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THE RUNDOWN

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM AUNTIE PEI
Auntie Pei! Auntie Pei! Auntie 
Pei! Ryan’s voice is the first I 
would hear bounding up my 
front door every holiday. This 
was followed by a parade 
of cousins, aunts, uncles and 
friends holding holiday tra-
ditions. Dee’s spanakopita, 
Grandma Helen’s pies, Uncle 
David’s singing tradition and 
piles and piles of presents. 
There was an anticipation of a 
house filled with holiday mag-
ic and love. Everyone came 
through the door dressed in 
their holiday best, and Ryan 
loved to show off his sharp 
style. He barely took off his 
coat, ran straight to the feast 
and tasted everything before I 
could shoo him away while his 
cousins changed my seating 
charts and planned a night of 
holiday mischief. 

I have the privilege of being 
“Auntie Pei” to Griffin, Casey 
and Ryan Doyle. This endearing 
nickname was given to me by 
Griffin as a toddler in his efforts 
to say Auntie Pammy. I am Dee 
Doyle’s sister Pamela Burke, 
Aunt and Fairy Godmother 
to all three of Tim and Dee’s 
beautiful children. I have nev-
er taken this privilege lightly, 
especially during the holidays. 
I love tradition: new traditions 

brought in by blending families, 
funny traditions and old ones 
passed down by loved ones 
no longer with us. Ryan loved 
our holiday traditions from epic 
gingerbread bread house 
parties to New Year’s Eve Iron 
Chef competitions, which Ryan 
dubbed Beat Auntie Pei, stolen 
from Beat Bobby Flay. Ryan 
being the youngest cousin 
couldn’t wait for some of these 
coming-of-age moments. One 
of my favorites; Dee and I ran 
the Bright Nights road race in 
Forest Park, Springfield, MA for 
as long as I can remember. 
The 5K is held the first Monday 
night in December where you 
run through a magical route of 
holiday lights. Our twist on this 
tradition was to run in holiday 
costume (deepest apology to 
Griffin for making you run as a 
gingerbread man). In Decem-
ber 2016, Ryan, Dee, Casey 
(reluctantly) and I dressed as 
The Night Before Christmas, 
complete with plaid night-
gowns and stocking caps. Ryan 
owned that race, stocking hat 
flying behind him, clocking 
7-minute miles, leaving us all in 
his holiday dust. He was thrilled 
at his race time, especially that 
a fellow Minnechaug coed 
was cheering him on at the 
finish. 
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM AUNTIE PEI CONTINUED...

RYAN’S PROSTHESIS LEGS DONATED
“It’s a beautiful thing 
to see when someone 
is able to take some-
thing so terrible, and 
so awful and to give 
a small piece of them 
to change someone 
else’s life,” said Nellie 
Zarif Certified Prosthe-
tist at Hanger Clinic in 
Worcester. 

“It’s a beautiful thing 
that Ryan’s family was 
willing and able to do 
that, and I think it’s 
a beautiful way that 
Ryan lives on in some 
ways.”

Nellie was first introduced to Ryan and the Doyle 
Family after his amputation. She designed and fit 
Ryan for his first prosthesis and his subsequential de-
vice. Nellie worked closely with Ryan to understand 
what his goals were and design a device that would 
allow him to achieve those goals. The two bonded 
over many conversations throughout both processes. 
Initially, Ryan was designed for a high activity and 
waterproof prosthesis. He then was refit for a micro-
processor controlled knee. 

Nellie saw Ryan and his family at the hospital often. 
She recalls how Dee was a strong advocate for 
Ryan; she’d know exactly what he needed. “It was a 

very sweet relationship that we developed.”

Throughout the years, Nellie and the Doyles main-
tained their relationship. Nellie reached out to see if 
they were open to donating Ryan’s legs. In addition 
to being a Prosthetist, Nellie works with two non-
profits: Limb Kind and Polus Center For Social and 
Economic Development. While the organizations’ 
missions vary, Nellie provides her limb difference 
expertise in the communities they serve. Prosthetic 
components are easily donated and can be utilized 
internationally. However, the socket, the part that 
the residual limb goes into, is required for a custom 
fit. Nellie travels to design and make the custom 
sockets.

