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The Bible: Part 3



Sharing:
1. What do you think about the Christian 

belief that God desires to communicate 

with us personally through the Bible? Have 

you ever experienced this in your own life?

2. What about this video clip did you find 

most interesting, or grabbed your 

attention?

3. What questions were prompted by this 

video clip?



WORD BANK:

Word of God   His son, Jesus Christ  Elephant

Inspiration   Revelation   Depth 

Love Letters   revealing                       Prayer

Relationship   Scriptures                      Gospels

Creation   God’s    Every day

History of Israel   mouse     

      

Paul taught that every Christian must be equipped with the _______________.

______________ means “God breathed” His divine Words through the words of 

men.

The scriptures are God’s ______________________ to us from our Heavenly 

Father.

God wants a ___________________ with human beings.

God has spoken to us through:

_______________________

________________________

________________________

The Bible is different because it is “God’s __________________ to us, speaking 

and ____________________ who He is.”

The Catholic view is God is the primary author of the __________________, but 

He made use of human authors who wrote the Scriptures, in their own languages 

with ____________ inspiration. 



WORD BANK:

Word of God   His son, Jesus Christ  Elephant 

Inspiration   Revelation   Depth 

Love Letters   revealing                      Prayer

Relationship   Scriptures                      Gospel

Creation    God’s    Every day

History of Israel   mouse     

      

Paul taught that every Christian must be equipped with the Word of God.

_Inspiration__ means “God breathed” His divine Words through the words of men.

The scriptures are God’s _Love Letters__ to us from our Heavenly Father.

God wants a __relationship__ with human beings.

God has spoken to us through:

Creation

History of Israel

His son, Jesus Christ

The Bible is different because it is “God’s revelation to us, speaking and revealing who 

He is.”

The Catholic view is God is the primary author of the Scriptures, but He made use of 

human authors who wrote the Scriptures, in their own languages with God’s 

inspiration. 



• “Scripture was written so that a _____________ can wade in it and an 

__________________ can swim in it.”  St. Pope Gregory the Great, Actual 

quote said lamb.

• Find new ________________ and learn new things each time they read the 

Bible.

•  

• The ____________________ may reveal scriptures as they are needed.

 

• Beginners: 

Begin by reading one of the ______________.

Read ___________________________.



• “Scripture was written so that a mouse can wade in it and an elephant can 

swim in it.”  St. Pope Gregory the Great, Actual quote said lamb.

• Find new depth and learn new things each time they read the Bible. 

• Prayer may reveal scriptures as they are needed. 

• Beginners: 

Begin by reading a Gospel.

Read every day.



Review of the facts:

The Catholic Bible Contains 73 books
OT: 46   NT:27

The Bible was written:

• Over a 1500-year span [1400 B.C. to A.D. 100]

• Over 40 generations

• Over 40 authors from many walks of life

• On three continents: Asia, Africa and Europe

• In three languages: Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek





Bible Comparison

WORD BANK:

73  39  40  Greek

66  27  Africa  Book

46  1500  Europe  Chapter

27  40  Hebrew  Verse

Catholic      Protestant

______ books      ______ books

Old Testament/Hebrew text (OT): _____   OT: ______ 

  

New Testament (NT): _____    NT: ______

Time Span: _________ years

                   _________ generations

                  

Authors: ______ authors

Location: Three continents: Asia, ____________________, 

__________________

Languages: _____________, Aramaic, _______________



Bible Comparison

WORD BANK:

73   27   Europe

66   1500   Hebrew 

46   40   Greek

39   40    

27   Africa     

Catholic      Protestant

___73___ books     ____66___ books

Old Testament/Hebrew text (OT): _46_  OT: __39__  

 

New Testament (NT): __27_   NT: __27__

Time Span: __1500__ years

                   ___40___ generations

                  

Authors: __40__ authors

Location: three continents: Asia, _Africa__, ___Europe___

Languages: ___Hebrew___, Aramaic, ___Greek____



How do we find a Bible passage?
Time to open your New American Bible



How do we find a Bible passage?
• Table of contents

• Breaking the Code: Is. 40:13-14



Let’s Practice

Genesis 1:1-3

 John 3:16

Isaiah 41:10

Acts 1:11



It’s Time For



How we read Scripture

(Does a tree only begin at ground level?)

If the New Testament is the new Covenant… 

why do we still read the Old Testament? 



How we read Scripture



A. Not literally, but literarily.

We believe the Holy Spirit inspired the 

authors of sacred Scripture, therefore…

Not everything in Scripture is literally true, But 

everything in Scripture is literarily true.

All of scripture communicates God’s  TRUTH.

Q. Do we take the Bible literally?



Literally vs Literarily

• LITERALLY means that something means 
exactly what it says:

  “My aunt from Nebraska is literally 
  my last living relative”

• LITERARILY means something in relation 
to books or literature:

                “She had doves in her eyes”



Genesis 1:1 – 2:3 
(odd # groups)

Read and discuss the meaning of the Scripture 

passage assigned:

Group Activity

Genesis 2:15 – 24 
(even # groups)

Q. Do we take the Bible literally?



How do we communicate with God? 

How does God communicate with us?
Uncertainty:

Philippians 4: 6-7

Afraid/Fear: 365 times

Isaiah 41:10

2 Timothy 1:7

Discernment:

Romans 12:2

Thessalonians 5:21 – 22

Psalms 139: 23-24

Psalm 37:5 

Trust in God:         Learn the Word of God  

Proverbs 3: 5 – 6         Psalm 119:11



The main things to be sure we know 

about the Bible…

1. Each book is inspired by the Holy Spirit and culminates 

in the Person of Jesus

2. The Bible is like Jesus – fully human and fully divine

3. We don’t read the Bible literally, but literarily

4. The Bible teaches the TRUTH

5. God wants to communicate with us personally

How’d we do?     Questions?



Only the Word of God can do this…



formed

FORMED Faith at Home

1) go to formed.org

2) click on the button "formed for parishes"

3) click on the button "find your parish 

subscription"

4) type Our Lady of the Assumption Ventura, 

then press next

5) create your account by typing your name and 

your email, then press "sign up"

http://email.formed.org/e/c/eyJlbWFpbF9pZCI6IlJNLWNCUU1BQVhFYmNDZEJTUlVYLVZ6cmZmLWQxQT09IiwiaHJlZiI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZm9ybWVkLm9yZy9mYWl0aGF0aG9tZSIsImxpbmtfaWQiOjYyNDgsInBvc2l0aW9uIjowfQ/a6cfeed79379a886a070d7d0d18bfc20db32149b64d9bb9a05eb10af9a5ab62e
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