Blue Christmas Service



AS PEOPLE ARRIVE

· Upon arrival people are greeted inside the front doors and         
directed to great room. Programs will be on the seats so no
need to pass them out this year.
· As they arrive a place is prepared for people to receive their individual candle and the ornament that will represent their loved one. (Prepare ornament for them to write the  ,name of their loved one.)
· As they enter a table is available for them to light a candle in honor and memory of their loved one..
· Christmas music is playing softly throughout as people arrive.		  


WELCOME & INSTRUCTIONS
		
When it seems as that everyone has completed and the time for starting has come, then the Pastor or Host welcomes and gives instructions. 

Make sure everyone has a candle and knows about any other opportunities to memorialize a loved one.


TWO INTRODUCTIONS

Following are two introductions. The first refers to an overwhelming year and it has a mountain view illustration for Biblical Prophecy.




INTRODUCTION #1

We live in a tumultuous time in history. There are wars, storms, crimes, suffering, poverty, loneliness, sickness and loss. 

We find reasons to be happy and we want to celebrate. But there is a heaviness in our hearts from problems that surround us. And, experiencing the loss of a loved one can make it all just too much.  Life will never be the same again. 

We search for some relief. We long for some help.

Our Christmas celebration, an emotional holiday, causes us to pause. We quiet our souls and say, “Jesus, can you help us?” “Will you help us?” “Can you help the people of this world with all their problems?” “Can you comfort my heavy heart?” 

An answer begins to come as gentle as the light of a candle in a dark room.

“The Christ child was born into a world of darkness, to meet us in our darkness.” 

When he was born, the news was bad, and the circumstances were extremely difficult. Lives were upset by his birth.  Plans were interrupted, and by a baby. Many hoped and celebrated but they also asked, how could he fix anything? How could this infant bring hope, peace, joy and love to these overwhelming circumstances? 

They asked then and we continue to wonder. 

Can the Christ child bring hope, peace, joy and love to my darkness?  

You may be saying, “My life has been impacted by circumstances that cannot be changed. I will never be the same again—a piece of me is missing. Memories I cannot forget, and fears of an uncertain future constantly plague me with a feeling of dread.

How can baby Jesus be hope, peace, joy and love to my overwhelming circumstances?”

In a few minutes we will read four passages of Scripture. 

They were given to the Prophet Isaiah over 700 years before Jesus was born. Those people were hearing these prophecies of the coming Christ child while they were in desperate circumstances. 

Trouble, hardship, and dangers threatened their very existence. They also asked, how can this prophecy help us today?

Yes, Biblical prophecy is hard to understand. I’ve wondered if these scriptures are too complicated for a blue Christmas.

But we need more than words that just attempt to calm us. 

We need a message that is bigger than our pain and our circumstances. We need a substantive, credible message that is both transcendent and personal.

As complex as it is, it is worth the effort to find the hope, joy peace and love revealed in these prophecies of the Christ Child’s birth. 

Biblical prophecy is 3 dimensional. This illustration may help us find where we fit in the scope of these prophecies.

When one looks at the majestic Rocky Mountains from the front range, they are inspired with a one-dimensional panorama.

But when one travels into the mountains, the mountains seem even bigger and their magnificence is felt.

When you have driven or hiked into the mountains, the mountains surround you. Some are behind. Some are beside and at the same time some are in front.

When we read Biblical these prophecies, everything was entirely in front of the people of Scripture who were hearing it for the first time--like the view of the mountains from the front range. 

But now, for us, thousands of years have passed we are deep into the meaning and application of Isaiah’s prophecies.. Much of prophecy is behind us. The main events have happened. But, there are many current applications of what happened, yet some is still to come and we look forward to it. And the past, the present and the future weaves together to help us understand God’s plan, purpose and goals.

These Isaiah prophecies reveal that God sees our broken world, feels our pain and that He has a plan of redemption. It is the ultimate of all plans. It stretches from the beginning of time in one direction and into eternity in the other direction.

And this grand plan not only repairs the broken parts of our world to bring peace and prosperity in a general sort of strategy. 

