
Pg 3-4 Meet the ASET-
NSW Team

We have some new committee members! Welcoming Kate
McLaren and Ella Scott to our team. Kate is our new Secretary,
Jasmina has moved to Vice Chair and Lisa has taken over the
Treasury role. Ella will be helping out with PD and our annual
conference. Read more about these ladies and the rest of our
team on pages 3-4. 

Please note we have updated our email addresses to
@asetnsw.org.au so please check address before sending
messages to the team. Our original @gmail.com mailboxes
will be monitored less frequently as we all transition.

We have multiple PD opportunities for you this year in Terms 2
and 3. See page 5 for more info.  Our ASET Conference 2026
will run at UTS on 16/17 November. Stay tuned for more
information on new presentations over coming months.
Always a fabulous networking opportunity too!
We have added more information to our ASET MEMBERS area
on our website, including 2025 ASET Conference notes shared
from our presenters. Please check regularly as we put more
resources (see page 7 for how to access).
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ASET would like to help facilitate catch ups in your local areas
with other lab techs. Theres always tips to share and a new
like minded friend could be just around the corner 😊. If this is
something you would like to help us arrange in your
neighbourhood, please email Jo at chair@asetnsw.org.au.
Ideas so far include coffee mornings, Stitch and Chat at a
local pub, Dinners at a local club. Members and non
members welcome – it’s just about bringing labbies together.  

Jasmina is starting the ball rolling with
a lunch on Sat 28  March at Mingara,
Central Coast. If you would like more
details on this particular event, please
contact Vicechair@asetnsw.org.au

th

https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
http://asetnsw.org.au/
http://gmail.com/
https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
mailto:chair@asetnsw.org.au
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We’re incredibly proud of our inaugural recipient of the Margaret Croucher award,
Dearne Stephen, and the impact she’s already had through her dedication to
supporting and training laboratory technicians. You’ll be able to read more about
Dearne’s journey in our upcoming newsletters, so keep an eye out. 

As we look ahead, we’re starting to shape what defines an exceptional lab technician.
Nominations for the Margaret Croucher Award will open in late Term 2, so now is a
great time to think about colleagues who truly deserve recognition. We’d love our
members to help make this award something meaningful and enduring.  

We hope you enjoy this newsletter edition from Salena Bryce and the ASET team. Reach
out to me anytime with suggestions and ideas for this support group at
chair@asetnsw.org.au

ASET-NSW Inc.
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Chairperson’s Message cont.

Jo Walker (Chairperson)

Dearne Stephen

mailto:chair@asetnsw.org.au
https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
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Kate McLarenSecretary
secretary@asetnsw.org.au

Jo Walker

Chairperson

chai
r@aset

nsw.
org.a

u

Jasmina HazrolajVice Chair
vicechair@asetnsw.org.au
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Meet the ASET-NSW
Team!

Behind every great science department is a team of skilled technicians making it
happen. We’re proud labbies committed to supporting our profession and each other
across NSW.

Term 1 2026

25 years in laboratories and I still
love the variety and problem-solving
the role brings. No two days are the
same. Outside school, I’m always up

for a themed dress-up and love
snorkelling when I can.

Over 20 years in school science and
passionate about strengthening our

technician community. I believe in fair pay,
proper recognition, and clear career

pathways for lab staff — and making sure
technicians are respected for the skilled

professionals we are.

Lisa Corado
Treasurer

treasurer@asetnsw.org.au

Six years at Ambarvale High and proud to
be a labbie. I enjoy supporting staff and

students and keeping the prep room
running smoothly — even the endless

glassware. In my spare time, I’m gardening
or bushwalking.

A lab tech for 11 years - previously in the
travel industry - both have the variety,

complexity and wonder of seeing enjoyment ... 
I love making prac come to life, being

organised and streamlined for my faculty. 
I spend my free time cross stitching and with

my church family.

https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
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ASET-NSW Committee 2026
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Jo Horne

IT & Website

it@asetn
sw.or

g.au

Melissa Siddons 
Committee Member

Salena Bryce 

Newsletter Editor

editor@asetnsw.o
rg.au

Ella Scott 
Committee Member 

18 years in schools and the prep room is my
happy place. I love being part of the behind-

the-scenes work that makes practical science
possible. Outside school: walking, singing,
growing veggies, and time with my dogs.

