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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting

Thursday 18 April 2024 at 7.00 p.m.

Venue:  The School Room, The Methodist Church, Brough

Councillors:  
Cllr A Brocklehurst (Chair)

Cllr C Birkbeck

Cllr S Ellwood

Cllr S Heap


Cllr D Henderson



Clerk:


Andrew Bedford
Cllr Simpkins was in attendance.
Public participation: Eva Ellwood.
1. Apologies for absence –  Cllr G Allison (other commitments)  Cllr P Capstick (work commitments)   
2. Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 21 March 2024 – the Minutes were received and agreed as a true and correct record of the last meeting of the Parish Council.  

3. Matters arising from the Minutes of the last meeting – 
(3)      Brough Clock and Clock Tower – the Chair reported that the clock had been tested in Smith of Derby’s workshop, and had now been reinstalled in the clock tower.  The work had gone well and it is hoped that previous issues with the clock’s performance have now been resolved.

Parish Plan – replacement benches – the Chair informed the Meeting that grant funding for eight replacement benches and two outdoor table tennis tables had been approved by W&FC (£8,220).  He also reported that funding for repairs to the bus shelter on New Road had also been approved by W&FC (£3,000).  Progress is being made on all projects, and it is expected that work will be completed in May.  Cllr Brocklehurst will keep Members up-to-date on progress.

(6)
Protection of The Green, Church Brough – the Chair reported that the work agreed at the last Meeting will be carried out.
4. To receive declarations by elected and co-opted Members of interests in respect of items on 
 this agenda – Members were invited to declare any personal or prejudicial interests relating to any item

 on the agenda – none.
5. CCC and EDC Councillors – Cllr Simpkins reported on several matters, including W&FC’s review of street lighting policy.  The Parish Council will be consulted on this in due course.
Cllr Simpkins also referred to the Planting for Pollinators Scheme being carried out by Cumbria Wildlife Trust, supported by W&FC.  Possible sites for planting native wild flowers were discussed, the purpose being to encourage and strengthen pollinator numbers, especially bees.

It was agreed that the most suitable sites were Brough Castle bankside, Jubilee Orchard and areas of land at Musgrave Lane.  However, it was made clear that these were only possibilities at this stage and that decisions on any of these sites would need to be take in the appropriate place at the appropriate time, should they prove to be suitable for extending the Scheme.  Cllr Simpkins would take these possibilities forward.

6. Appleby Horse Fair 2024 – the Council discussed the need for action to help ensure that the 2024 Fair, and the lead-up to it, run smoothly.

Problems in the lead-up to the 2023 Fair were discussed, including illegal parking in Church Brough (beside the changing rooms),  illegal access to the sports area, and the inappropriate grazing of horses on community sports land, risking the investments made to improve this area by the Parish Council.  

The issue of ground works on the A685 towards Kirkby Stephen was also discussed.  Parish Councillors were concerned about the value of this and the reported reaction of the traveller community to it.  Cllr Simpkins stated that the main purpose was to improve road safety in the period leading up to the Appleby Horse Fair.  However, Members were very concerned that this work would lead to the displacement of traveller caravans and added pressure on inappropriate sites in Brough.
Cllr Simpkins agreed to refer all these concerns to the Multi-Agency Strategic Coordinating Group (MASCG) in the strongest terms, as requested by Parish Councillors.
7. Bus Service Improvement Plan Plus (BSIP+) – the Department for Transport has awarded Westmorland and Furness Council £1.7 million of Bus Service Improvement Plan Plus (BSIP+) funding to enhance services across the area in 2024/25.  The money has come as part of the levelling up programme and has been freed up by the cancellation of the HS2 project in the north.
 

To help ensure the services supported by the latest tranche of BSIP+ funding meet the needs of communities and lead to well-supported provision, W&FC is consulting Parish and Town Councils, residents, businesses and visitors on proposed services, providing an opportunity to shape spending plans.

A consultation meeting was held on 9 April via Teams and in addition to officers of W&FC the meeting was attended by approximately eight people from across the Eden area.  Both the Chair and the Clerk of Brough Parish Council attended and provided comments on services relevant to Brough.  Cllr Brocklehurst followed up on this in writing on 10 April.

Whilst Brough has seen some improvement in bus services recently, it is feared that there is insufficient provision to properly stimulate demand.  An extension of provision would make trips to Penrith, for example, more feasible than at present, when bus services mean an extensive outing because there are so few buses running.  Members were also keen to see an extension of support for local bus service operators, and not just national providers.
Members will be informed of the outcomes of the consultation process.  Meanwhile, Members agreed to encourage the use of existing services by local residents and visitors.

8. To consider Parish Council’s observations with regard to planning applications:  none.
To note decisions of statutory authorities with regard to recent planning applications:  
242024/0350/TCA Tanjong Cottage, Church Brough, Kirkby Stephen, CA17 4EJ – remove Rowan Tree in conservation area - Approved
9. Finance:  
9.1   To receive statements of accounts to 18 April 2024 including receipted income – Received 
   
9.2   To receive bank reconciliations to 18 April 2024 by Council representative – Received 
  
9.3   To authorise payment of accounts – Agreed
10. Correspondence In:  
10.1   Rachel Milburn, CHOFHS Youth Group – Litter Picking – agreed date: 6.00 p.m. 24 May 2024
10.2   CALC – Street Lighting Policy   

11. Noted that the next Parish Meeting will be held on Thursday 16 May 2024 in The Methodist Church, High Street, Brough, CA17 4BY at 7.00 p.m.
There being no further business the Meeting closed at 8.15 p.m.
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	100519
	A A Bedford - salary & expenses (March)
	
	431.69

	100520
	HMRC - PAYE (March)
	
	1.00

	100521
	Gordon Ellis & Co - benches
	
	3,913.53

	100522
	CALC - subscription 2024/25
	
	255.95

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Signed           




(as a true record)  Date

