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   They came by car; they came by truck.  

They came with excitement and a few anxi-

eties as this camp was going to be a differ-

ent situation for them.  But most of all, they 

came as Lions ready for another adventure 

and the opportunity to meet other Lions, 

make new friends, and learn. 

   After an introduction by the institute di-

rector (me) reminding them to be aware of 

the possibility of meeting an alligator or a 

snake or more bugs than they could imag-

ine, everyone settled down to introductions.  

Lions came from all four districts and New 

Hampshire with some districts having more 

participants than others.  The variety of 

offices held and experiences of the partici-

pants were amazing.  I knew this was going 

to be an outstanding group of Lions! 

   After pizza and an opening session, the 

participants were free to enjoy the beauty 

of the park, take a walk, or just rest to pre-

pare for a day of classes. 

   Friday morning started with a breakfast 

of homemade breakfast casseroles, donuts, 

and coffee in the Gold Room, our class-

room.  (The camp did not provide a meal as 

they needed 50 people to do that.)  Classes 

began with Lion Christine Malone who is a 

talented instructor.  She immediately set 

minds at rest concerning her class on Public 

Speaking and the fact that each would give 

a speech prior to leaving on Sunday.     

Following her, PCC Greg Evans, another 

talented instructor, led a session on Fast 

and Effective Teams which of course dealt 

with how to build teams among other ideas.  

Lots of ideas were discussed and evaluated 

on this subject.   

   Lunch time was a trying situation as once 

again we were eating in the Gold Room for 

the same reason as above.  However, sand-

wich materials were provided by the leaders 

and all had some lunch.  After lunch, it was 

time for PDG Jacquie Tripp to take the podi-

um, and once again we had a talented pre-

senter.  Lion Jacquie talked on Keeping 

Members Engaged with many ideas elicited 

from the participants.  Another great class!  

We’re on a roll!  Next comes Lion Christine 

with Communicating in a Fast-Paced World.  

Who knew there were so many ways to 

communicate!  After a short break, PCC 

Greg completed the class day with Meeting 

By PDG/GLT Vivian Henegar 



Page 2 Roar ‘n Growl 

in a Fast-Paced World.  If you thought that a virtual 

meeting was your only choice, Lion Greg and these Li-

ons can give you more ideas.  Wow! 

   Finally, a meal in the cafeteria not provided by the 

Lions staff gave us a chance to relax a little and get 

ready for the campfire and s’mores.  Lion Greg had 

gone the distance in provided the best of the best in 

marshmallow roasting appliances. I personally believe 

his distance was about two feet, as my stick could have 

roasted something much larger – maybe a two-pound 

marshmallow.  Okay, so I burnt my marshmallow, but 

the s’more was the best I have had in many years.  The 

campfire was fun and gave everyone who wanted to a 

chance to engage in a childhood treat. 

   Saturday breakfast was in the cafeteria and then it 

was time for class.  Lion Greg began the day with a 

class on Delegation.  This is such an important topic as 

it has far reaching consequences when not done with 

the proper amount of thought. Many of the pitfalls of 

delegating  as well as many of the benefits were raised 

by the participants.  Lion Jacquie followed with a class 

on International Priorities.  Membership and LCIF were 

discussed thoroughly with many ideas and comments 

from the participants. 

   After lunch in the cafeteria, a little free time was set 

aside so that help could be given to those wished help 

with their speeches.  Others could use the time for a 

walk or simply to rest.  Classes reconvened with Lion 

Christine presenting  a class on Overcoming Resistance.  

Lion Christine has much experience in this area and 

gave many helpful hints to overcome resistance.  Lion 

Jacquie then presented Goal Setting, one of her areas 

of experience.    SMART goals were reviewed and prac-

ticed.  But the day wasn’t over yet.  A decision was 

made that in order to give enough time for speeches on 

Sunday, Local Issues would be presented next.  All 

three presenters worked on this class. 

   Before dinner in the cafeteria, all participants were 

shooed out of the Gold Room  so the instructors could 

do a little decorating for the graduation ceremony at 

6:30.  The graduation ceremony was fun and all 25 

participants graduated magna cum laude.  Lots of pic-

tures were taken of each graduate. 

