
Pg 3 Conference
Information

asetnsw.org.au Term 2 2026

In this issue:- Chairperson’s Message
Pg 1-2 Chairperson’s
message

Pg 16 Jokes and
funnies

Pg 6 What’s Coming
Up/Calendar

Pg 12 Introducing
ABC Training

Pg 7 What’s been
going on

Pg 5 Conference
Competitions

Pg 13 ConASTA and
SETA info 

Pg 9-10 Behind the
Lab Coat - Dearne
Stephen
Pg 11 National Science
Week

Pg 14-15 Tips and
Tricks

Pg 8 Margaret
Croucher Award

Page 17-21 Sponsors

Page 21 Message
from committee.

We are reaching the halfway mark of another busy year! 
ASET-NSW has been working hard behind the scenes to
facilitate PD Days, social catch ups and plan your
Conference 2026.
Welcome to all our new members. We currently have 193
paid members.
Our group is run by volunteers and we would love to hear
your voices too!

Ways you can get involved
Run a hands on workshop, dissection session,
or coffee and chat session at the conference 
Instigate a social catch up to meet lab techs

in your area 
Share your favourite tips and tricks for our

newsletter

Hear more about our March Central coast labbie catch up
day on page 7. Thank you Jasmina for bringing this event
together.
Lisa, our fantastic treasurer, would like to invite you to a
LABBIES LUNCH at Wests Leagues Friday July 10 , see more
info on page 6. Let Lisa know if you can make it at
treasurer@asetnsw.org.au or just come along! 

th

We are here to support you! Help your ASET team get labbies
the training, support and networking you need most. 
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Chairperson’s Message cont.

Training 
ASET is working with DET networks to prepare for the next Government Training
package upgrades. Existing accredited courses Cert III and IV and Diploma do not fully
address the operational realities of school science technicians and more school-
specific laboratory training units and programs are required. If you are interested in
helping to establish these units, or if you have experience in grant writing and securing
funding to support their development and production, please get in touch. 

Conference
Our Conference program will be released mid
Term 3 ready for Registrations around Week
8. Check it out early and get ready to sign up
early to get your first preferences. 

-Jo Walker (ASET-NSW Chairperson)

PD news  
Hear more from our host Annette about the Term 2 PD day at Blacktown on page 7. 
Unfortunately we have had to cancel our Term 3 PD session as Bob is unwell and needs
to focus on his health. Bob Death is an amazingly giving human and we have all been
so lucky to have him run multiple hands-on learning sessions. We wish Bob all the best
for a safe and restful recovery and hope to see him back for the November
Conference. 

mailto:chair@asetnsw.org.au
mailto:vicechair@asetnsw.org.au
mailto:secretary@asetnsw.org.au
mailto:treasurer@asetnsw.org.au
mailto:it@asetnsw.org.au
mailto:editor@asetnsw.org.au
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NUR TURING
KNOWLEDGE
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Save the date so
you don’t miss out!

Registrations
open Mid-Term 3.

16-17th
November

2026
University of
Technology,

Sydney

https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
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Will you be one of our STAR labbie presenters? 
Reach out for ideas or support if you are interested. 

some of The most popular sessions at our conference are led by Labbies.
We understand each other’s challenges and real-world experience, practical

tips and best practices that help others succeed.
All Lab Techs hosting a session get free entry on that day.

Reach out for more information on presenting please.

 
Doug and Matt have some new ideas this year and if there is a technique
or topic– especially one relating to the new curriculum – you would like
to learn, please reach out to me at chair@asetnsw.org.au and we can

pass this info on to our amazing presenters.  
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We need you!

Our presenters would like to mix it up and want
to know... 

 WHAT DO YOU WANT TO LEARN ABOUT?

https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
mailto:chair@asetnsw.org.au


CONFERENCE!CONFERENCE!
Win your way to the

ASETNSW 2026
Win your way to the

ASETNSW 2026

If you are a Sydney Metro labbie you could win: 
Conference registration for BOTH days!
1 year membership to ASET NSW!

