Science Lab Spill Response Procedure Guide
1. Stay Calm and Identify the Spill
· Check the chemical label or SDS to confirm the spill type: acid, base, or solvent.
· Assess the size of the spill (small or large).

2. Alert and Protect
· Inform your teacher immediately.
· Put on PPE: gloves, safety glasses, lab coat or disposable apron.
· Avoid breathing fumes and open windows if safe.

3. Prevent Spread
· Use absorbent pads or materials to contain the spill edges.
· Block any drains or ventilation near the spill area.

4. Neutralize and Absorb
	Spill Type
	What to Use
	How to Use

	Acid Spill
	Sodium bicarbonate
	Carefully sprinkle sodium bicarbonate starting from the outside edge of the spill and working inward in a circular motion to contain the spill and prevent spreading. It will fizz as it neutralizes the acid. Wait until fizzing stops before proceeding. Then soak up with absorbent pads or paper towels.

	Base Spill
	Citric acid
	Carefully sprinkle citric acid powder starting from the outside edge of the spill and working inward in a circular motion to contain and neutralize the base. Wait until reaction slows, then soak up with pads or paper towels.

	Solvent Spill
	Clay-based kitty litter
	Spread kitty litter generously starting from the outside edge of the spill and working inward in a circular motion to absorb the solvent. Let it soak completely before cleaning up.


Important: Do NOT mix neutralizers or add water unless directed by your supervisor.

5. Clean Up
· Use the dustpan and brush or scoop to collect the neutralized or absorbed material.
· Place all contaminated materials and used PPE into a heavy-duty, sealable disposal bag or container.
· Label the waste as Hazardous Waste.

6. Dispose Properly
· Follow your school’s hazardous waste disposal protocol.
· Never pour chemicals or contaminated absorbents down the drain.

7. Report the Incident
· Fill out an incident report form with details of the spill and cleanup.
· Notify the science department or safety officer.

8. Post-Cleanup Safety
· Remove PPE carefully and dispose or clean as instructed.
· Wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water.
· Clean any tools used during cleanup.

Emergency Reminders:
· If chemicals contact skin or eyes, rinse immediately at the eyewash station for at least 15 minutes and seek medical help.
· For large or hazardous spills, evacuate the area and call emergency services.