   Sunday morning was time to pack up, have breakfast 

-thanks to the wonderful breakfast casseroles Lion Greg 

prepared and donuts, and get ready to give speeches.  

The group did an outstanding job with their speeches 

and some even gave us more information about hap-

penings in their clubs!  Afterwards, folders containing 

speech evaluations were handed out, final good byes 

were said, and it was over.  Except for the instructors 

and director who still had a number of things to accom-

plish—which we did and then it was over.   

   My sincere and humble  thanks to Lions Christine 

Malone, Jacquie Tripp, and Greg Evans for all they did 

to make this Regional Lions Leadership Institute a suc-

cess! And to the participants, thanks for coming!  You 

all are amazing Lions! 

Lion Vivian 
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Student Quotations from 
Regional Lions Leadership Institute 
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Teri Barnett 

“I certainly learned a lot of leadership skills to use with my club and in future positions 

of leadership and in my personal life. Lots of great information in one place.” 

 

Robin Olbup 

“It was wonderful - everything from cooking to teaching—I was amazed. I could not 

have had a better time. Everyone made me feel so welcome.” 

 

Jennifer Helmer 

“As a new Lion, I was very nervous but everyone put me at ease. I feel very fortunate 

to have had these experienced instructors for my first class. Their different teaching 

techniques just came together. I was very comfortable with these leaders.” 
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CLUB NEWS - Ormond by the Sea Lions Club 
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   On March 21, members of the Ormond by the Sea Lions Club participated in the  Vet-

erans Stand Down blood sugar screening and vision tests. Senator Tom Wright makes 

special presentation. Lions Jerry and Marcia received their medals from Senator Wright. 

   Member of the club also attended a party for Christine’s Blankets at which 90 birthday 

gift bags, 83 blankets, lots of knit hats, sunglasses and of course cupcakes and ice 

cream were available to the guests at the biannual group birthday party.  



   FVDG John Hanna inducted three new 

members into the Lake Sumter Lions Club: 

Gina Diaz, Rock Diaz, and Daniel Smith 

with sponsors Annette Thomson, Doug  

Seiders, and Cheryl Pavell respectively. 

Congrats to All!   

CLUB NEWS—Lake Sumter Lions Club 
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Guest Speakers at a recent Lake Sumter 

Lions meeting were: Hunter Rice, Hearing 

Aid Specialist and graduate of The Villages 

Charter school and Ethan Cole, Vice Presi-

dent of Operations. Both are from the 

American Medical Hearing Centers. Thank 

you FVDG John Hanna for arranging this 

informative program.  

Our latest club photo 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/487210758883977/user/100010008673801/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZa1sYL7lkfDgSALc09RMqYLsuW7t-PYbVKp6nJpvJHZ7gXex89g1RkB7zG_maRqLrKIR1s7fvNtP_8RyeRU-2bRPG0OASOoW9UwY7KXSl4ULWNtrbHliGluoK1WS_bCXLU-2Nac5nLh6UL1WXb8vJh-&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/487210758883977/user/1398128780/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZa1sYL7lkfDgSALc09RMqYLsuW7t-PYbVKp6nJpvJHZ7gXex89g1RkB7zG_maRqLrKIR1s7fvNtP_8RyeRU-2bRPG0OASOoW9UwY7KXSl4ULWNtrbHliGluoK1WS_bCXLU-2Nac5nLh6UL1WXb8vJh-&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/487210758883977/user/61555860015494/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZa1sYL7lkfDgSALc09RMqYLsuW7t-PYbVKp6nJpvJHZ7gXex89g1RkB7zG_maRqLrKIR1s7fvNtP_8RyeRU-2bRPG0OASOoW9UwY7KXSl4ULWNtrbHliGluoK1WS_bCXLU-2Nac5nLh6UL1WXb8vJh-&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/487210758883977/user/100005657112856/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZnO92AgsDHFZJYW910ZmFj4e17y4KVfuI8pgntTtSd64zIEfwEMSD0Omoahap9X8tcpNaBmpORsUsWynrtpW2F-PlKUPGmC0LGm2sczcXeeQSzLVuOGBmH13qG9KTc8vzUIRbM2p-xHyAgx1HpE9Bz&__tn__=-%5dK-R