I am passionate about science education
and have learned so much working as a

lab tech. The biggest highlight of my job is
helping students with an experiment and
then hearing them say that they think

science is so cool!

Based at Peel High in Tamworth, I value
the variety and teamwork that science
brings. Every day is different, and I love
being part of a profession that keeps

learning.

Ten years at Wee Waa High and I still
enjoy sharing the excitement of
science with students. I keep our

digital space running smoothly. Off
duty, it’s cross stitch and a good

book.

https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
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TROUBLE SHOOTING & EQUIPMENT
REPAIRS WITH BOB DEATH TERM 2 
TROUBLE SHOOTING & EQUIPMENT
REPAIRS WITH BOB DEATH TERM 2 

When:- Monday 20  April (SD Day Term 2), 9am—2:45pm th

Where:- Evans High School, 166 Walters Rd, Blacktown

Cost:- $60 ASET members, $80 non-members, 

includes tea, coffee, snacks & lunch.

Please email Jo Walker at chair@asetnsw.org.au to 

secure your spot & request an invoice. 

Registrations close on Friday 10 April, 2026.

TROUBLE SHOOTING & EQUIPMENT
REPAIRS WITH BOB DEATH TERM 3 
TROUBLE SHOOTING & EQUIPMENT
REPAIRS WITH BOB DEATH TERM 3 

When:- Monday 20  JULy (SD Day Term 3), 9am—2:45pm th

Where:- We are looking for a host school in newcastle

please get in touch with Jo at chair@asetnsw.org.au for

information on hosting or attending

DAY OF LEARNING AT WENONA
TERM 2 WK 8 - THURS 18 JUNE
DAY OF LEARNING AT WENONA
TERM 2 WK 8 - THURS 18 JUNE

hands-on PD day for lab technicians 

practical, useful & straight from real classrooms.

• Cathode ray tubes

• Hertz radio waves (yes — working!)

• Interference with radio waves

• Ohm’s Law that actually works

• Motors & troubleshooting

• Enzymes in action

• Pink agar & microbiology tips

• Dissection prep and setup

 limited places so we can keep it hands on. register interest

with Jasmina at Vicechair@asetnsw.org.au

All lab techs welcome, catering provided 

it will run at cost.

Come for the ideas, stay for the labbie chat.

A S E T  P D  D A Y S  2 0 2 6

ASET CONFERENCE 2026ASET CONFERENCE 2026

SOCIAL CATCH UP
HADLEYS RESTAURANT

MINGARA, CENTRAL COAST
LAB TECH LUNCH 12PM
SATURDAY 28  MARCHTH

ALL WELCOME!
CONTACT JAS AT

VICECHAIR@ASETNSW.ORG.AU

SOCIAL CATCH UP
HADLEYS RESTAURANT

MINGARA, CENTRAL COAST
LAB TECH LUNCH 12PM
SATURDAY 28  MARCHTH

ALL WELCOME!
CONTACT JAS AT

VICECHAIR@ASETNSW.ORG.AU

16-17  Novemberth

University of technology, sydney

https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
mailto:chair@asetnsw.com.au
mailto:chair@asetnsw.com.au
mailto:Vicechair@asetnsw.org.au
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ASET-NSW Annual Conference 2026
16  and 17  November 2026th th

ASET-NSW 
Conference 2026

because you definitely don’t want to  miss it.....

https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
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Member’s only area on
ASET-NSW website

All ASET members should have received the password to access the Member’s Only
area on our website.
We will be regularly adding to the area. Please check out our latest ’drop’ which
includes useful information and resources from our conference presenters. 

There is also some very useful links which will take you to other science resources,
an ASET-NSW newsletter archive, and a great downloadable resource book from
MTA, plus some pracs.
Become a member of ASET-NSW today and enjoy the benefits including: 

Access to professional development events
Regular newsletter and information
Networking with other industry professionals
Resources and ideas to support your practice
Member’s Only area on website with stacks of resources and information.

Membership is only $50/year.

https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
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Calendar
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7 April - World Health Day 

16- 26 April - NSW Youth Week

I am sure you can find an excuse to celebrate here somewhere...!
(Who decides these days anyway?)