Proudly sponsored by the team at ASET NSW.

HOW TO ENTER:
Tell us about yourself and how you and your school would

benefit from your attendance (in 150 words or less).
    Send your entry to secretary@asetnsw.org.au with subject of METRO       

   COMPETITION. 

are proud to sponsor one regional ASET
member to attend the 

ASET-NSW 2026 Conference.
 

All you have to do is tell us about
yourself and how you and your
school would benefit from your

attendance at our fantastic annual
conference (in 150 words or less).

Email your entries to
secretary@asetnsw.org.au, 

using the subject Regional Competition.

One lucky winner will receive:
Transport and accomodation costs of up to $500 to attend

ASET-NSW 2026 conference thanks to Westlab

Attention all regional members!

2 days conference registration fees & 1 year
ASET-NSW membership thanks to ASET-NSW

PLUS

Entries close 
Friday 28 August 2026.

Win your way the ASET-NSW 2026 
Annual Conference!

Regional members

Metro
 members

More information and
also Terms and

Conditions on the ASET-
NSW website here:

mailto:secretary@asetnsw.org.au
mailto:secretary@asetnsw.org.au
https://www.westlab.com.au/
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15-23 Science Week!

July

September

5-12 NAIDOC Week

20- World Cleanup Day

27 - World Rivers Day

22 - World Car-free Day

7-10 ConASTA 73 in
Brisbane

10 July 

Labbies lunch date. 
All welcome! 

12pm @ Wests Leagues Club
Campbelltown

Contact Lisa Corado
treasurer@asetnsw.org.au

4 - World Animal Day

10 - World Animal Road

Accident Awareness Day

Page 6
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I am sure you can find an excuse to celebrate here somewhere...!

16-17 November 
ASET-NSW Annual

Conference

November

August

Octo
ber

11 - World Population Day
26 National Tree Day

4 - National Aboriginal and
Islander Children’s Day

9 - International Day of the
World’s Indigenous Peoples

Biodiversity Month

Plastic Free July

7- National Threatened Species Day

Don’t forget to check out the member’s only area on our
website. All member’s received an email with a password

to access the area. Annual membership is only $50. 

https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
https://www.scienceweek.net.au/
https://www.naidoc.org.au/
https://www.worldcleanupday.org/
https://worldriversday.com/
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/world-car-free-day-22-september-great-opportunity-reduce-air-pollution
mailto:treasurer@asetnsw.org.au
https://www.worldanimalday.org/
https://www.wires.org.au/what-we-do/wildlife-information/general-information/driver-awareness
https://www.wires.org.au/what-we-do/wildlife-information/general-information/driver-awareness
https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-population-day
https://nationaltreeday.org.au/
https://www.snaicc.org.au/
https://www.snaicc.org.au/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/indigenous-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/indigenous-day
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/biodiversity/biodiversity-month
https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/threatened-species/saving-our-species-program/resources/threatened-species-day
https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
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Sometimes the best PD has no agenda, no
PowerPoint, and definitely no risk assessment.
Our little Central Coast lab tech catch-up was
meant to be a casual lunch, coffee, cake, and
chat. A few people had to pull out due to family
commitments, but four of us still made it — and
somehow 4.5 hours disappeared in a blur of
laughter, stories, shared frustrations, clever tips,
and plenty of “oh thank goodness, it’s not just me!”
moments. Needless to say, we’ve already agreed
there will be a next time.
It did raise an interesting scientific question: if four
lab techs can happily chat for 4.5 hours… what
happens when 40 turn up?

