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4-Corners Tribal Road Safety Assessment (RSA) Virtual 

Workshop Speaker Backgrounds 
Don Sneed is a Tribal Planning Program Manager and Tribal Liaison with the Arizona 
Department of Transportation (ADOT) Multimodal Planning Division. Don is an enrolled 
member of the Gila River Indian Community and has been employed with ADOT for 21 years. At 
ADOT Don provides technical tribal transportation planning support and state-tribal 
intergovernmental coordination and consultation for ADOT’s statewide and regional planning 
programs and projects. Since 2003, Don has also managed and participated in the development of 
numerous ADOT funded tribal long range transportation plans, tribal project pre-scoping reports 
and tribal roads safety assessments. Additionally, as one of two ADOT Tribal Liaisons he works to 
address development of mutually compatible intergovernmental relations between ADOT and the 
tribal governments in Arizona by working cooperatively with various tribal, local, state, and federal 
agencies. He functions as an in-house expert on tribal issues and is accountable to maintain 
compliance with federal and state laws, regulations and policies.  He also recommends updates 
to ADOT planning processes, procedures and policies to incorporate tribal consultation, 
cooperation and coordination outreach. dsneed@azdot.gov or 602-712-4095 

Adam Larsen works as the Safety Engineer for the Office of Tribal Transportation at Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA).  His duties include managing the Tribal Transportation 
Program Safety Fund, providing technical assistance to Tribal Governments and serving as a co-
chair of the Tribal Transportation Safety Management System Steering Committee.  Before 
joining the FHWA Office of Tribal Transportation in 2011, Adam served in Wyoming and Illinois 
FHWA Divisions. Prior to joining FHWA, Adam worked in engineering positions at Washington 
State DOT, a city engineering department, and Hewlett-Packard.  adam.larsen@dot.gov or 360-
619-2601 

Mike Blankenship is a Principal at Greenlight Traffic Engineering, with 35 years of experience 
focusing on safety for all road users. Mike is a registered professional engineer in Arizona and is 
registered as a Road Safety Specialist (level 2), through the Institute of Transportation 
Engineers.  He has conducted dozens of road safety assessments over his career and has 
worked closely with 12 Tribal Nations in Arizona and Nevada to improve traffic safety in their 
communities. Mike has helped Tribes obtain over $50 Million for safety improvements.  
mikeb@greenlightte.com or 623-308-6523 
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RSA Sponsor Speakers:  

Steven W. Johnson, P.E. – Gila River Indian Community Department of Transportation 
Senior Civil Engineer.  sjohnso0@gric.nsn.us or 520-562-0952 

Elton Begay – Tohono O’odham Nation Interim Executive Director for the Department 
of Public Safety.  Elton.Begay@tonation-nsn.gov 

Damascus Francisco – Tohono O’odham Nation Interim Executive Director Planning and 
Economic Development Department in Sells, AZ.  Damascus directs, manages and supervises 
the following: Planning Administration, Building Inspections, Project Planning, Grant Writing, 
Roads Program, 2020 U.S. Census, Credit and Finance, Realty Office and Real Property 
Management. Supervise a management team of 4 Managers and 3 Supervisor and provide 
general oversight of 23 employees and am responsible for tracking and managing annual 
budgets of approximately 15 million dollars.  Damascus.Francisco@tonation-nsn.gov 
 
James Gomes, Jr. is the Arizona Southern Regional Traffic Engineer (RTE) with the Arizona 
Department of Transportation.  He is a Tucson, Arizona native who achieved a Bachelor of 
Science in Civil Engineering with a Transportation Emphasis from the University of Arizona in 
2004. Jay has worked with the ADOT since college, first as an intern, then completing the 
Engineer-In-Training Program, and worked in the Tucson District with the Construction Group. 
As the Southern RTE since 2015, Jay is responsible for traffic operations on roads in the 
southern half of the state.  Jay is a registered professional engineer in the state of Arizona and 
has completed over a dozen RSA's in Southern Arizona.  jgomes@azdot.gov or 520-440-6321 

Kerry Wilcoxon is the State Traffic Safety Engineer for Arizona.  He runs the State Traffic Safety 
Section within the Arizona Department of Transportation.  His section is responsible for the 
collection, input and analysis of traffic crash data from all state and local agencies.  Prior to 
joining ADOT, Kerry worked for the City of Phoenix where he ran the Safety and Neighborhood 
Traffic Division.  He is a registered professional engineer in Arizona and is registered as both a 
Professional Traffic Operations Engineer and is registered as a Road Safety Profession (level 1) 
through Institute of Transportation Engineers.  Kerry sees road safety assessments as one of the 
best tools to improve traffic safety on state and local roads throughout Arizona.  
kwilcoxon@azdot.gov or 602-712-2060 
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