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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting

Thursday 21 May 2026 at 7.00 p.m.

Venue:  The School Room, The Methodist Church, Brough

Councillors:  
Cllr A Brocklehurst (Chair)   

Cllr C Birkbeck 

Cllr S Ellwood


Cllr S Heap
 Cllr D Henderson


Clerk:


Andrew Bedford
Cllr Simpkins had given his apologies.
Public participation: none.
1. Apologies for absence –  Cllr P Capstick (work commitments)   Cllr G Allison (personal reasons)
2. Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 16 April 2026 – the Minutes were received and agreed as a true and correct record of the last meeting of the Parish Council.  

3. Matters arising from the Minutes of the last meeting – 
 (6)   
Pump Track Development Project – the Chair informed the Meeting that work to improve the pump track was under way.  It was hoped that shuttering work would be done over the next week and further work to complete the project would be carried out after the Appleby Horse Fair.  Thereafter appropriate publicity for the project would be sought.
4. To receive declarations by elected and co-opted Members of interests in respect of items on 
 this agenda – Members were invited to declare any personal or prejudicial interests relating to any item

 on the agenda – none.
5. W&FC Councillors – Cllr Simpkins had given his apologies.
6. Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26 – the AGAR 2025/26 was discussed and approved as appropriate.  

First, the Clerk presented the Audit Letter from Mr Julian Finerty and the Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26.  Members noted that the internal audit had concluded that all governance matters were being properly and effectively performed.  

Members expressed their appreciation to Mr Finerty for his audit work.

6.1   Next, Members considered the Annual Governance Statement for 2025/26.  This was approved and signed.

6.2   Members then considered the Accounting Statements 2025/26.  These were approved.

Finally Members confirmed the dates for the Notice of Public Rights and Publication of the AGAR.  

All necessary documents will be placed on notice boards and the Council’s website by the Clerk.
7. Appleby Horse Fair 2025 – the Chair reported that he had attended the Pre-Fair Public Meeting, which was constructive, although he had criticised the meeting format of separate discussion tables.  He had suggested that in addition there should be an opportunity for all attendees to raise and discuss matters that would be of interest to all collectively, as previously.  This would be considered ahead of future meetings.  He also reported that Area Police Officers had promised that local policing would remain in place during the period of the Fair, rather than being relocated to the Appleby area.  This was welcomed by the Council.
The Chair informed Members that the turning points at either end of Church Brough would be blocked off again this year, ahead of the Horse Fair.  Blocks would be removed at the earliest opportunity.  Cllr Ellwood had offered to help with this and with storage of the blocks and this offer had been taken up by W&FC colleagues.  In future the Parish Council would therefore have more control over when the turning points were blocked off and re-opened.
The Chair would ensure that all gates were locked ahead of the Fair, and reported on a resident’s proposal to block off areas at the far side of the underpass at the top of Church Brough.
8. To consider Parish Council’s observations with regard to planning applications:  
2026/0961/LBC Highfield, High Street, Brough – No objections

To note decisions of statutory authorities with regard to recent planning applications:  None.
9. Finance:  
9.1   To receive statements of accounts to 21 May 2026 including receipted income – Received 
   
9.2   To receive bank reconciliations to 21 May 2026 by Council representative – Received
  
9.3   To authorise payment of accounts – Agreed
10. Correspondence In:  
10.1   Local Resident – Rat Problem  

10.2   W&FC – Waste Services Information Toolkit

11. Noted that the next Parish Meeting will be held on Thursday 16 July 2026 in The Methodist Church, High Street, Brough, CA17 4BY at 7.00 p.m.
There being no further business the Meeting closed at 7.55 p.m.
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	100631
	Clear Councils - insurance premium
	
	844.82

	100632
	A A Bedford - salary & expenses (April)  *
	
	675.73

	100633
	Wearmouth Plant Hire Ltd - re pump track
	
	721.80

	100634
	A Brocklehurst - equipment & materials re pump track
	
	594.96

	
	
	
	

	
	*  Includes £183.50 for a new Union flag
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Signed           




(as a true record)  Date