“I really enjoyed hosting the Labbie
PD with Bob Death from Bobs
Instrument Service on our first SDD
for Term 2.
We all learned some very useful
tips and tricks that will help make
our Practical lessons more
successful.
Big thanks to Jo Walker for
organising this session and Bob for
sharing his wisdom and skills.
We had a great day 🙂“
Annette from Evans High School

Trouble Shooting and Equipment Repair
workshop with Bob Death April 2026 Evan HS

If you’ve been thinking about getting a local group together, this is your sign. Don’t
worry about numbers , whether it’s 4 or 40, the formula seems to be the same: good
people + shared chaos + plenty of laughs = success.
Need help getting one started? We might be able to help. Contact me, Jasmina
Hazrolaj, at vicechair@asetnsw.org.au

Central Coast Labby Catch Up on 28 March

https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
mailto:vicechair@asetnsw.org.au


Eligibility Criteria 
To be considered for the award, nominees must: 

Be a current member of ASET-NSW Inc. 
Have worked as a Laboratory Tech for more than 5 years. 
Have made a significant contribution to the Lab Tech community. 
Demonstrate the ability to inspire, mentor and encourage
other laboratory professionals. 

More info including nomination form on our website in Wk 10.

You don’t have to be loud 
to make a difference!

Do you mentor others, improve systems, lift standards, solve
problems, or quietly keep everything running smoothly?

This award recognises technicians who go above and beyond for
their school and their profession.

Nominate a colleague.
Or nominate yourself.

You’ve earned the right to be recognised!

Nominations 
open T2 week 10 - monday 22 june

close t3 week 6 - friday 28 august
Any questions message Kate secretary@asetnsw.org.au

Calling for Nominations 
Margaret Croucher Award 2026

asetnsw.org.auPage 11
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Behind the labcoat of...
Dearne Stephen

She continues to run Science Network Meetings each term and mentors newly
appointed Science Laboratory Assistant’s each day across Southwestern, Western,
Northern and Southern Sydney, supporting collaboration and the professional growth
among her peers. 
Dearne also designs, co-ordinates and presents Science Primary Enrichment Days at
Primary Schools across the Southwestern and Western regions for the DoE. This includes
John Edmondson High Schools’ (JEHS) HPGE students from local Year 6 schools who are
enrolled into year 7 and the JEHS support class. Please note, that Dearne is also a fully
trained SLSO and Science Administration Officer. 
Yet, beyond the lab coat, there is even more to Dearne’s story. 
Did you know that Dearne has been a professional singer for over 40 years? Music has
been a lifelong passion, and she continues to perform at functions, sharing her talent
and love of entertaining. 

asetnsw.org.auPage 9
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Many of you will already know Dearne Stephen, our
first Margaret Croucher Award winner. Dearne is a
Laboratory Technician at John Edmondson High
School in Horningsea Park. 
Alongside her role, Dearne generously volunteers her
time to inspire and educate others. Over the years,
she has designed, coordinated, and presented many
science courses and other WHS courses for the
Department of Education (DoE), SASS staff, General
Assistants and ASET participants. She has
contributed to numerous committees including the
ASET, SRG, WHS and PLNTS teams. 

https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
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She is also a devoted footy fan and a loyal supporter of the Parramatta Eels. 
Dearne’s two children have both followed careers in teaching and education support,
and each year Dearne also visits her son’s class to run engaging Science Primary
Enrichment Days with his year 6 students — passing on her science knowledge and
enthusiasm to the next generation. She is also immensely proud to say that she has two
amazing grandchildren, one is a speech pathologist and the other is a third-year
mechanic. 
Over the years, Dearne and her husband Paul, have owned racehorses and trotters. She
said that every horse they owned has won at least one race at the track. This, she
thought, was extremely lucky for two people who just bought horses because they like
the look of them. 
Dearne and Paul sold their racehorses in pursuit of drag racing and the need for speed!
She has competed at many race meetings working her way through several different
drag racing categories, from Super Street to Super Charged Outlaws. At first, driving the
quarter mile in a 10 second Sedan, followed by a 6 second Altered (type of drag car
seen in the video link). She has raced and organised excursions at Eastern Creek
Raceway for the physics and engineering students at John Edmondson High School.
This was well received by not only the JEHS students but also the Physics and
Engineering Teachers alike. 

Dearne’s story is one of dedication, energy, and generosity—an inspiring example of
someone who gives so much to her profession and community, while living life to the
fullest outside of it. 
Thank you for sharing your story with us and for all you have done for the lab tech
community so far.