 “A lot of people don’t know what to do with old 
prosthetic devices. You know, it’s like it’s a part of 
that individual. Yet they tend to just collect dust,” 
she said. “I asked Dee, do you still have Ryan’s legs, 
and do you want to donate them? Because we’re 
always looking for donations.”

Ryan’s microprocessor controlled knee was first 
donated through the Polus Center For Social and 
Economic Development and went to a patient in 
Colombia. Most recently, Nellie traveled Sri Lanka 
with Limb Kind to fit Ryan’s initial prosthesis. “The spirit 
of Ryan lives on through the donations. The kid I fit his 
knee with in Sri Lanka was a super active boy who 
was running around like crazy; he was just a little bit 
younger than Ryan. And, it was beautiful to see that 
device get put to good use again.”

Nellie Zarif and leg donor recip-
ient Gambika in Sri Lanka.

On Christmas Eve 2016, Ryan and I were chatting in 
my kitchen. He told me he just had his annual phys-
ical, and his doctor told him he should top out at 
5’11” as an adult. He said that he thought he was 
growing since he was experiencing growing pains, 
but odd that it was only in one leg. Those words 
haunted me when Ryan was diagnosed with osteo-
sarcoma that summer. Ryan fought every aspect of 
cancer with the strength of a gladiator, even after 
losing his leg that year. He busted into my house that 
Thanksgiving on crutches with the same spirit and 
love I’ve always known. When we lost Ryan in June 
of 2019, I couldn’t imagine life without him and still 
feel this way today. His legacy, humor, fighting spirit 
and love of traditions live on with our new traditions 

made possible by family and friends who created 
and support the RD26 Foundation. The RD26 annual 
golf tournament, road race, corn hole tournament 
and holiday shop support families who are fighting 
this horrible disease. The year after Ryan passed, I 
was looking through my holiday recipes on Thanks-
giving and opened a recipe book that contained 
a white elephant gift that continues to resurface at 
all family parties. I knew Ryan stashed it there the 
previous year and laughed so hard through my tears 
knowing his mischievous spirit and love of tradition 
will live on. 

Happy Holidays,
Auntie Pei! Auntie Pei! Auntie Pei!
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The annual RD26 Baseball Night returned for its third 
year this past May. Rivalry prevailed as the South-
wick Rams played against the South Hadley Tigers 
on the baseball diamond. Organized each year 
by Southwick baseball coach Jake Goodreau, the 
event raises money for the RD26 Foundation.

Congratulations to Zach Olsen for being awarded 
the Southwick Baseball Senior Scholarship. Selected 
by the coaches, the Foundation gives a scholar-
ship to a senior player who displays Ryan’s kindness, 
strength of character and concern for others.

2024 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

The RD26 Foundation was proud to announce five 
Class of 2024 Minnechaug Regional High School 
seniors as the new cohort of Ryan Doyle Memorial 
Scholarship recipients; Micheal Roy, Amy Dunklee, 
Sean Murphy, Kylie Ray and Christian Erskine. The 
annual award was created to recognize students 
who reflect Ryan’s spirit of kindness, strength of char-
acter and concern for others. 

Congratulations to our 2024 Ryan Doyle Memorial 
Scholarship winners!

2024 COURAGE AWARD RECIPIENT ANNOUNCED

RD26 BASEBALL NIGHT

The Miracle League of Western Massachusetts 
was recognized as the 2024 recipient of the 
Ryan Doyle Courage Award by the Western 
Mass Baseball Hall of Fame. The nonprofit or-
ganization is dedicated to providing inclusive 
baseball opportunities for individuals with dis-
abilities.

This award, in honor of Ryan, recognizes individ-
uals or organizations that demonstrate excep-
tional courage, strength and a passion for base-
ball. The Miracle League, founded in 2015, was 
chosen for its mission of creating an inclusive 
environment for all to enjoy America’s favorite 
pastime. The nonprofit supplies adaptive facil-
ities and volunteer support to ensure children 
and adults with disabilities have the opportunity 
to play.

In addition to providing accessible baseball 
programs, the Miracle League of Western    

Massachusetts also fosters camaraderie and a 
sense of belonging within the community.