23 March - National Eucalypt Day 
23 March - World Meteorological Day 
28 March - Earth Hour

17 April - Internation Bat Appreciation Day 

22 April Earth Day

2 May World Tuna Day 
18-24 May National Archaeology Week 
20 May World Bee Day 
22 May International Day for

Biological Diversity

5June World Environment Day 
8 June World Oceans Day
15 June Global Wind Day 

19 June World Albatross Day

March

April

May

June

November
16-17 November - ASET-NSW
Annual Conference

28 March - ASET lunch @ Mingara, 
Central Coast

20 April - ASET PD Day Penrith

20 July - ASET PD Penrith
July

18 June - ASET PD Day @ Wenona

https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
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Nominations for the Margaret Croucher Award will open to everyone in the school
science community in Term 2. A colleague, teacher, technician, supervisor, or school
staff member can nominate someone they believe deserves recognition. Self-
nominations are also welcome. We understand that many laboratory technicians work
alone, and the incredible work happening behind the scenes is not always visible to
others. If you are proud of what you do, or if someone has quietly made your lab a
better place, this is a chance to recognise that.

A nomination can be supported by teachers, technicians, or others who have seen the
impact of that person’s work in the laboratory or the wider school community. (Just to
keep things fair, nominations from husbands probably won’t hold much weight!)
We are looking for technicians who go above and beyond: people who keep
laboratories safe, organised, and running smoothly; who support teachers and
students; who share knowledge, mentor others, or lift the professionalism of our field.
Sometimes it’s innovation, sometimes leadership, sometimes simply years of quiet
dedication, the kind of work that makes everyone else’s job easier.

The award is named after Margaret Croucher because she represents exactly that
spirit. Since 1988, Margaret has been the quiet powerhouse behind decades of strong,
safe, and seriously well-run school science laboratories across NSW. She supported
teachers, mentored technicians, helped build ASET-NSW from the ground up, and
gently, but very effectively, raised the professional bar for all of us. Margaret never
sought recognition; she simply made sure others had the confidence, skills, and
support to succeed.

This award carries her name to celebrate technicians who do the same.

asetnsw.org.auPage 9

Margaret Croucher
Award

Term 1 2026

https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
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Margaret Croucher Award
Start contemplating now...

You don’t have to be loud to make a difference!

If you mentor others, improve systems, lift standards, solve problems, or quietly
keep everything running , this could be you.

This award recognises technicians who go above and beyond for their school and
their profession.

Nominate a colleague.
Or nominate yourself.

You’ve earned the right to be recognised.

Nominations will open in late Term 2.

https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
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Behind the Labcoat
Outgoing ASET-NSW Committee member

Jane MacCormick
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I have a degree in Agricultural Science and started work as a
technical officer on a Biosolids project growing crops and
sampling soil and plant material. I then worked for 15 years as
Catchment Officer and later Education Officer at Warragamba
Dam.

My husband and I took our
three boys to England for a
year in 2014 and I started
working in schools while I
was over there. When we
returned I applied for the lab
assistant position at
Richmond High School where
I have been ever since.

Hi, I’m Jane. I am a lab assistant at Richmond High School and
an ASET-NSW Committee member.

Outside of school, I enjoy the outdoors
with camping, bushwalking, ski touring,
kayaking and bike riding my favourite
activities. I am a Venturer Scout leader so
do lots of those activities through Scouts
as well as with my family. I am a member
of the RFS in a small brigade in the
Hawkesbury. I am about to start my Crew
Leader training which is a bit daunting! I
also assist with random things at church.

Richmond HS Science Faculty, Book Week.

https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
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Behind the Labcoat cont.
Outgoing ASET-NSW Committee member

Jane MacCormick

Rendering the walls

Outside rendered

Stacking the straw
in the walls.

Sanding the floors

asetnsw.org.auPage 12
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Fun Fact about me:-
When I sneeze, I do 8-12 small sneezes in a row. It has been 
compared to the starting of a small motor with a rip cord. 

