Guide for Planning the Funeral Service

Name – For whom will this service be held, and when were they born? Date of death?
Where will the service be held? (Date and time when known.)
Who would you choose to be celebrants, musicians, liturgist?
Who might you ask to be sacristan, EMs, ushers, altar server, carry the cross?
Will someone give a short Eulogy or Reflection?
Choose an Opening Song from list of music selections.
Choose a first reading from the Old Testament and a second reading from New Testament Epistles. OR you may select a single reading from Old Testament or NT Epistles.
You may choose readers(s) from family or parish.
You may choose a Responsorial Psalm and cantor.
Which Gospel reading would you like? (It will be read by the deacon or priest.)
Who would you like to give the homily?
Prayers can be read by the priest, deacon, or lay reader.
Choose a Preparation Song from list of music selections.
Gifts may be brought up by three family members or friends.
Who among St. Columba Eucharistic Ministers might be asked to serve?
Choose a Communion Song from list of music selections.
Our standard Song of Farewell is This Day in New Jerusalem, or you may choose another.
Choose a Recessional Song from the list of music selections.
Notes: The Liturgist will make a simple worship aide. Will there be pall bearers, or someone to carry an urn? Mortuary presence? Are there other requests, wishes, circumstances?
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