Behind the labcoat of...
Dearne Stephen

continued

Check out Dearne’s drag race here.

https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZZS_xEE9TNU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZZS_xEE9TNU
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15-23 August 2026 - Australia Wide

This year’s theme is...

Visit SCIENCEWEEK.NET.AU for all the info and resources you will ever
need. You can also search for events in your area.

SCINEMA is an
international science
film festival that
screens every August
as part of National
Science Week. You can
submit your own film
or sign up to host a
free SCINEMA
screening in your
school.

They are also trialling a
science pub trivia
campaign, there are
teacher resource
books, information for
at home science
activities and DIY
events, and so much
more...

https://www.scienceweek.net.au/
https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
https://www.scienceweek.net.au/
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Supporting NSW School Science Technicians: Training Built for the School Lab

Behind every successful science practical is a skilled laboratory technician keeping
experiments running safely, smoothly, and effectively. From preparing materials and
maintaining equipment to managing chemicals and supporting teachers, science
technicians are a vital part of every school science department.
As the role continues to evolve, professional development has never been more
important and now there are funding opportunities available to help make training
more accessible for NSW school staff.
At ABC Training and Consulting, we know that school science laboratories are very
different from commercial or industrial labs. That is why we have specifically
contextualised our training to support the real-world needs of high school science
laboratory technicians.
Our nationally recognised qualifications, including the Certificate IV in Laboratory
Techniques and Diploma of Laboratory Technology, have been tailored to reflect the
day-to-day environment of school laboratories. From chemical handling and
laboratory safety to equipment preparation, risk management, stock control, and
supporting curriculum delivery, participants gain practical skills they can immediately
apply in their school setting.
Excitingly, there are also current NSW government funding opportunities available
for eligible participants. In some cases, newly employed staff may be able to access
subsidised training if they commence a qualification within three months of
employment, creating a valuable opportunity for schools to invest in capability
building early while reducing training costs.
Whether you are new to the role, looking to formalise your skills, or a school seeking
professional development opportunities for staff, ABC Training and Consulting is here
to help. With flexible delivery and a strong understanding of school laboratory
environments, we are passionate about supporting science technicians to thrive in
their roles without having to leave their school lab (That’s right our trainers come to
site to train) and helping schools maintain safe, effective, and engaging laboratory
spaces.
Interested in learning more? We will be exhibiting and presenting at ASET-NSW
Conference 16th & 17th November 2026, alternatively reach out to Jasmine Parkinson
from ABC Training and Consulting to explore training and funding options available for
your school community.

Email: jparkinson@abctraining.edu.au
Mobile: 0435 179 071

asetnsw.org.auPage 12
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ASET-NSW would
like to introduce

everyone to...

https://abctraining.edu.au/
https://abctraining.edu.au/
https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
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SETA Report &
ConASTA Info

SETA Update – Exciting Times Ahead
Things have been quietly busy behind the scenes at SETA, and there are some
promising developments on the horizon.

The National Working Party continues to explore pathways for greater recognition of
school science technicians across Australia. A survey is currently being refined to
gather information on technician qualifications, workloads, and career pathways. The
goal is simple: understand who we are, what we do, and how we can better advocate
for the profession.

There have also been discussions around updating the SETA logo and branding.
Nothing is set in stone yet, but it's exciting to think about a fresh look that reflects the
modern, skilled, and diverse workforce that supports science education every day.
Constitutional updates are also being considered, including ways to retain valuable
experience within the organisation while encouraging new members to become
involved. As always, any significant changes will be presented to members for
discussion and approval.

One thing is clear: school science technicians are increasingly being recognised as
highly skilled professionals who play a critical role in delivering safe, practical science
education. The challenge now is making sure the rest of Australia knows it too.

Watch this space. The wheels of change sometimes move at laboratory-glassware-
drying speed, but they are definitely moving.