But, God also became a vulnerable human, Immanuel, God with us. He came to suffer as we do, and even worse. And by His Spirit, He is personal and present with every one of us. He knows you by name. He cares about your pain and your needs. He will address you, your needs, and your pain in His plan to make all things right.

When we put our trust in God as a good, loving and knowing God, we feel his presence in our current darkness—and experience hope, peace, love, and joy.

His grand plan became personal. 

It is God’s plan for the world, and it is also the plan of a loving God for the people in the world, including you and your loved ones. 

His presence guided the Israelites through their Old Testament circumstances as they looked forward to the coming of the Messiah. 

His presence will bring light to your darkness, as you see prophecies that have been fulfilled in the historic birth of Jesus. And his presence will guide you into the coming days, the New Year and to what is yet to be done in His plan all the way to complete and total redemption in Heaven. So, each of us, no matter how dark our circumstances, the small and gentle light of hope, love, peace, and joy can begin to shine in our lives.. 

Today God is working, and he is close to us. 

“The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit,” King David tells us in the 34th Psalm. 

There he also says, “Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the one who takes refuge in Him.”





























INTRODUCTION #2
											
The Christ child was born into a world of darkness. The news was bad, and the circumstances were hard.  Lives were upset. Plans were interrupted, and by a child. How could he fix anything? How could a child bring hope, peace, joy, and love to such overwhelming circumstances? 

They asked it then and we continue to wonder. Can the Christ child bring hope, peace, joy, and love to my darkness?  My life has been impacted by circumstances that cannot be changed. I will never be the same again—a piece of me is missing. How can he be hope, peace, joy and love to my overwhelming circumstances?

In a few minutes we will read four passages of Scripture. They were given by the Prophet of Isaiah over 700 years before Jesus was born. The people hearing them were in desperate circumstances. Troubles, hardships, and dangers threatened their very existence. They were times of profound questioning. How can this message help us today?

Yes, Biblical prophecy is hard to understand but for all who believe it and receive it, there is hope, peace, joy, and love. These prophecies reveal that God sees our broken world and feels our pain. He has a plan, the ultimate of all plans, that stretches from the beginning of time in one direction, into eternity on the other direction, to make everything right. 

When we put our trust in God as a good, loving, all knowing and eternal God, we experience his presence in our current darkness. His eternal master plan, becomes our personal, right now plan. It is His plan for the world and it is also his plan for me and my loved ones. 

Receiving God’s prophecies guided the Israelites through their Old Testament circumstances as they looked forward to the coming of the Messiah. 

In the same way, God’s light comes to our darkness. We look back and see that His prophecies were fulfilled in the historic birth of Jesus.  And we look forward  and find hope for everything to be made right in the prophecies yet to be fulfilled. 

Today God is working and He is close to us. “The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit,” King David tells us in the 34th Psalm. There he also says, “Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the one who takes refuge in Him.”

Often I wish, from my limited perspective in my earthly existence, that he prevented the broken hearts, that the world was not so dark and circumstances were less tragic and difficult. But, even in my limited understanding, I am thankful that God has a grander plan. There I find hope, peace, joy, and love.






















PRAYER											
Our Father in Heaven, thank you for your Son, Jesus, the one who is God incarnate and was born to be You with us. Help us feel your presence.  We know we need you and invite your light into our darkness.  Help us to see your light.  Your plan is amazing and mysterious.  Increase our understanding so that our faith will be strong enough to trust in you when life is overwhelming.  We come to your manger tonight, to gaze upon you and ponder your great work for us.  To you and in you, Jesus, we pray.  Amen.




























THE CHRISTMAS STORY AND SINGING

Scripture reading				                    Reader

Luke 2:2-20 Luke 2New International Version (NIV) The Birth of Jesus
2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while[a] Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register.

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.  

(Collect filled out memorial card—Take to back and write names on Christmas Ornaments and Place on Tree)

Congregationa singing	  “O Come O Come Emmanuel
					
Responsive reading				         Reader

LEADER:  In the beginning was the Word, the Word was with God and the Word was God.

CONGREGATION: The Word became flesh and lived among us, full of grace and truth, and we have seen his glory.

LEADER: In him was life, and the life was the light of all.

CONGREGATION: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has never been able to extinguish it.

