
About eight or nine months ago it became apparent that Mexico City, for 

whatever reason, could not accommodate the 10,000 to 15,000 people 

who would be coming from all over the world for the Lions International 

Convention. LCI turned to MD 35 for help. In the words of Jerry Reed in 

East Bound and Down, “we’re gonna do what they say can’t be done,” and 

offered the chance to host the 107th Lions Club International Convention 

[LICON]. Under the capable direction of PID Dr Robert Littlefield and his 

team of devoted and hardworking volunteers, after months of live meet-

ings, zoom meetings, tests, emails and in general gab sessions, the impos-

sible became POSSIBLE. 

LICON Held in Orlando, Florida 
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PDG Harry Williams, Editor 

Coming Events 

   On July 10, contributors to the convention fund were given the op-

portunity to join the host committee at Kennedy Space Center for a 

sumptuous dinner under a real Saturn booster rocker. The leadership of 

LCI was there for this premiere event which was emceed by PID Robert 

Littlefield. The atmosphere was breathtaking, the food delicious, and 



the entertainment wonderful. Each partic-

ipant left with an original ornament com-

memorating the occasion and a “Thank 

You Lions” rocket shaped ink pen.. The 

decorations were largely the product of 

Lion Bobbie Cheh and her committee. 

   On Monday morning, July 14, at 8:00 

A.M. the opening Parade of Nations be-

gan the 107th Lions International Conven-

tion. The weather was perfect if not a lit-

tle warm and those present enjoyed a 

spectacular event with Lions from across 

the globe, banners, bands, floats. Many 

thanks to PCC Lion Greg Evans and his 

excellent team for acquiring the bands, 

viewing stands, judges, water, and con-

venience stops. 

   During the remainder of the day the 

exhibit hall was open and within the hall 

were areas where mini sessions were 

conducted: Lions Portal, Mission to Grow, 

Legacy Society, just to name a few. The 

evening closed with spectacular Interna-

tional show, celebrating the music and 

dance of Latin culture. 
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   The greatest show of the Lion year 

started on Tuesday, July 15! Host Cyril 

Lim returned to the stage in Orlando to 

kick off the Opening Plenary with exciting 

entertainment, a special tribute to Helen 

Keller, and International Presidential    

address. Candidates for Third Internation-

al Vice President also spoke. The session 

concluded with the flag ceremony which 

featured the member nations. Through-

out the day sessions focused on such top-

ics as Lions Quest, Mission 1.5, mastering 

the art of storytelling, leadership develop-

ment, mental health and wellness, peace 

poster, service projects, and LCIF Grants. 
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    Wednesday, July 16, the second Plena-

ry Session presented Olympian Michael 

Phelps as the keynote speaker, inter-

viewed by award-winning journalist Diane 

Macedo. Also the important work and im-

pact that LCIF has had was discussed. 

Finally, Jose Carvelho from Obras Sociais 

Imna Dulce was presented the Humani-

tarian Award. Sessions dedicated to lead-

ership, membership and service were   

offered  throughout the day. 

   The final Plenary Session was Thurs-

day, July 17. During this session the Dis-

trict Governors Elect were installed with 

great fanfare. Congratulations to our new 

MD 35 District Governors: District 35 L – 

Suzi Rodgers; District 35 I – Linda Grego-

ry; District 35 O – Maggiy Williams; Dis-

trict 35 N – Elizabeth Fisher. The final 

event of the convention was the “meet 

and greet.” 

 

FUTURE CONVENTIONS: 2026 Hong 

Kong,  2027 Washington D.C., 2028    

Singapore, 2029 Minneapolis, 20230 San 

Antonio, 2031 Finland. 
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CONVENTION PHOTO GALLERY 
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CONVENTION PHOTO GALLERY 
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Dear Lion, 

As we begin our new Lion year, now is the time to think about your goals 

and how to achieve them. The key is leadership and service. That’s why our 

message this year is “Lead to serve, serve to lead” — because serving and 

leading are inseparable, and each drives the other. 

When we act as servant leaders, we act with purpose. As the largest service 

organization in the world, Lions are already leaders in service, yet we have so 

much more to do. We need to grow our clubs so we can serve more people, 

have more impact and create a better world for us all. 

So, let’s get this year started off right by working together to make this a year 

of strong leadership, compassionate service, exceptional growth and enor-

mous success. 

Together we serve, 

A.P. Singh 
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   Another life was saved by the Lions International’s free vision and glucose screening in Daytona 

Beach.  

   Last month, at a regularly schedule free screening, a lady asked to have her eyes screened as 

she was seeing blurry.   When her Blood Sugar was checked, it was 420, a very dangerous, life 

threating level.  THAT was the cause of her blurry vision.   