CLUB NEWS—South Daytona Lions Club 
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   On Wednesday, March 11th the South Daytona 

Lion's Club was excited to welcome the speaker of 

the day, Lindsay Elliott, Executive Director of   

Family Renew Community. Their motto is  "A Hand 

Up, Not a Handout"! They provide transitional 

housing for families with children who are experi-

encing homelessness. Housing is provided for up to 

40 families in locations in Holly Hill, Daytona 

Beach, DeLand and Edgewater. Families stay rent 

free for 6 months or more while building stability. 

Many arrive from cars, motels, or overcrowded 

homes. Parents work on employment, budgeting, 

debt reduction, and savings. This is a powerful   

reminder of the impact   

community support can 

have! Pictured here is Lion 

Carene Darcy and   Lindsay 

Elliott. 

CLUB NEWS—Inverness Lions Club 
 

Roadside Trash Pickup 



Lake Sumter Lions and Eastport Lions served as greeters February 28 at the Vision   

Expo at the Eisenhower Rec Center. They also assisted and directed attendees to the 

various presentations. Lake Sumter Lions John Thomson, Annette Thomson, Cheryl 

Pavell, and Doug Seiders also staffed a table where they explained the Club's monthly 

Lions/VIP (Visually Impaired Persons) Golf play at the El Santiago golf course. 

CLUB NEWS—lake Sumter Lions Club 
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Lake Sumter Lion Bob Hatten brought the Sal-

vation Army plaque to a recent Club meeting 

for all to see. Led by Lion Bob, Lake Sumter 

Lions were recognized as the top service club 

during the 2025 Holiday Red Kettle season, 

collecting over $4000 for the Salvation Army. 

Great Job Lion Bob and the LS Lions! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/487210758883977/user/100000588312153/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbM_a6GoAmkPwp8uVby7onB4bdM1LGq6-jyfB0hpaVctVFkkPAI7xVJx8gp8-rEBU1QUGPgRAbn3cxwpqTA0AukaXLSMSxcNrVVHayI1qz77KZ-BIOO8UgFLXseB1Z0SC-TPfEuIAUgIV3NYNIEdML0&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/487210758883977/user/1398128780/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbM_a6GoAmkPwp8uVby7onB4bdM1LGq6-jyfB0hpaVctVFkkPAI7xVJx8gp8-rEBU1QUGPgRAbn3cxwpqTA0AukaXLSMSxcNrVVHayI1qz77KZ-BIOO8UgFLXseB1Z0SC-TPfEuIAUgIV3NYNIEdML0&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/487210758883977/user/61555860015494/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbM_a6GoAmkPwp8uVby7onB4bdM1LGq6-jyfB0hpaVctVFkkPAI7xVJx8gp8-rEBU1QUGPgRAbn3cxwpqTA0AukaXLSMSxcNrVVHayI1qz77KZ-BIOO8UgFLXseB1Z0SC-TPfEuIAUgIV3NYNIEdML0&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/487210758883977/user/61555860015494/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbM_a6GoAmkPwp8uVby7onB4bdM1LGq6-jyfB0hpaVctVFkkPAI7xVJx8gp8-rEBU1QUGPgRAbn3cxwpqTA0AukaXLSMSxcNrVVHayI1qz77KZ-BIOO8UgFLXseB1Z0SC-TPfEuIAUgIV3NYNIEdML0&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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On March 6, Lion Mary Yochum presented 

with certificate of appreciation for CPR teach-

ing. A long time member of the Ormond by 

the Sea Lions Club, Lion Mary is constantly 

serving the club and community. Thanks for 

your tremendous contributions, Lion Mary. 

CLUB NEWS—Ormond by the Sea Lions Club 

During the Month of March members of the Ormond by the Sea Lions Club will be ob-

serving White Cane Day and accepting donations for the club. Come visit us at Publix 

and see what our Club is about. 



