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Looking Back: James and The

Giant Peach Reader’s Theatre

. Over the course of three wonderful
performances in early August, five
talented young performers, as well as
a handful of equally brilliant “big
kids,” brought Roald Dahl’s classic
tale to life. With scripts in hand, the
cast took the audience on an
incredible journey as James escaped
his dreary life aboard a magical peach
with his quirky insect friends. Director
Ruth Veselka admits the show did a
little escaping of its own. “I may have
bent a few of the traditional ‘reader’s
theatre rules-especially the ones
about keeping the set and lighting
‘basic.” In my defense, this is
basic...for me.” Citing the theatre’s
brand-new lighting system as
inspiration, Veselka says, “...it would
have felt like a crime against
creativity. So | told (lighting
designers) Teagan (Heading) and Bill
(Rathbone) to go wild... and as
always, they delivered something
wonderful.”
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