EVERYONE: Lord, shine your inextinguishable light in us.












THE FOUR CANDLES OF THE ADVENT WREATH: HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE
With singing, remembering, reading and lighting of a candle.

Instructions for Readers

There is a reader for each candle so four readers will come and read the entire section regarding the candle assigned to them. 

This will be without introduction so, at the beginning of each section each reader should come to the appropriate place, introduce themself and tell the name of the person (s) they are grieving. 

This person may want their spouse, children and/or family to stand with them. 

A minute or two of their story or testimony is appropriate but caution should be taken not to go too long. 

Also, they can pray extemporaneously instead of reading the prayer, if they prefer. But the written prayers are good and focused on the point, so the participant should not vary unless there is a strong leading from the Lord.













THE CANDLE OF HOPE			    	      READER

Reading

We need our hearts and minds to be filled with hope for a better future.  But our grief comes from the reality that our expected future has changed. What we had hoped for has become impossible. In Biblical times, the prophet Isaiah told of a time when God’s instruction would guide all people to the place where He would make everything right, thus giving hope.

Scripture Reading.

Isaiah 11:1-9 (NRSV) 
1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 6 The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 9 They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.


In our world, as in those times, our existence experiences grief.  Grief often cannot fathom hope.  Hope seems impossible because our world is different now than what we wanted or the way that it should be. What we hoped for is no longer possible. So in us, in our grief is a deep longing for things to be different and better that what we know now.  God gives us a hope in his work to redeem all things and make it right, and safe with no hurt or destruction but a complete knowledge of the Lord. Let’s pray now that God will comfort us by gently teaching us to remain hopeful in his promise to make things right.


Prayer
God our Father, we believe you are in control and will make all things right.  The Christ child reminds us that you fulfill all of your promises and work with great energy, your thorough plan of redemption.  Help us, in our darkness and anguish, to see him and trust your plan so we will be filled with hope.  

Light of the “Hope Candle”

Music 											














THE CANDLE OF PEACE				      READER	     

Reading
Our world is filled with war, terror and power struggles.  Danger appears everywhere and it is imminent. In our individual lives there is also conflict and anguish.  How can the birth of a baby 2000 years ago bring our world peace?  How can he give and bring peace to me in my sorrow?  

Scripture Reading

Isaiah 9:2, 6-8 (NIV) 
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned… 
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, verlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end.
He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.

Isaiah 2:2-4 (NRSV) 
“2 In days to come the mountain of the LORD's house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3 Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore”. 




Prayer 

Dear Lord Jesus, we struggle with the absence of peace in our world and in our own souls, and yet at times in our grief we look for your presence and find moments of peace.  Thank you for peace that is not just found in the future of things being made right and restored, but peace in the comfort that you know me, care for me, in ways my spirit and soul receives deep in my heart. I pray that you help me know your peace by experiencing your presence and trusting your work. I pray for those around me that they will find peace in their hearts and, Lord, even as we in our grief find peace, I ask you help us be peace makers where we live and work, but making you known so that our world will find you and experience your peace. I pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, Amen.


Light the “Candle of Peace”

Music	  “Away in A Manger”								
















THE CANDLE OF JOY			                 READER

Reading

"To successfully grieve, not sinking into bitterness and despair, is to allow room in our hearts for both joy and sorrow to exist, to be experienced simultaneously, and to be openly acknowledged together. And the beauty of Christmas is Emmanuel, God with us, who lost everything when He came into this dark world to save us-- to walk with us through our dark path of grief and give us joy."
Written by Karen Schoenhals

