Annunciation Parish Council Meeting Minutes[image: ]
Tuesday, May 19, 2026
6:30 PM Meeting
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Members Present:
Father Benny Chacko, Sarah Vieth, Barry Weisman, David Tepool, Camille Bollinger, Marci Moore, Brad Owens, John Earhart, Nick Golding, Chris Wolking, Margaret Holmes (telephonically) 
Members Not Present:
Clay Sills, Aaron Tuley

Others Present:
Parish Operations Manager Tom Falkenstein

Opening Prayer & Welcome
Father Benny led us in prayer to open meeting at 6:30 pm.

April 22, 2026 Minutes Approval
· Review of the minutes from the last meeting. 
· Chris made a motion to approve the minutes. Barry seconded. Minutes approved.

Committee Report: Finance, Facilities, Hospitality, SG&W, Communications
·  Finance Committee Report: 
· Tom F. led discussions.  See full report submitted by Tom.

· Facilities Committee Report
· Barry present. Mowing crews up and running. 
· Tom F. reports Diocese approved deals in work with University of Evansville and Memorial for using property behind Holy Spirit for track and lacrosse practices.  UE will mow inside fence of field for April through October.  
· Tom F. reports about $100,000 in improvements will be made over summer. Six trees at Holy Spirit campus will be cut down, and eave and rotten wood will be replaced.  At CTK school the boys’ second-floor bathroom needs new pipes, currently planned to be replaced in June.  

· Hospitality Committee Report: 
· Camille present. No updates.



· Spiritual Growth and Worship Committee Report:  
· Sarah present. Received positive feedback on parish mission in May from Father Christian Robb at St. Meinrad. Recordings are available online for rewatching.     
· June 7th is the Feast of Corpus Christi. A eucharistic procession planned for Holy Spirit after 11 am Mass. 
· Vacation Bible School is planned for June 8-12 for Pre-K through 5th Grade.  

· Communications report:  
· Ashlee Owens continuing to work on websites.  Parish magazine project placed on hold until advertisement funding issue resolved.  
Old Business: 
· Update on Capital Projects
· Tom F. led discussion.
· Interviews with Walsh have now concluded.  Report expected in 2 weeks on discoveries and recommendations.  Will then discuss findings with Diocese and get approval to proceed with Capital Campaign.
· Anticipate Capital Campaign likely won’t begin until September 1 at the earliest.  Will work to build teams to meet with parish families.  

· Update on Holy Spirit School
· Tom F. led discussion.
· Hired new principal – Stephaine Sharber.  Background includes teaching and administrative experience at Mt. Vernon School District, member of St. Matthews in Mt. Vernon.  Will start next Tuesday, May 26.  
· Teachers’ contracts are signed at both campuses.  No changes at either school.
· Enrollment for next school year looking at 143 K-8 students (currently at 127). Will meet with parents who have children in preschool program to see about enrollment in K-8.  
· Highlight that number of Catholic students at Holy Spirit has been revised up from 10% to 38% after Diocese looked at baptismal records (10% number based on students’ families that claim Catholic student rate).  

· Vision Committees 
· Marci led discussion.  Want members to give thoughts on committees and reach out to different groups that fall under their categories prior to next meeting in July to get feedback.  
· Went through appointments of Parish Council members to committees.  Spiritual Growth & Worship: Sarah and John; Sense of Belonging: Camille and Brad; Facilities: Barry and Clay; Fiscal Planning and Fundraisers: Aaron and Chris; Outreach: David and Nick.  
· Discussion on having monthly or bimonthly ministry fairs devoted to specific committees at each mass.  

· School Handbook
· Tom F. led discussion.  Handbook previously written by School Council.  Important for Parish Council to put its approval on handbook to help principals with enforcement.  
· Marci is sending handbook to Parish Council members to review and vote to approve will be made by proxy.  Chris has also prepared resolution for approving policy that will be sent out for approval.  
· Tom F. will ask Father Johnson to translate handbook to Creole for Haitian students.  

Pastor's Report:
· Father John is moving to All Saints Parish on June 24.  Parish will plan going-away party.  
New Business: 
· 2026-2027 Budget (see report)
· Tom led discussions.  
· Finance Committee previously reviewed and placed its blessing on proposed budget.
· Chris made motion to approve, David seconded.  Passed unanimously.    

· 2026-2027 Parish Council Members
· Chris led discussions.  Reappointed Brad, John, Aaron, and Nick for next 3-year term.  
· Margaret Holmes is resigning from Parish Council due to family commitments.  Will begin search for replacement to serve remainder of 2-year term.  
· Chris discussed election of officers.  Marci will stay in Chair and Nick as Secretary, but Parish Council will need a new Vice Chair since Chris has served for 2 years in role.  Election for Vice Chair will be done online.  

· Discussion on House on Corner of Vann and Bayard Park
· Tom led discussions.  Will rent out home on corner of Bayard Park when Father John moves out.  Father wants to rent to Catholic family with no pets.  Will have to use Diocese’s rental agreement.  
Closing Prayer
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

Next Meeting – Wednesday, June 22, 2026, at 6:30 pm.  
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