She was advised to immediately go to the local emergency room where she was admitted to the 

hospital. Her blood sugar by that time had spiked to 517.  A score over 500 is in danger of a      

diabetic coma. 

   She was hospitalized for 3 days to get her sugar level under control.  Upon discharge, she was 

provided with a Glucometer, test strips, lancets, and a supply of the drug Metformin, the drug to 

help maintain a proper glucose level. 

We were pleased that she came back to the same screening location for this month and told us the 

story.  As she related, the doctors told her we saved her life by getting her to the hospital for 

treatment! 

   Lions International is most often know for the work with vision for the past 100 years.  The Cen-

ter for Disease Control statistics show that 50% of the adults (age 40+) that go blind are because 

of diabetes. Thus, Lions provide free Glucose screening and referral.  

   Regular screenings are held on the 1st Thursday of each month at the Ormond Beach Library, 

and the 2nd Saturday of each month at the Port Orange Library. 

   More information and location of local Lions International clubs may be found on the internet as 

“Find a Lions Club.”  Lions are in over 200 countries worldwide, with a membership of over 1.4  

million. 

 

SCREENING SAVES LIVES 



The official training is complete but 

the journey is just begun. Look out 

everyone, Multiple  District 35 is on 

the move. Thank you to our Group 

Leader PID Lion Robert Littlefield. 

Group 20 will serve a’plenty!  

District Governor Maggiy Williams 
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CLUB NEWS—Ormond Beach Lions Club 
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    Lion Trish Vevera is having an Art Show at the Expressions ARt Gallery in Palm 

Coast.  "Small and Mighty"  August 7-Sept 13. Reception is Sunday August 10,  1:00 P.M.-

3:30 P.M. with 25% of her Sales being donated to one of four organizations which include 

the Ormond Beach Lions Club. 

CLUB NEWS—Lake Sumter Lions Club 

Lake Sumter Lions Kidsight team of John Hanna, Chuck LeGare, Patricia Lewis, and Jon 

Joel screened 51 students at The Back 2 School Backpack Bash in Groveland, FL  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/487210758883977/user/100010008673801/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWOU4Cb_Xir_UuLizbOuVO9mAmkpr9o3jl4qBsSDpd9iBzAjC2xB59h7fMo140TuH0SVYJkTmFH124hWkwaJrl0ULtHwQrGX3JiMbmI_NqfDhAt6flz42j35qFpT7BXmh1qTzlXk4-Jd_5-ry21jt18&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/487210758883977/user/100000556333930/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWOU4Cb_Xir_UuLizbOuVO9mAmkpr9o3jl4qBsSDpd9iBzAjC2xB59h7fMo140TuH0SVYJkTmFH124hWkwaJrl0ULtHwQrGX3JiMbmI_NqfDhAt6flz42j35qFpT7BXmh1qTzlXk4-Jd_5-ry21jt18&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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Lake Sumter Lions White Cane Days at Publix at Lake Deaton Plaza. Thanks goes to  

Lions Sonia Hernandez Saylor and Todd Saylor for organizing this fundraiser. And 

thanks goes to our community who financially supports our Lake Sumter Lions Club.  

Congrats to Lake Sumter Lion Jon Joel who was recognized with a Dan Carter Fellow-

ship Award from the Lions World Vision Institute by outgoing Club President Jaci 

Newmark and incoming Club President Sonia Hernandez Saylor.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/487210758883977/user/1345321648/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUPKyw82ugixyBxpMxXQuBJ8LzUpfBrxjpTg5F07fp6KVoxXzWIkEGKlg6qB9zSqoqpUzcKw7Pvpc8rfZZ6j5vzsJsFxr_pg63qxb687xtxakfSFV5BtJL4Xxxj2KtjCVbRmwYQ0in-Vyh4fvT-zi0Z&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/487210758883977/user/1659785254/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUPKyw82ugixyBxpMxXQuBJ8LzUpfBrxjpTg5F07fp6KVoxXzWIkEGKlg6qB9zSqoqpUzcKw7Pvpc8rfZZ6j5vzsJsFxr_pg63qxb687xtxakfSFV5BtJL4Xxxj2KtjCVbRmwYQ0in-Vyh4fvT-zi0Z&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/487210758883977/user/1181005353/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW-S2quOUJuNGs_J8Hw8I88wRVj6wXscvINOmU0CQpySYgqQ7YkmNPFTJqH9B2F0Wlb6bhPeqMCs0IWtaOtHVPEVXKDKijN8stU3u6CXJM5zkkZ5WKauMvrCPs51SNrXmPC81-Bz_KhWrXyfPzkU1Ai&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/487210758883977/user/1181005353/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW-S2quOUJuNGs_J8Hw8I88wRVj6wXscvINOmU0CQpySYgqQ7YkmNPFTJqH9B2F0Wlb6bhPeqMCs0IWtaOtHVPEVXKDKijN8stU3u6CXJM5zkkZ5WKauMvrCPs51SNrXmPC81-Bz_KhWrXyfPzkU1Ai&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/487210758883977/user/1345321648/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW-S2quOUJuNGs_J8Hw8I88wRVj6wXscvINOmU0CQpySYgqQ7YkmNPFTJqH9B2F0Wlb6bhPeqMCs0IWtaOtHVPEVXKDKijN8stU3u6CXJM5zkkZ5WKauMvrCPs51SNrXmPC81-Bz_KhWrXyfPzkU1Ai&__tn__=-%5dK-R