The nonprofit was presented the award at the 
Western Mass Baseball Hall of Fame induction 
ceremony. This annual event brings together 
Western Mass baseball legends, enthusiasts, 
community leaders and former MLB players to 
celebrate the inductees’ accomplishments.



The Run for Ryan 5K & 1 Mile 
Walk returned for its fourth year 
at a new location at Fountain 
Park in Wilbraham, MA. The No-
vember event boasted over 250 
race participants, family, friends 
and of course, lots of dogs! This 
event brings together the com-
munity in memory of Ryan, and 
all proceeds directly benefit the 
RD26 Foundation to assist families 
affected by cancer. This race 
couldn’t have happened with-
out the help of Jim at Fast Track 
Timing for ensuring the race went 
smoothly, Zach Gosciminski for 
providing the much-needed 
snacks and Mercedes-Benz of 
Springfield for keeping everyone 

hydrated with water throughout 
the day. For the fourth year in 
a row, Michael Dorunda took 
first place in the men’s division. 
Christine Dunn placed first in the 
women’s division. 

Thank you to the Ray Family and 
the IMI team for their continued 
support, as well as all the volunteers, 
Kristin Hicklen, Marisa Fenn and the 
Minnechaug students.
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FOURTH ANNUAL 
RUN FOR RYAN 5K

The Carroll Family at the road race.

For the first time in the tourna-
ment’s history, it rained and thun-
dered during the Fifth Annual 
Ryan Jude Doyle Memorial Golf 
Tournament. Despite ending ear-
ly due to inclement weather, all 
golfers and event-goers enjoyed 
a fun day. 

Taking place in August at the 
Country Club of Wilbraham, 
176 golfers across two shot gun 
starts competed for the highly 
coveted golf tournament tro-
phy. Foursome Michelle Garvey, 
William Lee, Jeff Placzek and 

Michael Langone claimed victo-
ry this year. The champions look 
forward to next year’s event. 

“The annual tournament is a 
great opportunity for giving; all 
monies raised go directly to the 
Foundation to help kids with 
cancer, scholarships and much 
more. This event has been sold 
out year after year, and it’s a 
privilege to play. I’m proud to 
support the RD26 Foundation,” 
said tournament winner Michelle 
Garvey. 

FIFTH ANNUAL 
RYAN DOYLE GOLF 
TOURNAMNET

FOURTH ANNUAL CORNHOLE TOURNAMNET
Twenty cornhole teams battled 
for first place at the Fourth RD26 
Annual Cornhole Tournament on 
a rainy day in August at Avon 
Old Farms School in Connecticut. 
The weather caused the tourna-
ment to be moved inside, but 
the rain-soaked cornhole players 
persevered as Ryan would have.

Brian and Lara Doyle organized 
the event, which proved com-
petitive. Will Lancaster and Owen 

Callaghan battled for and re-
tained their companion title, as 
the group won for the second 
year in a row. Everyone enjoyed 
a fun afternoon, and despite the 
rainy weather, the event raised 
an unparalleled amount for the 
Foundation. “To all who fancy 
themselves good players, we 
hope you will come next August 
2025,” said Brian Doyle. “Will and 
Owen are super players and will 
be hard to beat.”



RD26 AROUND THE WORLD

📍Altantic City, NJ

📍 Skinner Skate Park, MA

📍Spain

📍Nantucket, MA📍Southwick, MA

📍Mount Washington, NH

📍Arizona📍Arizona 📍Arizona
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BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

Diana Doyle

Tim Doyle

Thomas Scerbo

Steve Lucas

Joanna Strange

ADVISORY BOARD
Helen Vaselocopoulos

Chris Doyle

Brian Doyle

Mike Doyle

Pamela Burke

HOW TO DONATE:
1.	 Visit RD26.org

2.	 Click “Donate” on the 

top right

3.	 Click “Donate Now”

4.	 Enter donation amount

5.	 Follow the prompted 

instructions

A VERY SPECIAL 
THANK YOU TO:

Jay Ray

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
Chase Clarke, Stewart Fontana & Lisa Fleury Clewes 

on behalf of Robin Dunn Request
Olivia Bischoff & Matt Geanacopoulos

Wendy Palmer
Erica Coates
James Riely

Tara McQuaid
Jake Castonguay
Lorraine Gervais

Ryan Stack
Wilbraham Friends of Recreation

Regina Varney
Ronald Rene Patenaude

Danielle Carrier
Joan Nehmer

Catherine O’Brien
Avon Old Farms Academy Community

All State Disposal
Mary Ann Maloney
The McGrath Family

Carla Ambrose
The Gasteyer Family 
Kitchen Encounters

Bay State Plating Inc.
Jerry & Diane Cunningham

Lynne Geanacopoulos
Kevin Doyle

 RD26 FOUNDATION FAMILY STORIES
With your donations, the RD26 Foundation supports families of those undergo-
ing cancer treatments. Those below received $1,000 and a backpack. 

A young adult: brain cancer

A 16-year-old: osteosarcoma

A three-year-old: acute lymphocytic leukemia

A 13-year-old: ovarian cancer

A four-year-old: acute lymphocytic leukemia

A four-year-old: leukemia

A 17-year-old: Burkitt’s leukemia

A 16-year-old: lymphoma

A four-year-old: Wilms’ tumor
A big thank you to Bryanne Auguste & Kelly O’Brien for helping with these do-
nations for children at UMass Medical in Worcester!



Mike Osgood 
Sarat Ford

Sheriff Nick Cocci
Pamela Burke
Steve Kelley

Jeff Ross
Sandy & Whitey Knowlton

Alana Ashe
Mark Henry Florist

Helen Vaselacopoulos
Fettes Package Store 

Phil Lesser
350 Grill

Nancy Motta
Wilbraham Country club

Charles Brown 
Gil Grennan
Steve Lucas
John Doleva

Randall’s Farm
Frigo’s

Jim DiRico
Mike & Missy Hutton Manfradini

Christine Luciani
Chris Donahue

Teddy Bear Pools & Spas
Michelle Garvey

John Ingalls
Boston Bud Factory 

Frank Dailey
The Ardolino Family

Springfield Thunderbirds
Brian Feeley
Brian Lucas

2024 GOLF TOURNAMENT SPONSORS
A big thank you to our Fifth Annual Ryan Doyle Memorial Golf Tournament sponsors!

PLATINUM SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS
Westfield Bank
Peoples Bank

WS Game Company
Liberty Bank

GREEN AND WHITE SPONSORS
James Vinick

Astro Chemical
Tom Scerbo

Nowak Funeral Home
Fitzgerald Attorneys at Law

The Kelly & Conz Family

HOLE SPONSORS
Tom and Barbara Foley

Chris Donahue
Myers Brothers Kalicka, CPA

Springfield Jewelry and Diamond Exchange

Lock and Key Realty
Soja Law Offices

Chris & Sue Catjakis
Attorney Stephen F Burke

Georgia Burke
Nick Wohlers Design Builders

ALM Photography
In Memory of Ginny Villeneuve

Vinny & Stephanie Zick
Collin Mcquade

John Doleva
Lauri Doleva
Mike Doyle

Pellegrini, Seeley, Ryan & Blakesley PC
Sarat Ford

Atlantic Exterminating
Lupa Zoo

Marie Jablonski
Steve Lucas

Robert & Brian Lucas
Don Laware

The Bohl Family
John Galenski

Christopher & Michelle Dunklee
Bob & Michele Mariani
John & Carrie Rigney

Michael & Hilda Gasteyer
Thomas Ashe

Dominic John Inc. 
The Local

Apolinara & Holly Pastrana
Kitchen Encounters

DONATIONS
John and Michelle Ingalls

Kate & Kent Tarrant
Sam Doyle and Grainne

Chet Ardolino
Taryn Toto

Zahra Doyle
MacKenzie Doyle

Don & Paula Laware
Jill Fisher

The Soufan Family

THANK YOU TO ALL 
OUR RAFFLE DONORS 

FOR THE 2024 
RYAN DOYLE MEMORIAL 

GOLF TOURNAMENT!



The RD26 Foundation is a tax exempt 501(c)(3) charitable organization and a registered charity in the state of 
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