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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting

Thursday 16 July 2026 at 7.00 p.m.

Venue:  The School Room, The Methodist Church, Brough

Councillors:  
Cllr A Brocklehurst (Chair)   

Cllr G Allison

Cllr C Birkbeck 

Cllr S Ellwood

Cllr M Rawlins



Clerk:


Andrew Bedford
Cllr Simpkins was in attendance.
Public participation: none.
1. Apologies for absence –  Cllr D Henderson (holiday)
2. Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 21 May 2026 – the Minutes were received and agreed as a true and correct record of the last meeting of the Parish Council.  

3. Matters arising from the Minutes of the last meeting – none.
4. To receive declarations by elected and co-opted Members of interests in respect of items on 
 this agenda – Members were invited to declare any personal or prejudicial interests relating to any item

 on the agenda – none.
5. W&FC Councillors – the issue of traffic speeds on New Road, Brough was discussed.  Cllr Simpkins was of the view that a speed indication device, at a cost of approximately £6,500 was required.  However, W&FC colleagues had undertaken a survey of vehicle speeds, recording the speeds of over 12,000 vehicles, and had concluded that most vehicles were travelling at speeds below the 30 mph speed limit.  The average speed was 26 mph. and only 5% were travelling at speeds above the police enforcement threshold.
W&FC had concluded that “the results suggest a moderate speeding issue rather than one requiring significant engineering intervention at this stage”.  As the Highway Authority, W&FC will undertake a review of the existing speed limit signing and road markings in the area to identify whether any improvements can be made to further reinforce the existing speed limit and improve driver awareness.  They will also share the survey results with Cumbria Police for their information.

Members concluded that the cost of a speed indication device could not justified  by the likely impact that the device would make.  However, the position would be kept under review.
6. Co-option of Councillors – This item was taken first at the Chair’s recommendation.  The Clerk had received an application from Mr Max Rawlins, resident of Brough.  The Clerk out-lined the process for making appointments.  

Mr Rawlins was co-opted to the position of Councillor on Brough Parish Council by an absolute majority of four votes in favour versus no votes against and no abstentions.  He took up his position immediately, having signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

7. Trees – Cllr Rawlins set out proposals for tree rationalisation in Brough, the aim being to improve environmental biodiversity and enhance the green spaces available to residents.  The proposals covered Jubilee and Oak Tree Gardens, areas around the sports field and grazing land, the area outside the Memorial Hall and trees on Main Street and High Street.

The Chair reported that at the meeting of the Appleby & Brough Place Action Group the previous day, approval in principal had been given to support the proposed tree works in Jubilee Gardens and Oak Tree Garden, with up to £2,000 being made available for the project.  Other funding options were highlighted, including sponsorship by local businesses.
It was decided that a more detailed plan with costings be prepared for consideration at the September Meeting.  The plan should work to a budgeted spend of £4,000 for the current year, but could look ahead to years 2 and 3 of the project.  Cllr Rawlins agreed to take the lead on this, with the Clerk preparing a grant application based on the plan.
8. Pump Track – the Chair provided an up-date on the project, which was now nearly complete.  Particular thanks were sent to Craig Wearmouth for his support for the project.  Members also thanked Cllr Brocklehurst and his brother for their efforts to bring the project to a successful conclusion.
It was agreed that appropriate media coverage should be given to the project, with the support of colleagues from W&FC, once the track improvements were complete.  It would also be necessary to review arrangements for grasscutting around the track, as part of the retendering process, at the Council’s December Meeting.
9. Brough Clock – the Chair reported on the latest position regarding the performance of the clock.  The Clerk had spoken to the clock specialist’s Managing Director and Director of Operations at length and agreement was reached regarding next steps.  Options for resolving the problem of the clock’s performance would be prepared by Smith’s for consideration by the Council.  These would be brought before Members at the earliest opportunity.
10. Appleby Horse Fair 2026 – the Council discussed the outcomes of action taken in the lead-up to the 2026 Fair.
W&FC had for the second year blocked off the hammerheads / turning circles at either end of Church Brough.  This allowed access to property by local residents and had deterred inappropriate parking and camping.  Cllr Ellwood had arranged for the removal of the blocks, and would put them in place and remove them in future years at times agreed by the Parish Council.

Members thanked colleagues from W&FC and Cumbria Constabulary for their efforts in the lead-up to, and during, the 2026 Fair.
11. To consider Parish Council’s observations with regard to planning applications:  none.
To note decisions of statutory authorities with regard to recent planning applications:  none.
12. Finance:  
12.1   To receive statements of accounts to 16 July 2026 including receipted income – Received 
   
12.2   To receive bank reconciliations to 16 July 2026 by Council representative – Received
  
12.3   To authorise payment of accounts – Agreed
13. Correspondence In:  
13.1    W&FC – Bus Services Survey
13.2    Highlights Rural Touring Scheme – Invitation to AGM

14. Noted that the next Parish Meeting will be held on Thursday 24 September 2026 in The Methodist Church, High Street, Brough, CA17 4BY at 7.00 p.m.
There being no further business the Meeting closed at 8.20 p.m.
	                                    Community Account                                     

	
	
	         £


	100635
	J Edwards - street cleaning
	
	152.52 

	100636
	Information Commissioner - data protection fee
	
	52.00 

	100637
	A A Bedford - salary & expenses (May)
	
	492.03 

	100638
	J T Atkinson & Sons - materials re pump track
	
	347.09 

	100639
	G Clark Garden Maintenance - grass cutting
	
	1,600.00

	100640
	J T Atkinson & Sons - materials re pump track
	
	306.26

	100641
	A A Bedford - salary & expenses (June)
	
	492.03

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Signed           




(as a true record)  Date

