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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting

Thursday 11 December 2025 at 7.00 p.m.

Venue:  The School Room, The Methodist Church, Brough

Councillors:  
Cllr A Brocklehurst (Chair)

Cllr G Allison

Cllr C Birkbeck 
 Cllr D Henderson

Cllr S Heap


Clerk:


Andrew Bedford
Cllr Simpkins was in attendance.
Public participation: none.
1. Apologies for absence – Cllr P Capstick (work commitments)  Cllr S Ellwood (work commitments)
2. Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 16 October 2025 – the Minutes were received and agreed as a true and correct record of the last meeting of the Parish Council.  

3. Matters arising from the Minutes of the last meeting – 
 (3)   
Repairs to Styles, Gates, etc. – the Chair reported on the condition of the tennis court – a net post needs to be secured and the court surface needs to be cleaned.  Work will be undertaken in the Spring.

The removal of several planters which have collapsed remained to be done.
(13)
W&FC – Community Governance Review – the Clerk reported that he had submitted a response on behalf of the Parish Council, arguing that current arrangements for this Council (number of Councillors and parish boundaries) were the most appropriate.
4. To receive declarations by elected and co-opted Members of interests in respect of items on 
 this agenda – Members were invited to declare any personal or prejudicial interests relating to any item

 on the agenda – none.
5. W&FC Councillors – Cllr Simpkins reported that lighting units had been ordered for identified dark areas, including High Street, and they would be installed in the New Year

He also reported on plans for road diversions, etc., necessary when work begins on the replacement of the rail bridge at Clifton.
Cllr Simpkins also raised the issue of the slipperiness of the footbridge to the football pitch in wet weather.  Cllr Brocklehurst had investigated the cost of addressing this and it was agreed that this was prohibitive.  People need to be encouraged to take care – in a range of situations – during periods of adverse weather.

The bridges across Swindale Beck were discussed and some progress was noted.  [Cllr Ellwood provided information to the Clerk later that evening which indicated that work on the bridges had progressed earlier in the day.]

Finally, Cllr Simpkins reported on the Local Government Association’s (LGA) Corporate Peer Challenge report on W&FC which had identified a number of positive aspects regarding the Council’s performance and made a number of recommendations to assist improvement, including decluttering priorities, removing bureaucracy from decision-making processes and correcting the Council’s risk appetite to ensure that key things get done more economically, efficiently and effectively. 
6. Quorum for Meetings – the Clerk reminded the Meeting that the quorum for Council Meetings was set at four.  However, the Council’s Standing Orders read as follows:
“No business may be transacted at a meeting unless at least one-third of the whole number of members of the Council are present and in no case shall the quorum of a meeting be less than three.”
This means that the Council could set the quorum at three.  After discussion it was agreed that the quorum for Council Meetings would be reduced to three.
7. Pump Track – the Clerk reported that the Council had received £5,000 from the W&FC 0-19 Fund and £2,500 from the Appleby & Brough Place Action Group,
Consequently, the project could now proceed at an estimated cost of £6,690 to the Parish Council.  Work will begin in the New Year when the weather permits.
8. Brough Parish Plan – Priorities for 2026/27 – Members reviewed the draft Parish Plan for 2026/27 prepared by the Clerk and which had been discussed by Members at the October Meeting.  After a brief discussion, Members were happy that it reflected the views of the Council. The Clerk was charged with making the Plan available in paper form as necessary and via the Council’s website.
Priorities for the forthcoming year would remain similar to the current year:
1. a major push on improving the environment and appearance of Brough, including tree works and general tidiness

2. a continued effort to secure improved broadband services in Market Brough, following the successful implementation of improvements in Church Brough

3. seeking improved local facilities and services, including improvements to Brough public conveniences

4. supporting local events

5. supporting youth activities

6.  seeking to encourage a greater degree of volunteer activity and foster a sense of civic pride.
9. Budget and Precept 2026/27 – having considered the financial prospects for the Council and council tax payers, and Council funding priorities for the coming year, Members gave consideration to the 2026/27 Budget.  This included consideration of the local council tax base, which had decreased slightly, and a draft Budget based on a:

0% increase in the Council’s share of taxpayers’ Council Tax bills for the fourth year running.

The Council agreed the Budget.  The Clerk’s remuneration scale and hours for 2026/27, provided for within the Budget, are unchanged.

The Clerk was charged with progressing the Precept with colleagues at W&FC.

10. Coltsford Common Fee 2026 – Members considered the fee for use of land at Coltsford Common and agreed a 2% increase, making the fee £100.00 for 2026.

11. Councillor Attendance Matter – the Clerk reported that a Councillor had now been unable to attend a Parish Council Meeting for over six consecutive months. This being the case the Councillor would face disqualification unless their long-term absence was approved by a full Parish Council Meeting.

Members considered the matter and agreed that approval should be given for the period of long-term absence 
to date. The Clerk would convey the outcome to the Councillor concerned
12. To consider Parish Council’s observations with regard to planning applications:  None
To note decisions of statutory authorities with regard to recent planning applications:  None.
13. Finance:  
13.1   To receive statements of accounts to 11 December 2025 including receipted income – Received 
   
13.2   To receive bank reconciliations to 11 December 2025 by Council representative – Not available 
  
13.3   To authorise payment of accounts – Agreed
14. Correspondence In:  
14.1   Electricity North West – tree clearing
14.2   W&FC – Transfer of Lighting 
14.3   Smith of Derby – Brough Clock
15. Noted that the next Parish Meeting will be held on Thursday 15 January 2026 in The Methodist Church, High Street, Brough, CA17 4BY at 7.00 p.m.
There being no further business the Meeting closed at 8.10 p.m.
	                                    Community Account                                     

	
	
	         £


	100605
	Graham Clark Garden Maint - grasscutting
	
	50.00 

	100606
	J Edwards - street cleaning
	
	219.78 

	100607
	D Henderson - reimbursement re xmas lights
	
	23.97 

	100608
	A & I Brocklehurst - repair works, etc.
	
	245.00 

	100609
	J T Atkinson & Sons - post, timber re repairs 
	
	23.71 

	100610
	A A Bedford  - salary & expenses (October)
	
	363.69 

	100611
	Eden Farm Supplies - gate post, etc.
	
	70.44 

	100612
	A A Bedford  - salary & expenses (November)
	
	359.02 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Signed           




(as a true record)  Date