Scripture Reading

Isaiah 35:1-10 (Msg)
“1 Wilderness and desert will sing joyously, the badlands will celebrate and flower - 2 bursting into blossom, a symphony of song and color. Mountain glories of Lebanon - a gift. Awesome Carmel, stunning Sharon - gifts. God's resplendent glory, fully on display. God awesome, God majestic. 3 Energize the limp hands, strengthen the rubbery knees. 4 Tell fearful souls, "Courage! Take heart! God is here, right here, on his way to put things right And redress all wrongs. He's on his way! He'll save you!" 5 Blind eyes will be opened, deaf ears unstopped, 6 Lame men and women will leap like deer, the voiceless break into song. Springs of water will burst out in the wilderness, streams flow in the desert. 7 Hot sands will become a cool oasis, thirsty ground a splashing fountain. Even lowly jackals will have water to drink, and barren grasslands flourish richly. 8 There will be a highway called the Holy Road. No one rude or rebellious is permitted on this road. It's for God's people exclusively - impossible to get lost on this road. Not even fools can get lost on it. 9 No lions on this road, no dangerous wild animals - Nothing and no one dangerous or threatening. Only the redeemed will walk on it. 10 The people God has ransomed will come back on this road. They'll sing as they make their way home to Zion, unfading halos of joy encircling their heads, Welcomed home with gifts of joy and gladness as all sorrows and sighs scurry into the night.” 

Joy can be likened to happiness in our hearts.  It is opposite of what we feel in our emotions from our loss.  However, we have Joy in the memories of our loved one.  Times we wish we could go back and live all over again.  Keep these memories alive, and know that through Jesus, new experiences will create new joys with God’s hand upon us.

Prayer

Oh Jesus, only you can fill the deserts of our souls with songs of joy.  Help us experience this miraculous work as we place our trust in you.  Sometimes we do not understand you.  But we do trust you and open our hearts, souls, mind and body to receive you, the one who was born to give us joy.  In Jesus we pray.  Amen.
Light the Candle of Joy
Music										


















THE CANDLE OF LOVE				                                                 READER			

Reading
The birth of the Christ child was a sign that we can believe in God’s plan to make it all right.  In Isaiah’s time they looked forward to the sign.  We look back.  It should be easier for us to believe and when we do, we know God’s love for the world and for us.  He was faithful to his promise, he will be faithful to us. His work was in the past, is in the present and will continue in the future through all eternity. We can experience his love and be able to give love from what we receive.

Isaiah 7:10-14 (NRSV) 

10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12 But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. 13 Then Isaiah said: "Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 

Immanuel means God with us. God’s presence, this is Love.  God loved us enough to leave Heaven and come to a dark world, with problems and pain, to save us so we can experience His love.

Enjoying the presence of our loved ones, this is love, but it is their physical presence we so sadly miss. Yet our love for them is stronger than ever and the impact of their love for us is a legacy that will never end. It cannot be measured but it is deep, high and wide.  We miss the presence we felt and knew but our love for them has not gone away, nor has their love for us diminished just because they are no longer here.  
So it is with God’s love for us, it is always here. Even though we cannot see Him, He sent His spirit so we can feel Him, be led by Him, be comforted by Him. In the Scriptures a name for the Holy Spirit is “The Comforter.” As we receive His Spirit we know His love and the love we have for others, even those who have gone ahead of us, thrives.

Prayer

God of creation and God of love, continue your work in me so I will know your love will spread to all around the world as it flows through each of me.  Help us all to experience your love for us, because it is your love that is the source of our love. We love, because you first loved us. In the name of our loving savior Jesus Christ, I pray. Amen.

Light the Candle of Love

Music “The First Noel”									



















RECEIVING CHRIST’S LIGHT INTO OUR DARKNESS—				
Make a circle of remembrance with hope, peace, joy and love. 

We will make a circle around the room. It is a Circle of Remembrance.

· As we move into that circle of Remembrance of Hope, it may take a few minutes. Music should be playing. It can be congregational, instrumental or sung by worship team.
· At the center, where the Advent Wreath is, I will light the Christ Candle and from there begin to pass it around the room. As, each person receives the light they can speak the name of the one they grieve and the relationship they have to them.

As an act of receiving his light into your life, however dark it may feel, come and light your candle with the light of the Christ candle.

After all have lit their candles while holding a lighted candle… Receiving his light brings comfort and warmth to our lives.  Now lift your candles, everyone.  Look how much brighter the room is with our candles raised.  We comfort others with the comfort we receive.  As you share his light, you spread His love.

CLOSING SONG “Silent Night”								  

CONCLUSION/BENEDICTION/INVITATION		                           PASTOR/HOST		        

Everyone is invited to enjoy some light refreshments and find the ornament of your loved one on the tree. 
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