We are currently owner building a straw bale house. We have been working on it for
almost 7 years and are finally getting close to finished. We’ve finished all the rendering

of the walls, sanded and coated all the timber floors, installed all the ceilings,
completed the bathrooms and are now working on the kitchen. The end is in sight!
We live on 2.5 acres and have a small pound puppy called Swelkie (named after a

whirlpool in the Scottish fairy tale book of my grandmother’s), a couple of bee hives
and 6 chooks who think a house under construction is their personal laying box.

https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
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Last Monday I checked the spinach in the garden bed,
beautiful, green, and thriving perfect for our biology
photosynthesis experiment. On Tuesday morning,
experiment day, I went out to collect it, and it was all
gone. Completely gone. Not a leaf left. The look of
desperation, confusion, and quiet panic must have been
written all over my face. What on earth was I supposed
to do now?
So, as lab technicians do best, I improvised. In another
garden bed there was some common mint growing, so I
harvested that instead and set up the experiment.
And, would you believe it—it worked even better than the
spinach.
So, thank you, Mr Possum. Not the outcome I planned,
but a successful experiment all the same. 

From Jasmina, our Vice Chair:-

This is the method for the photosynthesis prac Jasmina was setting up: 
1.Fill the 800 mL beaker about ¾ full of water. 
2.Cut a fresh mint sprig and place it in the beaker. 
3.Position the inverted glass funnel over the mint so the plant is fully covered. 
4.Fill the test tube completely with water. 
5. Invert the test tube and place it over the funnel stem underwater. 
6.Secure the tube upright using a clamp stand. 
7.Place the lamp 10–15 cm from the beaker. 
8. Insert the thermometer into the water. 
9.Allow the setup to stabilise for 2–3 minutes. 

10.Start timing and collect oxygen for 10 minutes. 

Tips and Tricks to Improve Your Lab Life  

Term 1 2026

https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
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Tips and Tricks to Improve Your Lab Life  

Term 1 2026

Recently there was a news
item in the box about how
schools using Jacaranda
Science resources now have
access to a library of pro-
forma risk assessments for
Core Science. You can find
them in the Library section of
the Risk Assessment Search
box.

Don’t forget to regularly check the
RiskAssess News box at the bottom of the
RiskAssess Home page. 

Calling all wonderful Brain’s Trust Labbies out there:
Please share your tips and tricks with us - you are all such a wealth
of knowledge and experience, its important we share it with each
other to improve our professional lives and wellbeing in general. I

know you know so much.
Email me, Salena, at editor@asetnsw.org.au, I can’t wait to hear

from you. 

https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
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In 2019, the International Year of the Periodic Table, The Element Set Project was started,
by a group based at Monash University who were passionate about enthusing and
inspiring students about STEM subjects. They assembled sets to be distributed free to
schools who applied for them. Priority was given to rural, remote, low SEO and
government schools. The project has officially finished but if you head to the website,
elementsets.net, you can apply for a set if you haven’t already got one (there is a limit of
one set per school). Please check if your school already has one or not, using the map on
the website, before ordering a set. If your school received an original set with 30-33
elements you are eligible for an upgrade of the remaining 5 elements. The sets come
with an information booklet which contains a page of information per element. On the
website there are also links to download great teaching resources to use with the sets,
such as lesson ideas and games. Its well worth checking out. 

For our set, see above, the first thing I did was glue the lids onto
the container! You guys know why :D 
I then worked with our wonderful TAS assistant, Mark, to design
and make our beautiful stand. Each little container can be
removed to look at. The display board can sit on the stand, or
can be lifted off. There is one empty hole, so should be easy for
teachers to see if the elements are not all there at the end of
class! In hindsight, I should have made one more with Oxygen,
(there is already a nitrogen one).
I haven’t figured out how to keep the booklet with the stand yet,
any ideas are welcome.
If you have an element set in your school and you have figured
out a display system for it - please send us a picture or two
(editor@asetnsw.org.au), I would love to see everyone’s ideas.
If you don’t have an element set yet, make haste and get thee
one as soon as you can! elementsets.net                      -Salena

If you are in a Primary or Combined School, the Element Set people have a project just for you called
Crystal Explorer kits. Check it out here.

The Element Sets Project

https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
https://elementsets.net/project/
https://elementsets.net/project/
https://braggyourpattern.com/crystal-explorer-kits/
https://elementsets.net/
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If you are in a Primary or Combined School, the Element Set people have a project just for you called
Crystal Explorer kits. Check it out here.
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SETA Report
(Science Education Technicians of Australia)

SETA has recently welcomed new leadership and a fresh wave of energy. The focus
moving forward is simple; reconnecting and supporting laboratory technicians across
Australia and strengthening the links between our state technician communities.