CLUB NEWS—Ormond by the Sea Lions Club 
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    Will Roberts, Tax Collector for Volusia County, was guest speaker and installation 

officer for the new members of the Ormond By The Sea Lions Club for the 25-26 Lions 

Year.  Since his office deals with many aspects of the community including taxes, the 

installation ceremony was based on Coins of the Future.    The Lions installed were as 

follows: Lion Tamer- Frank White- receiving a nickel; Tail Twister- Anne Thompson- A 

Sacagawea dollar; Directors- Maureen, Richard and Melinda- pennies; Secretary- Katie 

Hamlin- dime; Treasurer- PCC Greg Evans- quarter; 1st & 2nd VPs- Jean Cerullo and 

Kathleen Trutschel- 1/2 dollars; and President- Aleta Dick- Coin purse. Members then 

enjoyed cupcakes with chocolate money as decorations. 
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Stuffing fun!  

Thank you Wyatt Peck photography for the 

food donation to St Brendan’s food pantry.  



CLUB NEWS—Eastport Lions Club 
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    June 23—’This morning I had the honor of Installing officers of the Eastport Lions Club. 

Young club yet they are blazing the trail when it comes to service to their community. I 

wish President Connie all the luck, and best wishes to the past President Charlie in his con-

tinue endeavors. It is my last official club visit as a district governor. Although I will still be 

visiting clubs as a PDG (Past District Governor), it is not the same as being in the moment. 

What an awesome journey.’ [PDG Bob Armstrong] 
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CLUB NEWS—South Daytona Lions Club 

South Daytona Lion's Club Members 

serving at The Hope Place!  

Our South Daytona Lions Club is having a 

School Supply Drive for our Local Schools 

from July 18th through August 15th. Drop 

off location is at Hannah's Family Diner  

located at the corner of Reed Canal and 

Nova Rd. Supplies needed and appreciated 

are Scissors, Notebooks, Glue Sticks,    

Pencils, Black Pens, Erasers, Highlighters 

and Crayons. Thank you for your support! 

