Village of Bluffton – Special Council meeting June 29, 2026, at 5:00 p.m.
Mayor Johnson presiding. Downey, Gordon-Hancock, Hill, Sehlhorst, and Stahl present. Talavinia absent.
The purpose of the Special Council Meeting was to review and take action on insurance coverages and renewal options and to approve a special event request.

Fiscal Officer, Kevin Nickel, presented insurance renewal information on liability, cyber, and vision & dental insurance. 

Liability insurance is provided through Public Entities Pool of Ohio. The premium for July 1, 2026 – July 1, 2027 is $126,300, an 11.5% increase over the prior year. The blanket insured values on buildings, contents, and scheduled equipment increased $2,738,697 to $51,588,052 to keep up with inflationary costs and blanket auto physical damage coverage increased $478,090 to $6,301,784 to reflect inflationary values of emergency vehicles covered at replacement value. 

Cyber insurance is provided through CFC. The premium for 2026-27 is $4,935.25, an increase of $540.75 over the prior year. The Village contracts with Perry Corporation for IT services but they do not cover the Village from an insurance standpoint. The cyber policy covers us should there be a hack of the Village networks, breach of data, cyber fraud, cyber extortion, disruption of business due to cyber hacks/ransomware, etc. The costs to remedy the particular circumstance, such as notification to residents whose data was breached, a year of credit score checking services, recovery of stolen funds, hardware replacement costs, etc. are covered by this policy. 
Vision & Dental Insurance is made available to Village employees with no portion of the premium being covered by the Village. Fortman Insurance is our health insurance broker and provided quotes from five providers. The renewal proposal from Anthem was competitive with the other quotes and the recommendation is to renew with Anthem to avoid employees needing to change coverage. Dental Insurance went up 8% and Vision remained the same. Fortman is using one other quote to see if Anthem will reduce the Dental rate. 
Gordon-Hancock motioned, seconded by Hill, to approve the renewal of all three insurance coverages as presented for the next year with the understanding that Liability and Cyber Insurances will be shopped around more fully for the next renewal period.  Roll Call: Yes (5) Downey, Gordon-Hancock, Hill, Sehlhorst, and Stahl. No (0), Abstain (0), motion approved.   
Sehlhorst motioned, seconded Downey, to approve the special event request for the Chamber of Commerce to have food trucks on Church St. between Main St. and Jackson St. on July 16, 2026, from 4:00 – 8:00 p.m. Church St. will be closed during that time.  Roll Call: Yes (5) Downey, Gordon-Hancock, Hill, Sehlhorst, and Stahl. No (0), Abstain (0), motion approved.
Sehlhorst motioned to adjourn the meeting.  
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