One of the first steps has been starting a national working group to look at the
professional status of school laboratory technicians. The group will explore ways to
improve recognition of the role and work towards clearer expectations around training
and qualifications for the profession.

It’s an exciting time, with new ideas and a shared goal of making sure lab technicians
across Australia feel connected, supported, and recognised for the important work
they do.

Jasmina Hazrolaj
SETA secretary

https://braggyourpattern.com/crystal-explorer-kits/
https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
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Science Funnies and other
Stuff to Make You Smile 
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More of Our 
Wonderful Sponsors

https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
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See you next time!
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If you have any interesting stories, jokes, photos, tips,
events or other information with a science theme, that I
can include in this newsletter please email me, I would
love to hear your ideas.
Similarly, if you have any feedback about the newsletter
please let me know, it would be greatly appreciated.

Salena Bryce
(ASET-NSW Newsletter Editor)
editor@asetnsw.org.au

Term 1 2026
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	Tips and Tricks to Improve Your Lab Life
	Don’t forget to regularly check the RiskAssess News box at the bottom of the RiskAssess Home page.
	Recently there was a news item in the box about how schools using Jacaranda Science resources now have access to a library of pro-forma risk assessments for Core Science. You can find them in the Library section of the Risk Assessment Search box.
	Calling all wonderful Brain’s Trust Labbies out there: Please share your tips and tricks with us - you are all such a wealth of knowledge and experience, its important we share it with each other to improve our professional lives and wellbeing in general. I know you know so much. Email me, Salena, at editor@asetnsw.org.au, I can’t wait to hear from you.
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	The Element Sets Project
	In 2019, the International Year of the Periodic Table, The Element Set Project was started, by a group based at Monash University who were passionate about enthusing and inspiring students about STEM subjects. They assembled sets to be distributed free to schools who applied for them. Priority was given to rural, remote, low SEO and government schools. The project has officially finished but if you head to the website, elementsets.net, you can apply for a set if you haven’t already got one (there is a limit of one set per school). Please check if your school already has one or not, using the map on the website, before ordering a set. If your school received an original set with 30-33 elements you are eligible for an upgrade of the remaining 5 elements. The sets come with an information booklet which contains a page of information per element. On the website there are also links to download great teaching resources to use with the sets, such as lesson ideas and games. Its well worth checking out.
	For our set, see above, the first thing I did was glue the lids onto the container! You guys know why :D  I then worked with our wonderful TAS assistant, Mark, to design and make our beautiful stand. Each little container can be removed to look at. The display board can sit on the stand, or can be lifted off. There is one empty hole, so should be easy for teachers to see if the elements are not all there at the end of class! In hindsight, I should have made one more with Oxygen, (there is already a nitrogen one). I haven’t figured out how to keep the booklet with the stand yet, any ideas are welcome. If you have an element set in your school and you have figured out a display system for it - please send us a picture or two (editor@asetnsw.org.au), I would love to see everyone’s ideas. If you don’t have an element set yet, make haste and get thee one as soon as you can! elementsets.net                      -Salena
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	SETA Report
	(Science Education Technicians of Australia)
	SETA has recently welcomed new leadership and a fresh wave of energy. The focus moving forward is simple; reconnecting and supporting laboratory technicians across Australia and strengthening the links between our state technician communities.
	One of the first steps has been starting a national working group to look at the professional status of school laboratory technicians. The group will explore ways to improve recognition of the role and work towards clearer expectations around training and qualifications for the profession.
	It’s an exciting time, with new ideas and a shared goal of making sure lab technicians across Australia feel connected, supported, and recognised for the important work they do.
	Jasmina Hazrolaj SETA secretary
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	See you next time!
	If you have any interesting stories, jokes, photos, tips, events or other information with a science theme, that I can include in this newsletter please email me, I would love to hear your ideas. Similarly, if you have any feedback about the newsletter please let me know, it would be greatly appreciated.
	Salena Bryce (ASET-NSW Newsletter Editor) editor@asetnsw.org.au
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