   On February 28, the Palm Coast Lions Club proudly inducted a new member, Lion 

Jeannette Mendoza! A Palm Coast resident since September 2021, Lion Jeannette has 

already embraced the heart of our community. She joined the Lions for the opportunity 

to serve and is especially looking forward to getting involved with our Diabetes      

Committee, making a meaningful impact where it matters most. As the CEO & Founder 

of Mendoza Coastal Notary, LLC, she brings leadership, professionalism, and a passion 

for helping others — qualities that truly reflect the spirit of Lionism. 

   Then this past Monday, March 9, 2026, the Palm Coast Lions Club had the honor of 

welcoming our District Governor, Lion Maggiy Williams, who joined us for a special 

evening and conducted the induction of two more new Lions! 

Please join us in welcoming Lion Cindy Polverino, sponsored by Lion Melondy         

Boskovitch, and Lion Judy Smith, sponsored by Lion Glenn Asher, as the newest mem-

bers of our Pride. We are excited to have them join our club and look forward to the 

impact they will make in our community. 

   We were also excited to have Michelle Bartlome, President of the Flagler County    

Rotary Club, as a special guest. Our two organizations are partnering together to    

support the Falcon Fuel Donation Drive, working collaboratively to help those in need. 

CLUB NEWS—Palm Coast Lions Club 
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CLUB NEWS—Davenport Lions Club 
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On March 2 at a regular meeting of the Davenport 

Lions Club, Past District Governor Bob Armstrong 

had the pleasure of inducting into the club Margie 

Southerland as the newest member. Welcome Lion 

Margie!! 

Also present at this meeting was guest speaker 

Lion Dennis Dulniak. Lion Dennis is involved in a 

number of organizations: Youth Exchange Scholar-

ship Trust Foundation [YESTF], the Hearing Board, 

and perhaps most importantly Nana’s Books. Lion 

Dennis also shared his work with Alzheimer’s    

Disease. 



   On Tuesday, March 24, the Inverness Lions Club celebrated 50 years of service to 

the Inverness Community. In attendance were District Governor Maggiy and PDG Harry 

Williams, FVDG John and Bunny Hanna, SVDG Sonia and Todd Saylor, PDG Steven Van 

Varick and PDG/GLT Vivian Henegar. Clubs from across the Northern region of District 

35 O were also  there: Beverly Hills Lions Club, Iglis-Yankeetown Lions Club, Lake 

Sumter Lions Club, High Point Lions Club, Crystal River Kings Bay Lions Club, and Lake 

Alfred Lions Club. 

   President Lion Karen Magno called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone. 

She asked Lion Mike Isley to deliver the invocation and Lion Mat Garvia to led in the 

Pledge to the Flag. Following introduction of the head table, everyone enjoyed a dinner 

of barbecued ribs, chicken strips, Cole slaw and dessert. 

   After dinner PDG Steven Van Varick has asked to induct a new member, Jessica   

Perdomo. PDG Steven and DG Maggiy reviewed what the club has accomplished over 

the last fifty year, citing historical and social events. FVDG John  and SVDG Sonia were 

also asked to comment on the club’s history. 

   It was a fun evening. Congratulations to the members of the Inverness Lions Club as 

they continue to serve the Inverness Community. 

CLUB NEWS—Inverness Lions Club 50th Anniversary 
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CLUB NEWS—Ormond Beach Lions Club 
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Ormond Beach Lions Club honored Leena Harman,  

Student/Athlete for March.  



   On Wednesday evening, March 11, the Floral City Lions Club held its annual Donation  

Dinner where the club invites groups and organizations from the community to come to 

the club, receive a great fried fish dinner and a donation to their groups. District Gover-

nor Maggiy Williams and Partner-in-Service PDG Harry Williams were also in attend-

ance. 

