become coworkers with
God in the work of redemption. With a little confi-
dence, a willing spirit and God's grace, we can and will
respond to his unique call.

¢POR QUE HACEMOS ESO? - VIDA CATOLI-
CA EXPLICADA

Vocacion o Llamado
Pregunta:
¢Puede explicar a qué nos referimos con una vocacion o
llamado? He escuchado este término utilizado en mu-
chos contextos diferentes y no estoy seguro de lo que
significa. ¢Se aplica a la vida religiosa?
Respuesta:
Una vocacion o llamado se refiere a una experiencia
espiritual mediante la cual una persona siente dentro de
s{ misma la cercanfa de Dios y lo que esta pidiendo en
su vida. Es una comprension de cual podria ser la parte
de uno en el plan de Dios. La vocacion se presenta de
muchas maneras. Algunas son tan dramaticas como la
de San Pablo, cuando fue derribado de su caballo, que-
do ciego y escuché la voz de Dios. Otras son menos
dramaticas, a menudo ocurren a lo largo del tiempo a
través de pequeflos eventos e intereses personales.
Otras suceden con prisa, acompafiadas de una gran
comprension espiritual o conversion. A menudo pensa-
mos que esto se aplica a la vocacion religiosa, pero, de
hecho, cada cristiano tiene una vocacion, un llamado a
servir a los demas en y a través de la iglesia. Ya sea casa-
do o soltero, religioso o laico, todos estamos llamados a
vivir nuestro compromiso bautismal de predicar y ense-
far el mensaje del Evangelio. Cada uno de nosotros tie-
ne un papel que desempefar en el plan de Dios, y nos
convertimos en colaboradores de Dios en la obra de la
redencion. Con un poco de confianza, un espiritu dis-
puesto y la gracia de Dios, podemos y responderemos a
su llamado unico.




VALENTINE'S DAY DINNER & DANCE
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JOIN US FOR A CRAB
CRACKIN’ 600D TIME!
7NN ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT DUNGENESS CRAB, PASTA, SALAD,  EINRRi®l )
<l ¥l% BREAD & DESSERT | SILENT AUCTION & RAFFLE PRIZES 8
ihe WA NO-HOST BAR, DJ & MORE! . 'lfﬁ
nw / et— il QN 1961 PLUM STREET PINOLE, CA 94564 »
Gl e Suns

- FEBRUARY 14TH — $50 per person

Time: 6pm to 10 pm St. ]oseph School
MUSiG bg GRUPO GQFE GQNELQ j Learning through Faith, Service, and Community
Proceeds to support religious vocations

ENROLLING NOW

2"° THRU 5™ GRADES
J 2026-2027

YLI
Young Ladies Grand Institute

‘: Sale Fundraiser Enducating Studetnts from
) PrescHogl thru 8 "grades

sunday February 15th
after 8am, 10am, & Noon

Masses

St Joseph Parish Hall =
837 Tennent Ave, Pinole ' % |
Everyone Belongs Here

ow mucl yur chlle

www.stjosephpinole.org

Contact us for a Tour at 510-724-0242




CARMELITA'S CATERING

loor  BY TRAYS Free Estimates
imensions 45102601932 IO

925.382.6710
510.942.5272

merleespeleta@yahoo.com

510.525.5656 Call Me to Cater Your Next Event!

1081 Eastshore Hwy (Between Buchanan and Gilman)

WWww.juniorscnr.com
L WO PARISHIONER juniorsinc@yahoo.com
ADT-Monitored Home Security - ] 3 z * Kitchen & Bathroom Remodel
Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust ACUCURATE * Interior & Exterior Painting
* Tile & Wood Flooring
® Burglary ® Flood Detection TR 5 o . 3 Popcorn Ceilirllg Removal ]
® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide ‘I""f@' ’”"","/f"d'“;"" o0 * Plumbing * Electrical . Texturing
.. 3 * Fence Installation
Collision Repa'r LICENSE, INSURED AND BONDED
Authorized 1
& rowie | SolaSitrents Body Shop For license #1025856

All Insurance

Companies
== |Nor-Cal Painting Family Owned Bince 198% COMPASS
| Est. 1999 3001 Richmond Pkwy.
Richmond, CA 94806
Call for FREE ESTIMATE or Color Consultation 510-243-1414 Patty Hyun

www.accurateautobodyinc.com

Broker Associate ‘
510-815-6773 tholi tch’ | Lic#01416058 ‘ ré
www.nor-calpainting.com carnolicmarc \ %i‘ n

510.823-3956
California

pattyhyun.com
CatholicMatch.com/CA

Your Key to Real Estate Success

IF YOU LIVE ALONE ,e'-
MDMedAlert!”sf':l’”gg‘; LS A

+« Ambulance v Police/Fire
« Family/Friends « GPS & Fall Alert

O R T H O D O N T I C S _800.809.3570 tmd-metilaa:e;rt.com\v '

¢

Imo. e [

Braces | Invisalign | Clear Aligners LET'S GROW
NEW PATIENTS WELCOME! YOUR BUSINESS
AxelrodeOrthodontics.com | 510.724.8855

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Joanne Sullins

2000 Appian Way #301, Pinole, CA 94564

Your Path to Home Ownership Starts Here!

MARCELINA MEDRANO
NMLS #1058863 Mu', SUPPORT
510-860-9971 OUR PARISH

mmedrano@themoneystore.com Pt e B B

jsullins@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 950-9952 x2662

www.marcelinamedranothemoneystore.com ) @marcelina_homeloans

iﬁ with
Protect & Grow o D - iy
Your Income w Rs.gﬂi:—.g::! Blr:vakgl!af;g

Leave a Legacy e

For Generatlons Z * 1 2300 Henry Ave, Pinole, CA

Call NOW to Sign Up for
Workshops (Limited Seating) FREE MARKET ANALYSIS OF YOUR HOME >~

s KNOWLEDGABLE * CARING « EXPERIENCED (R R-10 LToTo IR (o By L°1-JV: LY.
rethaimill | DIRECT: 510.851.4663 pprendivil@aol.com CA. Lic # 777189

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com  St. Joseph Parish,Pinole, CA A 4C 05-1929