Thinking about a mid-year science adventure? ConASTA 73 heads to Brisbane from 7–10 July 2026,
bringing together science teachers, lab technicians, and STEM enthusiasts from across Australia.
With hands-on workshops, practical sessions, keynote speakers, and plenty of opportunities to swap
ideas with fellow labbies, there looks to be something for everyone. The full program is still being
released, but laboratory technicians are definitely on the guest list this year. Brisbane in July,
science all day, and no lab cleanup afterwards — what's not to like?

https://asta.edu.au/event/conasta-73-register-now/
https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
https://seta.edu.au/
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This is from our Vice Chair, Jasmina, who used this the other day for a
senior chemistry prac...

https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
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Trying to Clean copper residue off

graphite electrodes? – Use 1M nitric acid (in

a fume hood) or fine sandpaper - Voila!

asetnsw.org.auPage 15
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Iodine/potassium iodide solution 
- in less time!! 

The standard recipe for preparing I2/KI solution is
3g iodine crystals + 15g potassium iodide dissolved in
1L water. To speed up solution of the iodine, dissolve
the potassium iodide in as little water as possible
(about 20mL) then dissolve the iodine crystals in

this solution (iodine dissolves rapidly in
concentrated KI solution) - then make up to 1L with

distilled water. 

I wish I knew this one last week when I had to make an Iodine solution for a
photosynthesis prac!

Also, did you know Risk Assess has just added a 15 page guide to Chemical
Storage in Science? It’s a ripper if you are struggling with the Chem Store

Guidelines, there is even a diagram with a suggested layout that is sensible and
appropriate for our school context. Find it in the Risk Assess News box at the

bottom of the Risk Assess Homepage.

There has been a couple of
changes in Chemical

Hazard Classification as of
22 May 2026,. Please check
your the hazard statements

on your labels for Sodium
Bromide and Salycylic Acid.

More information on Risk
Assess.

FYIFYI  FYI 

https://www.asetnsw.org.au/


ASET-NSW Inc.

Calling all wonderful Brain’s Trust Labbies out there:
Please share your tips and tricks and stories with us - you are all

such a wealth of knowledge and experience, its important we share
it with each other to improve our professional lives and wellbeing in

general. I know you know so much.
Email me, Salena, at editor@asetnsw.org.au, I can’t wait to hear

from you. 

asetnsw.org.auPage 16
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Science Funnies and other
Stuff to Make You Smile 

“I work half my time in the library and half
my time in science prep as we are a small
school. We had an awful smell in our
library (which is above the science block).
Then, we started getting maggots falling
from the library ceiling onto the floor,
which is pretty gross! We had to get some
plumbers in to find the problem as we
couldn’t locate it and it ended up being
dead ducks in our ducts! In the ducts that
go from the fume hoods and the chem
store out the roof of the two story
science/library block. It was hard to
explain what the problem was when the
Principal asked - ducks in the ducts!”

-Salena

mailto:editor@asetnsw.org.au
https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
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Our Wonderful Sponsors...
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More of Our 
Wonderful Sponsors
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https://conditionaire.com.au/
https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
https://www.ssapl.com.au/
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More of Our 
Wonderful Sponsors

asetnsw.org.auPage 19

Term 1 2026

https://ciderhousetech.com.au/
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More of Our 
Wonderful Sponsors

https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
https://www.westlab.com.au/
https://abctraining.edu.au/
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More of Our 
Wonderful Sponsors

If you have any interesting stories, jokes, photos, tips, events or other
information with a science theme, that I can include in this newsletter please
email me, I would love to hear your ideas.
Similarly, if you have any feedback about the newsletter please let me know, it
would be greatly appreciated.

Salena Bryce
(ASET-NSW Newsletter Editor)
editor@asetnsw.org.au

This is most of the committee at last
year’s conference. We will get an
updated one at this year’s
conference - it’s the only time we are
all in the same place at the same
time... we are a geographically
diverse bunch!!!

Keep calm and putKeep calm and put
your lab coat on!your lab coat on!  

Keep calm and put
your lab coat on! 

REMEMBER... 

https://www.asetnsw.org.au/
https://www.edusupplies.com.au/
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