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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting

Thursday 17 July 2025 at 7.00 p.m.

Venue:  The School Room, The Methodist Church, Brough

Councillors:  
Cllr A Brocklehurst  (Chair)

Cllr C Birkbeck 

Cllr S Ellwood

 Cllr D Henderson

Cllr S Heap


Clerk:


Andrew Bedford
Cllr Simpkins was in attendance.
Public participation: none.
1. Apologies for absence – Cllr P Capstick (other commitments)   Cllr G Allison (other commitments)
2. Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 15 May 2025 – the Minutes were received and agreed as a true and correct record of the last meeting of the Parish Council.  

3. Matters arising from the Minutes of the last meeting – 
 (3)   
Brough Clock and Clock Tower – it was noted that the clock had stopped a couple of times in a short space of time over the weekend.  However it was now running properly again.  The Chair had reported the problem to Smith of Derby and it was agreed that the recent hot weather could have been the cause. Smith’s reported that they had experience of similar problems elsewhere.  The clock’s performance would be kept under review.


The Clerk had been in contact with Smith of Derby to re-schedule annual maintenance visits, now that it was hoped that the clock was running satisfactorily.  Payment had previously been made.

  Tree works in Church Brough – the Chair reported that some tree works had now been carried out.  Further work would be carried out in the near future.  
4. To receive declarations by elected and co-opted Members of interests in respect of items on 
 this agenda – Members were invited to declare any personal or prejudicial interests relating to any item

 on the agenda – Cllr Brocklehurst (Item 6).
5. W&FC Councillors – Cllr Simpkins raised the issue of Planting for Pollinators.
6. Pump Track – Cllr Brocklehurst declared an interest in this Item.
The Clerk provided an up-date on the project: firstly, the Community Primary School had shown significant interest in the project and was supportive of it.  Secondly, further efforts had been made to secure quotes for the required work.  Quotes obtained were considered and it was decided that they represented an unaffordable and unjustifiable cost.
The Clerk then informed the Meeting of a proposal from Cllr Brocklehurst and his brother regarding the proposed improvement works.  They would undertake the work, with volunteer assistance, at an uncommercial rate, thereby providing the Council with an affordable and justifiable option for implementing the project.  Members considered this option and agreed that it represented a very generous offer and gratefully accepted it.  They charged the Clerk with progressing grant applications explicitly based on this option.
7. Appleby Horse Fair 2025 – the Council discussed the outcomes of action taken in the lead-up to the 2025 Fair.
W&FC, with local help, had blocked off the hammerheads / turning circles at either end of Church Brough.  This allowed access to property by local residents and had deterred inappropriate parking and camping.  The Chair reported that W&FC had promised new concrete blocks would be put in place in future years.
W&FC had also repaired fencing at the top end of Church Brough.  This was welcomed by Members of the Parish Council.
It was agreed that action taken had proved successful, although it was also noted that the 2025 Fair had been relatively quiet in Kirkby Stephen and along the A685, and that issues had occurred elsewhere.
Members thanked colleagues from W&FC and Cumbria Constabulary for their efforts in the lead-up to, and during, the 2025 Fair.  The Chair had already conveyed the Council’s thanks to colleagues when attending the post-Fair public meeting in Appleby.
8. Repairs to Styles, Gates, etc. – the Chair had undertaken recent repairs to the style into the Jubilee Orchard and to the screening fence around the Recycling Centre.  
Members discussed the need for further repairs to Parish Council property, including the gates to Oak Tree Garden, the fence post off Musgrave Lane, and the footbridge to the football pitch.  It was agreed that this work was necessary.  Cllr. Brocklehurst agreed to lead on this.  Members discussed the chain around The Green in Church Brough which was now broken in several places.  It was agreed that the chain was unnecessary and should be removed.  Cllr Ellwood agreed to do this.
The need to remove several planters which had collapsed was also discussed.  Cllr. Ellwood agreed to lead on this matter.

Finally, a request for grounds maintenance work had been received from Brough Football Club.  Pitch grasscutting had been discussed, given the level of growth due to good weather conditions to date.  Members agreed that the Council could not undertake additional grass cutting.  The need for tree works around the changing rooms was also discussed, where a number of branches needed to be removed to prevent damage to the building.  Members agreed that in the first instance Cllr. Allison should be approached to see if he could undertake the work with other volunteer help.  Alternatively, the work would be commissioned from elsewhere. 
9. To consider Parish Council’s observations with regard to planning applications:  None
To note decisions of statutory authorities with regard to recent planning applications:  None.
10. Finance:  
10.1   To receive statements of accounts to 17 July 2025 including receipted income – Received 
   
10.2   To receive bank reconciliations to 17 July 2025 by Council representative – Received 
  
10.3   To authorise payment of accounts – Agreed
11. Correspondence In:  
11.1   Brough Football Club – Request for Grounds Maintenance – Grass Cutting and Tree Management
11.2   Cumbria Classic Coaches – Facebook posting re cessation of all routes from 30 September  2025

11.3   Moore External Auditor – Conclusion of Audit & Audit Certificate

12. Noted that the next Parish Meeting will be held on Thursday 25 September 2025 in The Methodist Church, High Street, Brough, CA17 4BY at 7.00 p.m.
There being no further business the Meeting closed at 8.10 p.m.
	                                    Community Account                                     

	
	
	         £


	100587
	J Edwards - street cleaning
	
	167.06

	100588
	A A Bedford - salary & expenses (May)
	
	308.65

	100589
	ICO - data protection fee renewal
	
	52.00

	100590
	J T Atkinson & Sons - screws etc. re repairs to fencing, etc.
	
	72.83

	100591
	Eden Farm Supplies - weed killer (G Clark)
	
	36.00

	100592
	Graham Clark Garden Maint - grasscutting
	
	1,560.00

	100593
	J Edwards - street cleaning
	
	195.36

	100594
	A A Bedford - salary & expenses (June)
	
	308.65

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Signed           




(as a true record)  Date

