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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting

Thursday 24 September 2026 at 7.00 p.m.

Venue:  The School Room, The Methodist Church, Brough

Councillors:  
Cllr A Brocklehurst (Chair)   

Cllr S Ellwood

Cllr R Gilby-Steadman

Cllr M Rawlins



Clerk:


Andrew Bedford
Cllr Simpkins had given his apologies.
Public participation: none.
1. Apologies for absence – Cllr G Allison (holiday)   Cllr C Birkbeck (holiday)   Cllr D Henderson (ill)
2. Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 16 July 2026 – the Minutes were received and agreed as a true and correct record of the last meeting of the Parish Council.  

3. Matters arising from the Minutes of the last meeting – none.
4. To receive declarations by elected and co-opted Members of interests in respect of items on 
 this agenda – Members were invited to declare any personal or prejudicial interests relating to any item

 on the agenda – none.
5. W&FC Councillors – Cllr Simpkins had given his apologies.
6. Co-option of a Councillor – This item was taken first at the Chair’s recommendation.  The Clerk had received an application from Mr Michael Ross Gilby-Steadman, resident of Brough.  The Clerk out-lined the process for making appointments.  

Mr Gilby-Steadman was co-opted to the position of Councillor on Brough Parish Council by an absolute majority of three votes in favour versus no votes against and no abstentions.  He took up his position immediately, having signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

7. Trees – Cllr Rawlins set out proposals for improvements to Jubilee and Oak Tree Gardens.  Some trees would be removed from Jubilee Gardens to let in more light, and new trees would be planted to offer more variety.  Similar work would be carried out in Oak Tree Garden.  Perennial beds in Jubilee Gardens would be improved as a second stage.
A tree would also be planted outside the Memorial Hall between the benches.

The Chair had previously reported that the Appleby & Brough Place Action Group had given approval in principal to support the proposed works, with up to £2,000 being made available for the project.  Cllr Rawlins also reported that J T Atkinsons were being very supportive with regard to the cost of materials for a new fence at the rear of Jubilee Gardens and a new table for the Brough Allotment & Garden Society’s excess produce.
Cllr Rawlins and the Clerk agreed to firm up on estimates for the cost of the proposed improvements before seeking the support from all Councillors, and prior to submitting an application for the grant funding.  It is hoped that the work can begin later this Autumn and into the New Year.

8. Pump Track – the Chair provided an up-date on the project, which was now complete.  Particular thanks were sent to Craig Wearmouth and Wearmouth Plant Hire Ltd for their support for the project.  Members also thanked Cllr Brocklehurst and his brother for their efforts to bring the project to a successful conclusion.
It was agreed that good press coverage had been given to the project.  It was also agreed to review the arrangements for grasscutting around the track as part of the retendering process, at the Council’s October Meeting.
9. Brough Clock – the Chair reported on the latest position regarding the performance of the clock, which was currently operating satisfactorily.  The Clerk had spoken to the clock specialist’s Managing Director and Director of Operations at length and agreement was reached regarding next steps.  Options for resolving any future problems of the clock’s performance would be prepared by Smith’s.  The Chair and Clerk sought permission of the Council to progress discussions with Smith of Derby as deemed appropriate.  The Council gave its support.  The Chair and Clerk would keep the Council up to date on this matter.
10. MUGA Safety Inspection Report – Members considered action necessary in the light of the annual RoSPA Inspection Report.  The recommended action was low level and Members agreed that minimum maintenance action was appropriate.
11. Brough Parish Emergency Plan – the Clerk reported that he had reviewed and up-dated the Parish Emergency Plan as necessary.  The revised Plan was supported by the Council and the Clerk would ensure its appropriate distribution.
12. To consider Parish Council’s observations with regard to planning applications:  none.
To note decisions of statutory authorities with regard to recent planning applications:  none.
13. Finance:  
13.1   To receive statements of accounts to 24 September 2026 including receipted income – Received 
   
13.2   To receive bank reconciliations to 24 September 2026 by Council representative – Received
  
13.3   To authorise payment of accounts – Agreed
14. Correspondence In:  
14.1    W&FC – Community Governance Review
14.2    Moore – external audit report
14.3    Local Resident – wasp nest

14.4    W&FC – Transfer of Street Lighting

14.5    W&FC – Polling District Review 2026
15. Noted that the next Parish Meeting will be held on Thursday 15 October 2026 in The Methodist Church, High Street, Brough, CA17 4BY at 7.00 p.m.
There being no further business the Meeting closed at 8.05 p.m.
	                                    Community Account                                     

	
	
	         £


	100642
	Russell Hogg & Sons - concrete re pump track
	
	864.60

	100643
	Information Commissioner - data protection fee
	
	252.00

	100644
	A A Bedford - salary & expenses (July)
	
	592.89

	100645
	J Edwards - street cleaning
	
	250.23

	100646
	Brough Methodist Church - room hire
	
	128.00

	100647
	I Brocklehurst - re pump track
	
	10,146.00

	100648
	Wearmouth Plant Hire Ltd - re pump track
	
	904.80

	100649
	Heron Concrete Ltd - re pump track
	
	1,356.96

	100650
	Playsafety Ltd - MUGA inspection fee
	
	208.80

	100651
	A A Bedford - salary & expenses (August)
	
	492.03


Signed           




(as a true record)  Date