July 2 our South Daytona Lion's Club was 

proud to donate approximately $2000 

worth of Diapers and wipes to the Dayto-

na Junior League of Women's annual Dia-

per Drive. Pictured here are Lions Ming 

Hwa Song , Lion Mari Hennessy , Michelle 

Barnett (Junior League of Women), Lion 

Marcia Hilliard , and Lion Mike Mercier  

https://www.facebook.com/ming.song.798?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXkzxAZmUSJQEwbj0J-0FdOt7ZxdknJRDyLir1hS0W666TV0TguTabSoRUXYGwPcYlMJJGn6Uce7qv5Ir_PRxePG4DlZbGg23MVDaokSCUc7Qdnqqipf7LKsqlrJH_vwLNYOzile2YLQiiyNgbjU7lWWLXnXyiFN80QaLuZOMXeedSWx_VmWKgpK7CQ0bS9Mt0&__tn__=-%
https://www.facebook.com/ming.song.798?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXkzxAZmUSJQEwbj0J-0FdOt7ZxdknJRDyLir1hS0W666TV0TguTabSoRUXYGwPcYlMJJGn6Uce7qv5Ir_PRxePG4DlZbGg23MVDaokSCUc7Qdnqqipf7LKsqlrJH_vwLNYOzile2YLQiiyNgbjU7lWWLXnXyiFN80QaLuZOMXeedSWx_VmWKgpK7CQ0bS9Mt0&__tn__=-%
https://www.facebook.com/mari.hennessy?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXkzxAZmUSJQEwbj0J-0FdOt7ZxdknJRDyLir1hS0W666TV0TguTabSoRUXYGwPcYlMJJGn6Uce7qv5Ir_PRxePG4DlZbGg23MVDaokSCUc7Qdnqqipf7LKsqlrJH_vwLNYOzile2YLQiiyNgbjU7lWWLXnXyiFN80QaLuZOMXeedSWx_VmWKgpK7CQ0bS9Mt0&__tn__=-%
https://www.facebook.com/marcia.hilliard.9?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXkzxAZmUSJQEwbj0J-0FdOt7ZxdknJRDyLir1hS0W666TV0TguTabSoRUXYGwPcYlMJJGn6Uce7qv5Ir_PRxePG4DlZbGg23MVDaokSCUc7Qdnqqipf7LKsqlrJH_vwLNYOzile2YLQiiyNgbjU7lWWLXnXyiFN80QaLuZOMXeedSWx_VmWKgpK7CQ0bS9Mt0&__tn_
https://www.facebook.com/LP1Guy?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXkzxAZmUSJQEwbj0J-0FdOt7ZxdknJRDyLir1hS0W666TV0TguTabSoRUXYGwPcYlMJJGn6Uce7qv5Ir_PRxePG4DlZbGg23MVDaokSCUc7Qdnqqipf7LKsqlrJH_vwLNYOzile2YLQiiyNgbjU7lWWLXnXyiFN80QaLuZOMXeedSWx_VmWKgpK7CQ0bS9Mt0&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R


CLUB NEWS—Port Orange and South Daytona Lions Club 
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Lions from Port Orange-Volusia and South Daytona successfully participated in the annual 

BIPOC Health Fair in Deland. Lions provided free Blood Sugar and Vision screening. Indi-

viduals with screening results outside the normal parameters were advised what they 

should to alleviate the problem. Lions were ESPECAILLY pleased to hear from a Native 

American who, last year, had exceptionally high glucose readings. He followed the advice, 

changed his diet, and lowered his glucose readings to normal! Native Americans have the 

highest rate of diabetes of any ethnic group in the US, followed by African-Americans 

(National Institute of Health). Lions International is the world’s largest Service Organiza-

tion with 1.4 million members in over 200 countries. A local club may be found by check-

ing the internet under “FIND A LIONS CLUB”. BIPOC stands for Black, Indigenists, and 

People of Color. It is a national organization This event was again held In Deland and fo-

cused on mental health. 
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CLUB NEWS—Lake Sumter Lions Club 

PDG Patrick Pignataro and Janet Pignataro 

were recently recognized for their contri-

bution to the Leader Dogs for the Blind. 

IPP Jaci Newmark presented the 

Pignataro's with a certificate and tribute 

brick.  

 

Outgoing Lake Sumter Lions Club President 

Jaci Newmark presented incoming Club Prez 

Sonia Hernandez Saylor with a club presi-

dent pin at the first club meeting of the 2025

-2026 Lions year.  

Club IPP Jaci Newmark shows 

off the Recognition Certificate 

and Tribute Brick that the Lake 

Sumter Lions Club received 

from the Leader Dogs for the 

Blind. A Tribute Brick will be 

placed on the Leader Dogs for 

the Blind campus in Rochester, 

MI.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/487210758883977/user/1363431595/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXlDnLiDi-gDzje4tBofCFnRdxH_UlycybIKgbhu54mnTmKa9IRyAGRJwwbmLsgkWmomBBrcth5D1EihoyQwI0cqQ-uhoxRmlZjMfaMkf9yVsupQLYTbNoskc5PCLEI39nj-51E2b8tySKqa9AOqx1u&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/487210758883977/user/100012208993121/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXlDnLiDi-gDzje4tBofCFnRdxH_UlycybIKgbhu54mnTmKa9IRyAGRJwwbmLsgkWmomBBrcth5D1EihoyQwI0cqQ-uhoxRmlZjMfaMkf9yVsupQLYTbNoskc5PCLEI39nj-51E2b8tySKqa9AOqx1u&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/487210758883977/user/1181005353/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXlDnLiDi-gDzje4tBofCFnRdxH_UlycybIKgbhu54mnTmKa9IRyAGRJwwbmLsgkWmomBBrcth5D1EihoyQwI0cqQ-uhoxRmlZjMfaMkf9yVsupQLYTbNoskc5PCLEI39nj-51E2b8tySKqa9AOqx1u&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/487210758883977/user/1181005353/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUDVpJZlyPDsIw50fkgVJV6HMYaVH_fNa-96V1EUxXHWLfD3M6X0MOEJzDmBf5tq_5rVtRp9WHnTc6I0nFKAbmbzqGgkxkxPvxJKAj_E84978L-q9_Ehc4X9M5nZdSDqzL7jc4qUd1m8W9Oxc-xCtpu&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/487210758883977/user/1345321648/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUDVpJZlyPDsIw50fkgVJV6HMYaVH_fNa-96V1EUxXHWLfD3M6X0MOEJzDmBf5tq_5rVtRp9WHnTc6I0nFKAbmbzqGgkxkxPvxJKAj_E84978L-q9_Ehc4X9M5nZdSDqzL7jc4qUd1m8W9Oxc-xCtpu&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/487210758883977/user/1181005353/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVRv6u2-tpt5YCPwz2Kbu94S_wV4yYXaHYtCz_STccszIlp_1hYIhaTs2zN1jEDZUe2MQ9CI5CPIpoMFSWWptZV8hMZVllhilYs6eXudO6ZVePkdorr5os8eNQgDSzajK50O-Nu1VsbuIqN3ylwo-U1&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 
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Unfortunately, 

