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Cross loader beams being place,/ under srrucwre. 

Spring 2015 

Church before curre111 modijica1ions. 

Built on its current location in I 948, Mt. 
Carmel Catholic Church has been subject to 
repeated flooding's and water risings. Situated 
below the l00-year flood elevation, the city of 
W harton determined that the 66-year old 
church was due a raising. 

Father Espinosa Gabriel contacted me, 
John Clegg, in April of 2013. to look into the 
project. I began the process of designing a way 
to Uft the su·ucture, raise it to the recommend­
ed height and install all new foundation. The 
new floor line would be 24" higher. 

I hised Milton Blume, a local civil engi­
neer. Mr. Blume designed a very robust foun­
dation design which featured bell bottom piers. 
A 24" x 24" steel reinforced concrete beam 
around the perimeter and runners across. The 
concrete beam would then have a 16" block 
wall around the perimeter and solid block piers 
standing on the runners. 

My design for lifting the building consisted 
of long 12" X 12", #72 wide flange steel !­
beams. We installed the seven cross loaders 
under the structure at the chosen positions. The 
church only had about 13" of crawl space. 
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