Swanson-Savas-Blodgett Building Oregon Scholarship
"Nurturing Future Leaders for the Betterment of Douglas County” 
Swanson Group, Michael Savas Construction and the Blodgett family have partnered to create a scholarship dedicated to supporting the next generation of professionals in the lumber and construction industries. Swanson Group, a family-owned lumber company founded in 1951 in Glendale, Oregon, is now in its third generation under the leadership of Chris Swanson. They specialize in plywood products and framing studs. Michael Savas Construction, a first-generation, family-run business established in 2002, builds custom homes in the Douglas County area. The Blodgett family have been longtime members of our community with their roots in Glide. Both their professional and philanthropic efforts have had a tremendous effect on numerous local organizations and our community.  With over 50 years in the timber industry and a previous share in Douglas County Forest Products ownership, their impact runs deep. United in their commitment to the community, these families seek to empower and support a hardworking individual who will uphold the legacy of dedication and quality craftmanship these companies have embodied for years. 

Award:    2 -  $7500 scholarships
Requirements & details:
· Douglas County resident
· Graduating HS senior or returning college student
· FAFSA confirmation page 
· FAFSA SAI, financial need is a consideration 
· Must attend a 2- or 4-year, public, nonprofit or vocational school and enroll half time 
· High School and or College transcript 
· 2 Letters of recommendation
· Activities & volunteer chart 
· Essay questions
· Interviews will be conducted with finalists during March and or April, winners presented at JBF Auction & Dinner; June 27, 2026.
· **Special consideration given to those seeking a future in the Construction or Timber industries. 



Student information sheet
Scholarship:___________________________________________________________
Name:	________________________________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________
	________________________________________________________________
	________________________________________________________________
Phone:	_____________________email:______________________________________
High School: ____________________________________________________________
GPA: ________________ 
College plans:___________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

Please include only the following, IN ORDER, STAPLED IN UPPER LEFT:	
1. Student info sheet with NAME OF SCHOLARSHIP IN UPPER RIGHT HAND CORNER
2. Photo of yourself, 4x6 or smaller 
3. Activities & volunteer work
4. School transcript
5. FAFSA confirmation page
6. FAFSA SAI sheet, financial need will be considered 
7. Essay questions and answers
8. 2 Letters of recommendation
Essay Questions:   Answer each in 300 words or less, word count included.

1. Share a story about a time when you encountered an obstacle that tested your determination. How did you push through, what inner strengths or resources did you rely on, and how has that experience shaped the way you will approach challenges in the future? 
2. How do you plan to use your education and skills to contribute to the growth and improvement of the Douglas County community?
3. What qualities or experiences set you apart as a hardworking and dedicated individual who deserves this scholarship
Postmarked no later than February 27, 2026

Mail to:
Josh Bidwell Foundation 		Questions:	Ronda Paschke
	Attn:  Scholarship Committee 			joshbidwellfoundation@yahoo.com
	PO Box 969 						541.430.1998
	Winston, OR 97496