there is no 

lifeguard  

in the  

gene pool. 

 

The skunks got       

divorced. 
She took every scent 

he had. 

 

A will 

is really 

just a 

dead giveaway. 

When two vegans 

get into an 

argument 

is it still 

called a beef? 

 

I just discovered my 

electric toothbrush 

isn’t waterproof. 

I was shocked. 

 

Are fashion 

designers 

clothes minded? 

 

I was robbed 

by 6 dwarfs today… 

Not Happy. 

 

A radiator 

shop is a 

great place to 

take a leak. 

 

READ 

A Life of Crime 

By 

Robin Banks 

 
Next time you see 

your horse, just say 

hay! 

 

Spent my entire     

life savings              

on pasta. It was 

worth every penne! 

My 

intellectual 

property 

is in  

Foreclosure. 

 

I threw a seafood 

platter up on the  

ceiling. Seems only 

the fish sticks. 

I bought a 

first aid kit. 
 

Thought  I’d 

treat myself. 

Never lie to an           

X-ray tech … 
They can                   

see right               

through you. 



 With a sad heart I wanted everyone to know that Lion Mike 

Mercier passed away this July 23 at 3:00 P.M.. Mike was a 

member of the South Daytona Lions Club and great Lion and 

a friend for many years. He had suffered a lot the past few 

months and he is at peace.  

 

 

 

A long time member of High Point Lions Club, Lion Barbara 

Leach passed away suddenly. She was a good Lion and loved 

her club. Her passing will leave a void and she will be 

missed. Please be with us as we pay tribute to a loving Moth-

er, Grandmother, Great Grandmother, and Friend. High Point 

Community Center, 12249 Clubhouse Road, Brooksville, Flori-

da Saturday, September 13 at 12:30 P.M. 

 

 

 

Lion Jean Klune needs our prayers. A member of the South 

Daytona Lions Club, Lion Jean has been hospitalized for the 

last week. Please keep her in your prayers. 
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JOYS & CONCERNS 
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DISTRICT OFFICERS 

 

DISTRICT GOVERNOR  1st VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 2nd VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 

Maggiy Williams (Harry)  John Hanna (Bunny)   Sonia Saylor (Todd) 

1980 Stonebridge Dr SW  1076 Summerton Street  3242 Woodbridge Dr 

Winter Haven   FL   33880  The Villages   FL   32162  The Villages  FL  32162 

863-521-4152/863-299-9575 352-502-5966   912-228-2150 

lionmaggiy14@gmail.com  nfdw2retired@cloud.com  soniasaylor@bellsouth.net 

 

DISTRICT SECRETARY       DISTRICT TREASURER 

  

Joy Helmold    Joe Langello    

1780 Alyssum Loop   2323 N State Street Unit 58 

Lakeland   FL   33803  Bunnell   FL   32110   

207-522-0123   363-793-6888 

lionjoyhelmold@gmail.com  Joelangello@yahoo.com  

    

MULTIPLE DISTRICT 35 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY/TREASURER              Phone:  407-859-7174 

Gary LaSpina PDG, Executive Secretary  331 W. Central Avenue  Suite 246  

Paula Beach PDG, Treasurer   Winter Haven   FL   33880    

Email:  md35Lionsoffloridaandbahamas@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.lionsmd35.com 

       

INTERNATIONAL OFFICERS 

President,  A. P. SINGH, India 

First Vice President,   MARK LYON, Brookville CT, USA 

Second Vice President.  DR. MANOJ SHAH, Kenya 

Third Vice President. TONY BENBOW  Australia 

 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Lionsclubs/ 

Website: https://Lionsclubs.org 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/Lionsclubs 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/Lionsclubs/ 

 
Mail:  Lions Club International   

 Phone:   630-571-5466 