   Following dinner Lion President Victor Keesling presented the donations: 

 Floral City Church Food Pantry, 

 Floral City United Methodist Church Food Pantry and Tuesday meals for the 

 homeless, 

 Floral City Heritage Council and Museum, 

 Ninne Hasse Girls Camp [which offers structure and safety to girls in need], 

 Floral City Garden Club [take care of memorials, welcomes gardeners, creates 

 Christmas decorations and teaches gardening], 

 Mount Carmel Church, offering food, clothing and books to those in need, 

 Floral City Safety Patrol at the local elementary school, providing shirts, snacks, 

 and working to earn money to go to Washington D.C., 

 Boy Scouts, and 

 Lions Saving Sight [aka Florida Lions Foundation for the Blind, to assist with eye 

 surgeries in Florida 

CLUB NEWS—Floral City Lions Club 
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CLUB NEWS—Lake Alfred Lions Club Projects 

Page 19 Volume I, Issue 6 

 

Auctions Getting ready for Easter 

Reading, Sorting and Packing 

up Eyeglasses for PRTS 

2nd Friday Night Auto Show 









heathervass@hotmail.co
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 
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What do you call a 

lion running a  

photocopier?  

A copycat. 

 

Before it was carved, 

Mt. Rushmore’s 

beauty was 

unpresidented. 

 

 

What do you call having 

your grandmother on 

speed dial? 

Instagram. 

 

 

What does a dentist 

call x-rays? 

Tooth picks. 

 

I accidentally drank a 

bottle of invisible ink. 

Now I’m in the hospital 

waiting to be seen. 

 

Why don’t scientists 

trust atoms? 
Because they make 

up everything. 

 

If mediums can    

communicate with 

the dead, just         

imagine what a   

large can do! 

 

My life coach told    

me that I didn’t    

make the team. 

 

 

Would you call a 

cow’s knee a   

“burger joint?” 

 

 

When an escalator 

stops, 

 it just stairs. 

 

If wisdom comes 

with age,  
wrinkles must be 

wisecracks! 

 

I had a date last 

night. It was perfect. 

Tonight I might try  

a grape. 

 

.A man tried to sell me 

a casket today. I told 

him that’s the last 

thing I need. 

 

 

I saw Captain Hook 

at the second hand 

store. 

 

The inventor of throat 

lozenges had died. 

There was no coffin 

at the funeral. 
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   It is with sadness that we announce the passing of our good 

friend and Past International Director Lion A. Geoffrey Wade 

this morning. Deepest sympathies to his wife, Lion Nancy, and 

his family. Please keep them in your prayers.  

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
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DISTRICT GOVERNOR  1st VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 2nd VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 

Maggiy Williams (Harry)  John Hanna (Bunny)   Sonia Saylor (Todd) 

1980 Stonebridge Dr SW  1076 Summerton Street  3242 Woodbridge Dr 

Winter Haven   FL   33880  The Villages   FL   32162  The Villages  FL  32162 

863-521-4152/863-299-9575 352-502-5966   912-228-2150 

lionmaggiy14@gmail.com  nfdw2retired2@cloud.com  soniasaylor@bellsouth.net 

 

DISTRICT SECRETARY       DISTRICT TREASURER   

Joy Helmold    Joe Langello    

1780 Alyssum Loop   2323 N State Street Unit 58 

Lakeland   FL   33803  Bunnell   FL   32110   

207-522-0123   363-793-6888 

lionjoyhelmold@gmail.com  Joelangello@yahoo.com  

    

MULTIPLE DISTRICT 35 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY/TREASURER              Phone:  407-859-7174 

Gary LaSpina PDG, Executive Secretary  331 W. Central Avenue  Suite 246  

Paula Beach PDG, Treasurer   Winter Haven   FL   33880    

Email:  <md35execsec@md35lions.org>  

Website: http://www.lionsmd35.com 

       

INTERNATIONAL OFFICERS 

President,  A. P. SINGH, India 

First Vice President,   MARK LYON, Brookville CT, USA 

Second Vice President.  DR. MANOJ SHAH, Kenya 

Third Vice President. TONY BENBOW  Australia 

 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Lionsclubs/ 

Website: https://Lionsclubs.org 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/Lionsclubs 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/Lionsclubs/ 

 
Mail:  Lions Club International   

  Phone:   630-571-5466 

  300 W. 22nd Street 

  Oak Brook   IL   USA   60523-8842 

 

 


